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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



State of West Virginia, 
Department of Free Schools, 
Charleston, January 1, 1896. 

To Sis Eircellency^ William A. MaoCorkle, 

Oovernor of West Virginia^ 

Sir: — Pursuant to the requirements of Section 67 of Chapter 
XLV. of the Code of this State, I have the honor to transmit here- 
with to you the Twelfth Biennial Report of this Department, for 
the school years beginning July 1, 1894, and ending: June 30, 1895, 
and beginning July 1, 1895, and ending June 30, 1896, containing 
the Thirty-Second and Thirty -Third Annual Reportfc of this office, 
wherein is embraced information regarding the free schools of the 
State, and all statistics compiled from the report^ of the County 
Superintendents, together with other matters pertaining to this 
office, such as I am required by law to transmit. Appreciating 
the active interest you have ever manifested in this Department 
I am, 

Your obedient servant, 

Virgil A Lewis, 
State Superintendent of Free Schools. 



INTRODUCTIOiN. 



Explanation. — In my Letter of Transmittal it will be seen that 
the Twelfth Biennial Ke[)ort of this Department contains the 
Thirty-Second and Thirty-Third Annual Keports of the same. 
This seeming inconsistency is explained by the fact that for the 
first nine years after the establishment of our Free School System, 
the Legislatuie met annually and the State Superintendent was 
required to submit Annual Reports, that is, until and including 
the year 1872. Since that date the Department has been required 
to transmit Biennial Reports, this being the twelfth under said 
requirement. 



THE REPORT. 

Since submitting my last Report I have continued my best effort 
and most earnest endeavor to familiarize myself with the workings 
and needs of the Free Schools, and in doing this, 1 have traversed 
every section of our State and have availed myself of every oppor- 
tunity to obtain such information as would enable the Department 
to do more effective work, and that would render this Report of 
greater value. For this reason, in presenting it for your acceptance, 
I most respectfully request thoughtful consideration of the facts ar.d 
figures embraced therein. I desire moreover to invite serious and 
careful attention to certain recommendations, which I feel at lib- 
erty to offer, and to review w^ith some particularity and emphasis 
some suggestions submitted in my former Report, the explanation 
for such reiteration being found in their supreme importance. 

A Bounden Duty. 

The rapid growth of our population, the great material develop- 
ment of our State, and the increase of the school membership in 
each succeediuj^ year, magnify corres-pondingly the duties of each 
and all connecttd wMth our educational work. In the management 
of these interests which lie so near to the hearth and home and, 
therefore, touch not only those in official life, ])ut the general pub- 
lic — every man, woman and child — it should be the aim of every 
one charged with this duty to accpiit himself with the most rigid 
and inilexible devotion. These interests— the education and proper 
training of the children of West Virginia — are altogether too sacred 
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and imply too much that stands for the present and future welfare 
of society and that better citizenship for which the State stands, to 
be ever dealt with otherwise than with an absolute integrity of 
purpose and correspondent action. By every one it should be held 
to be true that no citizen, of whatever condition, is at honest lib- 
erty to do otherwise than to seek and to aid with honest det3rmi- 
nation to exalt the best interests of the schools of the State. 

The following Summary, in connection with the accompanying 
tables, exhibits, in a condensed form, the most important facts 
connected with the administration of the Fi'ee School System of 
the State for the school years covered by this Report, those of tho 
latter being compared with those of the former. Following this 
Summary will be found the recommendations and other informa- 
tion of the Department which is in turn followed by statistical and 
written matter pertaining to each county of the State and printed 
under the head of ^'Reports of County Superintendents." Imme- 
diately thereafter will appear a large number of Statistical Tables 
exhibiting comparative statistics showing the condition, increase, 
etc., of almost every topic of interest in our educational work. 
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GENEBAIi AND COMPAIIATIVE ST7MMABY OF 
THE STATISTICS, TOGETHER WITH IN- 
CREASE OR DECREASE OF 1896 AS 
COMPARED WITH 1896. 

Enumeration — White. 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 6 to 16 years, 1896 108,932 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 6 to 16 years, 1895 106,593 

Increase 2,339 

Enumeration of school youth, females, 6 to 16 years, 1896 101,291 

Enumeration of school youth, females, 6 to 16 years, 1895 99,430 

Increase 1,861 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 16 to 21 years, 1896 40,098 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 16 to 21 years, 1895 38,981 

Increase 1,117 

Enumeration of school youth, females 16 to 21 years, 1896 34,149 

Enumeration of school youth, females 16 to 21 years, 1895 32,550 

Increase 1,599 

Total enumeration of white youth, in State males, 1896 149,030 

Total enumeration of white youth, in State males, 1895.... 145,574 

Increase 3,456 

Total enumeration of white youth, in State, females, 1896 135,485 

Total enumeration of white youth, in State, females, 1895 131,980 

Increase 3,505 

Total enumeration of white youth of school age in State, 1896 284,515 

Total enumeration of white youth of school age in State, 1895 , 277,554 

Increase 6,961 

Enumeration — Colored. 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 6 to 16 years, 1896 4,539 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 6 to 16 years, 1895 4,436 

Increase 103 
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Enumeration of school youth, females, 6 to 10 years, 1896 4,546 

Enumeration of school youth, females, .6 to 10 years, 1895 4,457 

Increase 89 

Enumeration of school youth , males, 1 6 to 2 1 years, 1 896 • 1 ,586 

Enumeration of school youth, males, 16 to 21 years, 1895 1,494 

Increase 42 

Enumeration of school youth, females, 16 to 21 years, 1896 1,881 

Enumeration of school youth, females, 16 to 21 years, 1895 1,883 

Increase 48 

Total enumeration of colored youth, in State, males, 189^ <).075 

Total enumeration of colored youth, in State, males^ 1895 5,980 

Increase 145 

Total enumeration of colored youth in State, females, 1896 5,927 

Total enumeration of colored youth in State, females, 1895 5,790 

Increase 137 

To'al enumeration of colored youth of 'school age in State, 1896... 12,002 

Total enumeration of colored youth of school age in State, 1895... 11,720 

Increase 282 



Total Enumeration — WIdte and Colored. 

Total enumertion of school youth, white and colored, in State, 

1896 29(5,517 

Total enumeration of school youth, white and colored, in State, 

1895 289,274 

Increase 7,243 



Enrollment — Wdte. 

Number males enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1896 92,957 

Number males enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1895 94,4(11 

Decrease 1,504 

Number of females enrolled, 6 lo 16 years of age, 1896 86,124 

Number of females enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1895 87,o59 

Decrease 1,435 
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Nuinber of males enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1896 17,085 

Number of males enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1895 16,369 

Increase 726 

Number of females enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1896 12,269 

Number of females enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1895 11,533 

Increase 736 

Total number of males enrolletl, 1896 110,042 

Total number of males enrolled, 1895- 110,969 

Decrease 927 

Total number of females enrolled, 1896 98,393 

Total number of females enrolled, 1895 99,090 

Decrease 697 

Total number of males and females enrolled, 1896^ 208,452 

Total number of males and females enrolled, 1895 210,059 

Decrease 1,607 



Enrollment — Colored. 

Number of males enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1896 3,139 

Number of males enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1895 3,297 

Decrease 153 

Number of females enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1896 3,368 

Number of females enrolled, 6 to 16 years of age, 1895 3.541 

Decrease 173 

Number of males enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1896 373 

Number of males enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1895 379 

Decrease 6 

Number of females enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1896 350 

Number of females enrolled, 16 to 21 years of age, 1895 829 

Increase 21 

Total number of males enrolled, 1896 3,512 

Total number of males enrolled, 1895 3,778 

Decrease 266 
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Total number of females enrolled, 1896 3,718 

Total number of females enrolled, 1895 3,871 

Decrease 153 

Total number of males and females enrolled, 1 896 7,230 

Total number of males and females enrolled, 1895 7,646 

Decrease 419 



Total Enrollment — White and Colored. 

Total enrollment white and colored school youth, males, 1896 113,558 

Total enrollment white and colored school youth, males, 1895 114,747 

Decrease 1,189 

Total enrollment white and colored school youth, females, 1896 102,134 

Total enrollment white and colored school youth, females, 1895 102,961 

Decrease 827 

Total enrollment white and colored school youth, 1896 215,665 

Total enrollment white and colored school youth, 1895 217,708 

Decrease 2,043 



• 



NoN- Attendance — White. 

Number of school youth not attending school, 1896 76,063 

Number of school youth not attending sehool, 1895 67,503 

Increase 8,560 



NoN- Attendance — Colored. 

Number of school youth not attending school, 1896 4,762 

Number of school youth not attending school, 1895 4,071 

Increase 691 



NoN- Attendance — White cmd Colored. 

Total number of school youth not attending school, white and col- 
ored, 1896 80,825 

Total number of school youth not attending school, white and col- 
ored, 1895 71,574 

Increase 9,251 
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Per cent, of non-attendance, whi^e, 1896. 
Percent, of non-attendance, white, 1895 



27 
24 



Per cent, of non-attendauce, colored, 1896 
Per cent, of non-attendance, colored, 1895. 



39 
35 



Per cent, of non attendance, white and colored, 1896. 
Per cent, of non-attendance, white and colored, 1895. 



27 
25 



School Organization. 



Number of independent school districts, 1896. 
Number of independent school districts, 1895 



Increase, 



47 
47 



Number of magisterial districts, 1896. 
Number of magisterial districts, 1895. 



Increase 



381 
380 



Number of sub -districts, 18 
Number of sub -districts, 1895. 



Increase 



5,413 
5,250 

163 



School Houses. 



Number of frame houses in 1896. 
Number of frame houses in 1895. 



Decrease. 



4,750 
4,606 

144 



Number of log houses in 1896. 
Number of log houses in 1895 ., 



Decrease. 



577 
643 

66 



Number of brick and stone houses in 1896 
Number of brick houses in 1895 



Increase. 



148 
140 

8 



Total number of houses of all kinds, 1896. 
Total number of houses of all kinds, 1895.. 



5,475 
5,389 



Increase.. 



86 
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Total number of rented houses, 180() 
Total number of rented housed, 1895 



Increase. 



149 
113 



3G 



Number of houses build in 1896.. 
Number of houses built in 1895 . 



Increase. 



198 
172 



26 



Total number of school rooms in 1896. 
Total number of school rooms in 1895 . 



Increase, 



6,422 
6,307 



115 



Number of houses with improved desks, 1896. 
Number of houses with improved desks, 1895. 



Increase. 



4,051 
3,401 



650 



Number of houses with apparatus, 1893. 
Number of houses with apparatus, 1895 



Increase 



2.949 
2,793 



156 



Number of houses enclosed, 189 , 
Number of houses enclosed, 1895. 



Increase . 



607 
500 



47 



Number of houses with improved grounds, 18^6 
Number of houses with improved grounds, 1895, 



Uecreaee 



853 
372 



19 



Number of volumes in library in 1896. 
Number of volumes in library in 1895 



Increase, 



7,384 
7,1.32 



252 



Valuation of School Propkuty. 

Value of school houses in 1S96 $2,402,196 00 

Value of school houses in 1895 2,417,293 00 

Increase S 45,901 CO 

Value of land in 1896 $ 351,589 00 

Value of land in 1895 350,190 00 



Increase S 1,399 UU 
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Value of schoolfnrniture in 1896 $ 320,283 00 

Value of school furniture in 1895 804,104 00 

Increaac $ 16,179 00 

Value of apparatus in 1896 $ 74,563 00 

Value of apparatus in 1895 78,874 00 

Decrease $ 4,311 00 



• 



Valueof school libraries in 1196 $ 18,610 00 

Value of school libraries in 1895 15,073 00 

Increase. $ 3,437 00 



Total value of all school property in 1896 $3,227,141 00 

Total value of all school property in 1895 3,165,536 00 

Increase S 01,605 00 



Average value of school houses, ISO*) $ 450 00 

Average value of school houses, 181)5 448 00 

Increase $ 2 00 



Average Dailt Attendance — White. 

Males, 1896 71,fl86 

Males, 1895 71,:^62 

Increase 024 



Females, 1896 64,628 

Females, 1895 64,:m 

Increase 2-4 



Average Daily Attendance — Colored. 

Males, 1896 2,193 

Males, 1895 2,323 

Decrease 130 



Females, 1896 2,274 

Females, 1895 - 2,406 

Decrease 132 
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Ayebage Daily Attendance — White and Colored. 

Total males,- 1S9^^ 74.179 

Total males, 1805 7:>,t>S5 



Increate 494 

Total females, 1«»C 66,902 

ToUl females, 18'j5 66,800 



Increase 102 

Total male? and females, 1S96 141,081 

Total males and females, 169> .' 140,485 



Increase 596 



Miscellaneous Statistics Concerning Pupils. 

Number cases of tardiness, 1896 324,544 

Number cases of tardiness, 1895 275,050 



Increase 49,494 

Number of cases of corporal punishment, 18% 19,609 

Number of cases of corporal punishment, 1895 16,509 



lecrease 3,190 

Number of cases of suspension or dismissal from school, 1896 253 

Number of cases of suspension or dismissal from school, 1895 271 

Decrease 18 

Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy, 1896 10,893 

Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy, 1895 10,848 

Increase 45 

Average age of pupils, 1896 11 

Average age of pupils,',1895 11 



Teachers Employed— ^FA^^d. 

Employed in 1896, males, 3,695, females, 2,524; Total 6,219 

Employed in 1895, males, 3,646, females, 2,420; total 6,066 

Increase 153 

Holding State certificate, 1896, males, 104, females, 64; Total 168 

Holding State certificate, 1895, males, 91, females, 58; Total 149 

'increase.-. 19 



OF Free Schools. 13 

TL.l.linp No. 1, County certificates, 1896, males, 2,523, females, 

1,007, Total 4,230 

Holding No. 1, County certificates, 1895, males, 2,582, females, 

2,546, Total 5,126 

Decrease 896 

Holding No. 2, County certificates, 1896, males, 1,048, females, 

822, Total... 1,870 

Holding No. 2, County certificates, 1895, males, 945, females, 

812, Total 1,757 

Increase 113 

Holding No. 3, County certificates, 1896, males, 141, females, 145, 

Total ^ 283 

Holding No. 3, County certificates, 1895, males, 142, females, 119, 

Total .,. 261 



Increase 25 

Teachers EMrLOTED. — Colored. 

Employed, 1896, males, 133, females, 102, Total 235 

Employed, 1895, males, 119, females, 114, Total 233 



Increase. 



Holding State certificate, 1896, males, , females, , Total 

Holding State certificate, 1895, males, , females, , Total 



Increase. 



Holding No. 1 , County certificate, 1896, males, 66, females, 39, 

Total 105 

Holding No. 1, County certificate, 1895, males, 65, females, 42, 

Total 107 



Decrease. 



Holding No. 2, County certificate, 1896, males, 44, females, 32, 

Total 76 

Holding No. 2, County certificate, 180"), males, 46, females, 30, 

lotal 76 



Increase 00 

Holding No. 3, County certificate, 1896, males, 23, females, 31, 

Total 54 

Holding No. 3, County certilicate,- 1895, males, 20, females, 30, 

Total 60 

Increase 4 
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Teaciieus Employed.— White and Colored. 

Total teachers, white and colored, employed, 180(L 0,454 

Total teacherg, white and colored, enii)loyfcd, 1895 (5,299 

Increase 155 

Total holding State certificate, 1890 108 

Total holding State certificate, 1895 159 

Decrease 9 

Total holding No. 1, Comity certificate, 1890 4,130 

Total holding No. J, County certiiicate, 1895 5,128 

Decrease 9!W 

Total holding No. 2, County certificate, 1890 1,870 

Total holding No. 2, County certificate, 1895 1,757 

Increase 113 

Total holding No. 3, County certificate, 1890 280 

Total holding No. 3, County certificate, 1895 201 

Increase 25 

Gkaduates of State Normal Schools Employed as Tkauiiers. 

Total number male graduates employed, 1890 112 

Total number male graduates employed, 1895 132 

Decrease 20 

Total number of female graduates employed, 1890 125 

Total number of female graduates employed, 1895 L'U 

Decrease 9 

Total number male and fenule graduates employed, 1890 2.37 

Total number male and female graduates employed, lSi)5 2<)0 

Decrease 29 

NuMHEit OF Teaciieus who Have Tau(jiit Ten Years ou More. 

Teaching in 1890 1,287 

hing in 1895 1,201 

Increase 20 
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NuMUEU OF Tkaciieus who Havk Taught Five Years and Less 

Than Ten. 

TeaohiiiginlSmL ],700 

Teaching in 181)5 Ifi'Mi 

Incn^aso 70 

Teachers avho Have Taught One Year and Less Than Five 

Years. 

Teaching in 18i)(*> 8,130 

Teaching in ISUo 3,083 

Increase 47 

Teachers who Have Attended One of the State Normal 

Schools. 

Teaching in 18% 1,897 

Teaching in 1S!)5 1,870 

Increase 21 

7 EACHERs' Institutes. 

Nnmber of male toachora in attendance, 18tH) 5,0()0 

Number of nuile toachers in attemlance, lSi)5 4,902 

Increase 107 

Number of female teai^hers in attendance, 1890 3,922 

Number of female teacherH in attenlancte, 1895 3,829 

Increase 93 

NUMRER AND (iRADE OF FrEE ScHOOIJS. 

1890, hi^'li, 2-^ gratled, 180, primary, 5,lir). Total 5,017 

l39r>, high, 17, graded, 217, ]>rimary, r>,3;U. Total 5,595 

^ iiv ri ^iHv ••••••• •• M^ 

NUMRER OF IMONTHS TaUQHT RY WhITE TeACHERS. 

Males in 189(> 19,024 

Males in 18!)5 10,582 

Increase 2,442 

Females in 189() ^ 15,031 

Females in 1895 "„. 13,405 

lucrcoso 1,020 
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Number of Montus Taught by Colored Teachers. 

Males in 1896 770 

Males in 1895 714 



Increase 56 

Females in 1896 717 

Females in 1895 617 



Increase 100 

Number of Months Taught by Both White and Colored 

Teachers. 

Males in 1896 19,794 

Males in 1895 17,296 

Increase 2,498 

Females in 1896 : 15,748 

Females in 1895 14,023 

Increase 1,725 

Total Number of Months Taught by Teachers of Both Sexes 

AND Colors. 

1896 35,543 

1895 31,319 



Increase 3,224 

Average Length of School Term in Mo^THS. 

1896 5.55 

1895 5.00 



Increase .55 

Average Length of Term in Days. 

1896 Ill 

1895 100 



Inorease 11 

Average Rate of Salary Paid Teachers. 

1896 No. 1, $35.87, No 2, $26.39, No. 3, $20.00 $ 27.39 

1895 No. 1, $34 70, No. 2, $26.52, No. 3, $20.41 27.21 

Increase $ .18 



OF Fkek Schools. 17 

!S?'Ml^.i:r.l AN') Cl-A>'S OF ScilOOL ViSn\)U.S. 

Visit- bv Co'i^il^v Srii)'.'i'. \tr»;i lo'il-. i.-^"'*-' r» 328 

Visits hy C'wini^v :"ii^«'rii:U-i.'.li.'iiti;, l^.>r> :),S01 

I'>:rta:to 1,527 

Vi-yita by M«Mii'i).'-rr >i i',-^:^yt'H cf F']m';\t":':i, ■S;^:'i 3,()0G 

Visitd bv Monibi.'j'H oi' IJ'>l".i-:.5 ol" ;;,flut.'.s.t:()ii, I>-'.'') 1,*'70 



J' "I'Tt* '"Ji* 1 'A' '7 

Visits by tni^i- o=. :>^n 18,295 

Visits by trurfiCCH, 1^''> IS 119 

liicreaso 170 

Visits by paientg luv.l i^r.pr'.li.in.-, iSl'O 1-^1.874 

Visits by par-CDts iimi ^iia:'i:;uis, V-Vi') 2(),185 

Ii c.rvii^i.' ^,{)8y 

Vigits by otlif^r porsoiia, IS:)'.) 41,117 

Visits by other p;-rsojid, Ks.ir) r)\7.'>7 

Docr<*i;:^o (),GJ() 

Visits to parontP by t(\i('l»rrs, LSOf) 22,P8l 

Visits to pareLits by toucliers, lH"'j 21,7tJ9 

Iii(;re?*sc 1,272 

Kecetpts of Teachers' Fusu From all >ouncEs, rou the Years 

iS'jr> AND l.S'J6. 

Balance on han'i fmm !:\st ye^«r, IS'iG S lOJ.oHfi.oo 

Balance ou hand froui \wt year, IS'.i.") j()l,7S!>.20 

Oecreasc $ 777.0.3 

General State srlum] inn<l. <n«ir:i)ale<l. lSOi; $ :).S ',9:i">.:7 

General Statt) scliuul iinnl, dis^irii^iitcd, 1S'.>") :)7s.'*!ii).82 



Increase S L',128.o5 

Amount of dij'trict an«l city levies, 1S!»0 ^- 7ol,<>21.79 

Anif)\]nt of <]istrifl and citv levies, IS9") fj-M.GOS i 

Increase 'p J0t<,9j5.89 

Railroa<l tax, 189^ S 8-l,."):]0.09 

Kailroad tax, iSUo 72.510.41 

Increase $ 12,019.()8 
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Redemption of delinquent lands, 1896 $ 15,708 92 

Redemption of delinquent lands, 1895 6,119 36 

Increase .$ 9,589 56 

Sales of delinquent lands, 1896 $ 6,982 02 

Sales of delinquent lands, 1895 1,739 81 

Increase $ 5,242 21 

Tuition of pay pupils, 1896 $ 1,112 88 

Tuition of pay pupils, 1895 1,116 21 

Decrease $ 3 33 

Board of examiners, 1896 $ 

Board of examiners, 1895 18 25 

Decrease $ 18 25 

Other sources, 1896 $ 11,630 85 

Other sources, 1895 32,579 21 

Decrease $ 20,948 36 

Total amount of teachers^ fund from all sources, 1896 $1,365,458 05 

Total amount of teachers' fund from all sources, 1895 1,221,939 .99 

Increase $ 143,518 06 



D18BUB8EMENTS OF THE Teachers' FuiiD foe the Years 1895-1896. 

Paid to white male teachers, 1896 $ 583,546 98 

Paid to white male teachers, 1895.... 517,527 59 

Increase $ 66,019 39 

Paid to white female teachers, 1890 $ 479,376 30 

Paid to white female teachers, 1895 435,995 14 

Increase % 43,381 16 

Paid to colored male teachers, 1896 $ 26,776 55 

Paid to colored male teachers, 1895.. , 24,208 60 

Increas3 $ 2,567 95 

Paid to colored female teachers, 1896 « ) 22,812 72 

Paid to colored female teachers, 1895 < 19,972. 10 

Increase $ 2,940 62 
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Total paid white and colored male teachers, 1896 .^......$ 610,323 53, 

Total paid white and colored male teacherS; 18&5 /.:.;....,.:.'....: 541,736 ld~ 

Increase $ 68,587 34 

■ = ■ ■ - .-. -'■■'. ri 

■ . ■ . ■" .'r.'i 

Total paid white and colored female teachers, 1896 ..$ 502,189 02 

Total paid white and colored female teach^rs, 1895 455,967 24 

Increase...... ...$. 46^221 7^ 

*Total paid both sexes and oolors, 1896 $1,112,512 52 

Total paid both sexes and colors, 1895 « 997,703 43 



r-f 



Increase..., $ 114|,809 1^ 



Allowed for sheriffs' commission, 1896 $ 36,586 51 

Allowed for sheriffs' commission, 1895 *..... ,., ^. ., 3:^,046 5S^ 

Increase $ 4,539 99^ 



Allowed for delinquent lists, 1896 $ 54.009 41^ 

Allowed for delinquent lists, 1895.*.., 32,840 56 

Increase $ 21,168 85 



Allowed sheriffs* for exonerations, 1896 $ 4,127 89[ 

Allowed sheriff's' for exonerations, 1895 7,959 46* 

Decrease $ 3,831 57 

For amount overdrawn last year (1895) $ 14,541 3V 

For amount overdrawn last year (1894) 20,662 93 

Decrease $ 6,121 62 

Amount overdrawn, 1896 ;..$ 11,625 72 

Amount overdrawn, 1895 18,124 42 

Decreaae $ 1,498 70 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1896. $ 121,186 81, 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1895 113,243 69 

Increase $ 7,943 12 

Total amount of Teachers' Fund disbursed, 1896 $1,255,897 9Q 

Total amount of Teachers' Fund disbursed, 1895 1,121,820 72 

Increase $ 134,077 24 
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Receipt^ of the Building Fum> Fuo t all Sources for the 
Years Knding June 30, lS9r., and rluxr: 3n, IS'/O. 

Balance on hiuhi froiM hie*. \<':ir, 'S9) S "ir)4,.'Jr'0 .SO 

Balanct on liund fMiuinf--. ;. .::ii\ l^-.'-'; 17;.-I<;*J i)8 

I -ec- f oas:o ':? 1 7 . 1 1 Ji 88 

From (lii'triot levies, :8>'> $ 4oS^n:W 02 

From districl. levies, \H.yo -1.^7,')i:.S 08 

I:ii yc:;p<^ A 2i,>^:j3 04 

From ^^ailroad tiix. 1S(m i^i r)3.7r.2 81 

From Koilroiw.l tu^, IfcOf) o!,.").'! iii' 

Iiiova^^o >: 2,L0O «J) 

From pale of drlinqnont Ijinds, ISO!^ JJ 0,S07 t»5 

From bale L-f delinquent lande, i^'Jb «){;«; 80 

IncreiK-.e >:? (>.::1?1 15 

From redemption fif . I, «l:f(;'i(.'i:! !;i.i!:--, i.':N) S 10,-4.') 84 

From redemption oi" dxiliii'iuenl iandrf, \i-.W) i>.iy-'-\ 7/^ 

Li\rYvRe<.) s ;.,::-; 1 i»9 

Frotii all other 8omc«»p, is:=j;; ^ iOCDS 4A 

From all other £oiji-.ed, \!<W) L'4.''.»;0 -:> 

I/^:•■!>i.•.^'v' >.• 4.-;l'1 77 



• 



Total I'.mouril of r.!i:":Vr-;' V^w-A tf-i.Kt :''! }-'.ii ;■■;•'•«, '.^.i) S 70I.'Jr.7 48 

Total amy unt c.,f li'i'.-. '.ill'/ I'iiij-.! iw..; ■.■'.: -.vir. :•■.-•, ii-'-i r.'.;O.S'Jl '.".i 

i':^(:>'iUi' s i:»,4t.ir) 52 



DiSBURSEMlCNT OT TI^E J>r':!'\J '':;:') r = : : .-.-. !'i"lii»0'i::» FOR 

■!'i: Y\. v: ^; r ■■■' A •■■> ! ■■ ■■■ 



'I' 1 



V-.n: V\\:.y\-::\: •: 



•/',«•» ■ » »' 



Paid prine' pal on IN ii''."l ' ■ ';•, !> -. 'J-I.jKI 00 

Paid principal oil i/JKnlc-i I'vl'', i-'i..^"' .■;■.. "i.»i ''5 



f ■ 






1 fi if .■■■ 



::c^•.^ j-9 



Paid for land for Pcli(K>l pnrpnS'.'s, L*":'G I'.'-.l)-;'.* 

Paid for land for Hciiool pur pnscj:. isyo s'.:i-:.'»;' 
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I'll i tor (ro;':"o]i of : chr.dl hiiur^, .«, IS.-O $ 149,127 42 

r:i 111 fur i'l('Lli«.Hl i.)t^k'ii).'l Ii'.»:i -<::■', IS".*-') ](i4,151 37 

i)(-(:rease $ J5.0.i.> 75 

Tiii'l f r.'-t'l'n 1 }'M]'i:!n;'. i.v.^i $ 40,736 88 

ln(re.ii.o $ 0,9:^4 (U 

Paiil fr.r aT^piiratiis, !>■!»! S 1S..7:]5 fi8 

Taicl i"nri»ppa;atus, l.S».") L'I,4<>7 92 

I'eoroasc J? 2,7o2 24 

Total for pcniiain'iil iiiipniYfiiM'iits, is'.h). ^ 2()0,947 80 

Total for :>eriiiai)ci!t iiiiininc'iii'iiti-', IK'.m 27.J,790 00 

ntcroase $ 12,841 20 

For Cim:i;knt Kxi'iin.sks. 

riai'] for r.'irs, !Si.!ii $ 4,:i:j5 35 

Tiii'l U.r iviil:-. 1>." u r>,654 05 

Tncrense S C81 30 

VivA \ni' ir.v]. ]K ■■ j{; G0.i»28 42 

liicrer.fce $ 7,944 19 

Pai«l f.>r >([iai}R, lS).i i; 45,474 70 

Paid for ivi-uirs, i';-:;*.).") -Jo.sfM 14 

Paid for ^nveo:■»;u.c li<ni-(vJ an-i iniiloij'L' iovs, lS'.)i'» 58,57() 20 

Paid fv-r :. v.eipii::-:' ii'jii',v. and IjUilv^ii/ij,' lii'j-^, )y»o r)(\o78 33 

"IniLTns^ s 7,<i97 98 

Int('*"c-«.. i>i':u < 1 .;.:;:. 1 '> -t, i^'j) ■; ';;,(;<;() 06 

lnt(M-e;=,; i-ai^i o-i Ii^< ^.;^; ; l\''A. 'i^'f* 1 I,iyS 42 

i\:-\ ''>i ■■ !•.-... ' ■': jK ::: v:»:' iv 

r.:l-; ■.;j (■=:- :■■•: :■.-... .-. :v: :7.S:i: -IM 

l!>-r(:i>c * :;.;>?) sj 

', '. • .'■..,.. . . .■ •)! \" ■■! Ii' 1-- 

. ■ ' : ». -i .•■■!?■. . ■ ,» ... 1 . .; , !><• . .1 

IlU'lY"I^/» $ ■' * '^■■- ■' J*) 

I'M iV.«.l_',. «. laitY - -«—••■ «-■' 
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For Transacting the Business 

Per diem of members of Board of Education, 1896 $ 9,650 26 

Fer diem of members of Board of Education, 1895 9,561 00 

Increase $ 89 26 

Salaries of Secretaries- of Boards of Education, 1896 $ 6,324 50 

Salaries of Secretaries of Boards of Education, 1895 6,560 50 

Decrease % .236 00 

Paid for annual reports of Secretaries of Boards of Education, 1896...$ 3,779 88 

Paid for annual reports of Secretaries of Boards of Education, 1895 3,636 00 

Increase $ 143 88 

Paid for enumeration of pupils, 1896 $ 479 29 

Paid for enumeration of pupils, 1895 280 93 

Increase $ 198 36 

Allowed for sheriffj' commission, 1896 $ 23,466 09 

Allowed for sheri fife' commission, 1895 .-.. 21,079 30 

Increase $ 2,3^6 79 

Paid for fee bills and other business expenses, 1896 $ 7,663 17 

Paid for fee bills and other business expenses, 1895 10,852 38 

Decrease $ 3,189 21 

Total paid for transacting the business, 1896 $ 51,363 19 

Total paid for transacting the business, 1895 51,970 11 

Decrease $ 606 92 

For Delinquent Charges. 

Amount of delinquent list, 1896 $ 33,897 94 

Amount of delinquent list, 1895 27,106 31 

Increase % 6,791 63 

Ajnount of exonerations, 1896 % 8,050 04 

Amount of exonerations, 1895 7,825 12 

Increase $ 228 92 

Total Building Fund distributed for all purposes, 1896 $ 561,967 64 

Total Building Fund distributed for all purposes, 1895 542,706 63 

Increase $ 19,261 01 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1896 $ 158,791 68 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1895 161,692 67 

Decrease % 2,900 99 
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Recapitulation op Teachers' and Building Funds. 

Total JSeceipte— Includes Balance in Treasury from Preceding Years. 

Total amount of Teachers' Fund, 1896 $1,365,458 05 

Total amount of Teachers* Fund, 1895 1,221,939 99 

Total amount of Building Fund, 18% 704,267 48 

Total amount of Building Fund, 1895 690,801 96 

Total amount of both Teachers* and Building Fund, 18*>6 2,069,725 53 

Total amount of both Teachers* and Building Fund, 1895 1,912,741 95 

Balance of both funds on hand July 1, 1896 279,978 49 

Balanceof both funds on hand July 1,1895 274,936 86 

Total Disbursement of Teacher&' and Building Funds. 

Of the Teachers* Fund, 1896 $1,256,8.617 96 

Of the Teachers' Fund, 1895 1,121,820 72 

Of the Building Fund, 1896 ^ 561,967 64 

Of the Building Fund, 1895 542,706 63 

Total for both Funds, 1896 1,817,865 60 

Total for both Funds, 1895 1,664,527 35 

Cost of Education per Capita per Term. 

Based on enumeration, including all expense?, 1896 $ 6 12 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses, 1895 5 78 

Based on enrollment, including all expenses, 1896 8 18 

Based on enrollment, including all expenses, 1895 7 77 

Based on average daily attendance, including all expenses, 1896... 12 62 

Based on average daily attendance, including all expenses, 1895... 11 89 

Average Rate of Taxation — No. of cents on $100.00. 

For Teachers' Fund for 1896 37.3 

For Teachers* Fund for 1895 32.7 

For Building Fund for 18% 22.4 

For Building Fund for 1895 21.9 

Value of All Property in the State Subject to Taxation. 

Total value of real estate, 1896 $141,925,633 

Total value of real estate, 1895 147,673,069 

Total value of personal property, 1896 51,307,197 

Total value of personal property, 1895 53,905,180 

Total value of railroad property, 1896 22,437,102 

Total value of railroad property, 1895 22,437,495 

Total value of all property, 1896 216,669,932 

Total value of all property, 1895 224,025,744 
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THE EDTJCATIOl^AIi WO:^.^ THX (yy:'L£^ Busi^?;ss 

It will he seen hv an c.\;'.!nin.'{i:')^i of t;i?' l: oi-v.r (i.M\';;Mi .rji-l 

Coiii[)ar:itivo Sinnni?'i'v t ■'.*>« th'* St JH' '-^ ^ .\r ■■• '"■. ; • I. ■.-■'•■» '••■vn o[' 
money HiiiiiiJilly i:i li;'- i-.. ')>;>()!•• '»;; i):m- c.-lui: j; i',« . v-.nk •.(!'<'-mI, 
this is \[\^'. liiosl i!n[)'/;l;iiiL i>'.j.-inis-; r:rv{'pji i^o i?; iij-.' ;"^:ii<.' W^'jri 

C();i(lili.>'»S (;'■ Whifll ill'- :^\\\'^ I)/;S Mirt\^^.i !• mi <.'.:■' -l',.; !> ;■ :) ./.Ji^Ki 

Fchool wiiliM; 1 each (>♦ c* crv < : i'-i '■-•:i ri on 1. - >»!:, ■.•;■ •,v;i-> ii»j)y 
find its hoiin' Imm'o. in •;:> «;i!ii: •:^> J » *:i'.''', Ih • '- .,i> :?;i:r.; .11 -• tix- 
iiends tiie lai'iii.v r;r.!-i.i<>n * l »i-^ U)\i- ]i-v'':\[\->< ■-^■.n: :!:ii!.r ».. .• ^ .,ii 
not i>e s:ilfl <>;■ ?iny v>l'K:r AMi^r'c:^: c ■'••i::i'in\i'.^'-!'!i. "]';»(• -:iiii tliiis 
exi)ond(ul is (Icriv:^! 1. ■')•!• i:.h; v'-i c.. ;■).•; S.-'i > >i h\\ ;.i. ■' :i-it^ lii«n- 
hle): the (jr»nciid Stale i''>t! id, lui'i I-x'd iov:-.-.. o;i. 'i oL' w.doli wiil 
now be bru-ily n(-iicrc'd. 



THE SOJTOOL FU''7) r: ■..^IZT-JJOl'M/^). 

In the l:st I'\:ir!ial l-»^)>nT:nr t'i> '»f: i '■. : ■ r . r« "• !: in- 
formation re;:;:rdiuo; tiiC v'^'iSiiiulin^'!! .:•,..)■/ .. . ;. -iiv-t;]:.^ "'Dml: 
the .soUi ce.-. iTwin \', liiJi !;. i.> :...<.:::•.:■:.■ ■/ .. ....... .i. . .«';; < " its 

investment, 'iiv) :U)iiv)\v ):•'.( i.vlilr- sliir.^- iin} ■.•Kidlii-ip oi tiiis fund 
aa it was on the 1st d;t\' of Jidy, l.>. «>: 
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TABLE A. 

Statement IShcwwg the Condition of the Irreducible School Fund 

on the Ist day of July ^ 1896, 



THE SCHOOL FUND. 

Description of Invested School Fund. 

Stock in First National Bank, Fairmont, W. Va_ $ 50.(X0 00 

Stock in Parkersburg National Bank 40,000 00 

Stock in National Bank of West Virginia at Wheeling 3U,0t0 00 

$ 130,000 00 

U. 8. Begistered Central Pacific Railroad Bonds. 

No. 251, dated January 22, 1868, interest from January 1, 18«8 8 10,000 00 

No. 252, dated January 22, 1868. interest from January 1, 1868 10,000 00 

$ 20.000 00 

U. 8. Begistered Union Pacific Bailroad Bonds. 

No. 1982, dated January 21, 1869, interest from January 18, 1869 $ 10,000 00 

No. 15^5, dated January 21. 1869, Interest from January 18, 1869 5,00() 00 

No. 235, dated March 13, 1869, interest from February 10, 1869 10.000 00 

No. 236, dat^'d March 13. 1869, interest from February 10. 1869 _ 10,000 00 

No. 3739, dated October 27. 1873. interest from July 1. 1873 10.000 00 

No. 3759, dated November 7, 1873, interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00 

$ 55,000 00 

Wheeling City Bonds. Four and one-half per cent.— Interest Payable 
Annually on the first day of November. 

418 bonds dated November 1, 1881, ($100 each) $ 41,200 00 

33 bonds, dated November 1, 1881, ($500 each) 16,500 00 

17 bonds, dated November 1, 1881, ($!,000 each) 17,000 00 

$ 74,700 00 

Barbour County Bonds . Six per cent. ^Interest Payable Annually 

January l. 

50 bonds, dated November 1, 1882, (Nos. 1 to 50 inclusive, $1,000 each) $ 50,000 00 

Bonds of Independent School District of Charleston, Six per cent.— In- 
terest Payable Annually, Oct. 24, April lo, Aug. 6, ana Aug. 1. 

20 bonds, dated October 24. 1887, (Nos. 1 to 20 inclusive, $500 each) $ 10,000 <)0 

100 bonds, dated August 6. 1888, (Nos. 41 to 140 inclusive, $100 each) 10,000 00 

2U bonds, dated April 10, 1888, (Nos. 21 to 40 inclusive. $500 each) 10.000 00 

8 bonds, dated October 3, 1888, (Nos. 145, 146, 147, $1,000 each) 3,000 00 

1 bond, dated Octobers. 1888. No 141, $-500 .'WO 00 

10 bonds, dated December 12, 1888, (Nos 148 to 157 inclusive, $1,000 each) 10.000 00 

2 bonds, dat^d August, 1, 1889, (Nos. 178 and 179, for $5000 each) 10,000 00 

1 bond, dated August 1, 1889, No. 177 5,000 00 



Bonds of Bipley District, Jackson County, Six per cent.— Interest Pay- 
able Annually July 1. 



$ 58,500 00 



50 bonds, dated July 1, 1887, (Nos. 101 to 150 inclusive, $100 each) $ 5,000 00 

49 bonds, dated July 1. 1887, (Nos. l.=S2 to 200 inclusive, $100 each) 4,900 00 

1 bond, dated July 1, 1887, (No. 99, $100) 100 CO 



Orafton District, Taylor County, Bonds, Six per cent— Interest Pay- 

able Annually January 1. 



$ 10,000 00 



20 bonds, dated October 23, 1832, (Nos. 1 to 20 incuslve, $1,000 each). $ 20,000 00 

Bonds of the Independent School District of Elisabeth, in Wirt County j 
Six per cent,— Interest Payable Annually June 15. 

12 bonds, dated June 15, 1893, of $500 each $ 6,000 00 

Bonds of the town of Grafton, Five per cent. —Interest Payable Annu- 
ally July 1. 

80 bonds, dated July 1, 1894, (Nos . 1 to 80 inclusive, $600 each) $ 40,000 00 

Bonds of Berkeley County, Four per Cfnt. winter est Payable Semi'An- 

nuauyy January i and July i. 

170 bonds, dated Jan'y 1, 1896, $500 each, (Nos. from 61 to 230 inclusive). $ 85,000 00 



« 
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Bonds of Clay County , Six per cent. Interest Payable' Annually* Oct. 1. 

15 bonds, dated Oct. 1, 1894, (Nos. 4, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, if, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 

23, 24 and 25, for $1,000 each $ 15,000 00 

Bonds of the Board of Education. Greenbrier District, Summers County, 
Six per cent. —Interest Payable Annually March 1. 

120 bonds, dated March 2, 1896, Noe. from 1 to 120, for $100 each $ 12 000 00 

Bonds of the town of Parsons, W. Va., dated Nov. l, 1895.— Interest at 
Six 2)e7'' cent., Payable ]\ovember 1, Annually. 

30 bonds, of $100 each, Nos. 1 to30 $ 3,000 00 

Bonds of theBoard of Education Independent School District of Spen- 
cer, Boane County, dated July 1, ihu5.— Interest Six per cent. 
Payable Annually on July l. 

80 bonds, of $100eaoh, Nos. 1 to 80inclu8ive $ 8,0C0 00 

Balance in Treasury, uninvested July 1, 1896 $ 257,482 25 

Total amount of the School Fund July 1, 1896 $ 834,682 85 

From the forgoing table it appears that at the close of the school 
year 1896^ the total amount of the fund is $834,682.25. 

How the Fund is Accumulated. 

From an analysis of this constitutional law it appears that the 
sources from which, or by which, the said Permanent or Invested 
Fund have been, or ma^ be, increased are nine in number, as fol- 
lows : 

1. Money accruing to this State from forfeited, delinquent, waste 
and unappropriated Jands. 

2. From lands heretofore sold for taxes and purchased by the 
State of Virginia, if hereafter redeemed or sold to others than this 
State. 

3. All grants, devises, or bequests that may be made to this 
State for the purpose of education or when the purpose of such 
grants, devises or bequests are not specified. 

4. This State's just share of the Literary Fund of Virginia, 
whether paid over or otherwise liquidated. 

6. Any sums of money, stocks, or property which this State 
shall have the right to claim from the State of Virginia for edu- 
cational purposes. 

6. The proceeds of the estates of persons who may die without 
leaving a will or heir, and of all escheated lands. 

7. The proceeds of any taxes that may be levied on the revenues 
of any corporation. 

8. All moneys that may be paid as an equivalent for exemption 
from military duty. 

9. Such sums as may, from time to time, be appropriated by the 
Legislature for the purpose. 

The Annual Increase of the Fund. 

Frequent inquiries are made regarding the annual inci ease of 
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this Fund. The following will show Ihe amount added to it annu- 
ally for each of the last four years, as shown by the Reports of 
the Auditor's office, with the separate sources from which such 
increase has been derived : 

Addition to the Fund in 1893. 

From sale of forfeited land $ 954 47 

From redemption of land, Auditor's office 6,023 40 

From sale of delinquent lanfi 1,449 63 

From redemption of land forfeited 1,137 07 

From sale of waste and unapprepriated land 586 69 

From tax on premiums. 17,596 31 

From tax on jeross receipts from Telegraph companies 408 78 

From tax on receipts from Express companies. 477 47 

From sale and redemption of forfeited lands 53 61 

Total received into The School Fund 9 27,686 33 

ADDITION TO THE FUND IN 1894. 

From redemption of land at Auditor's office 9 2,006 47 

From bonds called, City of Wheeling 9,100 00 

From sale of delinquent land 6,885 82 

From redemption of forfeited land 2,157 07 

From sale of waste and unappropriated land 51 16 

From tax on premiums 19,589 SI 

From sale of forfeited lands 1,346 57 

From tax on gross receipis from Telegraph companies « 412 23 

From tax on gros* receipts from Express companies 748 96 

From sale and redemption of forfeited lands „ 882 21 

ToUl received into The School Fund $ 41,678 29 

ADDITION TO THE FUND IN 1895. 

From redemption of land at Auditor's office S 8,715 32 

From sale of delinquent lands « 1,762 91 

From tax on premiums 19,736 81 

From tax on gross receipts from Express companies _ 945 16 

From tax on gross receipts from Telegraph companies 462 47 

From sale and redemption of forfeited lands 1,677 45 

Total received into The School Fund r 9 83,299 63 

ADDITION TO THE FUND IN 1896. 

From redemption of lands at Auditor's office 9 6,552 35 

From sale of delinquent lands 12,092 37 

From tax on premiums _ 21,812 09 

From tax on gross receipts from Express companies 975 52 

From tax on gross receipts from Telegraph companies. 478 64 

From sale and redemption of forfeited lands 996 77 

Total received into The School Fnnd 9 42,907 64 

From the foregoing it appears that the average annual increase 
in this fund for the past four years has been $36,393,22, and it is 
not probable, that tnis increase will be much greater for several 
years to come. 
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How THIS Fond is Invested. 

• 
By law, the "Board of the School Fund,'' composed as it is of 
the Governor, State Superintendent of Free Schools, Auditor, and 
T/-easurer, is required to invest this fuud in such manner as maybe 
prescribed, and while by the statement it appears that there are 
$257,482 25 in the treasury uninvested^ yet this sum is not idle for 
the State depositories in which it is placed, pay interest on it at 
the rate of 3 per cent, compounded quarterly, so that there is no 
part of this fund, at any time, from which an income is not deriv- 
ed. 

What Should be Done with this Fund ? 

In answer to this question, 1 made the following reply in the 
Eleventh Biennial Report of this office, viz : 

"The question. What ehall be done with this Fund? is often 
asked, and recently an opinion has obtained on the part of some 
that provision should be made for its gradual distribution. 
But for this opinion no satisfactory reasons have as yet been 
given. A State without a "Permanent School Fund" would be an 
anomaly. A broad statesmanship has by legislation, created these 
Irreducible School Funds, and there is probably not a State on this 
continent, and it is believed that there is not a commonwealth in 
the world, having a public school system, that does not have such a 
fund. In evidence, the following States with their respected Invested 
School Funds, may be cited, viz: Minnesota, $11,508,800.00, which 
amount is to increase to 820,000,000.00 ; Iowa, $4:,695,313.76; Ohio, 
$4,640,435.14; Illinois, $12,357,561.43; Kentucky, $2,389,127.11; 
Wisconsin, $3,358,502.50; Delaware, $546,890.00; Massachusetts, 
$3,670,548.14, to which sum the legislature is to add $100,000.00 
annually until the fund reaches $20,000,000.00; Colorado, $1,100,- 
000.00; Montana, $116,892.37; Connecticut, $2,012,169.54; Mis- 
souri, $11,780,775.43; Kaunas, $6,093,479.65; Mississippi, $1,016,- 
000.00 ; Texas, $22,000,000.00; North Carolina, $129,250.00; Ne- 
vada, $1,047,000.00 ; New Jersey, $3,438,411.10 ; New York, $4,- 
000,000.00; Oregon, $2,500,000.00; Rhode Island, $285,623.22; 
Louisiana, $1,125,000.00; Washington, $695,500.00; Florida, $647,- 
271.27. More might be given, but these are sufficient to show that 
the States doing most for public education ^are those having large 
Invested School Funds. Ours has accumulated and continues to 
increase without direct taxation, and hence its creation and con- 
tinuance is not felt by the people, who would feel it, were they to 
pay directly the amount which this fund now yields, and will con- 
tinue to yield in the future. It is believed that every dollar of 
this fund can be safely and profitably invested in local securities in 
the State." 
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The General School Fund. 

The second heading under which the State's school revenues 
may. be classed is that of the "General School Fund." 

This fund is created under the provisions of section 61 of Chap- 
ter XLV. of the Code, the sources from which it is derived being 

1. A levy of 10. cents on each one hundred dollars. 

2. The net proceeds of all Fines. 

3. Proceeds of Capitation Tax. 

4. Proceeds of the Invested School Fund. 

The gross amount of this Fund is ascertained by the Auditor in the 
month of June of each year, and that official, after deducting the sal- 
aries of County Superintendents, printing and binding for the De- 
partment,salaries of State Superintendent and clerks,ref unding over- 
paid taxes, traveling expenses of State Superintendent of Free 
Schools, and pay of institute instructors, certifies the net amount of 
the said Fund to the State Superintendent of Free Schools who ap- 
portions it on the basis of the enumeration of school youths, to the 
several cities and counties as required by law. The following 
table, marked "B," exhibits the enumeration of school youth, and 
the distribution to each county based thereon for the years 1895 
and 1896, the per capita for each pupil being $1.309716, (practic- 
ally $1.31), for the year 1895; and $L28499, (practically $1.29), 
for the year 1896. 
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Local Levies. 

We have seen how in 1896, the "Invested or Irreducible School 
Fund was augmented $12,887.61, and that the gross amount of the 
General School Fund was $105,650.98, and the net amount of the 
same was $380,995.17, but the chief source of the school revenues is 
derived from "Local Levies" — that is, Magisterial Districts, In- 
dependent School Diistricts, and city levies, as laid, as prescribed 
by law, by the various Boards of Education. These levies are 
made up of what is known as the "Teacher's Fund" and the 
".Building Fund;" the former of which in the year 1896, amounted 
to $1,255,396.96, and the latter, in the same year, to $560,189.28, a 
total aggregate of $1,815,586.25, which added to the gross amount 
of the General School Fund," viz: $105,650.98 for said year, and 
we have as a grand total, the sum of $2,221, 27322 expended for pub- 
lic school purposes alone in the year 1896. Add to this the sum of 
$21,200.00 expended by the State for the improvement and 
maintenance of the State University, and $56,950.00 expended 
for similar purposes for the State Normal School and its branches, 
and we have a total sum of $2,299,387.22 expended by the State in 
the year 1896, for Primary, Secondary and Higher education. 



Units of School Administration. 

Under our Free School Law there are t^o minor units of ad- 
ministration, that is, two units of school government, and upon 
the administration in these, depends almost entirely the success of 
the State's Educational work. The first of these units is 

The Magisterial District. 

In it the administration of aU School Law is in the hands of a 
Board of Education elected by the people, and a board of trustees 
in each sub-district, appointed by the Board of Education. The 
powers and duties of each are defined by the general School Law 
of the State. These Magisterial Districts owe their existence to 
the provisions of the general State Law. By the provisions of 
Section 1 of Article VII. of the first constitution, it was declared 
that: ''Every county shall be divided into not less than three nor 
more than ten townships, laid off compactly as practicable, with 
reference to natural boundaries." In compliance with this con- 
stitutional provision, the Legislature passed an act on the 31st day 
of July, 1863, containing a schedule in which m ere named promi- 
nent men in each county whose duty it was made to divide the 
several counties, as required by the constitution. By an act of 
the Legislature, December 10, 1863, these townships were declared 
to be School Districts under the care of Boards of Education who 
were to divide them into such sub-districts as might be necessary. 
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The present constitution, framed in 1872, incorporated this pro- 
vision, so that no change has been made in this school unit since 
the formation of the State In n^any of these magisterial districts 
a^e towns in which there are schools employing three or more 
teachers, and wherever this is the case, and the people of the dis- 
trict have not voted to make the said school a High School, the 
Board of Education should make an order declaring it to be a graded 
school, and th^n, under the provisions of section 26 of the School 
Law, assume control of the school, employ teachers therefor, pre- 
scribe a course of study, making such special regulations ad may be 
necessary for the government and management of said graded 
school. The second unit is that of 

The Independent School District. 

The Independent School District exists, not under the provisions 
of general law, but under those of special statutes, each conferring 
upon the Independent District thus created, privileges and limita- 
tions, each to be controlled by a Board of Education elected by 
the people. The Board is clothed with the powers and duties of 
both Board of Education and trustees combined, as they exist in 
the Magisterial Districts*. The first of these Independent Districts 
was created in 1867, and by the year 1872, there were fourteen in 
existence. A provision in the constitution framed that year, de- 
clared that '*no Independent Free School District shall be created 
thereafter without the majority of the voters concerned voting in 
favor thereof." These districts have 'increased until now they 
number forty-seven. 

Are the schools in the Independent Districts doing the work the 
law designs them to do? Have high and graded schools been 
established, and courses of study prescribed therefor, as provided 
in the special statutes creating these districts? If so, it is well for 
the State, but if not, then an all important duty has been neg- 
lected, and the educational work of the State has suffered in con- 
sequence. There is not one of these Independent School Districts 
existing in the State, in which there should not exist a high, or 
graded school, with a full and complete course of study. If these 
schools are not thus organized, the boards should at once perfect 
such organization. Then will the foundation of our educational 
work be laid broad and deep, and the schools of all grades will be 
doing the work designed for them to do. The following is a list of 
existing Independent Distiicts, with date of creation, references to 
succeeding legislation and powers and duties of the board of edu- 
cation in each, as provided by the original act or amendatory 
ones thereto: 

Barhoursville^ Cabell county, established February 12, 1867, 
page 23, Acts of 1867. Board of Education has same powers con- 
ferred upon it as belong to Boards of Education of Magisterial 
Districts, thus giving it power to establish a High or Graded 
School, as provided in sections 24 and 26 of the general School 
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law, and to prescribe the branches to b© taught, and a course of 
study therefor. 

Beliiygton^ Barbour county, established February 23, 1893, 
page 47, Acts of 1893. No provision regulating course of study, 
or branches to be studied. The Board has the same powers as the 
boards of Magisterial Districts; that is, it can establish a High or 
Graded School, under the provisions of sections 24 and 26 of the 
general School Law. 

Buckhannon^ Tp^hur county, established March 12, 1881, page 
371, Acts 1881. B ard required to conform to general School 
Law. No course of study or branches prescribed by statute. 
1 he Board may establish High or Graded Schools, as provided in 
last named sections of the general law. 

Burning Springs^ Wirt county, established February 15, 1872, 
page 49, Acts of 1872. The Board is given power, under special 
statute, to establish an adequate number of Primary schools, and 
a centrnl High School, in which may be taught all the branches of 
education u<iually taught in colleges. 

Ceredol Wayne county, e&tabished February 28, 1872, page 
190, Acts of 1872. The Board has power, under special statute, 
to establish one or more Graded Schools, or a High School of such 
grade as the wants of the people may require. 

Charleston City, Kanawha county, established February 16, 
1871, page 67, Aks of 1871; page 320, Acts of 1881; page 207, 
Acts of 1887; page 72, Acts of 1889-90; page 104, Acts of 1895. 
Act empowered City Council to make rules for the government of 
the schools. Law amended February 28th, 1881, so as to create a 
Board of Educati(m with power to establish, grade and control the 
schools of the city. Board to 'adopt a list of text-books and to 
furnish indigent children with books and stationery. Teachers 
employed in said schools are examined by a City Board of Exam- 
iners. 

Clarksburg. Harrison county, established February 26, 1867, pasre 
101 Acts of 1867; page 45 of Acts of 1868. Board has power, under 
special statute, to establish a Graded School, or schools, where, in 
addition to the branches taught in the common schools, they may 
teach Algebra, Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, and 
such other branches as the Board may determine. 

Elizabeth^ Wirt rounty, established February 21, 1871, 
page 110, Acts of 1871; page 374, Acts of 1881. Board has power 
to establish an adequate number of Primary Schools, and a central 
High School, in which may be taught all the branches of educa- 
tion usually taught in colleges. 

Elkins, Randolph county, established February 23, 1893, page 50, 
Acts of 1893. No provision as to course of study, or branches to 
be taught. The Board is given all powers belonging to a Board of 
Education in a Magisterial District, and may therefore establish a 
High or a Graded school under the provisions of sections 24 and 
26, of the general School Law, and may prescribe course of study 
therefor. 
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Fairmont^ Marion county, established February 25, 1869, page 
31, Acts of 1869. Board has power to establish an adequate num- 
ber of Primary Schools, and a central High School, in which may 
be taught all the branches of education usually taught in colleges. 

Fayetteville^ Fayette county, established February 21, 1887, page 
50, Acts of 1887. No course of Study or branches prescribed by 
law. Board has same powers as Board of Education in Magisterial 
Districts, and may proceed, under the provisions of sections 24 
and 26, to establish a High or Graded School, and prescribe branches 
to be taught therein. 

Fetterman^ Taylor county, established Mnrch JO, 1881, pasre 
337, Acts of 1881. No course oi study or branches prescribed by 
law. Board has powers conferred by general School Law. It has 
power under general School Law, sections 24 and i^6, to establish 
a High or Graded School, and to prescribe course of Study there- 
for. 

Glenville^ Gilmer county, established February 28, 1872;. pages 
248-51, Acts of 1872; page 85 Acts of 1885. Board has power to 
establish Primary schools and a central High School, in which shall 
be taught all the branches of education usually taught in colleges. 

Grafton^ Taylor countv, established February 16, 1872; page 72, 
Acts of 1872. The Act declares that the School Commissioners 
shall have exclusive control of the schools of the town, and they 
may therefore establish such grade of school as they may deem 
proper. 

ofuyandotte^ Cabell county, established March 9, 1882, page 
568, Acts of 1882. No course of study or branches prescribed by 
Jaw. Board has same powers as those conferred upon Boards of 
Education of Magisterial Districts. The Board may, therefore, 
act in compliance with the provisions of sections 24 and 26 of the 
School Law, in the establishment of a High or Graded School, and 
Course of Study for same. 

Ilarrisville^ Ritchie countyt established February 28, 1872, 
page 175, Acts of 1872; page 3, Acts of 1885. Board has power to 
establish Primary schools and central High School, in which may 
be taught all the branches of education usually taught in colleges. 

Ilarman., Grant county, established February 17, 1871, page 
89, Acts of 1871. The act requires the Board to establish a Graded 
School in said District, in addition to conferring upon it all the 
powers given to Boards of Education of Magisterial Districts. 

Hartford City, Mason county, established March 5, 1868, page 
150, acts of 1868. Board of Education composed of the Town 
Council, has s«me powers as a Board of Education in a Magisterial 
District. It can make an order establishing a Graded School as 
provided in section 26 of the School Law, or it may establish a 
High School under the provisions of section 24 of said Law. 

Huntington City^ Cabell county, established February 7, 1889, 
page 166, Acts of 1871; page 3 11, Acts of 1889-90; page 190, 
Acts of 1891. The Board has power to establish such schools, in- 
cluding High Schools, as in its judgment may seem best. The 
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branches to be taught in the High Schools and the other school?, 
shall be prescribed by the City Superintendent with the approval of 
the Board of Education. The Board may prescribe a uniform list 
of text books to be used in the schools and furnish books and sta- 
tionery for indigent children. Teachers in said schools are re- 
quired to pass an examination conducted by the City Board of Ex- 
aminers. 

Jane Lew^ Lewis county, established February 25, 1882, page 
80, Acts of 1882. The Board of Education is clothed with the 
sane powers as those bestowed upon Boards of Education of Mag- 
isterial Districts; hence it can establish a Graded School or a High 
School as provided by general School Law, i, ^., in sections 24 
and 26. 

Keyser, Mineral county, established March 1, 1877, page 120, 
Acts of 1877; pa/e 55, Acts of 1879. The Board is governed by 
the general School L'^w; L e.^ its powers and duties are the same as 
those of Boards of Education of Magisterial Districts, and it may, 
therefore, establish a Graded or High School under the provisions 
of sections 24 and 26. 

Lewisburg^ Greenbrier county, established Februarsr 10, 1872, 
page 30, Acts of 1872. The Board has power to establish an ade- 
quate number of Primary schools, and a central High School, in 
which may be taught all the branches of education taught in acad- 
emies or colleges. 

Martinshurg City^ Berkeley county, established December 26, 
1873, page 615, Acts of 1872-3; pages 23, 190, Acts of 1875. Board 
has power to establish a High School, in which shall be taught such 
higher branches as the Superintendent, with the approval of the 
Board, may designate. The Board also selects text-books for use 
in its schools, and furnishes books and stationery for indigent 
children. ^Teachers are examined by City Board of Examiners. 

Mason City^ Mason county, established February 21, 1871, 
page 113, Acts of 1871. The Act makes it the duty of the Board 
to establish an adequate number of Primary schools and a central 
High School, in which may be taught all the branches of educa- 
tion usually taught in colleges. 

Morgantown^ Monongalia county, established February 24. 
1868, page 46, Acts of 1868; page 72, Acts of 1869; page 439, Acts 
of 1872-3. Board clothed with same powers and duties as Boards 
of Magisterial Districts and in the same manner it can establish a 
Graded or High School: that is, in accordance with ihe provisions 
of sections 24 and 26 of the general School Law. 

Moundsville City^ Marshall county, established February 26, 
1867, page 94, Acts of 1867; page 334', Acts of 1881; page 20,' Acts 
of 1891; page 108, Acts of 1895. The Act creating it was amended 
February 1 1 , 1895. The Board has power to establish a Graded 
School or Schools, in which the elementary branches of education 
shall be taught, togrether with Algebra, Geometry, Natural Philos- 
ophy, Chemistry, English Literature, and such other branches of 
study, including Mathematics, Natural Science, Literature and 
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Language, as the Board may, from time to time, adopt and pre- 
scribe. Board prescribes text-books for pupils and books of refer- 
ence for teachers. Teachers examined by special Board of Exam- 
iners. 

Nefw Haven^ Mason county, established February 23, 1887, 
pa2:e 126, Acts of 1883. The Board is governed by the provisions 
of the general School Law, under which like a Board of a Magis- 
terial District, it may establish a Graded or High School, under its 
provisions as declared in sections 24 and 26 of the said law. 

New Camhedand^ Hancock county, established February 17, 
1883, page 26, Acts of 1883. Board governed by general School 
Law of the State. No course of study or branches prescribed by 
law. Graded or High School may be established, as prescribed by 
sections 24 and 26. 

Palatine^ Marion county, established March 10, 1879, page 166, 
Acts of 1879. The Board of Education is given power to establish 
a Graded School. No cou'^se of study prescribed by law. Board 
can do this under the provisions of sections 24 and 26 of general 
School Law. 

Parkerahurg City^ Wood county, established March 14, 1882, 
page 573, Acts of 1882; page 143, Acts of 1887; page 106, Acts of 
1885. The Board has power to establish such schools, including 
High Schools, as in its judgment may be best. The branches to 
be taught are those prescribed by the City Superintendent, with 
the approval of the Board of Education. Board prescribes text- 
books for pupils and requires teachers to be examined by a City 
Board of Examiners. 

Petersburg^ Grant county, established February 23, 1871, page 
118, Acts of 1871. The Board was required by the act creating it to 
establish a Graded School in the said Independent District. When 
it has done this, it may prescribe course of study under the pro- 
visions of sections 24 and 26 of the general School Law. 

Philippi, Barbour county, established March 4, 1869, page 105, 
Acts of 1869 ; page 74, Acts of 1870; page 89, Acts of 1882; page 
129, Acts of 1883- The Board is vested with the same powers as a 
Board of Education of a Magisterial District, and it may therefore 
establish a High or Graded School, with prescribed course of study 
under the provisions of sections 24 and 26 of the general School 
Law. 

Point Pleasant^ Mason county, established February 24, 1887, 
page 135, Acts of 1887. The Board is required to conform to the 
general School Law of the State, and is therefore vested^with the 
same powers as a Board of Education of a Magisterial District. 
No provision for course of study or prescribed branches, but under 
the provisions of the general School Law the Board has power to 
establish a High or Graded School, and prescribe a course of study 
therefor. 

Pruntytown^ Taylor county, established February 28, 1872 page 
180, Acts of 1872; page 213, Acts of 1889-90. The Board has 
power to establish an adequate number of Primary schools and a 
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central High School, in which may be taught all the branches of 
education usually taught in colleges. 

Bavenswood^ Jackson county, established March 1, 1870, page 
69, Acts of 1870; pages 71-2, Acts of 1877; page 302, Acts of 1881. 
The Board has power to establish an adequate number of Primary 
schools and a central High School, in T^hich may be taught all the 
branches of education usually taught in colleges, and to make or- 
dinances, by-laws and reflations for the government of all persons 
and things under its authority. 

Eipley^ Jackson county, established February 16, 1872, page 71, 
Acts of 1872; pages 608-9, Acts of 1872-3; page 132, Acts of 1877. 
The Board has power to make such rules for the government of the 
pchools under its jurisdiction as it may deem expedient or necessary 
for the advancement of pupils attending the same. It can, there- 
fore, prescribe a course of study, including such branches as it may 
deem best to have taught, and may establish a High or Graded 
School. 

Salem J Harrison and Doddridge countiep, established February 
18, 1871, page 96, Acts of 1871. In connection with the schools 
provided for in the general law of the State, the Board has au- 
thority to establish an institute in which may be taught all branches 
necessary to prepare students for advanced classes in colleges, for 
teachinor and for business. 

St. Albans^ Kanawha county, established February 28, 1872, page 
167, Acts of 1872. The Board has no powers except those confer- 
red by the general School Law of the State, and it can only es- 
tablish a Graded or High School in accordance with its provisions, 
as declared in sections 24 and 26 of said law. 

Sheets^ Mills^ Harrison county, established February 28, 187 J, 
page 230, Acts of 1871. Board has same powers and duties as a 
Boa* d of a Magisterial District, being governed by the provisions 
of the general School Law. If it establishes a High or Graded 
School, it must do so under the provisions of sections 24 and 26 of 
said law. 

Spencer^ Roane county, established February 16, 1872, page 
66, Acts of 1872; page 96, Acts 1887. The Board has power to es- 
tablish an adequate number of Primary schools and a central High 
School, for which it is required by general Law to prescribe a 
course of study. 

Sutton^ Braxton county, established February 16, 1872, page 
58, Acts of 1872; page 345, Acts of 1881. Board is empowered to 
establish Primary schools and a central High School, in which 
may be taught all the branches of education usually taught in 
academies or colleges. 

WelUhurg^ Brooke county, established July 11, 1868, page 37, 
Acts of 1868, (extra session) ; page 308, Acts of 1881; page 122, 
Acts of 1895. The Board has authority to prescribe the text-books 
to be used and the course of study to be pursued in the schools, 
and may provide free text-books for indigent children, or for alP 
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the pupils of said district. Has power to establish High or Graded 
Schools, 

Weston, Lewis county, established February 28, 1868, page 
70, Acts of 1868; page 114, Acts of 1883. The Board has power to 
establish such schools, including a High School, as may be best in 
its judgment for the interest of the district, and to prescribe the 
branches to be taught in High School and other schools, and may 
prescribe a uniform list of text-books for fhe use of said schools, 
and may furnish books and stationery for the use of indigent 
children. Board of Examiners, with Principal of Schools, exam- 
ine teachers to be employed in said schools. 

West Grafton^ Taylor county, established February 20, 1885, 
page 92, Acts of 1885;' page 146, Acts of 1887. Board required to 
conform to and be governed by the general School Law of the 
State; i. ^., the Board has the same authority as a Board of a Mag- 
isterial District, and may establish a High or Graded School, and 
prescribe course of study therefor, under the provisions of sec- 
tions 24 and 26 of said law. 

West Union, Doddridge county, established February 28, 
187:^, page 239, Acts of 1872; page 27, Acts of 1891. Board must 
require a'l common branches taught, and may prescribe additional 
branches; has power to appoint an Examining Board to examine 
teachers to be employed in said school, and it may establish a High 
or Graded School. 

Wheeling City^ Ohio county, established March 2, 1865, page 
82, Acts of I860; pasre 64, Acts of 1867; page 107, Acts of 1868; 
page 245, Acts of 1871; page 8, Acts of 1872; page 214 Acts of 
1875; pages 18 and 611, Acts of 18S2. The Boara has power to es- 
tablish Primary, Graded and High School, in the latter of which 
shall be taught such higher branches of learning as the City Super- 
intendent, with the approval of the Board of Education, may des- 
ignate. It may prescribe a uniform lipt of text-booka for use in 
the schools, and may furnish books and stationery for indigent 
children. Teachers are examined by the City Board of Examiners, 

Winfidd, Putnam county, established February 28, 1871, page 
196, Acts of 1871; page 70, Acts of 1885. Board is clothed with 
same powers as Boards of Education in Magisterial Districts. It 
can, tnerefore, establish a Graded or High School, under the pro 
visions of the general School Law, as declared in sections 24 and 
26 of said law. 

Observatfons: — Certainly, neither a Graded nor a High School 
can be established in a District employing fewer than three teach- 
ers, for there must be a Primary Grade, an Intermediate Grade, 
and an Upper Grade. A school having but one or two teachers 
must be graded according to the Manual and Graded Course of 
Study for Country and Village Schools, as required by section 11 
of the School Law. No Board should declare a school to be a 
Graded School unless three or more teachers are employed therein. 
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What Should be the PoLicr of the State Regarding Inde- 
pendent School Districts? ^ 

1q reply to this, I be^ to quote from my last report as follows: 
"A diversity of opinion has, for years, existed among school men 
regarding the wisdom of the establishment of Independent School 
Districts, some maintaining that none should ever have been cre- 
ated, while others insist that they have done m ch toward building 
up graded schools and valuable school property which could not 
exist in Magisterial Districts, fend, that if the people of a village 
or town desire to tax themselves, even beyond the limit fixed by 
law, for the support of primary schools, they should have the 
opportunity to do so. 

"That there is reason in both these positions, is true. What,there- 
fore, is to be done? That must remain a question for the wisdom 
of the Legislature to solve. Recent material development through- 
out the State, has caused the founding and upbuilding of a number 
of prosperous towns and villages, all of which are without power 
under the present law, to erect graded school or high school build- 
ings, for they are but part of the Magisterial District in which they 
are situated, and in such cases, the people of the Magisterial Dis- 
trict should not be taxed to establish and support su^h a school in 
which few of its inhabitants outside of said town would be bene- 
fitted, and yet when the people within the town are willing to tax 
themselves for the purpose of establishing such a school, there 
should be legal provision therefor, but it should not be based upon 
the plan on which Independent Districts have been established — 
that is, a town with a large list of taxable property, should not be 
set oflF as a school unit, when such action will impoverish or largely 
increase the school basis of taxation in the Magisterial District in 
which the town or village is situated." 



State Certificates, and the State Board of Examiners. 

By the provisions of Chapter LXVI.,Acts of 1887,a State Board 
of examiners was created, the same to consist of four members — 
one from each Congressional District — to be appointed by the 
State Superintendent of Free Schools for a term of four years. 
Under this law, Hon. B. S. Morgan, then State Superintendent of 
Free Schools, in September, 1887, appointed the Board as follows: 

First Congressional District, Samuel B. Brown, of Monongalia 
county. 

Second Congressional District, Conrad A. Sipe, of Marion 
county. 

Third Congressional District, J. W. Hinkle, of Greenbrier 
county. 
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Fourth Congressional District, Thomas E. Hodges, of Cabell 
county. ^ 

The Board organized by electing Mr. Sipe, President, and Mr. 
Brown, Secretary and Treasurer, and all served until September 
30, 1891, except Mr. Hinkle, who died April 3, 1^91, and the 
vacancy was not filled. 

Upon the expiration of the term of these gentlemen, September 
30, 1891, Mr- Morgan appointed their successors as follows : 

First Congressional District, W. H. Anderson, of Ohio county. 

Second Congressional District, Asbby J. Wilkinson, of Taylor 
county. 

Third Congressional District, John D. Sweeney, of Mercer 
county. 

Fourth Congressional District, Thomas E. Hodges, of Cabell 
county. 

Mr. Anderson was made President, and Mr. Wilkinson, Secre- 
tary. Terms of all expired September 30, 1895, and all were re- 
appointed for the full term of four years ; the terms of each will 
expire September 80, 1899. Mr. Anderson was continued as Pres- 
ident, and Mt. Wilkinson as Secretary. 

The law as amended in 1895, provides that: ''The board thus 
constituted may issue two grades of certificates to such as are found 
to po&Fess the requisite scholarship and who exhibit satisfactory 
evidence of good moral character and of professional experience 
and ability, as follows: First class certificates for twelve years; 
second class for six years. Any person holding a certificate of the 
first class, who shall have taught for eiorht years of said twelve 
years, shall be entitled without examination to have the same re- 
newed at the expiration of the said twelve years. The second class 
to be issued to applicants of satisfactory attainments in the branches 
required for county certificates, and in addition, not fewer thnn 
four other branches to be determined upon by the board. The 
second class certificates shall be issued upon application, without 
examination, to graduates of the State University of West Vir- 
ginia, of the Peabody Normal College of Tennessee, of the fctate 
Normal School and its Branches of West Virginia, and of other 
schools in this State whoso grade of work is equal in all respects, 
in the judgment of the board, to the State Normal School and its 
Branches, when graduates shall have presented to the board satis- 
factory evidence that they have taught successfully three years in 
the State under a number one county certificate, two of which said 
three years shall immediately precede the application for such certi- 
ficate. Teachers who shall present to the board satisfactory evi- 
dence that they have taught successfully four years under a second 
class certificate, shaJ be entitled to receive without examination a 
first class certificate at the expiration of the second class." 

The following reports of the Secretary exhibit the working of 
the Board for the years 1895 and 1896: 
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Grafton, W. Va., October 10th, 1895. 



Hon. Virgil A. Lewis, 

State Swpt. Free Schools^ 

Charleston, W. Va. 

Dear Sir: — 

I have the honor to transmit herewith my annual report of the 
State Board of Examiners for the year ending September 30, 1895. 

Since my last report, the law jzoverning the granting of State 
certificates has been so amended as to give the Board power to rec- 
ognize on equal terms with the graduates of our State Normal 
Schools, the graduates of the Peabody Normal School at Nashville, 
Tennessee, and of schools in this State whose grade of work is 
equal in all respects, in the judgment of the Board, to that of our 
State Normal Schools. 

Such schools as made application for recognition under this 
amendment were required to file with their applications detailed 
statements, properly sworn to, of the amount of work actually 
done by their graduates; copies of questions given graduates on 
their final examinations, and some of their manuscripts after they 
were graded. It was ruled that recognition granted any school 
under this Act should not maintain for a longer period of time 
than one year -unless extended by the Board, nor apply to grad- 
uates of any year prior to 1895. 

The West Virginia Conference Seminary and the Normal and 
Classical Academy, both at Buckhannon, made application for 
their graduates and were recognized. The amount of fees received 
has never been suflBicient to pay the necessary per diem and mileage 
of the members of the Board. 

Following are the names and addresses of those who have been 
granted certificates during the year: 

First- Class Certificates at the Expiration of the Second- 
Class. 

F. P. Harris, Charleston. 
Wm. H. Caldwell, Lerona. 
Charles E. Taylor, Ridgeville. 
J. D. Medley, Bluefield. 
Howard A. Withers, Bock Cave. 
W. P. Hawley, Bluefield. 

W. M. Holbert, Fairmont. 

G. F. Queen, Lorentz 
Elias S. Amos, Fairmont. 
J. S. Poe, Brownstown. 

W, B. Freeland, Terra Alta. 
L. L Page, Charlestown. 
J. E. Hall, Davis. 
M. H. Steele, Clinton Furnace, 
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H. V. Dunn, Hurricane. 
J. E. Robinson, Bolivar. 
Ida B. Hoke, Martinsburg, 
M, Sue Tickle, Blaefield. 
Loiiisa Linn, Mingo. 
Alice Ohley, Fairmont. 
Sue M. Johnson, Keyser. 
Fannie E. Burgess, Huntington. 
Sarah Moridith, Fairmont. 
Olive M. Basnett, Amos. 
Alverda Curtis, West Liberty. 
Anna Cather, Glenville. 
Ida M. Neil, Shepherdstown. 

Second-Class Certificates, Upon Examination. 

J. M, Ritz, Wheeling. 
G. M. Bassett, Lost Creek. 
A. B. HaU, Cambridge, Ohio. 
M. E. Gorman, Morgantown. 
L. M. Jaco, Morgantown. 
J. B. Protzman, Morgantown. 
J. F. King, MclSlechen. 
A. G. Hughes, Buckhannon. 
E. B. Carr, Concord Church. 
Nellie Haslup, Grafton. 
Fell Hablup, Grafton. 
Susan McGill, Grafton. 
Annie Wincher, Wheeling. 
Laura Graham, Huntington. 
Mable Gibbons, Pt. Pleasant. 
Ella W. Klinzing, Mason county. 
Anna Lederer, Mason county. 
Adelia Slack. Mason county. 
Mary J. Holden, Kingwood. 

Second-Class Certificates, Upon Diplomas. 

E. T. England, Brainwell. 
J. E. McDonald, Mann. 
W. A. Burdett, Guyandotte. 
T, J. Hardman, Glenville. 
E H. Green, Grass Lick. 
W. L. Wilson, Ceredo. 
Walter R. Hill, Shepherdstewn. 
G. A. Green, Kenna. 
Floyd N. Frum, Bridgeport. 
A. J. Wilkinson, Grafton. 
Powell Lane, Darby. 
A. S. Law, Clarksburg. 
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Harry S. Shafer, Valley Furnace. 

T. LfDavies, Mason county. 

John L. Leech, Fanlight. 

J. B. Ware, Belington. 

W. P Fish, Rosby's Rock. 

Jas. L. Karickhoff, Peck's Run. 

Allen W. Curtis, West Liberty. 

A. H. Sheppard, Spencer. 

H. W. Matthews, Concord. 

M. M. Brooks, Selby ville. 

Willie Fought, JNewark. 

J. J. Fealy, Edmiston. 

J. R. Given, Lick. 

Virgil 1. Allen, Centre Point. 

A. M. Ballard, Bluefield. 

Essie Fenel, Triadelphia. 

Mary E. Babb, Greenland. 

F. Belle Swearingen, Palatine. 

Cora J. Binns, Fairmont 

Effie Denham, Lumber port. 

Kate Becket, Ada. 

Lillian M. Hackney, Huntington. 

Malana Cooper, Glenville. 

The Board has informally hold that the Second Class Certificates 
are renewable at their expiration, only, and not one or more years 
later. I regret that some teachers lost the opportunity of secur- 
ing First-Class Certificates by not applying at the expiration of 
their Second-Class Certificates. The law granting the Board 
power to recognize other than State schools in the issuing of State 
certificates is fraught with evil, if not carefully guarded, and the 
present Board has been extremely careful to see that no injustice 
be done the State or its institutions of learning. 

Diplomas from Storer College since the esiablishment of the 
State Institution at Farm, are not recognized by the Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

AsHBY J. Wilkinson, 

Secretainj, 

Grafton, W. Va., October 7, 1896. 

Hon. Virgil A. Lewis, 

State Supet'intendent Free Schools^ 

Charleston, W. Va. 

Dear Sir: — 

I beg to hand you herewith my annual report of the State Board 
of Examiners for the year ending September 30, 1896. 
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Since my last annual report the Board extended one year, the 
recognition granted the diplomas of the West Virginia Conference 
Seminary, and of ihe Normal and Classical Academy, and granted 
similar recognition to the diplomas issued by Salem College in 1896. 

State certificates were issued as follows during the year: 

Upon Renewal. 

J. F. Turner, Shepherdstown. 

A. C. Harford, Hughart. 
J. W Shorter, Lerona. 
J. O. Martin Ada, Ohio. 
Chaa. W. Evans, Fairmont. 
N. E. Wiant, Ellis. 

B. E. McDowell, Harper's Ferry. 
J. L. J. Goff, Glen Elk. 
Henry B. Pavis, Leivasy- 

Thos. J. Humphrey, Meadland. 
Mamie Carroll, Guyandotte. 
Sallie E. Gallaher, Huntington. 
Addie L. Gardiner, West Libeity. 
Annie C. Ferrell, Triadelphia. 
Ella M. Kelsey, Shepherdstown. 

Upon Examination. 

S. V. Pullin, Henderson. 
W. W. Smith, Ceredo. 
P. A. Hinkle, Mason. 
W. A. Roseberry, Letart. 
J. W. Bonar, Moundsville. 
P. C. McBee, Halleck. 
J. C. Saunders, Maidsville. 
P. B. Martin, Herring. 
Eddie J. Scott, Grafton. 
Virginia Behan, Clifton. 
Jennie Hutchinson, Mason. 
Isola Shinn, Clarksburg. 
Lina Lee, West Milford. 
Ruth C. Sehon, Clarksburg. 
Anna E. Ross, Simpson. 
Sallie G. Hudgin, Hinton. 

Upon Diplomas from State Uniyersity. 

John Nuzum, Reedy. 

From Fairmont Normal. 

Stark A. White, Camden. 
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Frank W. Gandy, Independence. 
Ed. S. Bond, Fairmont. 
Henry C. Robinson, Craigmoor. 
L. V. Holsberry, Kalamazoo. 

B. A. Coplin, Market. 
Hugh Bowers, Franklin. 

C. W. Flesher, El kins. 
Bertha E. Fleming, Clarksburg. 
Margarette Copeman, Kingwood. 
Dagmar Neely, Smithton. 
Bertha L. Hall, Fairmont. 
Alcinda Cochran, Meadland. 



From West Liberty Normal. 

W. C. Weidman, Fulton. 

Ed. V. Black, Lee. 

Hallia A. Baird, Elm Grove. 

From Glenville Normal. 

S. W. Davidson, Tnnner. 
J. F. Tierney, Churchville. 
Homer Adams, Summers. 
Ethel H>ill, Davis. 
Alice L. Brannon, Glenville. 

From Huntington Normal. 

John H. Beckley, Round Bottom. 
Jas. C. Dixon, Ceredo. 
Maud Vinson, Huntington. 
Lillian Isbell, Huntington. 
Sibyl Staley, Huntington. 
Pernie Stout, Jackson. 

From Concord Normal. 

S. A. Keane, Concord Church. 
W. F. Richardson, Meadow Bluff. 
A. C. Johnston, Concord Church. 
D. B. Daugherty, Concord Church. 
W. D Pendleton, McKenzie. 
Bessie M. French, Concord Church. 

P^OM West Virginia Conference Seminary. 

Patrick Ward, Werner. 
Phyllis 0. Wilson, Lorentz. 
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From Normal and Classical Academy. 

W. G. Clemans, Benson. 

W. B. Shanabarger, Buckhannon. 

From Nashville Pbabody Normal. 

Sue Sheetz, Keyser. 

From Storer College. 

B. F, S. Blackburn, Harper's Ferry. 
James A. Throckmorton, Charlestown. 
Alexander Freeman, Harper's Ferry. 
George W. Carter, Rippon. 
Philip Jackson, Charlestown. 



i\ 



A few of the applicants upon examination failed to merit certifi- 
cates. 

I accompany this report with a copy of the last set of questions 
submitted to applicants upon examination, and a copy of a circular 
issued for the information of those wishing to make application for 
State certificates. 

I desire in this connection to express to you, and to the clerks in 
your department, the gratef al thanks of the several members of 
the Board, for the uniform courtesy shown us and for the readiness 
you have always exhibited to render whatever assistance was within 
your power. 

Most obediently yours, 

AsHBY J. Wilkinson, 

Secretary, 



Examination Questions used by the State Board of Ex- 
aminers for the Year, 1896. 

Geography. 

(1) Name all the conditions that govern the temperature of West 
Virginia. 

(2) Why has West Virginia and Pennsylvania an abundance of 
oil, coal, and gas, while none are found in Louisiana and Missis- 
sippi ? 

(3) Sketch the State of Illinois, locating its principal cities and 
rivers and giving approximate area and population. 

(4) Name the form of government, religion, proHucts, and approx- 
imate latitude and longitude of Greece, Denmark, Persia, and Brazil. 

(5) Give causes of ocean currents and their advantages to man- 
kind. 
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(6) Why is the Island of Cuba so valuable to Spain ? How large 
is the island ? 

(7) Describe the drainage system of South America, Africa, Eu 
rope. 

(8) Locate Australia, Yeddo, Hawaii, Yucatan, Madagascar. 



Current History. 

(1) Name three or four of the most distinguished men who have 
died within the past twelve months, and tell in what line each was 
distinguished. 

(8) What law was enacted by the last Legislature of New York 
that attracted attention throughout the country? 

(3) How many ex -Presidents of the United States are now living? 

(4) Name the leading candidates for nomination for office of 
President of the United States in 1896, and designate to which 
party each belongs. 

(5) Give a brief account of the principal features of the Cuban 
Rebellion from its inception to the present time. 

(6) Tell (a) -the origin of the Venezuelan controversy, (i) 
What has been done by the government of the United States re- 
garding this controversy during the last eight months? (c) What 
right had the United States to interfere ? 

(7) What is meant bv "the free and unlimited coinage of silver 
at the ratio of 16 to 1?" 

(8) What is the cause and nature of the recent trouble in Ar- 
menia? 

Natural Philosophy 

(0 Define the following: Natural Philosophy, Mechanics, Hy- 
drostatics, Pneumatics. 

(2) Define: — Attraction, gravity, weight, inertia, momentum, 
force. 

(3) State the law of falling bodies when influenced by gravity 
alone. 

(4) A body had been falling 8 seconds; compare the spaces de- 
scribed in the fifth and gighth seconds of its fall. 

(5) If an elastic body in motion strikes another equal to it at 
rest, what effect will be produced upon the motion of each? 

(6) Define Specific Gravity, name the substances taken as stand- 
ards in finding the specific gravity of solids, of liquids, and of 
gases, and give the rules for finding the specific gravity of solids, 
of liquids, and of gases respectively. 

(7) The pendulum has three important uses; name them. 

(8) Define: Acoustics, Optics, Electricity, Magnetism. 

(9) Explain the phenomenon of light as concerned in the forma- 
tion of the rainbow. 

(10) State the different theories concerning the nature of light. 



« 
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History of Education. 

(1) Name a distinguished teacher belonging to each of the fol- 
lowing countries: China, India, Persia. 

(2) Name three celebrated Grecian educators. 

(3) Tell somethinor of Seneca. 

(4) Give briefly the educational principles of the following: Co- 
menius, Pestalozzi, Froebel. 

(5) V/ho were the Jesuits? 

(6) Ijive the origin of the public schools in the United States. 

(7) Give a short account of Horace Mann. 

Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
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(1) What have been your educational advantages? What exper- 
ience in teaching have you had? 

'2) Define instruction; drill; teaching; education. 

(3) State what you regard as the best method of preventing tar- 
diness. 

(4) What is meant by "Begin the teaching of geography with 
home geography?" 

(5) Explain the difference between the analytic and the synthetic 
methods, and their relation to each other. 

(6) Divide 3-8 by 2-5. State how you would explain this pro- 
cess to a class that did not und^-rstand it. 

(7) What is meant by ^'Proceeding from the known to the un- 
known?" 

History of West Virginia. 

(1) Briefly give the principal occurrences connected with the ad- 
mission of West Virginia into the Union. 

(2) Whence did the county in which you live get its name ? 
What of its early settlement ? 

(3) Name the governors of West Virginia in order of their 
service. 

(4) When was the present constitution of West Virginia 
adopted ? 

(5) Give the history of the location of the State Capitol. 

(6) For what are the following names noted in the History of 
this State : F. H. Pierpont, John E. Kenna, W. R. White ? 

AlTHMETIC. 

(1) If a book seller make 25 cents on an Atlas, which he sells 
for SI. 75, what is his per cent, of profit? 

(2) What must be paid for 6 per cent, bonds to realize 8 per 
cent. ? 

(3) No interest having been paid for four years, find the interest 
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due on a bond for $1000, with jterest at five per cent., payable 
annually. 

(4) Find the date when due, time of discount, bank discount, 
and proceed-^i of a note of ^650, dated May 16, 1876, due Sept. 1, 
1878, with interest at nine per cent, and discounted April 25, 1878, 
at' six per cent. 

(5) A hare is 70 leaps before a hound and takes 5 leaps while 
the hound takes 3; but three of the hound's leaps equal seven of 
the hare's. How many leaps will the hound take to catch the 
hare? 

ENMANSHIP. 

(1) Describe, in detail, the correct position of holding the pen. 

(2) Analyze the following letters: g^i^ h, 

(3) Analyze the capital letters: F^ Jf, D, 

(4) Write each of the letters of the alphabet, small and capital, 
in accordance with the principles of penmanship. 

(5) Write and name the principles employed in the structure of 
letters. 

(6) Name the position of the body and movement of the hand 
and arm in writing 

(7) Name the space lines and describe the slant used in penman- 
ship. 

ORTHOGRAPr. 

(1) What is Phonology? 

(2) {a) What is an elementary sound? (h) How are the element- 
ary sounds produced ? 

(3) {a) What is articulation? (5) What is said about reading and 
speaking with reference to articulation? 

(4) {a) Of what does a diphthong consist? (J) How many diph- 
thongs are there? (6) Give the list of diphthongs. 

(5) {a) What is accent? (J) What can you say of the accent of 
words of three or more syllables ? 

f6) What is the rule for the orthography of compound words? 

(7) Define and give an example {a) of primitive word, (J) Of a 
derivative word, (c) Of a compound word. 

(8) Insert grade on twenty-five words to be given by examiner. 



Rhetoric and Composition. 

(1) Define: Rhetoric, style. Upon what two things does the 
excellence of style primarily depend? 

(2) What should the words of any composition be? 

(3) Justify, or criticise and correct the following: {a) We got 
home safe; (6) Open the door wide; (<?) Hence arises the following 
advantages; {d) 1 did not suppose it to be him; (e) Ambition is one 
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of those passions that is never satisfied; (/) I meant to havegonfe 
home; {g) Jf he was well I would send him. 

(4) Give the strict rule for the placing of "only," of "at least," 

(5) Define figure of speech, or Rhetoric. Give an example of (a) 
Simile; (J) Synecdoche; {c) Metonymy, {d) Vision; {e) Epigram. 

(6) Define and give an example of: Aperiodic sentence- of 

(7) Write 40 lines on "The Western World." 

Reading. 

The Lesson: The poem "To a Water Fo^l." 

(1) Read the poem to the examiners. 

(2) Explain the following expressions: "Falling Dew;" "Rosy 
Depyhs;" "The Chafed Ocean Side;" "That Pathless Coast;" "The 
Cold Thin Atmosphere;" "The Abyss of Heaven Hath Swallowed 
up Thy Form;" 'The Long Way that I Must Tread Alone." 

(3) Give the meaning of the following words: And illustrate 
their use in the original sentence: Fowler, Marge, Illimitable. 

• 

Psychology. 

(1) What books on Psychology have you read or studied? 

(2) What is meant by sensation? By perception? 

(3) Name the representative powers; the thought powers. 

(4) Give and illustrate the principal laws of association. 

(5) Explain the difference between induction and deduction. 

(6) Outline the feeling?, stating the auth6r you follow. 

(7) What are the elements of an act of the will? 

(8) What is meant by the term "self-will?" Is it a quality of 
mind desirable or undesirable? \\'hy. 



General History. 

(1) For what purposes were the following built? The Great 
Wall of China? the Pyramids? 

(2) Who formed the first triumvirate? For what purpose was it 
formed? What became of it? 

(3) Between whom was the battle of Runnemede fought? State 
its effect. 

(4r) What was the chief characteristic of each of the following: — 
The Spartans? The Romans? The Persians? The Grecians? 

(5) Give a brief account of the Battle of Waterloo. What did it 
settle? 

(6) Giving about 25 words to each, tell all you can of Hannibal, 
Cambyses, Charlemagne, Homer. 

(7) When were the crusades? What was their purpose? What 
effect had they upon civilization? 

(8) Describe the "Gunpowder Plot." 
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Botany. 

(1) Give three classifications of plants and state the basis of each 
classification. 

(2) Describe the following leaves: — the maple, the ash, the elm, 
the willow. 

(3) State the varieties of inflorescence, giving examples of each. 

(4) Name all parts of a flower. 

(5) State the functions of the leaf, the corolla, the stigma, the 
anther. 

(6) Name the leading plants of the different zones of the earth. 

(7) Mention the parts of plants that are used as food, 

(8) Name the parts of a fruit. 

(9) Name the leading plants indigenous to the State of West 
Viri^inia. 

(10) When and how should Botany be first taught? 

Drawing. 

(1) Around a center of vision, draw six boxes. 

(2) Draw a cube below at left of eye, and to each face add a 
small cube. 

(3) Draw a cube in any position, and to each face add a small 
cylinder. 

(4) What is the horizon line? The center of vision? What di- 
rection do recedingr lines take? (a) above the level of the eye? 
(J) below the level of the eje? 

(5) Combine cube and half cylinder, making a cradle. 

(6) Below and at left of eye, draw a horizontal prism with apex 

Eointing upward, and from each corner and edge cut out a small 
orizontal prism. 

(7) Draw a frustrum of a cone below and at right of eye; change 
into bucket with handle upright. 



Geometry. 

(1) Prove that if two lines bisect vertical angles, they form one 
and the same line. 

(2) Given the sum of three sides, and the angles at the base ; 
construct the triangle. 

(3) Bisect any quadrilateral by a straight line from any point 
in any of its sides. 

(4) Prove that the squares of the four sides of any parallelo- 
gram are together equivalent to the squares of the two diagonals. 

(5) Inscribe a circle in a given triangle. 

(6) Construct a triangle equiva'ent to a given square. 
Ahy five of the above. 
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Latin. 

(1) Translate: Ccesar ah exploratoribus certior factus^ hostes svh 
montsconsedisse milia passuum ah ipsiics castris octo de tertia vigiUa 
Titum Labienum^ legatum. cum daxibus legionihus summum jugum 
mantis ascenders jussit. Ipse de quarta vigilia eodem itvnere^ quo 
hostes ierant^ ad eos contenait. Pvblius Considius qui rei militaris 
peritissimus haheatuVs cum exploratoribus praennissus est, 

( X) Parse : foetus : consedisse; sum/mumj^ jussit ; eodem ; itvnere; 
ierant: ad; contenait; qui ; praemissus est. 

(8) Translate into Latin: — (a) Caesar demanded that the Ger- 
mans should remain in Gaul; (b) Caesar ordered Pedius, the Lieu 
tenant, to conduce the legions in Gaul; {c) The village in which Galba 
wintered was surrounded by very high mountains. 

Literature. 

(1) Mention some of the English Authors who flourished before 
the time of Elizabeth and tell what they wrote. 

(2) Who wrote the Faerie Queen? Essay on Man? The Sea- 
sons ? The Task ? Tragedy of Cato ? Rasselas ? Mar mion ? The 
Deserted Village ? The Broo k ? 

(3) What did Bunyan write? Dryden? Johnson? Burke? 
Byron? Shelley? Moore?' Keats? Campbell? Wads worth? 

(4) Who wrote Thanatopsis? Evangelme? Snow Bound? Bit- 
ter-Sweet? The Conquest of VTexico? Knickerbocker's History 
of New York? A Vision of Poesy? Gold Foil? The Picture of 
St. John? The Bridal Veil? 

(5) Name three English and as many American essayists. 

(6) Quote something: from Milton; from Webster; from Shake- 
speare; from Tennyson; from any other three well known authors. 

(7) Of American writers, name three historians, three poets, 
three writers of fiction, and some work ©f each. 

(8) Name five distinguished living writers and their respective 
departments of literature. 

Physiology 

(1) State the three principal uses of the bones. What two pecul- 
iarities of structure in the ppinal column serve to prevent the 
transmission < f shocks through it to the brain? 

(2) What relation is there between respiration and mental energy ? 

(3) (a) What tissues and what membranes belong to the cerebro- 
spinal system ? (b) Name the nerve centers and give their func- 
tions. 

(4) What'is the structure of the muscles, and what relation have 
they to the bones? 

(5) Give full description of the heart, blood, and blood vessels. 

(6) Name twp nitrogenous, two carbopp.ceous, and two mineral 
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foods, and name the several fluids that assist in the work of diges- 
tion, 

(7) Describe the importance of exercise. To what point should 
exercise be carried? At what times should it be avoided or in- 
dulged in sparingly ? 

(8 Explain the relation of sleep to repair and waste? Why do 
children require more sleep than adults? 

(9) Describe the effects of alcohol upon the digestive organs. 

(10) Describe the effects of tobacco upon the circulation and 
nerves. 

Book-keeping. 

(1) State clearly the meaning of the following terms: — Account, 
an entry, debtor, creditor, posting. 

(2) Name the books commonly used in Single Entry Book-keep- 
ing, and state the use of each. 

(3) In what respect is Book-keeping by Double Entiy superior 
to that by Single Entry ? 

(4) For what purpose is a Cash Account kept? 

(5) What must Cash Balance always equal? .On which side of 
the Cash Account is it entered? 

(6) If a debit entry is made as a Credit entry, or vice versa, in 
Day Book, how is mistake corrected? If in Ledger, how corrected? 

(7) When may an erasure be made in books of account? 

(8) When and by whom should a Bill of Purchase be receipted ? 

(9) Narrative: - Sold to James Richards 25 yards of super-in- 
grain carpeting at 85 cts. a yard; 6 square yards of floor oil cloth 
at 62i ots. a yard, 98*ft)s. of roller-process flour at 5?7 50 a barrel; 
5 bushels of potatoes at 44 cts. a bushel, and 3i gallons of astral 
oil at 15 cts. a gallon. Make out the bill. 

(10) Drasv^ a negotiable note, requiring indorsement, at 60 days, 
for the amount of the bill in question, and properly receipt bill. 



Gbammab. 

(1) Write sentences illustrating the use of : {a) Pronominal Ad- 
jective; (J) Relative Pronoun; (c) Participal Adjective; (d) Parti- 
ciple ; (J) Infinitive used as a noun^ (/*) Infinitive used as Adver- 
bial modifier. 

(2) Analyze the following sentences, parsing italicised words : 
(a) I do not know what to do, 

ij)) He who from zone to zone guides through the boundless 
shy thy certain flight 
In the long way that I must tread alone 
Will guide my steps aright, 

(3) Write a sentence containing one or more principal clauses 
and at least two different kinds of sub- ordinate clauses, desig- 

ting each. 
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School Law. 

(I) Has the Leginlaturo of West Virginia the right to pasB a law 
permitting white and colored children to be educated in the same 
Hchool? Why? 

'2) Name and locate the State Normal School and its branches. 

[8) What is the minimum school term in West Virginia? 

(iS From what source is the permanent school fund derived t 

(6) What is the object of the * 'Manual and Graded Course of 
Study?" 

(6) State substance of law in regard to State Certificates. 

Civil Governme t. 

(1) Where rests the appointing power in West Virginia? Has 
our Legislature the constitutional right to transfer this power by 
statute i 

(2) What are the Constitutional (jualifications of Governor of 
West Virginia? Can he succeed himself? 

(8) How many members constitute our Legislature? What is 
their compensation ? 

(4) What constitu£es the Judiciary department of the United 
States? 

(6) What is the tenure of office of a member of the President's 
Cabinet? U. S. Judge? First Class Post Master? A Postal 
Clerk? 

(6) What constitutes our Consular service? 

United States History. 

(1) With the following suggestions give an account of the dis- 
covery of America: Geographical Knowledge in the Fifteenth Cen- 
tury: the Compass; Belief ot Columbus; Court of Portugal; Court 
of Spain; Queen Isabella; E(iuipinent lor Voyage; Incidents of 
Voyage; Landing. 

(2) Name three rebolUon-i which occurroil previous to Wash 
ington's Administration. 

(8) What is the history of Mason and Dixon's Line ? 

(4) What were the Alien and Sedition Laws ? 

(6) What was the Missouri Compromise ? 

(6) What is the Monsoe Doctrine ? 

(7) Give the provisions of the ''Omnibus Bill." 

(8) What was the Died Scott Decision ? 
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(9) Of whom was the Joint Electoral Commission composed? 
Wnat question was submitted to it ? 

(10) Name the Presidents who died while in oflSce. Name the 
successor of each. 

Algebra. 

(1) Make and name the signs of aggregation. 

(2) Give five axioms pertaining to Algebra. 

(3) Multiply x»-i_x* y^+y^^ by x^^* y^-^ 

(4) Solve the equations, -^ -f -^ = p and -^ + -i"^ = q. 

(5) What are the dimensions of a rectangular field, which, if 
lengthened 7 feet and made 4 feet broader, would contain 363 
sq. ft. more; but if made 4 feet shorter and 8 feet narrower 
would be diminished 208 sq. ft. ? 

(6) The difference of two numbers is 15, and half their product 
equals the cube of the smaller. What are the numbers? 

(7) (x«+4x+4) *+2 (x«+4)x=7. Find value of x. 

The Text-Book Law. 

Under the provisions of Chapter XXXVII. of the Acts of the 
Legislature of 1895, providing for a series of text-books to be used 
inthe^Public Schools of the State, the following requirements were 
made of the State Superintendents of Free Schools, viz : 

(1.) To contract with the several publishers for the text- books 
named in section 1 of the said act, or to be adopted under the pro- 
visions of the same, for supplying such books for use in the free 
schools of the State. (Section 2). 

^2.) To keep sample copies of all books contracted for on deposit 
in nis office. (Section 3). 

(3.) To keep on file the bonds of all publishers, and upon a breach 
of any of the conditions of such bonds, to institute suits in the 
name of the State for recoveries thereon. (Section 4). 

(4.) To prepare and have printed a form of bond to be executed 
by depositaries ; blank order lists for books ; and such other blanks 
and such instructions as he may deem necessary to cause this act 
to be carried out in a proper manner ; and to furnish to each County 
Superintendent a sufficient supply thereof for his county. (Sec- 
tion 11). 

(5.) To give to any publisher or his agent — upon application ac- 
companied with proper affidavit— an order requiring any teacher to 
discontinue the use of any text-book not authorize by the Act 
(section 15). 

spin compliance with these requirements, blank forms of bonds 
were prepared, and after receiving the approval^of the Attorney- 
General, were sent to each publisher, whose books had been 
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adopted for use in the schools of the State. These bonds were 
executed by all publishers who chose to comply with the provis- 
ions of the law, and after being approved by the Gevernor, were 
placed on file in this Department wnere they now remain. At the 
same time these publishers filed sample copies of their respective 
books for which contracts had been made, and these may now be 
seen in this department, Contracts were made with all publishers 
who acctpted the conditions contained in the law. 

The following circular was prepared and sent out from this De- 
partment to County Superintendents in sufficient quantities to sup- 
ply all school officers in the State: 



(CiBOULAR No. 38— L— Text- Book Law ) 
Preserve for Future Reference. 



State of West Virginia, 

Department of Free Schools, 
Charleston, May 1, 1896. 



CIRCULAR OP INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL OFFI 

CIALS. 



Regarding the Text-Book Law of 1885. 



Chapter XXX VIL, Acts of 1895. 

[Note.— Prepared by the State Superintendent of Free Schools in accord- 
ance with the proviflions of Bection 11 of Chapter XXXVII., of the Acts of the 
Legislature of 1895, wherein it lia declared that he shall prepare "such instrue- 
tions as in his judgment may be deemed necessary to cause the provisions of 
the Act to be carried out in a proper manner."] 

General Provisions. • 

''1. That on and after the first day of July, 1896, the following 
text-books, and no others, except as hereinafter provided, shall be 
used in the primary and graded schools throughout the State, and 
the price of said books shall be and remain the same as are named 
in this section." 

This includes all of said text- books that are contracted for by 
the State Superintendent of Free Schools, under the different pro- 
visions of the act. 
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Duties ob' the State Superintendent of Free Schools. 

1. To contract with the several publishers for the text-books 
named in the preceding section, or that may be adopted under the 
provisions of this act, for supplying such books for use in the free 
schools of the State (Section 2). 

2. To keep sample copi« s of all books contracted for, on deposit 
in his office (Section 3) . 

3. To keep on file the bonds of all publibhers, and upon a breach 
of any of the conditions of such bonds, to institute suit in the 
name of the State for recoveries thereon (Section 4.) 

4. To prepare and have printed a form of bond to be executed 
by the Depositaries; blank order lists for books; and such other 
blanks, and such instructions as he may deem necessary to cause 
this act to be carried out in a proper manner; and to furnish to 
each County Superintendent a sufficient supply thereof for his 
county (Section 11). 

5. To give to any publisher or his agent — upon application ac- 
companied with proper affidavit — an order requiring any teacher to 
discontinue the use of any text- book not authorized by the act 
(Section 15). 

Duty of the County Superintendent of Free Schools. 

• 

1. To furnish to every publibher of text- books, with whom a 
contract has been made, the names and postoffice addresses of all 
Presidents and Secretaries of Boards of Education in his county, 
and to notify such publisher of any changes in such names and ad- 
dresses as soon as he bhall have information of them (Section 12). 

Duties of Boards of Education. 

1. To appoibt, at the first meeting after the 30th day of June, 
1896, one or more Depositaries in each Magisterial District, and 
when practicable, one or m« re at, or near eacn postoffice, whereat 
shall be kept, at all times, a sufficient supply of text-books to sup- 
ply the children of the neighborhood, and to approve the bonds of 
such Depositaries (Section 6). 

2. When it shall deem it proper that the list of text-books shall 
be made out by the Depositary before the first day of September, 
it shall fix the dale on which such list shall be made out; and it 
shall approve the additional list required to be made out from time 
to time, by such Depositary (Section 7). 

3. To supply its Secretary with a proper book in which to keep 
the accounts of all Depositaries in the District (Section 8). 

4. To investigate any error in an invoice or bill received from a 
publisher, when such publisher has failed to correct any such error 
within ten days after being notified, and take such action in the 
matter as may be proper and just (Section 8). 

5. Within sixty days from the date of any invoice or bill of text- 
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books supplied by the publishers thereof, to any Depositary in the 
District m the manner prescribed by the Act, it shall cause an order, 
payable out of the Building Fund of the District to be issued in 
favor of such publishers and forwarded to them by mail. And it 
shall be liable in its corporate capacity for the whole amount of all 
such text-books as are furnished to the Depositaries in the manner 
prescribed in the Act (Section 9). 

6. To pay the cost of such text books out of the Building Fund 
of the District, and lay an annual levy for the same upon tne tax- 
able property of the District in the manner and at the time that 
other levies are laid for said Fund (Section 10). 

7. It may remove any Depositary and appoint another in his 
stead; it may require any Depositary to give a new or additional 
bond when deemed necessary and may cause an invoice of books in 
possession of the Depositary to be made at any time (Section 13). 

8. To ditect the Depositary when to turn over old books; to 
credit his account with the value thereof and hold the same subject 
to the orders of the publishers, for a period not longer than three 
months (Section 14). 

9. To retain the sum of ten dollars out of the salary of any 
teacher in its District, who shall disobey the order of the State 
Superintendent of Free Schools concerning the use in schools of 
text books not authorized by the provisions of the Act. The amount 
so retained shall be paid into the Teacher's Fund of the District 
(Section 17). 

Duties of the President of the Board of Education. 

1. To approve lists of books prepared by Depositary, provided 
the Board of Education has not done this at a meeting thereof, and 
sign such list when approved (Section 7). 



Duties of the Secretary of the Board of Education. 

1. To be the custodian of the bonds of the Depositaries. (Sec- 
tion 6). 

2. To sign the order list for text books made by the Depositary, 
and to forward the same to the address of the publishers of the 
books therein named (Section 7). 

8. To receive one of the invoice bills from the publishers, who 
ship said books (Section 8). 

4. To keep the accounts of all Depositaries in the District, and 
on the receipt of each invoice or bill, to charge the amount, thereof 
against the Depositary receiving the books named therein, and file 
and preserve said invoice or bill (Section 8). 

5. From the duplicate receipt from the Depositary he should 
charge against the account of the Sheriff, whicn he is required to 
keep, the amounts paid by such Depositary to such Sheriff, and 
shall credit the Building Fund of the District with all such amounts, 
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he shall also credit such Depositary with such amounts, and his 
commissions by separate items (Section 8). 

Duties of Depositaries. 

1. To execute a bond in the penalty of double the value of the 
books which he will probably have on hand at any time, and in no 
event, less than two hundred dollars (Section 6). 

2. Each Depositary shall, on or before the first day of Septem- 
ber following, unless the Board of Education shall name an earlit-r 
date, make out a list of the text-books, in sufficient quantity in his 
judgment, to supply the schools of his neighborhood for a period 
of six months, and from time to time thereafter each Depositary 
shall make out additional lists of such books so th^t he may at all 
times have a sufficient supply on hand; such lists must be, by him, 
delivered to the Board of Education (Section 7). 

3. To receive all text-books shipped to him by the publishers, 
together with invoice or bill of same (Section 8). 

4. To notify publishers of any error in bill or invoice, and if it 
be not corrected within 10 days, to notify the Board of Education 
thereof and to pay to the Sheriff of the county, at the end of each 
sixty days, or oftener if required, and whenever required by the 
Board of Education, the amount of money received by him from 
the sale of text-books, since his last previous payment, less his com- 
mission, not exceeding twelve per cent, on the account of such sales 
(Section 8). 

5. To receive duplicate receipts from the Sheriff for sums paid 
that official, one of which he shall preserve, and file the other with 
the Secretary of the Board of Education (Section 8). 

6. To pay all charges for transportation of text-books, out of 
the twelve per cent, commission allowed him on the amount of all 
sales of said text books made by him (Section 8). 

7 To turn over to his successor, or such other person as the 
Board of Education may name, all such text-books in his posses- 
sion (Section 13). 

8. To receive from any resident of this State, copies of the books 
that are, or may be superseded by the provisions of this act, at the 
contract exchange prices named in section 1 of the Act, or as pro- 
vided for under the provisions of section 5 of the Act to be ap- 
plied on payment of the prescribed books (Section 14). 

9 To turn over all such old books to the Board of Education at 
such times as said Board may direct, and shall be credited on his 
account with the value thereof (Section 14). 



Duties of the Sheriff. 

1. To give to the Depositary duplicate receipts wherein shall be 
stated the total amount of sales made by the Depositary and the 
amount of money paid by him to the Sheriff (Section 8). 
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2. To account for all moneys received from the Depositaries in 
his annual settlement with the Board of Education (Section 8). 

3. To pay, on presentation, all ordeis issued by the Board of Ed- 
ucation to publishers, in payment for text-books sold to Deposi- 
taries, and charge the same to the Building Fund of the District, if 
there be sufficient moneys due the Building Fund, in his bands 
(Section 9). 

4. To endorse on the back of ^uch orders the words ''Presented 
for Payment," with the date of such presentation, if he has not the 
funds to pay the same, and said order shall draw interest from that 
date (Section 9). 

5 To be liable as provided in Section 46 of Chapter XLV. of the 
Code, if he refuses to pay the said order when he has funds in his 
hands, or shoald by law, have the same (Section 9). 

Duties of Publishers. 

1. To contract with the State Superintendent of Free Schools for 
supplying toxt-books for use in the Free Schools of the State (Sec- 
tion 2). 

2. To sell text-books selected and prescribed under the provisions 
of this Act, to any Board of Education, Depositary, teacher, 
pupil, parent or guardian or other person of this State, at a price 
not exceeding the net contract price named in connection with and 
opposite each of said books in Section 1, of the Act (Section 3). 

3. T« > supply such books in sufficient quantities, and in quality 
of paper, typography, and binding equal to the sample copies ex- 
hibited to the Committees on Education, of the session of the Leg- 
islature of this State, of 1895 (Section 3). 

4. To deposit with the State Superintendent of Free Schools, 
similar copies of said books to be kept on file by that official (Sec- 
tion 3). 

5. To make no revision of such books as shall be introduced into 
the Free Schools of this State during the li^e of the contract, ex- 
cept that publishers of geographies may make such changes there- 
in, but not so as to alter the arrangement thereof , as may be neces- 
sary to cause such books to conform to the facts of later explora- 
tions, the changes in form of government, and political divisions, 
and the discoveries of Fcience (Section 3). 

6. To print for the information of County Superintendents, 
Boards of Education, and for general circulation, a full schedule 
of the contract prices and exchange prices agreed upon, and furn- 
ish to each County Superintendent so many copies of such schedule 
as may not be less than the aggregate number of school houses 
and places in the county, where such books are sold (Section 3). 

7. To furnish such books not now used in the schools of the 
State, at the exchange prices named opposite said books, in sec- 
tion 1 of the Act (Section 3). 

8. To make no charge to Boards of Education, or Depositaries, 
or other persons for the boxing or cartage of such books, but shall 
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deliver the same free on board cars at the place of publication 
(Sections). 

9. To take all copies of tkeir books that may be in the hands of 
the Depositaries, and in good condition, at the end of the life of 
this contract, and refund to the Board of Education the amount 
paid therefor (Section 3). 

10. To furnish any of said books to this State at such decreased 
prices, as they may be sold at to any other State, county, district 
or township, city or town, at less than foreg:oing prices, that is 
those named in section 1 of the Act (Section 3). 

11. To execute and file with the State Superintendent of Free 
Schools, a bond to be approved by the Governor, in the penalty of 
ten thousand dollars, payable to the State of West Virginia, con- 
ditioned according to law, for the faithful performance of the con- 
tract and agreement made in pursuance of the Act (Section 4). 

12. To promptly forward such books to the Depositary as may 
be named in his order which has been approved by the Board of 
Education, or the President thereof, and signed by the President 
and the Secretary, and to make out two invoices or bills therefor, 
and forward one to the Depositary and the other to the Secretary 
of the Board of Education (Section 8). 

13. To correct, within ten days, any error that may be found in 
the invoice or bill, which is sent to the Depositary (Section 8) 

DuTiKfi OF Teachers. 

1. If any teacher shall disobey any order issued by the State 
Superintendent of Free Schools, under the provisions of section 4 
of this Act, such teacher nhall forfeit ten dollars, and it shall be 
the duty of the Board of Educaticn of the District where the 
teacher is employed, to retain that amount out of the salary of 
such Teacher, which amount shall be paid into the Teacher's Fund 
of the District (Section 17). 

Note — ^The foregoing Instructions and Explanations are believed 
to be sufficiently full and explicit to enable all charged with the 
execution of the provisions of the Act to fully discharge the duties 
imposed. 

Most respectfully, 

Virgil A. Lewis, 
State Superintendent of Free Schools. 

At the same time blank bonds were sent out for the use of de- 
positaries, of which the following is a copy: 

Text-Book Depositary's Bond. 

Know All Men By These Presents^ That we, Principal, and 

and sureties, are held and firmly bound unto the 

^tate of West Virginia, in the sum of . . . .Dollars, lawful money of 
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the United States of America, to be paid unto the said State, for 
which payment well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our 
heirs, executors and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly 
by these presents. 

Sealed with our seals and dated this day of in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and ninety 

Whereas, the above bound , was on the ... day of ... . 

189 , by the Board of Education of the District of in the 

county of , in the State of West Virginia, appointed a 

Depositary to receive, keep on hand, and supply a sufficient quan- 
tity of text-books tor use in the Free Schools in the said District 

of , pursuant to the provisions of sections 6, of Chapter 

XXXVII. of the Acts of the Legislature of West Virginia of 
1895. 

Now^ Therefore^ if the said , shall pay over and account 

for all moneys and for all text-books that may come into his hands 
by virtue of his appointment as such Depositary^ and shall, in all 
other respects obey and conform to all appropriate and pertinent 
provisions of the Act of the Legislature hereinbefore mentioned, 
then this obligation shall be void, otherwise to remain in full force 
and effect. 

SEAL. |- 
SEAL. [ 
SEAL, i^ 

Ofice of the Board of Education of District of 

County, West Virginia, 189 . . 

The above bond has this day been approved by the said Board. 

President. 

Secretary. 

Accompanying these forms were "Depositary Order Lists," 
blank forms of "Orders of Board of Education on Sheriff to pub- 
lishers in payment of books sold to Depositaries," together with 
blank form of "Sheriff's receipt to Depository for money paid over 
from sale of books." 

Contracts With Publishers. 

All contracts to be entered into by the State Superintendent of 
Free Schools with publishers were requested to be made on or be- 
fore the first day of September, 1895, and to show what had been 
done in the matter, the following document was addressed to the 
Chief Executive of the State: 
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A Cominunication from the State Superintendent of Free 
Schools to the Governor, Relating to Text-Book 
Contracts, 

Under the Provisions of Chapter xxxvii. of thb Acts of 

THE Legislature of 1895. 



State of West Virginia, 
Department of Free Schools, 
Charleston, September 2, 1895. 

To Eis Excellency^ Wm. A. MacCorkle, Governor of West 
Virginia. 

Sir: — Under the provisions of Chapter XXXVII. of the Acts of 
the Legislature of 1895, of this State, passed February 22, 1895, 
certain books and apparatus were autnorized for use in the Pri- 
mary and Graded Schools throughout this State, and the prices of 
the said books and apparatus were fixed by the said Act. 

The State Superintendent of Free Schools to Make Con- 
tract with Publishers. 

Section 2 of said Chapter is as follows: 

"2. The State Superidtendent of Sc'iools, shall, on or before 
first day of September, one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
five, contract with the several publishers for the text books named 
in the preceding section, or that maf be adopted under the provis- 
ions of this act for supplying such books for use in the free schools 
of the State." 

In compliance with this requirement, 1 prepared form of contract 
which, after being submitted to the Attorney-General of the State 
for his approval, was printed and sent to the publishers of the 
several books and manufacturers of apparatus narred in section 1 
of the said Act. The law requires the said contract? to begin July 
1, 1896, and to continue thereafter for the term of five years. 

The Publishers to Enter Into Contract to Execute and File 

Bond. 

Section 4, of the said Chapter provides that: 

"4. The several publisher* of the said described school books 
shall each, on or before the first day of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety five, execute and file with the State Super- 
intendent of Schools, a bond to be approved by the Governor, in 
the penalty of ten thousand dollars, payable to the State West Vir- 
ginia, conditioned according to law for the faithful performance of 
the contract and agreement made in pursuance with this act." 
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A form of Bond was made and submitted to the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, which, after re«eiving his approval as to form, was printed, 
and copies thereof, forwarded, with the copies of the blank Con- 
tracts mentioned above, to the publishers of the several tex-books, 
etc.j prescribed. 



Governor to Appoint a State School Book Board. 

Section 5 of the Act further provides that: 

"5. If any publishers of said text-books, or series of such books 
as are published in a series; shall fail or refuse on or before the 
first day of September, 1895, to a^ree and contract, and execute 
and file bond as hereinbefore required, it shall be the duty of the 
Governor to appoint three persons, citizens of this State, not more 
than two of whom shall be of the same political party, to be known 
as the State School Book Board, to solicit proposals from and pub- 
lishers for the furnishingr of such books not contracted for as may 
be required to complete the list of text-books for use in the free 
schools of the State; and from books so offered, they shall select 
such as in their judgment are best adapted to be used in said 
schools, and to contract before the first day of July, 18^6, for the 
furnishing of the same in conformity with the provisions of this 
act. 

^^ Provided^ That said School Book Boa^-d shall no contract for 
any text-book at a price exceedmg the price named in section one 
of this act for books on the same subject, but may, in their discre- 
tion, require publishers to exchange hooks so contracted for on a 
free or even exchange for those now in use " 

It is because of the provisions of the foregoing sections that this 
report to Your Excellency is deemed neceasary. In compliance 
with the requirements of section* 2, and 4, contracts have been 
p^ade with the following named publishers, all of whom have given 
the required bonds, which have been approved by Your Excel- 
lency, as required by law, and the same are now on file in this 
oflBce: 



J Publishers Who Have Entered into Contract A^D Given Re- 
quired Bond, with Title and Price of Books Pub- 
lished BY Each. 

SK C. Heath & Co. — No. 5 Somerset St., and 19 Pemberton 
Square, Boston, Mass. 

English Orammar, Cont. Pr. Cont. Exc. Pr. 

Hyde's Language Lessons, Part 1 25c. 

Hyde's Language Lessons, Part II 43c. 

Advanced Lessons in English (Hyde) for 

high schools 36c. 25c, 



. . . • 



... 



• • 



• • 
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Civil Oovemment, 

The American Citizen (Dole) 65c 43c. 

Supplementary Reading. 

« 

Nature Readers, Book I. (Wright) 18c. 

Nature Readers, Book II. ( Wrifirht) '25c. 

Nature Readers, Book III. (Wright) 38c. 

Nature Readers, Book IV. (Wright) 45c. 

GiNN & Company. — 7-13 Tremont Place, Boston, Mass. 

nistory. Cont. Pr. Cont. Exc. Pr. 

General History — Myer's General Hi«tory,*1.10 82c. 

United States— Leading Facts of Ameri- 
can History (Montgomery) 65c. 50c. 

The Binginner's American History (Mont- 
gomery) 43c. 35c. 

PeninansJiip, 

Ginn & Co.'s Grammar Course, Nos. 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, 32 pages to each num- 
ber. Nos. 1 aud 2 having two copies to 
each page 5c. each. 

Ginn & Co.'s Tracing Books, Nos 1, 2, 3. .4c. each. 



.... 



J. B. Leppinoott Company. — 715 & 717, Market St., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Physiology. Cont. Pr. 

Cutter's Beginner's Anatomy, Physiology 
and Hygiene 20c. 

Cutter's Intermediate Physiology and Hy- 
giene 35c. 

Cutter's Comprehensive Physiology and Hy- 
giene 60c. 

Dictionaries. 

Woscester's New School 55. 

Worcester's Academic $1,00. 

A. LovELL & Company.- -3 East 14th Street, New York. 
Object Drawing. Cont, Pr. 

Jacobs and Brower's Elementary, Nos. 1, 

2, 3, 4, per copj^ 8c. 

Advanced Nos. 5, 6, 7, per copy lie. 

Teacher's Manual 30c. 

Dictation Blanks (O'Neill) Nos. 1, 2, and 

3, each 4c. 
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E. H. Butler & Co .--220 and 222 South 5th St Philadelphia, Pa. 

Geography . Cent. Pr. 

Mitchell's New Primary Geography 35c. 

MitchelFs New Intermediate Geography .. 80c. 

Thompson, Brown & Co. — 23 Hawley St., Boston, Mass. 

Single Entry Book-keeping, Cont. Pr. Con. Exc. Pr. 

Meservey's Book-keeping 35c. 20c. 

Meservey 's Book-keeping-Blanks (optional) 
per set 35c. 

Christopher Sower Company. — No. 614, Arch St., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Mathematics. Cont. Pr, Cont. Exc. Pr. 

Brook's New, Mental Arithmetic 22c. 15c. 

The Werner Company. — 160 to 174 Adams St., Chicago, 111. 

History, 

State History — History and Government 

West Virginia, (Le\7is) 80c. 

James T. Peters. — Armstrong, Fayette County, W. Va. 

Telluria/n. 

Peter's Tellurian with Instruction Book $5 00. .... 

Note. — Mr. Perters entered into contract, but has not given bond.* 

Text-Books and Apparatus for Which no Contracts Have 

Been Made. 

The following list of Text- Books and Apparatus, with prices 
attached, as prescribed in section 1, of the Text-Book law, have 
not been contracted for, and therefore, are to be secured for use in 
the schools of the State, under the provisions of section 5, as 
quoted above. 

Orthography, Cont. Pr. Cont Ex. Pr 

McGuffey's Revised Eclectic Spelling Book . . 10c. 



.... 



Beading, 

McGuffey's Revised First EclecticReader . . . lOc. 
McGuffey's Revised Second Eclectic Reader . 18c. 
McGuffey's Revised Third EclecticReader. .25c. 
McGuffey's Revised Fourth Eclectic Reader . 30c. 
McGuffey's RevisedFifth Eclectic Reader. . .45c. 

*Mr. Peters executed and filed the proper bond after the meeting of the 
State School Book Board. 
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Mathematics, 

Ray's New Primary Arithmetic 10c 

Ray's New Practical Arithmetic 35c. 

Ray's New Higher Arithmetic 60c. 

Ray's New Elementary Algebra 60c. 

Ray's New Higher Algebra 76c. 

Evans' School Geometry for Beginners. . . .40c. 

English Orammar. 

Harvey's Revised English Grammar (Harvey) , 

for high schools 47c. 

Dictionaries, 

Webster's Common School 50c. 

Webster's Academic $1.00 

Cecilian Series of Study and Song, No. 1..25c. 
Cecilian Series of Study an^l Song, No. 2 . . 35c. 
Cecilian Series of Study and Song, No. 3 . . 50c. 
Cecilian Series of Study and Song, No. 4.. 50c. 



• • 



• • 



• • • 



• • 



• • 



• • 



• • • 



« • • • 



• • 



• • 



• • 



• • • • 



Geography, 

Knote's Geography of West Virginia 30c. 

Maury's Physical Geography 75c. 25c. 

Butler's New Physical Geography 75c. 25c. 

Maps* 

Rand, McNally & Company's wall maps and 
school globes, 40 per cent.- off retail 
price. 

Spelling Tablets, 

Globe Practical Spelling Tablet, 36 pages. . 3c. 

All the foregoing is most respectfully submitted. 

Most obediently, 

Virgil A. Lewis, 
Governor's OflSce, State SupH Free Schools 

Received, Sept. 6, 1895. 

The Spate School Book Board. 

No contracts havinor been made for the last named books, the 
Governor, in compliance with the requirements of eection 5 of the 
Act, on September 9, 1895, appointed a State School Book Board 
composed of Hon. A. Brooks Fleming, of Marion county; Prof.F. 
H. Crago, of Ohio county; and Prof. Thos. E. Hodges of Cabell 
county. This Board having organized and advertised for bids as 
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preyided in the law, and met in Charleston, when the secretary 
made the following report to this Department: 

Office of the State School Book Board 
Charleston, West Virginia, March 10, 1896. 

Hon. Virgil A. Lewis, 

State Superintendent of Free Schools, 

Sir: — I am directed by the State School Book Board to certify 
to you, in order that you may enter into proper contract with the 
various publishers, the following list of text- books and apparatus 
selected by the said State School Book Board, with the prices there- 
for, and names and addresses of publishers, or manufacturers there- 
of ; to-wit: 

Maps and Globes. 

Band, McNally & rompany's wall maps and Globes, prices 40 
per cent, oflf from retail prices as given in the catalogue of 1895 
and 1896. 

Rand, McNally & Co., Chicago, 111. 

Music. 

New American Music Reader, No. 1, price 20 cents. 
New American Music Reader, No. 2, price 32 centR. 
New American Music Reader, No. 3, price 60 cents. 

William J. C. Dulany Co., Baltimore, Md. 

Tellurian. 

Peters' Tellurian, with instruction Book, price $5,000. 

James T. Peters, 
Oak Hill, Fayette County, W. Va. 

Spelling Tablet. 

The West Virginia Spelling tablet, price 3 cents. 

The Werner School Book Co., Chicago, HI. 

Geography of West Virginia. 

Kenney's Geography of West Virginia price 30 cents, with the 
proviso that the publisher furnish the same at free or even ex- 
change for copies of Knote's Geography of West Virginia now in 
use. 

A. E. Kenney, Charleston, West Virginia. 
Very respectfully, 

Thos. E. Hodges, 
Secretary State School Book Board, 
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For the books and apparatus herein mentioned, contracts have 
been made as required by law, except for The West Vininia Spell- 
ing Tablet and Kenney's Geography of West Virginia, for which 
the publishers refused to contract. 

Thus it is seen that no contracts have been made by this depart- 
ment for readers, spellers, Ray's Arithmetic, Ray's Algebra, Har- 
vey's Grammar, Webster's Dictionaries, or Physical Geography. 

Teacher's Institutes. 

Under this head a full and detailed statement of the institute 
work of the State was made in the last Biennial Report of this 
Department and to it I beg to refer. 

How great the interest has become in this department of our 
school work since its beginning in 1881, is shown by the following 
figures giving attendance by years: 

• 

Year. Attendance. Year. A.ttex)daQoe. 

1881 4,410 1889 6,213 

1882 4,699 1890 6,212 

1883 4,545 1891 5,636 

1884 4,975 1892 5,571 

1885 5,929 1893 6,590 

1886 6,088 1894 7,879 

1887 6,301 1895 8,710 

1888 6,302 1896 8,945 

• 

At this rate of gain, if the work meets with proper encourage- 
ment, we shall have before the century closes, more than 10,000 
teachers enrolled upon its registers. 

The Institute Law as It Now Is. 

The Institute law of the State, which was enacted in 1881, and 
as since amended is peculiar. It declares that: — 

'^As a means of improving the teachers, and fitting them for 
more effective service in the free schools of the State, teachers' in- 
stitutes shall be held annually throughout the State, one or more 
in each county; they shall be held at such times and places as the 
State Superintendent shall, with the advice of the County Superin- 
tendent, direct, and shall continue each for one week of five days; 
they shall be conducted by experienced and skillful institute in- 
structors, who shall be appointed by the State Superintendent. * 
* * The instructors * * * shall each receive for his services 
not more than twenty five dollars for each institute he may in- 
struct, * ♦ * but the aggregate amount of huch compensation 
for the whole State, shall not exceed one thousand dollars." 

Here are conditions bordering upon the impossible, for it is re- 
quired that institutes shall be held in fifty-five countiej"; that each 
institute shall receive $25. 00 for an instructor, and yet to pay this 



1 
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there ia an appropriation of but $18.18 for each county. The fact 
is, that if the agent of the Poa!>ody Fund did not come to the 
rescue the law wonid have lieconK- inoperative from the date of its 
enactment But through all the years since its progress, the State 
Superintendent has received annually enough money to enable him 
to comply with the provifions of the law. Anil the good work has 
gone on until, to-day it is, — next to the Normal School work — the 
moat important work (■onn6ct^■ll with our educational svstem. 
Every year it grows in interest and popularity until, at this time 
a thousand and more teachers attend the institutes than arc employ- 
ed in the State. Rut now there is a great decrease in the State's 
part of the Peabody Fund, and if the Legislature in its wisdom 
does not approjiriate more money fi>r this purpose the work can 
not be accomplished the ensuing year, nor hereafter in the future. 
It is earnestly hoped that this may be done, for no more potent 
factor can be brought to bear for the practical improvement of the 
teacher in the better plans and methods and for the elevation of the 
profession. All teachers are required to attend them and that is 
right, for the law sh.mld be no respector of persons. 

The chief object of an Institute should be professional culture 
and iraining; its chief aim, to impart a knowledge of the prim iples 
and methods of teaching and schonl management; its minor pur- 
pose, to prjmote the general culture and education of its members. 

All of this is owing to the State through the institute, wh'ch is 
the moat p'teot factor for the improvement of teachers now em- 
ployed in the primary work. 

The Stale may economize elsewhere — anywhere — everywhere 
else, but not here. 

There is no evidence whatever that donations will continue to be 
made to this State hy the Peabody Trustees, and the moment they 
fail to do this, that moment the instituie work will be a failure 
unless the State has n ade the necessary provti-ion fur its support. 
As will be seen from the feregoing, the sum of one thousand dol- 
lars is entirely inai]equate lor this. At least three times that 
amount should be set apart annually for this work. 

Common Ebhoes in Conducting Countt Institutes. 

Ever since my incumbency in the office of State Sujierintendent 
of Free Schools, I have endeavored to discover, if possible, the 
hindrances, if any, to the complete success of our county institute 
work. Each year I have visited institutes in a number of the 
counties of the State, and among the faults observed, I regard the 
following as most serious : 

1. Too much time devoted to certain subjects to the neglect of 
other subjects. 

2. Too much diacnssion, e-pecially on unimportant and irrelevant 
points. 

3. Time wasted on trifles and on mere technicalities of no prac- 
tical value. 
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4. Reading long, crude essays, consuming the time of the in- 
stitute to little or no purpose. 

5. Failure of teachers to do the practical work assigned them. 

6. Indiscretion, when an able Normal instructor is not engaged, 
in the selection and in the number of teachers to conduct the in- 
stitnte, tending to conflict and confusion, and producing no healthy 
results. The success of an institute should be assured. The best 
talent, foreign or local, should always be employed to conduct the 
ins^itute, for its special oflSce is ''the normal instruction, improve- 
ment, and better qualification of the teachers" of the County. 
This demands professional training hy a Master^ and there is no 
greater factor in civilization than a teacher of teachers. 

7. An effort on the part of the instructors to imbue the work 
that should prevail in an institute with the spirit of the Teacher's 
Association. They are essentially diflferent. The former is prop 
erty a school for instruction in the principles and m^'thods of 
teaching, and of organizing and managing schools. The latter 
is, as the name implies, an Association of 'J'eachers, as peers, for 
communion and co operation in a common cause. Both are equally 
important, but the difference in spirit between them must be re- 
cognized and realized. 

8. Too much greneral discussion upon methods — discussion which 
often becomes metaphysical and abstract, and is consequently be- 
yond the reach of the great majority of those who attend institutes, 
and incapable of giving them any positive benefit. 

The Benefit of a Successful Institute. 
The best means of assistance to either an experienced or an in- 
experienced teacher is the daily example of a good and efficient 
teacher, not on the lecture rostrum, but in the study and recitation 
rooms. With an instructor the following and much more will re- 
main as permanent results of a well instructed county institute : 

1. The prof essional standard is elevated. 

2. The professional 8f)irit it quickened and energized. 

8. The organization, instruction, and management of schools 
are improved. 

4. The school children realize a new life by the impartation of 
the superior spirit and power of the teacher, for "As the teacher 
is, so is the school." 

5. Teachers and trustees are brought into more intimate relation 
in their common work. 

6. Teachers and patrons are brought together in sympathy and 
co-operation. 

7. Trustees and patrons ascertain the relative qualification of the 
teachers of the county. 

8. Teachers have the opportunity of comparing their respective 
attainments in the science and art of teaching. 

9. An educational spirit is awakened in the school districts. The 
importance of education is better understood, for the work of the 
genuine teacher is felt and appreciated. The people realize the 
true mission of the teacher, and the teacher feels his force as a 
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factor with the people. During^ the last twelve years the well in- 
structed county institutes have done a ^reat work for West Vir- 
ginia, and the results are but now beginning to be seen. 

What the Character of the Institute Work Should Be. 

What shall be the character of our institute work ? This ques- 
tion is uppermost m the minds of every one who attempts to pre- 
pare a programme or sylltibus to be pursued in teachers' insti- 
tutes; but one important fact presents itself to every one who care- 
fully examines the subject, and that is that more teachers fail be- 
cause of a lack of knowledge of Methods than of a knowledge of 
What to Teach, 

In the present advanced state of our institute work, it is usele s 
for an instructor to spend time exhibiting the different methods 
of computing interest, or of extracting roots, but it is of -the 
greatest importance that he instruct teachers as to the best metliod 
<?/*^^acAiw^ these subjects toothers. Every teacher in the insti- 
tute can read, and what h^ needs most is a knowledge of the best 
methods of teaching others to 1 ead. They know how to perform 
all of the operations in common and decimal fractions, but it is 
the office of the instructor to give instructions to the teachers as to 
the best methods of presenting these subjects to children — that is 
to beginners. 

A teacher is one who gives instruction — that is, one who fur- 
nishes the mind of others with knowledge, — develops knowl- 
edge in the minds of others. In'»truc:tion, from in — into, and 
%truo—\ build, means literally "I build in." To thus instruct the 
mind is to furnish it with knowledge, or develop and build up 
knowledge in the mind. How shall this be done? The teacher 
must himself betauj^ht; he is a trainer and as such, he must him- 
self be trained. To be a teacher and a trainer, he must be in- 
atrncted^ and this implies an instructor, one appointed not to tell 
him what to teach as a teacher, or in what to train as a trainer, 
but to tell him how to teach and how to train. This is very largely 
the work of the instructor throughout the five days through 
which the institute continues. 

Teachers fail in school government because they have not a 
knov\ ledge of school management, and a talk of one-half hour on 
this Bubfect alone will be v>orth vastly more than whole days frit- 
tered away in mere technics in the various branches. 

What the Work Now is. 

During recent years there has been a marked change in the char- 
acter of the work done in the county teachers' institute. The 
necessity for academic instruction, or scholastic work as such, has 
grown less and le^s, and it has come to be generally recognized 
that a county institute of one or two weeks' duration^ only cannot 
be profitably used as a review school for the preparation of incom- 
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petent teachers for county examinations. The character of the 
work has each year become more and more of a purely professional 
nature, and the academic work done therein has been given purely 
as an illustrative basis for the pedagogical principles presented and 
demonstrated. The State is to be congratulated upon the vast im- 
provement in ability and special qualifications of the institute in- 
structors that have come to be recognized as the best professional 
teachers in the State, and whose services are universally sought by 
Superintendents and Boards of Education. Perhaps no general 
organization or system of public meetings in our State, so clearly 
demonstrates the rapid growth of general intelligence and of' 
higher culture upon tne part of our citizenship generally, as do 
the teachers' county institutes when compared with similar meet- 
ings of half a generation ajjo. It is especially desirable that the orga- 
nization of county institutes, and the material support thereof 
shall be such, as to insure to every county the benefit of the best 
instruction and the uniform presentation of the best thought and 
results of the educational movements throughout the country. 

Legal Requirements Regarding the Institute Programme, 

Section 30 of the School Law declares that: ' "It shall be the 
duty of the State Superintendent to prescribe a Graded (bourse of 
Institute work, covering a period of two years, and the methods 
of conducting the same, together With such other details connected 
therewith as he shall deem conducive to their usefulness and eflS- 
ciency." 

This requirement has been complied with ever since the enact- 
ment of the law, first, by my predecessors and secondly, by my- 
self. The two terms course, covering 1895 and 1896, and the 
character of the work now being done in the institutes of the State 
will be readily seen by the following programme tor 1896, used in 
each and every county, and by which that uniformity of work for 
which the State strives is secured. 



FROaSAMME OF DAILY EXERCISES. 

Monday A. M. 

10:30. Call to order by County Superintendent. 

Devotional exercises. 

Election of recording and corresponding secretaries. 

Distribution of enrollment blanks. 

Collection of enrollment blanks by recording secre- 
tary and arrangement of same for copying or institute 
registers. 

Announcement of business matters by County Super- 
intendent. 

Introduction of instructor by the County Superinten- 



74 Report of State Superintendent 

dent, followed by remarks of the instructor, who will 
give outlines of his plan of work. 



< Singing. 

11:16. Recess. 

Re-assemble. 

Discussion: "What are the best methods of interest- 
ing patrons in the school?" 
Singing. 

12:00— Noon. 

Monday P. M. 

1:30 Re-assemble.. 

Singing. 

1:45 Grammar.* 

Apply the Law of Definition and Define the follow- 
ing: 

1. Noun. 

2. Pronoun. 

3. AHjective. 

4. Verb. 

5 Adverb. 

6. Preposition. 

7. Conjunction. 

(Show that your definitions are correct.) 
Show wherein the following are defective by applying 
the laws of definition to them : "A noun is a name." 
''A pronoun is a worti that is used instead of a noun." 
''An adjective is a word used to qualify a noun or pro- 
noun." ^'A verb is a word that asserts action, being, 
or state of being." "An adverb is a word used to 
qualify a verb, also an adjective ©r another adverb." 
''The subject of a sentence names that of which some- 
thing is thought." 'The predicate of a sentence is that 
which is asserted of the subject." 

2:15 Literary Qualifications of the Teacher. 

1. What a teacher should know. 
(a) Besides the branches he is required to teach. 
lb) In addition to what he learned in the schools. 



* The instructor should teaoh in the same manner and spirit as he does in 
regular school work, pausing here and there to show up the professional aspect 
of the presentation— th« Psychology ( f the method. He ahould teach in the 
best way and show why it is the best. 
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2. A teacher of culture muet be acquainted with 
literature. 

(a) Must possess some knowledge of the life and 

life-work of the worM's authors. 
(J) Must be at least to some extent familiar with 
their writing, especially those of their own 
country. 
(The instrrctor should here dwell at length upon 
State and National authors.) 

2:45 Recess. 

3:00 Theory and Practk^e. 

I. Right Views of Education. 

1. Knowledge should precede practice. 

2. Addison's views of education. 

3. Knowledge may he imsafe. 

4. What is proper education ? 

5. Derivation of the word educate. 

6. Errors in education. 

7. Education as a growth or approach to a typical 

form. 

8. Limitations and purposes of education. 

II. Right Modes of Teaching. 

1. Aptness to teach, an instinct or an acquired 
power ; which ? 
* 2. Pouring in process. 

(a) Evils. 

3. Drawing-out process. 

(a) Advantages and disadvantages. 

4. The more excellent way. 

(a) Pupil must depend chiefly on his own re- 

sources. 

(b) Teacher must be a skillful guide. 
6. Waking up mind. 

(a) Exercises adapted to meet this end. 
(J) Increases pupils' mental capacity. 

(c) Produces vigorous mental activity. 

(d) Secures the interest of parents. 

(e) It wakes up the teacher's own mind. 

in. Conducting Recitations. 

1. Two schools contrasted. 

2. Two powers the accomplished teacher must have. 

3. Essentials in conducting recite-tions. 

{a) Thorough understanding of the subject 
taught. 
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(J) Special preparation for each lesson. 

(c) Must be master of the text-book. 

(d) Ability to use language fluently and correctly. 

(e) Accuracy in statements. 
(/) Personal animation. 

Ig) Attention and interest. 

(A) Methods of teaching must not assume a 

formal routine. 
(i) The teacher's language must be intelligible. 
(^;) Responses must be prompt and acccurate. 
(k) Simultaneous recitations must be avoided. 

3:40 DiscussiO!! of Important Points in the Graded 

CJouRSE OF Study. All experienced teachers should par- 
ticipate. A lengthy discussion will be found to be espe- 
cially profitable to young teachers. 

4:03 Outline of Work. The Instructor should here out- 

line the work for Tuesday, that is, the order and method 
in which it will be presented, so that teachers may care- 
full prepare for the work in an intelligent manner. 

4:15 Closing Exercises. 

1. Remarks by the County Superintendent of Free Schools. 

2. Singing. 

3. Roll call. 

4. Adjournment. 

TUESDAY, 

A. M. 

8:45 Opening Exercises: 

Roll call — Response by quotations from West Virginia 
Authors. 

9 :00 Educational Journals : 

1. What they contain. 

2. Their value to teachers, to pupils, and to school 
officials. 

3. Importance of live Home Journals in the colles- 
tion and dissemination of State Educational News; in 
helping to battle against popular prejudices, and in aid- 
ing to popularize better methods of teaching and in the 
creation of a more liberal and intelligent public senti- 
ment. 

4. The West Virginia School Journal, and our 
other School Journals of the State. What they are 
doinsr for educational advancement in our midst. 



■» 



9;20 Civil Gtovbrnment.— The Magisterial District. 
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1. Number of Magisterial Districts in the county. 

2. Magisterial District oflScers. 
(a) Names of. 

(J) How chosen. 

{c) Define duties of each, with length of term of 
oflSce. 

3. What of the school organization of the Magis- 
terial District? 

4. Discuss sub-districts, school trustees, road sur- 
veyors. 

5. What of Independent School Districts? 

(a) How created? 

(b) Advantages and disadvantages of. 

6. Discussion of methods in teaching Civil Oovem- 
tnent. 

9:45 Writing in the Public Schools. 

I. The aim to be kept in view. 
1. As to knowledge. 
{a) To familiarize the pupil with the various script 
forms. 

(1) Of letters — small, capital. 

(2) Of marks of punctuation. 

(3) Of marks of reference. 

(J) To lead the pupil to form adequate concep'- 
tions of the movements required to execute 
these forms so as to secure legibility, rapid- 
ity and ease of execution. 

2. As to power. 

(a) To train to habits of careful observation. 

(J) To give such power over slant, spacing, character 
of line, and mode of combination as shall result 
in legible, rapid and graceful writing. 

3. Discussion of methods of teaching Writing. 

10:10 Physiology and Hygiene. 

1. Special Topics. 

(a) The voice- its* value in life. 

(J) The eye — pleasure and profit by. 

\c) The teeth — care. 

d) Foods — value, cost, cooking. 

\e) Ventilation — home, school, public buildings. 

2. What to do in emergencies. 
{a) Burns; cuts; nose bleeding; sprain; croup; tooth 

ache; choking; sun-stroke; matter unexpect 
edly entering eye, ear, nose. 

3. Effects of alcohol and narcotics upon. 
{(C) Blood. 
(J) Heart. 



% 
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(c) Membranes. 

id) Lungs. 

(e) Brain and nerves. 

(/) Will. 

Ig) Moral faculties. 

4. DisGicssion of methods in teaching Physiology and 
Byqiene. 

m 

10:40 Recess.^ 

10:50 Language.* 

1. Social and business forms and correspondence. 
{a.) Letter of introduction and answer. 

(J.) Letter of congratulation and answer. 

(c.) Letter of condolence and answer. 

(d.) Letter of greeting and answer. 

(($.) Better of invitationand answer. 

(/!) Promissory note; receipt for the same. 

(^.) Bill ordering goods. 

(A.) Letter ordering books. 

(i.) An expense account. 

( ;.) Application for a school. 

(h.^ Application for a business position. 

(Z.) Telegram. 

2. Ijiscussion of methods in teaching Business Forms^ 

etc, 

11:25 Primary ARiTHMETO,t (No. text-book.) 

1. Obiect. 

(a) To get a thorough knowledge of elementary 

numbers and their relations. 
(J.) In what does this consist? 

2. Means of Accomplishing this end. 

(a.) By use of objects. Concrete number. 
(1.) Similar objects. [ txtu a 

(2.) Dissimilar objects j" vvny? 

(3.) Many concrete problems; ^^ ^., problems to 
be worked out by the use of objects. 
(5.) By counting. Abstract and serial nature of 
number. 
(1.) Count by I's. 2's, 3's, 4's etc. 



*One of the most necepsary accomplishments is the ability to write the ordi- 
nary social and business forms. One of the most neglected necessaries is this. 
The teacher should not be found lackinjr, either in her own ability in this 
line, or in efficiency and thoroughness in teaching it. 

tThe value of counting has in recent years been greatly underestimated. 
Work out its true value 



OF Free Schools. 79 

(2.) Thus learn multiplication and disvision 
tables. 
(c.) By the use of symbols. 
(1.) Introduce figures' and signs only when need- 
ed. When is that? 
(2.) Form addition and substraction tables. 
(3.) Some introduction to the principles of nota- 
tion and numeration, 
3. Discussions of methods of teaching Primary Arith- 
metic, 

11*55 Singing. 

12:00— Noon. 

TUESDAY. 

p. M. 

1:15 West Virginia Educational Institutions. 

1. The West Virginia University. 
(a.) Its location and history. 
(5.) Its aims and objects. 

(c.) Conditions on which students are admitted. 

2. The State Normal School and its branches, 
(a.) Location and history. 

(i.) Objects and aims. 

(c.) How and on what .conditions students are ad- 
mitted. 

3. The West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and Blind. 
(a.) Where situated; established when. 

(b.) Who are admitted and how and on what terms. 

4. The West Virginia Reform School. 
(a.) When and where located. 

(J.) How inmates are admitted. 

5. Discuss all other private and denominational 
schools within the State^ giving location^ historical data 
and objects and aims of each 

1:45 History of Education. 

I. The general benefits of a knowledge of this sub- 

ject. 

1. As an aid to the study of Pedagogy. 

2. It shows the development of courses of study. 

3. It marks the naturalizing of methods of in- 

struction. 

4. It exhibits the line of reform in discipline and 

control. 
6. It creates professional self-respect. 
6. It reveals progress in civilization. 
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11. Educational systems. 

1. Oriental systems. 

(a.) Characterized by (1) a subjection of the individ- 
ual to authority, aad (2) by being non-pro- 
gressive. 

(J.) Among its great leaders were, (1) in China, La- 
otze and Confucius ; (2) in India, Buddha ; 
(S) in Persia, Zoroaster, and (4) among the 
Hebrews, David and Solomon. 

(c.) They differed much as to educational aim ; (1) 
China seekinar to make an obedient citizen ; 

(2) India to fit the individual for his class in 
society ; (3) the Hebrews to become faithful 
servants of God ; (4) the Persians to be bold 
warriors and patriots ; (.5) Egypt to prepare 
for death. 

d ) Their contributions to modern Pedagogy and 
culture may be summed up as (1) China, the 
conservative element in industry and the 
arts ; (2) India, its literature and philosophy; 

(3) the Hebrews, their sacred writings ; (4) 
Egypt, physical science and mathematics ; 
and (5) Phoenicia, commercial and industrial 
intercourse and conventional forms. 

2. The Ancient Classical Systems. 

(a. ) Greece with its two typical systems — the Spar- 
tan and Athenian. 

(h) In the Greek theory of education, (1) ethical 
instruction was exalted ; (2) great streps was 
laid on music and gymnastic?; and (3) the 
purpose held "to make a beautiful soul in a 
beautiful body." Only free men were edu- 
cated. 

(c) The great leaders, whose lives may be studied 
profitablv by teachers, include Pythagoras, 
Polon, Zeno, Epicurus, Plato, Socrates and 
Aristotle. In the philosophies of the last 
three, especially, may be found numerous 
pi;inciples incorporated into the modern sci- 
ence of education. 
(d), Rome, practical, administrative, secular. 

(1.) Ideas of education, emphasized (a.) the 
influence of material instruction and train- 
ing ; (b) the value of natural study ; (c) the 
useful. 

(2.) The great Roman educators or writers 
upon education, include Cicero, Seneca and 
Quintilian. 

3. Education among Christian nations. (1) Work 

in the early centuries of the Christian Era, 
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What was done for education. (2) Alcuin, 
co-worker with Charlemagne, the connecting 
link as teacher and scholar between classical 
and modern systems. (3) Chivalry, with its 
conventional culture, elevation of women, 
respect for the family, progressive, indus- 
trial, individual. (4) Scholasticism, abstract, 
Sf)eculative, impractical. Note the course 
of study with the authoritative methods, 
texture and harsh discipline. (5) Humanists, 
having more comprehensive ideas of the 
sphere of education, and penetrated with the 
Christain spirit, scholarly, humane, moral 
teachers, and a classical curriculum. Among 
the leaders of the humanists may be men- 
tioned Agricola, Renchlin and Erasmus. 
(6) The universities, together with their 
growth out of pre-existing schools, their re- 
lation to church and state, the philosophical 
and theological curricula, the special civil 
privileores of students, and their general 
moral depravity. 
(b) The humanism of John Sturm and his time; pre- 
senting a classical course, systematically ar- 
ranged, ^ith science required and the ver- 
nacular neglected. 
4. The reaction against classical education, exempli- 
fied in the life and writings of: ' 

{a) Montaigne, the theorist advocating a full 
rounded education, mild discipline, rational 
methods and the culture of the understand- 
ing. 

(J) Bacon, the philosopher, insisting upon inde- 
pendent investigation, and< the large use of 
the inductive method, and giving new aims 
to philosophic thought. 

(e) Milton, the scholarly dissenter, rich in pedago- 
gic knowledge, who saw the need for a study 
of things even more than languages, and 
would have education fit for practical life. 

(d) Balich, the famous teacher of the Aubalt- 

Koethen school, advocate of natural methods, 
vernacular lessons and attractive manage- 
ment. 

(e) Comenius, teacher and pedagogical writer, gave 

a marked impulse to nature study, the move- 
ment for universal education, and a rational 
conception of its nature; arranged a graded 
course of study with its corresponding 
schools, (the natural, the vernacular and 
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Latin schools, and academy); and wrote text- 
books for a century's use. 

(/*) Locke, the physician and practical psycholoffist 
who saw and urged the importance of physi- 
cal culture, and childhood training, opposed 
classical learning, and held that it is the 
function of education to form a nobleman — 
"A robust mind in a robust body." 

(g) Penelon, who advised the early education of 
children, the liberal education of women, 
and the attractive methods of teaching 

(h) Rousseau, French philosopher and educational 
theorist, setting forth in "Emile" a system 
of training as an unbroken unity from in- 
fancy to manhood; emphasized a knowledge 
of things rather than a knowledge of words; 
the need of studying and following the na- 
ture of the learner; and the importance of 
physical development and sense-training for 
the earliest childhood; the end of education 
being to develop a complete man. 
5. The Period of Modern Education, represented in 
the contributions of [three typical educators: 

{a) Pestalozzi, father of Modern Pedagogy, teacher 
and close student of children, author of sys- 
tematic object teaching, who saw in educa- 
tion a means of ennobling the race. 

(5) Froebel, founder of the Kindergarten, teacher 
and writer; sees the development of all the 
faculties as the aim of education, and the 
laws of mind as determining its principles. 

{c) Herbert Spencer, with whom education is a 
development, and its final aim is to furnish 
a preparation for life in its largest sens"'; 
knowledge should be taken at first hand, 
books are only supplementary; and in whose 
pedagogy a primary principle is "the genesis 
of knowledge in the individual follows the 
same course as the genesis of knowledge in 
the race." 

6. Educational writers of to-day: viz. : VV. Preyer, 
Francis W. Parker, Richard G. Boone, B. A. 
Hinsdale, Earl Barnes, Joseph Baldwin, ^ 
F, V. N Painter, E. E. White, R. H. 
Quick, etc. 

2:30 Advanced Civil Government. 

I. The State of West Virginia. 
1. Counties composing. 
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2. Population. 

Nationalities, their previous condition as to social, 
political, reli odious education. 

(a) Their value as citizens of the United States. 
(J) District delegates— how and when elected. 
{c) County delegates — how and for what elected. 
(d) State nominating convention. 
(<?) Official ballot -how made, whosenames may ap- 
pear on it. 
(/) Political parties, causes, results, platforms. 
(g) Australian ballot. 
(A) Names of State officers. 

(i) Officers— elective; appointive (how appointed.) 
(;) Duties of elective officers. 
(k) Length of term, salaries, services. 
(/) Characteristics of the good officer. 
(m) Relation of State to United States government. 
(n) Senators — how elected, term, salary. 
{o) Congressmen — how elected, term, salary, duties. 
(p) Presidential electors — how elected, duties. 
(q) Federal appointees in the State. 

3:00 Recess. 

3:10 The Class Recitation. 

1. The recitation the true test of success in the 
teacher and the real opportunity for success to the pupil. 

2. The teacher should call for the expression of the 
pupil's judgments and conclusions rather than for his 
memorized statements. 

3. Should assume and provide material for due study 
hours in the school- room. 

4. Continued, interested attention of every pupil a 
necessary element in a good recitation 

5. The love of learning to be fostered by the manner 
of conducting the recitation. 

6. To what extent should the recitation be a written 
exercise. 

7. Discussion of methods of hearing a Recitation, 

3:35. The West Virginia Teachers' Reading Circle 

1. Its object. 

2. Plan of organization. 

{a) The County Superintendent to be president of 
the county organization. Other county offi- 
cers to be elected. 

(J) The district organizations to elect officers cor- 
responding to the county organization. 
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3. The manner in which the work can be done with 
a view of obtaining the best results should be freely dis- 
cussed by the institute. 

4. Discussion of means by which teachers can ac- 
quaint themselves with literature; that is, how can they 
best secure to themselves that literary culture which 
muat adorn our profession. 

4:00. Miscellaneous. — Exercises pertaining to the work 

of the day. 

Rollcall with responses by quotations from American 
authors. 

Adjournment. 

Tuesday, 8:00 p. m., Evening Session. 

There should be sessions on the evenings of Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. For these it has been thought 
best to leave the matter of a programme to the County 
Superintendent, aided by the members of the institute. 
Let all see to it that these evening exercises shall be of 
a high literary character and therefore among the most 
protitable and interesting of the entire institute. 



WEDNESDAY 

A. M. 

8:45. Opening Exercises. 

Appointment of committees by the County Superintend- 
ent of Free Schools. 

9:00. Extended Parsing Exercises by the Whole Insti- 

tute. 

Parse in full, all the italicized words in the following 
sentences, giving special attention to the constructions. 
Let there be a full discussion. 

1. Who is he that calls us traitors ? 

2. Trying to deceive others we often deceive our- 
selves. 

3. I kept him working^ 

4. The mountain streams went hahUing by. 

5. His great work having been well done, he rests at 
last. 

6. Let Wi jpreveiit his anger by sacrificing ourselves. 

7. I have but a few more words to say, 

8. Some days his conduct is exceedingly blameworthy. 



OF Free Schools. 85 

9. I don't wonder at his giving me so cordial a wel- 
come. 

10. O, that he were here with us. 

11. At thirty man suspects himself 9l fool. 

12. The work of each immortal bard appears the single 
wonder of a thousand years. 

13. Up, Guards ! and at them. 

14. I stagrgered back a few paces, 

15. Will men refrain from injuring others, unless they 
hive within them a benevolent spirit prompting them to 
do good ? 

16. Be careful to avoid giving offense. 

1 7. He is a fool to think so. 

18. They saw the enemy advance* 

19. He is old enough to vote, 

20. To ceaee to change is to cease to live. 

21. God called the light day and the darkness he called 
night. 

22. Jack has worn his ^Am shoes. 
if3. Jack has worn his shoes thin, 

24. He left me destitute, 

25. The fi^ate-keeper refused them admitta/nce. 

26. They were refused admittance by the gate kf eper. 
27i Let me ask you one question. 

28. You were asked that question yesterday. 

29. Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 
Be a hero in the strife. 

30. Sweet Land of Liberty, of thee I sing. 

9:40 Theoby and Practice. 

The Instructor should dwell upon the following: 
1. Things to be Avoided. 

1. Guard against prejudice on entering a school. 
Give reasons. 

2. Be careful to direct pupils in their study your- 
self. 

3. Do not teach too many things. 

4. Never attend to outside business in school hours. 

5. Avoid making excuses for the appearance of your 
school. 

6. Do not speak unfavorably of your predecessor on 
any occasion. 

7. Never compare one child with another. 

8. Wounding the sensibilities of a dull child. 

9. Losing patience with unreasonable parents. 

10. Having hobbies in teaching. 

11. Concert recitation. 

12. Avoid ''crazes." 
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II. Things to be Performed. 

1. Show yourself the pupil's friend. 

2. Keep the school house and premises in prood order. 

3. Use wrong- doers as texts for general lessons in 
morals. 

4. Be accurate. 

5. Cultivate a pleasant countenance. 

6. Take advantage of unusual occurrences. 

10:10 Physiology and Hygiene. (Each topic should be 

discussed.) 

I. Ventilation. 

1. Aim of ventilation. 

1. Diseases caused by improper ventilation. 

3. When is a room well ventilated? 

4. How should a room be constructed to give 
proper ventilation ? 

5. Should school houses be warmed by stoves or 
furnaces? 

(5. Compare the cost of heating a room with a stove 
or furnace. 

7. How many cubic feet of space should be allowed 
for each child? 

8. What should be the size of a house to seat forty 
pupils? 

9. Must air be warm or cold, or either, to be pure? 

10. When air is first exhaled from the lungs will it 
rise or fall? Give reasons. 

11. Which is heavier, carbonic acid or common air 
when cold? Which when warmed? 

12. If windows are common mode of ventilation 
Fhould they be lowered at the top or raised from the 
bottom ? Or both ? Give reasons. 

13. Why should windows and doors be thrown open 
at morning, noon, evening and recess? 

14. Miscellaneous remarks by members of the in- 
stitute. 

10:40 Recess. 

10:50 Model Lessons in U. S. History.* By the Instructor. 

First events in discoveries, in chronological order; 
one event at a lesson; the place, mapped clearly; the 



**'The life of the people of our country, broadly stated, is the subject matter 
of its History Life manifests itself by growth. Thegiowthof the life of a 
peop'e embodies itself in certaiu permanent forms called institutions. These, 
theu, are the key to the life of a people and must furnish the material on 
which teacher ana student work."— Mack. 
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11:15 



11:45. 



principal character ; the cause that led to discovery ; 
the nation making the discovery; the conditions of the 
people and the place; the final results of that discovery, 
make every thing vivid by means of pictures, maps, 
drawings, illustrations. 

Teacher and pupil live, move and have their being 
for the time in the lesson. 
Later events in discoveries, treated similarly. 
Colonies; order of settlement; where; by whom — 
person and nation; cause for settlement; conditions; 
results. 
General discussion of methods in teaching History. 

History of West Virginia. 

1. Native inhabitants; early discoveries; first set- 
tlements; dates; places; causes that led to settlements; 
condition of early settlers. 

2. Present conditions of the State; advantages; dis- 
advantages; domestic. 

3. Relative position in the United States; rank; in- 
fluence. 

4. What shall West Virginia do in the next decade 
to advance and better the conditions of her people? 

A Spelling Lesson. ^ 

The mastery of a word for practical purposes in- 
volves the naming of its letters in regular order, its 
definition, and its different uses in the sentence. 

The instructor should prepare a list of twenty 
words similar to the following, and pronounce same 
that the whole institute may spell and mark errors. 
Then let the roll be called and each teacher respond 
by giving the number of missed words. 



L Principal. 2. 

5. Lane. 6. 

9. Glair. 10. 

13. Tenon. U. 

17. Dram. 18. 



Principle. 3. Pale, 4. 

Lain. 7 Great. 8. 

Glare. 11. Rendezvous 12. 
Crochet. 15. Forceps. 16. 
Drachm. 19. Jam. 20. 



Pail 

Grate. 

Conduit. 

Pincers. 

Jamb. 



12:00— Noon. 
WEDNESDAY. 



p. M. 



1:30. 



The State Constitution, (Discuss Provisions 
thereof). 
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1. 


Relation to the government of the United 




States. 


2. 


The State. 


3. 


Bill of Rights. 


4. 


Election of officers. 


5. 


Division of powers. 


6. 


Legislature. 


7. 


Executive Department. 


8. 


Judiciary Department. 


9. 


County organization. 


10. 


Taxation and finance. 


11. 


Corporations. 


12. 


Education. 


13. 


Land titles. 


14. 


Amendments- how may be made. 


Book-Keeping. 



2:00 

1. Its value as one of the common school branches. 

2. Single Entry Book-Keeping. 

{a) Best method of teaching the five forms of ac- 
counts. 
(5) Explain the kind of books used in each form. 
{c) Illustrate the method of posting accounts. 
{(i) Exhibit the method of closing accounts. 
{e) Explain the different kinds of forms of com- 
mercial paper, such as notes, drafts, bills of 
exchange, etc, 
2. Discussion of methods of teaching Book-Keeping 
in the Public Schools. 

2:30 School Discipline. 

I. Motives in discipling pupils. 

1. What is a motive? 
{a) Kinds. 

(J) DiflSculty in their proper application. 
Ic) Pleasure arising from activity. 

2. Approval. 

(a) Of teacher. 

(5) State the two fold source of the child's pleas- 
ure. 
{c) Effects of injudicious use. 
(d) Discuss the approval of pupils. Of parents. 
Of society. 

3. Motive of the satisfaction of conquest. 
{a) Discuss competition and emulation, 
ih) With others. 

(c) With himself. 
{d) Motive of duty. 
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. (e) Feelings connected with it. 
(f) Two views'of duty. 

4. Motive of punishment. 
(a) Its occasion. 

(J) Whom the act is against. 

Ic) The aim of punishment. (State it.) ' 

(d) Essential elements of a punishment. 

5. Kinds of punishment. 
{a) Dismissal. 

(h) Tasks. 

{c) Deprivations. 

(d) Corporal. 

6. Test each of these by the aim and essential ele- 

ments of punishment. 

7. Discuss the relative values of the motives above 

mentioned, 

3.00 Recess. 

3:10 Civil Government. 

1. The Nation and the States. 

1. Elements of strength in the Constitution. 

2. Difference between Confederation and Federal 

Union. 

3. Powers granted to Congress. The "Elastic 

Clause." 

4. Powers denied to the States. 

5. Powers denied to Congress. 

6. Inter-citizenship. 

7. Amendments to the Constitution. Modt of mak- 

ing them. 

8. "Questions on the text." 

II. The Federal Judiciary. 

1. "Need for a Federal Judiciary." 

2. The organization of a Federal Judiciary. 

3. Jurisdiction of the Federal Courts. • 

4t. The Supreme Court peculiarly an American insti- 
tution. 
I. "Questions on the text." 

III. Territorial Government. 

1. The constitutional provisions for admitting new 
States. 

2. The Northwest Territory and the Ordinance of 

1787. 
S. Other territorries and their government. 

4. The usual stages of territoriS government. 

IV. Ratifications and Amendments. 

1. Provisions for the ratification of the Constitution. 

2. The slavery concessions in the Constitution. The 

effect on South Carolina and Georsria. 
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II. Educational systems. 

1. Oriental Fysteras. 

(a. ) Characterized by (1) a subjection of the individ- 
ual to authority, aod (2) by being non-pro- 
gressive. 

(b.) Among its great leaders were, (1) in China, La- 
otze and Confucius ; (2) in India, Buddha ; 
(B) in Persia, Zoroaster, and (4) among the 
Hebrews, David and Solomon. 

((?.) They differed much as to educational aim ; (1) 
China seehingr to make an obedient citizen ; 

(2) India to fit the individual for his class in 
society ; (3) the Hebrews to become faithful 
servants of God ; (4) the Persians to be bold 
warriors and patriots ; (.5) Egypt to prepare 
for death. 

d ) Their contributions to modern Pedagogy and 
culture may be summed up as (1) China, the 
conservative element in industry and the 
arts ; (2) India, its literature and philosophy; 

(3) the Hebrews, their sacred writings ; (i) 
Egypt, physical science and mathematics ; 
and (5) Phoenicia, commercial and industrial 
intercourse and conventional forms. 

2. The Ancient Classical Systems. 

(a. ) Greece with its two typical systems — the Spar- 
tan and Athenian. 

(5) In the Greek theory of education, (1) ethical 
instruction was exalted ; (2) great streps was 
laid on music and gymnasticp; and (3) the 
purpose held "to mate a beautiful soul in a 
beautiful body." Only free men were edu- 
cated. 

(c) The great leaders, whose lives may be studied 
profitablv by teachers, include Pythagoras, 
Polon, Zeno, Epicurus, Plato, Socrates and 
Aristotle. In the philosophies of the last 
three, especially, may be found numerous 
principles incorporated into the modern sei- 
ence of education. 
(d)» Rome, practical, administrative, secular. 

(1.) Ideas of education, emphasized (a.) the 
influence of material instruction and train- 
ing ; (b) the value of natural study ; (c) the 
useful. 

(2.) The great Roman educators or writers 
upon education, include Cicero, Seneca and 
Quintilian. 

3. Education among Christian nations. (1) Work 

in the early centuries of the Christian Era, 
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What was done for education. (2) Alcuin, 
co-worker with Charlemagne, the connecting 
link as teacher and scholar between classical 
and modern systems. (3) Chivalry, with its 
conventional culture, elevation of women, 
respect for the family, progressive, indus- 
trial, individual. (4) Scholasticism, abstract, 
speculative, impractical. Note the course 
of study with the authoritative methods, 
texture and harsh discipline. (5) Humanists, 
having more comprehensive ideas of the 
sphere of education, and penetrated with the 
Christain spirit, scholarly, humane, moral 
teachers, and a classical curriculum. Among 
the leaders of the humanists may be men- 
tioned Agricola, Renchlin and Erasmus. 
(6) The universities, together with their 
growth out of pre-existing schools, their re- 
lation to church and state, the philosophical 
and theological curricula, the special civil 
privileores of students, and their general 
moral depravity. 

(b) The humanism of John Sturm and his time; pre- 
senting a classical course, systematically ar- 
ranged, ^ith science required and the ver- 
nacular neglected. 

4. The reaction against classical education, exempli- 
fied in the life and writings of: ' 

(a) Montaigne, the theorist advocating a full 

rounded education, mild discipline, rational 
methods and the culture of the understand- 
ing. 

(b) Bacon, the philosopher, insisting upon inde- 

pendent investigation, and* the large use of 
the inductive method, and giving new aims 
to philosophic thought. 

(c) Milton, the scholarly dissenter, rich in pedago- 

gic knowledge, who saw the need for a study 
of things even more than languages, and 
would have education fit for practical life. 

(d) Balich, the famous teacher of the Aubalt- 

Koethen school, advocate of natural methods, 
vernacular lessons and attractive manage- 
ment. 

(e) Comenius, teacher and pedagogical writer, gave 

a marked impulse to nature study, the move- 
ment for universal education, and a rational 
conception of its nature; arranged a graded 
course of study with its corresponding 
schools, (the natural, the vernacular and 
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3. Exposition of a general notion. 

4. Argumentation by the application of a general 
notion ''to concrete reality and life." 

II. Mode of Procedure. 

1. First year's work. 

(a.) This work should all be incidental, and 
should be done in connection with (1) reading, (2) 
object lessons, (3) geography, (4) form and number. 
(J) It consists in (l) stimulating the child to think, (2) 
in the correction of the child^s language while his 
mindjis engrossed with the objeet of thought mainly 
oral. 

2. Second year's work. 
(a. ) Main line of work, 

(I) Description of particular object present. The 
work should consist in: (a) Thinking the attributes of 
objects (J) Selection of attributes in light of pur- 
pose, (c) Arrangements of attributes with reason. 
{d) Setting forth the attributes in both oral and writ- 
ten discourse.^ 

(b) Incidental line of work. 

(1) Dictation work. 

(2) Reproduction of short stories read by teacher, 
adapted to second year pupils. 

(3) Imagining the environment of isolated con- 
structed sentences. Strict correction of the child's 
language must be held through all this work. (Show 
clearly to the Institute. how the above work is in har- 
mony with the subject matter, and purpose of lan- 
guage, and the principle, ''the child best masters the 
language hy dealing with it with his mind engrossed 
with object thought.'') 

11:50. Roll CALL. 

12:00— Noon. 



THURSDAY. 

p. M. 

1:80 School law. 

I. Constitutional provisions relating to our Free School 

System. 

II. Taxation. 

1. The State Tax. 

2. The Local Levies. 

3. For Teacher's Fund. 
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4:, For Building. 
5. The Irreducible School Fund, 
in. Duties of School Officers. 

1. The State Superintendent of Free Schools. 

2. The County Superintendent of Free Schools. 

3. Boards of Education. 

(a) President and School Coonmissioners. 
(5) Secretary of the Board of Education. 

4. Of Trustees. 

5. Of Teachers 
IV. Teacher's Certificates. 

1. State Certificates. 

(a) How issued. 

2. County Certificates. 

(b) How iisued. 

2:10. Recent Historical Movements, (Current His- 

tory. ) 

Trace out the general and special effects of each of 
the following on the destiny of the race, believing 
that destiny to be a condition in which "man will be 
above the vicissitudes and temptations of humanity," 
and a condition in which the brotherhood of man will 
be universally recognized and practiced : 

1. Government control of railroads. 

2. European occupation of Africa. 

3. Societies for the prevention of cruelty to an- 
imals. 

4. Anti-poverty Societies. • 

5. Prison Reform Congresses. 

6. The "Single Tax" idea. 

7. Nationalism. 

8. Proposed taxation of incomes. 

9. The war in Cuba. 

10. Views of Anarchists, Communists and So- 
cialists. 

11. Postal Telegraphy. 

12. Attempts to make English the exclusive lan- 
guage taught in our public schools. 

13. The Pan-American Congress. 

14. The Federal Government and the Monroe Doc- 
trine. 

15. Condition of affairs in Armenia. 

16. Venezuelan boundary question. 

In discussing the foregoing and other topics show 
the tendency of the race to reach a higher plane of 
civilization, and that these different events are only 
the external manifestations of what is taking place 
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within the human spirit in its efforts to be wholly freOt 
''Every reform was once a private opinion." 

2:50. RECEts. 

8.00. Arithmetic. 

I. Iha Process Involved in Square Root. 

1. Illustrate concretely. 

2. What devices would you use? 

3. Show how these devices help fix the underlying 
principle. 

4. How shall you know that the symbols have not 
detracted from what you would symbolize? Illustrate. 

5 Whatprevious arithmetical principles are involved? 

3:30, General Discussion. (Any one or more of the fol-» 

lowing topics:) 
Patriotism . 

The Teacher out of School. 
Literature in the Reading Class. 
The Teachers' Reading Circle. 
How Current Events may be used in School. 
Recent History. 
Changes in Geography. 
A Compulsory School Law. 
Professional Ethics. 

4 :30. Adjournment. 

Thursday Evening — 8 o'clock. 

Such exercises as have been arranged and properly 
announced. 

FRIDAY. 

A. M. 

8:45. Opening Exercises. 

9:00 Music* 

1. To what extent can it be taught in our public 
schools? 

2. How much time should be devoted to teaching it? 

3. In case the teacher cannot sing what shall be done? 

4. What is its educational value? 



♦Let the question be iuWy presented by the instructor and freely discuBsed 
by the members of the institute. 
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9:30. Psychology. 

I. Sense-perception and Representation. 

1. Name the different senses, and show what 

knowledge of objects is acquired by the ex- 
ercise of each. 

2. Relation of sense perception to the higher ac- 

tivities of the mind. IShow the necessity for 
a systematic training of each of the senses. 

3. How the school may cultivate each of the five 

senses, pflrticularly sight, hearing and feel- 
ing. 

4. The child's knowledge, when he enters the 

school, is mainly sense-knowledge — knowl- 
edge of individual objects and things. As 
all knowing is the translation of the un- 
known into the known, the early years of 
the child's school life must be given mainly 
to the study of individual, concrete objects. 
Whatever knowledge it is sought to have 
the child acquire must be addressed to him 
in terms of individual things. 

5. The two generic forms of representation are 

memory and imagination. 

6. Define the memory, and discuss the conditions 

and laws of perfect memory. 

7. Imagination distinguished from the phantasy 

and the fancy. 

8. Subjects in the common school course fitted to 

cultivate the ethical and aesthetic imagina- 
. tion. 

9. Consider reading, literature, drawing, music, 

geography and history, in relation to this 
end. 

10:15 Reading — First Steps, 

1. Test the pupil's vocabulary, use of familiar words, 
pronunciation at sight, natural tones, distinct articula- 
tion, concert reading, bringing out thought, reproduction 
of thought in pupils own language, reading poetry, assign- 
ing lesson j preparation of Jesson. 

2. Faults to be corrected: Unnatural tones, indistinct 
articulation, over-distinct articulation, reading too fast, 
reading too slowly, reading too loud, reading too low, 
drawlinsr, repeating. 

3. Intermediate grade reading: Preparation of the 
lesson should enable pupil to gain writer's thought, to 
give writer's thought. The preparation of the lesson 
should also embrace the pronunciation of all words, 
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spelling, meaning of all new words, and their use in 
original sentences. 

4. Upper grade reading:: Preparation of lesson should 
embrace the understanding of all figures used, the study 
of all references, historical, etc., and the study of the 
author. 

5. Supplementary reading: Value of the same. 

11:00. The New Text-Book Law. 

I. General Provisions. 

II. Duties of All Concerned. 

1. Of State Superintendent of Free Schools. 

2. Of County Superintendent of Free Schools. 

3. Of Boards of Education. 

4. Of President of Board of Education. 

6. Of the Secretary of the Board of Education* 

6. Of Depositaries. 

7. Of the Sheriff'. 

8. Of Publishers. 

9. Of Teachers. 

12:00 Noon. 

1:30. Instructor's Hour, in which he will introduce such 
exercises as he may deem for the best interests of the 
institute. 

2:30. Miscellany. 

Organization of Reading Circles. 
Reports of Committees. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
Adjournment. 

The Work of Two Years. 

The following tables marked "C" and "D," exhibit the work of 
the institutes for the past two years, as to counties, place, date and 
names of instructors with number of teachers enrolled in each: 
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TABLE C. 

rCouNTY Institutes. 

A List of the Times, Places and Names of Instructors of Insti- 
tutes in West Virginia^ for the Year 1895, with iLrirollment 
in same, * 



COUNTIES 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

B one 

Braxton.... 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Doddridge.. 

Fa>ette 

GUmer 

Grant 

Grpenbrfer.. 
Hampshire. 
Hanoock. . . . 

Hdrdy. 

Harrison .... 

Ja<^k8on 

Jtffferson... , 
Kanawha... 



Lewis 

Lincoln.. 

Lo)2r>in 

Marion 

Marshall: 

Mason .._ 

Meroer 

Mineral. 

Minzo 

Monongalia . 

Monroe 

Morffan 

McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton. ... 
Pleasants..... 
Pocahontas . 

Preston 

Putnam 

Kalelgb 

Randolph..... 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker.. 

Tvler. 

Upshur.. 

Wayne 



PLACE. 



Phllippi..... 

Martiniburg 

Madison. 

Sutton. 

VVeJlsbarg 

Huntiugton. 

Arnolusburg 

ClayC. H 

West Union 

A.nsled 

(ilenville 

Maysviile 

Lewisbuig 

Komo'y 

New Cumberland.. 

M lorefleld 

Shinnston 

Ripl'y. 

Charles Town 

Charleston 



We«ton 

Kamlin 

Logan. 

Fairmont 

MoundsvlJle 

Hartford City 

voncord Church... 

KeysT 

NoUn 

Morgantown 

Union. 

Befkpl*»y Springs.. 

Welch. 

Summersville. 

West Liberty 

Franklin 

St. Mary*B 

Malinton 



TIME. 



Webster -Addison 



Wetzel 

Wirt. 

Wood 

Wyoming.. 

ToUl .. 



Terra Alta July 



Wlnfleld. 

Mar>«he8 

Elkins 

Harrisville 

Spencer. 

Hinton 

Grafton. 

Parsons 

Middlebourne. 
Buokhannon .. 
Wa>ne 



New Martinsville.. 

Elizabeth 

Parkersburg 

Oceana 



August 

July 

July 

August 

July 

August 

JuJy 

July 

Sept. 

July 

Ju.y 

August 

July 

August 

July 

August 

lulv 

July 

July 

Juue 

August 

July 

July 

June 

August' 

July 

August 

July 

July 

August 

August 

August 

August 

August 

July 

Sept. 

July 

August 



August 

August 

July 

August 

July 

August 

July 

August 

August 

August 

July 

August 

July 

August 

August 

August 



26 
15 
22 
1^ 

8 
12 
22 

8 

2 
22 
22 
Itf 
29 
19 
22 
26 

8 
15 

8 
2i 

26 

8 

8 
17 

5 

29 
12 
15 
15 

5 
19 
26 
12 
12 
15 

9 

15 

12 

.22 

5 
12 

8 
19 
15 
12 
15 

5 
19 
19 
15 
19 
22 
19 
12 
19 



a 

a 

^^ 

s 



INSTRUCTORS. 



231 

82 

88 

152 

143 

74 

134 

154 

288 

87 

80 

61 

837 

210 

147 

97 

212 

205 

174 

uri 

105 
154 
149 
168 
101 
171 
117 
296 
67 



Thos.C. Miller, Joseph Rosier. 

A. L Wade. 

R A. Riges. 

W. O. Mills, T L. Davies. 

F. H. Crago. 

Q. A. Proffltt. R. W. Doulhat. 

J. A . Cox, H. C. Lockney . 

H. C Lockney. 

F. P Harris. S. H Bowman. 

rhos. E. Hodsres, G. A. Profflt. 

H. A. Durnall. 

I . Walter Barnes. 

rhoi. E. Hodj?es, Tom G. Gwinn. 

A. C. Kimler, J. A. Cox. 

P. H. Crago. 

A. C. Kimler. 

S. B. Brown, F. P. Harris. 

C. P. (oats. W. A. RosflTerry. 

A. C. Kimler. 

( Dr. J. A. Quarles. J. M. Davis, W. M. 

} Strauss, Geo. S. Laidley. 

W. O Mills, F. P Harris. 

Geo. S Laidley, R. W. Douthat. 

R. A. Riggs. 

Thos.C. Miller, J. W. Barnes, F. P. Harris. 

F. H. Crago, F. P Harris, W. S. Powell. 
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Geo S Laidley, Dr. J. A. Quarles. 

A. C. Kimler. 

R. A. Riggs. 

J. Walter Barnes, Tbos. C Miller. 

•las. M. Lee, Jas. T. Rucker. 

W. M. Foulk. 

G. A. Proffltt. 

M. D. Helm ck." 

W. 8. Powell, F. B. Trotter. 

A. C. Kumler. 

J. N. Deahl, Clyde B Johnson. 

Jas. T. Rucker. 

F. P. Harris, Rufus Holden. 

R. W. Douthat, T. a. Null. 

Tom G. Gwinn. 

H.A Darnall,C. W. Plesher. 

W. M. Foulk, F. P. Harris. 

^. D. Helmick, Joseph Rosier. 

Jas. M. Lee. 

F. P. Harris,' J. S. Corn well. 
J. Walter Barnes. 

W. S. Powell, Clyde B. Johnson. 

Tbos. E. Hodges. 

Geo S. Laidley, T. L . Davies . 

\I. D. Helmick. 

J.N. Deahl, A. L. Wade.- 

J. N. Deahl. 

R. W. Douthat. F. P. Harris. 

G. A. Proffltt. 
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TABLE D. 

County Institutes. 

A List of the Timea^ Places and Names of Instructors of Insti- 
tutes tn West Virginia^ for the Year 1896, and Enrollment 
in same* 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour.,.. 
Berke.ey... 
Boone „ ..... 
Braxtou .... 

Bro'-'k« 

Oabeil 

Calhouu.... 

1 lay 

Doadridge 
Kayett-j . ... 

Gilmer 

Graut 

Greenbrier 
Hampsbire 
Hinoock. .. 

Hardy. 

UMrrison ... 

jHckson 

Jefferson ... 

Kanawha... 



PLA.UE. 



Lewis 

Linooin 

Logan 

Marlon 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Mingo 

Monongalia.. 

Monroe. _ 

Morgan _ 

McDowell . ... 

Nicholas 

Ohio _ 

Pendleton „... 

Pleasanis 

Pocahontas.. 

Preston 

Putnam > 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane. 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

i;yler 

Upshur 

Waj ne._ 

Webster 

Wetzel 

.Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 



TIME. 



Phill ppi _ August 24 

Martiusburg July 27 

Madison July 6 

Sutton July 20 

Wellsburg July 20 

Milton July 6 

Grantsyille _ July 27 

Clay C H_ July 13 

West Union. June 2i 

Payetteville \ueusrt 17 

Glenville -July 13 

MaysvlUe August 10 

Lewisburg July 27 

Romney August W 

Nevv Cumberland... August 24 

Wardeusville August 24 

Clarksburg....; June 22 

Riple* July 6 

Charles Town_ July 13 

j Cbarleston June 82 

( St. Albans July 6 

Weston August 10 

Hamlin July 13 

Logan July 13 

Fairmont June 15 

Vloundsville August 3 

Hartford City July 13 

Cone id Church... July 6 

Keyser Inly 20 

Williamson July 20 

Morgantown August 3 

Union July 13 

Berkeley Springs... August 17 

Welch July 13 

Summersville July 20 

Triadeiph.a.. June 22 

Franklin __ August 31 

St. Mary's Sept. 7 

Marlinloo August 10 

Terra Alta August 10 

Wiufleid July 6 

Beckleyville August 3 

Elkins August 17 

Harrisville July « 

Spencer July 13 

Hioton August 3 

Klemington July 27 

Parsons August 17 

Middlebourne August 17 

Buckbannon... August 17 

Fort Gay July 13 

Addison July 27 

Hundred August 3 

Elizabeth July -27 

Parkersburg jJune \h 

Oceana iJuly 20 



a 

2 

p 



INSTRUCTORS. 



Total 8945 



154 
151 
137 
114 

87 
203 
107 

9) 
203 
216 
137 

72 
240 
128 

48 

7« 
278 
296 
117 

507 

218 

121 

93 

265 

230 

240 

234 

87 

87 

129 

161 

86 

122 

182 

261 

106 

74 

85 

251 

18i 

165 

135 

188 

22-1 

173 

112 

117 

137 

198 

215 

85 

12K 

128 

281 

85 



J. Russell Trotter, H. A. Darnall. 
rhumas E. Uodzes, W. M. Foulk. 
R. A. Riggs, Joseph Rosier. 
R. A. Armstroug, H. A. Darnal). 
W. H. Anderson. 
R. W. Douthat, P. P. Harris. 
W. J. Holden. 
Frank L. Burdette. 
W. O. .Mills, C. W. Flesher. 
F. P. Hirris. Jas T. Rucker. 
George S. Laidley. 
R. W. Douthat. 
V C. Kimler, Jas. T. Rucker. 
J. S. (Joruwell, A. L. Wade. 
J. N. Deahl, Walter Mitchell 
George S. Laidley, S. H. Bowman. 
J. Walter Barnes, Thos. C. Miiier. 
W. O. Mills, F. H. Cra^o. 
Thomas E. Hodges. 
Jas. M. Lee, W. M. Foulk. 
Jas M. Lee, Frank L. Burdette. 
Tqos. C. Miller, W. J Hoiden. 
W. M. Foulk, John N. Simpson. 
R. A. Riggs, Joseph Rosier. 
J. W. Bowlas. J W. Barnes, 0. W. Evftos. 
Drs. N. C. Sehaeffer, R, W. Douthat. 

F. H. Crago, W. O. Mills. 
A. C. Kimier, W. S. PoArell. 
Thomas K. Hodges, Rufus Holden. 
R. A. Riggs. 
J. N. Deahl. F. H Crago. 
A. C. Kimler, F. P. Harris. 
A. L Wade. C F. Biihn. 

G. A. Promt, W.S. Powell 
las. T. Rucker, A. C Kimler. 
R. W. Douthat, Tom G. Gwinn. 
Georue S. L<^i<i'<^y> H. H. Johnson* 
W. S. Powell, Walter Mitchell. 
George S. Laidley, Jas. T. Rucker. 
A . L Wade, J Russel Trott-r. 
W. M. Foulk, John N. Simpson. 
C. A. Fulwider. Tom G. Gwmn. 
George S. Laidley, S. H. t>i>wman. 
VI. D. Helmick, T. L. Davies. 
W. J. Holden, C. W. Fiesher. 
John D Sweeney, A. C. Kimler. 
J. N. Deahl, C. W. Evans. 
J. S. rornwell, R W. Douthat. 
J. N. DtJahl, S. M. Hoff. 
H. A Uarnall. Thos. C. Miller. 
Jas. M. Lee, R. W. Douthat. 
R. A. Armstrong, F. B. Trotter. 
W. H. Andereion, P. P. Harris. 
F. P. Harris, T. L. Davies. 
Thos. C. Miller, W. M. Foulk. 
Q. A. Profflt. 
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TEACHERS' COURSE OP PROFESSIONAL STUDY. 

Section 30 of the School Law of the State as amended in 1891 
makes the following provision in regard to a Teachers' Course of 
Professional Stu ly : 

^^It shall he the duty of the State Superintendent to prescribe a 
graded course of professional study covering a period of two years^ 
which shall embrace history of education^ school management^ methods 
of teaching and educational psychology. ^^ 

In compliance with this provision of the law, my predecessor, in 
1891, arranged the Course of Professional Study for that and the 
succeeding year. That the course of study miffht be as nearly uni- 
form as possible, I deemed it best to make but little change, and 
for the years 1895 and 1896, the same course is to be pursued as in 
the preceeding two years with the addition of Laurie's "Life and 
Educational Works of Comenius" in the first year, and Brook's 
"Normal Methods of Teaching" in the second year. 

CouESE OF Study For 1895. 

History of Education, 

Quick's Educational Reformers. 
Education in the United States — Boone. 

Methods 

Elements of Pedasrog'y — E. E. White. 
Normal Methods of Teaching — Brook. 

Course of Study For 1896, 

School Management, 

Art of School Management — Baldwin. 

Elements of Psychology— Compayre. 

Life and Educational Works of Comenius— Laurie. 

The design of the Course of Professional Study is to be auxiliary 
to th*e institute work, and if it is faithfully pursued and completed 
by the teachers of the State it cannot fail to accomplish much tow- 
ard increasing the efficiency of the public schools. 

''Elements of Psychology" is published by Lee & Shepherd, Bos- 
ton, Mass., and will be furnished to teachers at $1.00 postage paid. 

''Quick's Educational Reformers," "Education in the United 
States," and the "Art of School Management" are published by D. 
Appleton & Co., New York. Special price of each book by mail is 
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$1.20, postage prepaid, or in quantities upon orders of school of- 
ficers at a discount of one-third from list price ($1.50) and express 
charges for delivery. 

''Elements of Pedagogy" is published by the American Book 
Company, Cincinnati, Ohio, and will be furnished to teachers at 
91.00 post paid. In quantities for introduction, less 10 per cent., 
freight paid. Cash with order, 12 or more copies by express to 
one address 80 cents net per copy. 

''The Life and Educational Works of Comenius," by S. S. 
Laurie, (A. M , F. R. S. E.) is published by C. W. Bardeen, Syra- 
cuse, New York, and is mailed upon receipt of $1.00. 

"Normal Methods of Teaching'Lis published by the Penn Pub- 
lishing Company, 1020 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa; Price 
$1.50. 

WEST VIBQINIA TEACHERS' BEADINQ CISCLE. 

It is a s'>urce of much gratification to all interested in the intel- 
lectual development and mental growth of our people to know that 
the teachers of the State, upon whom so much depends, have organ 
ized the West Virginia Teachers' Reading Circle. This promises 
to become one of the greatest agents for the mutual improvement 
of those for whom it is designed. As the teachers are, so are the 
Fchools ; and as the schools are, so will be the home life, the citi- 
zenyhip and the civilization of our people. This makes every 
movement on the part of the teaching force of the State, one of 
great importance. 

The suhject of a West Virginia Teachers' Reading Circle was 
discussed at the annual meeting of the West Virginia Educational 
Association at Shepherdstown in July, 1895, and a committee, 
two of whom were Prof. Franklin P. Harris and Miss Irene T. 
Myers, to prepare a plan of work and report at the next annual 
meeting of the Association, to be held at Charleston, June 30. and 
July 1, 2 and 3, 1896. At this meeting all of the members of the 
committee were not present and the President filled vacancies in 
the same by appointment. 

The Report of the Committee. 

^ye8t Virginia Teacher^ Reading Circle, 

We, your Committee, beg to submit the following Plan of Or- 

Sfanization and Course of Reading for the West Virginia Teachers' 
leading Circle : 

This Circle shall be, and is hereby constituted a Department of 
the West Virginia Educational Association, and its annual meet- 
ings shall be held the day prior to the regular opening of the said 
Educational Association. We recommend that the officers of said 
Reading Circle shall consist of a prej^ident, corresponding secre- 
tary, recording secretary and treasurer to be electea by this Asso- 
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ciation, and annually hereafter by the said Circle in the manner 
prescribed by the constitution that may be adopted for the govern- 
ment of the Circle, and a vice president from each county of the 
State, who shall be the president of the county organization. We 
further recommend that there be a county organization in each 
county of the State, subservient to the State organization, and a 
district organization based on the county organization. 

We recommend that the course of reading cover a period of 
three years, and that the following books be adopted for the first 
year : 

Gordy's Psychology; Rowland's Practical Hints for Teachers; A 
Manual of Pedagogics, by Daniel Putnam ; and Brander Matthews' 
Introduction to the Study of American l^iterature, and that Edu- 
cational Foundation be the periodical of the Circle for the first year. 

We further recommend that the course of reading for the suc- 
ceeding two years of the Course be recommended by the Circle at 
its first annual meeting. 

For the government of the Circle, we recommend the following 
constitution : 

Article 1. This organization shall be known as the West Virginia 
Teachers' Reading Circle, and shall have for its object the literary 
culture of the teaching profession of the State, by a systematic read- 
ir g, careful study, and general discussion of the books prescribed in 
the course. These discussions shall begin in the district organiza- 
tions and shall be carried through the county organization to the 
State organization. 

Article 2. The oflScers of this Circle shall consist of a president, 
corresponding secretary, recording secretary, and treasurer, to be 
elected annually at the annual meeting of the State organization. 
The president of each county organization shall be a vice presiclent 
of the State organization. The officers of the county organizations 
shall be the same a» those of the State organization, to be elected 
by the teachers of the county Circle at their annual meeting, to be 
held during the week of the county institute. The presidents 'of 
the district organizations shall be vice presidents of the county 
organizations. 

Each district shall elect annually the same ofllcers as the county 
organization at their annual meeting during the institute held in 
their county. 

Articles. There shall be held one meeting of the State organi- 
zation annually on the day preceding the regular meeting of the 
West Virginia State Educational Association. There shall be at 
least two meetings of the county organization, one to be held dur- 
ing the institute week, and the other during the holiday week, or 
at such other time as the said county organization may determine. 
In the districts tliere shall be held monthly meetings, on the last 
Saturday in each month, beginning with September and closing 
with April. 

Article 4. There shall be no fees connected with the membership 
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of these organizations, except such voluntry contributions as may 
be necessary to defray incidental expenses. 

Article 5. The books of the course shall be bought at the lowest 
club rates, and through the corresponding secretary of the county 
organization, or in such other manner as each district organization 
may elect. 

Article 6. Each district organization shall report to the county 
organization at each regular meeting the nature of the work done 
in the district; and each county organization to the State organiza- 
tion at its annual meeting. 

Article 7. Each county and district organization shall adopt such 
by-laws as may be necessary for the government of their reispoct- 
ive organizations, consistent with this State constitution. 

Articles. This constitution may be amended at any time by a 
majority vote of the State Circle. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. P. Harris, Chairman. 
Mary C. Flanagan, "j 
J. Walter Barnes, > Committee. 
R. A. RiGGS, J 

A Plan of Work for County and District Reading Cirolfs* 

The report of the committee on organization and plan of work 
was adopted, and in compliance with it a ''Plan of Work and Or- 
ganization'' has been submitted and will be that, doubtless, upon 
which the work of the future will be based. 

If the teachers of the State will take hold of this matter and push 
it, it can be made a great means of professional improvement to 
them, and of lasting good to the schools generally. It will tend to 
bring our teachers closer together in a professional wa\r, and en- 
able them to stand as a solid phalanx in thier battle against ignor 
ance and vice. 

According to promise, we submit the following model Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws for the district organizations: 

Constitution. 

Article 1. This organization shall be known as the -= Dis- 
trict Teacher^s Reading Circle, of county, West Virginia, 

and shall have for its object the literary culture of the teaching 
profession of the district directly, and of the county and State 
generally. This shall be done by a systematic reading, careful 
study, and general discussion of the books prescribed in the course. 

Article 2. The officers of this Circle shall consist , of a president, 
a vice-president, a corresponding secretary, a recording secretary, 
and a treasurer, to be elected annually at the annual meeting held 
the week of the county teachers' institute. 

Article 3. There shall be held monthly meetings of this Circle, 
on the last Saturday in each month from September to April, in* 



OF Free Schools 103 

oluBivp, at such places in the district as may be designated by a 
majority vote of the niembers thereof present. 

Article 4. There shall be no fees connected with the member- 
ship of this organization, except such as may be voted by the Cir- 
cle from time to time to defray incidental expenses. 

Articles. This Circle shall report to the county organization at 
its annual meeting held the week of the county institute, and shall 
appoint at least one delegate to represent it in the annual meeting 
of the State Circle. 

Article 6. This Circle may adopt such by-laws as may be neces- 
sary to define the duties of the various oflScers of the organization, 
and to govern the conduct of the meoibers of the Circle. 

Article 7. The books of this Circle shall be bought by each 
teacher, through the corresponding secretary, or in such other man- 
ner as the members of the Circle may elect. 



By-Laws, 

Article 1. The president of this Circle shall preside at all regu- 
lar meetings, and shall have the power to settle all points of order 
that may arise in the conduct of the meetings. 

Article 2. In the absence r.f the president the vice-president shall 
praside and shaP perform all the duties of the president. 

Article 3. It shall be the duty of the recording secretary to keep 
the minutes of all regular meetings, to keep a roll of the members 
of the Circle, and to note the presence and absence of each member, 
' and the especial work assigned each member by the Circle. 

Article 4. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary to 
note the interest manifested in the meetings of the Circle, and to 
report the same to the president of the county organization when- 
ever called upon to do so. It shall also be his duty to prepare any 
reports of the meetings for publication that the Circle may direct. 
It shall also be his duty to order all books for the members of the 
Circle if they so elect. 

Article 5. The treasurer of the Circle shall have charge of all the 
funds of the organization, and shall pay them out only on an order 
signed by the president and recording secretary. 

Article 6. It shall be the right of each member of this Circle to 
perform all the duties imposed upon him by the Circle, and to take 
a part in all the general discussions. 

^Article 7. Any person may become a member of this Circle by 
subscribing to this Constitution and By Laws. 

The Books of the Course* 

By reference to the Constitution adopted for the State Circle 
you will see what books are to be studied this year. 

They can be obtained as follov\s: Rowland's ''Practical Hints 
for Teachers," D. Appleton & Co., New York, 72 Fifth Avenue. 
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Price, if ordered singly, by maH, postpaid. 80 cents; if ordered in 
lots of one dozen or more, 70 cent**, express charges prepaid. 

Brander l^latthew's "Introduction to the Sludy of American 
Literature," American Book Company, Cincinnati Ohio. Price, 
ten ©r more copies to one address, expre-s prepaid, 90 cents per 
copy. Two dozen copies to any one address, express paid by per- 
sons receiving the books, 80 cents per copy. 

Putnam's **A Manual of Pedagogics," Silver, Burdeit & Co., 
Boston, Mass. Price to members of the Circle, 90 cents, express 
prepaid, if ordered in lots of one dozen or more. If a single copy 
IS ordered, 10 cents should be added for postage. 

Gordy's ''Lessons in Psychology," Ohio Publishing Company, 
Athens, Ohio. Price to members of the Circle, 80 cents, net, (pur- 
chaser to pay carriage), if ordered in lots of ten or more. Ifor- 
dered in lots fewer than ten, 90 cents prepaid. To get the books 
at these prices they must be ordered directly from the publishers. 

A COMPULSORY EDUCATION LAW. 

Education is a subject on which philosophers and wise men have 
thought and written more than upon any other theme, and from 
this class of men, 

Universal Education, 

Has received the greatest share of attention. But this has been 
true for a comparatively short time. The result of this thinking 
has been to reach the conclusion that the State is bound to secure 
to itself an educated, intelligent citizenship, and that to do this, it 
h'is the right to take A's money, by taxation, to educate B's chil- 
dren, then it has an equal right to compel B's children to attend 
school and thus receive that which is made free to them by the ex- 
penditure of A's money, and in this way only can the State or 
Commonwealth secure to itself that better citizenship for which it 
strives. Learned men everywhere assert that this much desired 
end can only be accomplished by a system of 

Compulsory Education. 

Thus this subject has become of the greatest interest to educa- 
tors and legislators. It is receiving: more or less attention among 
them throughout all of the civilized world. England, Germany, 
Prussia, Saxonv, Switzerland and other European nations, under tne 
lead of their educators, have adopted some system of Compulsory 
Education, and those most interested in education in our own 
country have not been behind those of the countries of Europe in 
agitating the question of Compulsory Education. They have suc- 
ceeded in securing the adoption of such a system in a number of 
our own States, amon^ them beinsr Massachusetts, New York, Con- 
neotiout, Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Jersey, Kansas, Colorado, 
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Idaho, Utah, the District of Columbia, and New Mexico Territory. 
Thus it is seen, that a number of the leading States of the Ameri- 
can Union have found it wise to adopt a system of Compulsory 
Education, ll is a system that requires much thought and inge- 
nuity to get it so perfected that itwill\^ork smoothly. Much 
time has been spent in planning the system. Foreign nations have 
spent much thought in this line and our own States individually, 
and our own Nation collectively, have expended much of the re- 
quired thought and ingenuity in working out a system or systems. 
These systems are by no means perfect as yet, but when they are 
put into practice the proper corrections can be made as the faults 
are discovered. 

Is Compulsory Education Necessary In The United States? 

Is it necessary to educate the masses in our country? What 
must be the answer of every law-maker, educator, philanthropist, 
intelligent citizen? In answer to this question, we need only to re- 
member that our country is ruled by the masses, and by public 
opinion must be educated to be good. The people are the govern- 
ors of our land. It is evident that the law-makers should be ed- 
ucated. We would not think of appointing one who could not 
read and write to make or execute our laws, and. wo must all be 
law-makers in many senses. The Federal Constitution — God given 
for the securing of our liberties— is under the keeping of the in- 
habitants of this country. They protect it not for themselves only, 
but for their posterity. Since our land and Constitution are under 
the care of the citizens, universal education is the logical means of 
perpetuating our cherished institutions and of elevating our nation 
to the highest plane of intellectual life and national greatness. 



What of Compulsory Education in West Virginia? 

West Virginia is a part of the nation — one of the sisterhood of 
States — and national greatness depends upon the greatness of the 
States. It is the duty of each and every State— West Virginia, 
one and all — and its highest interest to provide and maintain, 
within the reach of every child, the means of such an education as 
will qualify him to discharge the duties of a citizen of the Repub- 
lic; and will enable him, by subsequent exertion, in the free exer- 
cise of the unconquerable will, to att vin the highest eminence in 
knowledge and in power which God may place within his reach. 
West Virginia, when she established a Free School system, entered 
into an implied contract with every child born upon her soil, or 
who might find a home on it, to place within its reach the best 
possible school, and the conditions of this contract should be fully 
met, for our people miast be educated. In their education there is 
more hope for the future prosperity of the State and nation than 
there is m wealth and in battle ships. 
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What of the Conditions in West Virginia? 

The West Virginia Educational Association at its session held in 
Charleston, June 30 and July 1, 2 and 3, 1896, unanimously passed 
the following resolution on this subject : 

"That it is the opinion of this Association that the best interests 
of the State demand a compulsory school law." 

And the West Virginia (Colored) Teachers' Association at its 
session held at the same place, November 26 and 27, 1896, 
voiced the feeling of the colored edacators of the State in the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Whereas, Ignorence and idleness lead to crime, and intelligence 
to industry and good citizenship ; 

"Whereas, Since only one out of three pupils in West Virginia, 
attends school daily, one-third of her future citizens grow up in 
ignorance and one-third of the $2,367,000 spent annually for edu- 
cation in the State is a direct loss ; 

Whereas, Thirty or more States have been confronted with and 
have successfully met like conditions by compulsory education 
only, therefore 

Resolved^ That we the colored teachers of West Virginia in As- 
socia ion assembled, petition the representatives of our coming 
Legislature to recognize at once the importance, wisdom, and ne- 
cessity of passing a compulsory school law. In so doing prison 
and pauper expenses will be lessened and our school efficiency will 
doubly increased." 

This same sentiment was voiced in quite a large majority of the 
county institutes of the State, by the resolutions of the teachers, a 
few of which that have been sent to this Department are given 
here : 

Cahell county, — ''That we request the next Legislature to enact a 
law providing for compulsory attendance on the public schools." 

Jackson county. — "Tnat we favor the enactment of a compulsory 
school law in this State." 

Mason county, — "That tte Legislature be requested to pass an 
act to enforce attendance upon the schools of this State." 

Mingo county,— ^^Tlh^it the Legislature provide for compulsory 
attendance." 

Morgan county, — "That compulsory education and free text- 
books are necessary to the success of our schools " 

SummerH county. — ^That we earnestly desire the next Legislature to 
pas's a law compelling all parents and guardians to send their child- 
ren or wards, between the ages of eight and fourteen, to school for 
the entire term of the public school." 

Wetzel county. — That we favor a compulsory school law and the 
furnishing of text- books by the State." 

Two years ago, a Compulsory Education Law, in a modified 
form, pisscvl the upper branch oi the State Legislature, and since 
that time the school men of the State have been asking these ques- 
tions : (i) Is a Compalsory Education Law necessary in West 
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Virginia ? (2) Are Compulsory Education Laws lawful and right ? 
(3) Are Compulsory Education Laws practical ? 

Let us examine these questions in the order named. First, Is a 
Compulsory Education Law necessary in West Virginia? The 
conditions which would render such a law necessary, would be 
first, a large sum of money expended for free public education ; 
and second a large number of the school population not availing 
themselves of the opportunities for education which the expendi- 
ture of a large sum of money supplies. What is the State ex- 
pending in its eflfort to secure a common school education to all its 
children? Last year — 1896 — the whole amount expended for edu 
cation by West Virginia, was $2,366,937.22. Did the State receive 
full returns for this expenditure ? This is a question easily 
answered. If it secured the greatest good to the greatest number, 
it did ; if not, then the reason should be sought and whea found 
a remedy should be applied. 

Now let us see what the State did with the money expended. It 
supported the University, the Normal Schools, the Reform School, 
the Schools for the Deaf and Blind, and the High, Graded and Pri- 
mary Schools of the State. In these latter the entire school popu- 
lation should have been enrolled in order to secure the greatest 
good to the greatest number. But such was not the case, for by 
the enumeration it appears in 1896, the State had a school popula- 
tion of 296,517, of which number only 215,665 were enrolled in the 
schools of the State. From this it appears that there were 80,852 
children of school age not enrolled in the schools of the State ; 
and of the 215,665 enrolled, there was an average daily attendance 
of but 141,081, thus showing that of the number enrolled, there 
was an average daily absence of 74,584. 

What of the 80,852 children of school age who were not enrolled 
in the schools in 1896? Why were they absent throughout the 
whole year? Let us make further inquiry. Of the 296,517 chil- 
dren of school age in the State, 219,308 are between the ages of 6 
and 16 years, and 77,209 are between the ages of 16 and 21 years. 
Of these between 6 and 16 years of age, 185,588 are enrolled in 
school, and 33,720 are not enrolled. In other words, of the whole 
number enrolled in the State, between 6 and 16 years, 85% are en- 
rolled and 15^ are not enrolled. Of the whole number enumerated 
between 16 and 21 years, which is 77, ^09, there are 30,077 enrolled, 
and 47,132 not enrolled, or 39% enrolled and 61% not enrolled. 

Now what are the facts? No Compulsory Education Law yet 
enacted does in any way affect that part of the school population 
who are between 16 and 21 years of age, for the work in our pub- 
lic schools may be supposed to be nearly completed when the child 
has reached its sixteenth year. For this, and other reasons, Com- 
pulsory Education Laws wherever enacted, embrace periods of 
some number of years for compulsory attendance between 6 and 
16. Who then can be reached by such a law in West Virginia? 
The answer is easy. First, the 33,720 children who are be- 
tween the ages of 6 and 16 years who are enumerated but whose 
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names do not appear upon the registers of any school in the State. 
Should these be brought into the schools? Yes, say the school 
men, and further; they say that they should be brought in by a 
Compulsory Education Law. What other result would be ex- 
pected? We have seen that there are in the State an enrollment 
of 215,665 of which number there is a daily average absence of 
74,584. The school men who advocate a Compulsory Education 
Law say that this absenteeism would be largely prevented, that 
is, a regular attendance would be secured on the part of the absent- 
ees. Of the 74,584, the whole number of those who are daily ab- 
sent, 12,365 are between 16 and 21 years of age, and 62,219 are 
between 6 and 16 years of age. Now from all that has been said, 
it appears that the two objects to be attained in West Virginia, by 
a Compulsory Education Law, is, fii'st the bringing into the schools 
of the 33,720 children between the ages of 6 and 16 years who are 
enumerated but not enrolled; and second, the regular atttndance 
of the 62,219 children between the ages of 6 and 16 who are en- 
rolled in the schools but who are absent daily. 1 he claim of the 
school men of the State is that until these two objects are attained, 
the State, while expending large sums of money annually, is not 
receiving the greatest good to the greatest number and the best 
citizenship to itself by the investment. 

ABBOB DAY. 

The observance of Arbor Day in West Virginia should be au- 
thorized by law, as it is in nearly every other State and Territory 
of the Union. Arbor Day is educational in the best and largest 
sense. By engaging the pupils of the schools in the study of trees, 
not merely from books, but by actual observation and the hand 
ling of them in their living state, the observing faculties of the 
pupils are appealed to and cultivated, and their minds are easily 
led on from the study of trees to that of shrubs and flowering 
plants and all natural objects. There could be no better training 
than this. It forms one of the best^equipments for success in life 
in whatever employment one may be engaged, and is a never fail- 
ing source of enjoyment. No studies are more wholesome than 
those of natural objects. They are suggestive of only what is 
good. They cultivate the sense and love of the beautiful every- 
where. They ameliorate the nature within us and fit us to be as- 
sociates with one another, and to become worthy members of so- 
ciety wherever we may be. 

And so Arbor Day and its public observance, taken with the 
studies connected with it, has led on naturally to the formation of 
town and village improvement societies and various other associa- 
tions and orfi^anizations for the promotion, in one way and another, 
of the public welfare. The spirit of Arbor Day is benevolent. Its 
aim is the public good in some form, and it has a wide outlook. 
There is nothing narrow or feelfish about it. If it plants trees, it is 
not for the benefit of any individual alone, but for all who may t-ee 
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them and hare the benefit of them, whether soon or centuries 
hence. It plants for [those who are to come as well as for those 
now living. Arbor Day is the one festival or celebration which, 
instead of looking backward and glorifying the heroes and achieve- 
ments of the past or recounting the praises of present enterprises or 
actors, looks forward and seeks to make a better environment and 
a better inheritance for the coming generations. 

Arbor Day is no longer a novelty, confined here and there to 
isolated districts, and attracting attention in the minds of the few as 
a conspicuous evidence of an enlightened public sentiment in a few 
favored Jocalities. A good thing is always sure to make its way, 
and it can not be said that this particular good thing which claims 
our consideration to-day was slow in making its way into the heart 
of public school life throughout the length and breadth of our 
country. Scarcely heard of, barely thought of, a few years ago, it 
was possible to make the statement, at the American Forestry 
Congress, last December, that Arbor Day is now kept in nearly 
every State of the Union and in some of the Territories, and, in- 
deed, in one State, South Carolina, a whole week is now devoted 
annually to tree planting. Such rapid and widespread adoption 
of the custom is a suflScient indication of the merits of its claim to^ 
popular favor. 
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States and Territories Observing Arbor Day. 



States. 



Alabama .... 

Arizona 

Arkansas... 
California... 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho.. 



Illinois 



Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts .. 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi .... 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

NewHampshire 
New Jersey.. . 
New Mexico... 

New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota... 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania.... 
Ehode Island... 
South Carolina 
South Dakota... 



Tennessee 

Texas , 

Vermont . 
Virginia . . 



West Virginia.. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Washington... 



Year of 

first ob- 

servan :e. 



1887 
1890-9 t 

'"l886" 
1885 
1887 
1886 
1887 
1886 

1888 

1884 
1887 
1875 
1886 
1888 89 
J8P7 
1889 
1886 
188o 
1876 
1892 
1886 
1887 
1872 
1887 
1886 
1884 
1890 
1^89 
1893 
1884 
1882 



1889 
1887 
1887 
Uncertain 
1884 

J 875 
1890 
1885 
1892 

1883 
1889 
1888 
1892 



Time of Observance. 



22d of Februarv. 

First Friday after Ifct of February. 



Third Friday in April. 

In spring, at appointment of governor. 

January 8. 

First Friday in December. 

Last Monday in April. 

Date fixed by governor and superintendent of 

public instruction. 
Date fixed by superintendent of public instruc- 
tion. 

Do. 
Option of governor, usually in April. 

Do. 
Option of parish boards. 
Option of governor. 
Option of jrovemorin April. 
Last Saturday in April. 
Option oi governor. 

Do. 
Option of board of education. 
First Friday after first Tuesday of April. 
Third Tuesday of April. 
22d of April. 
Option of governor. 

Do. 

Option of governor, in April. 
Second Friday in March. 
First Friday after May 1, 

6th of May, by proclamation of governor: 
In April, by proclamation of governor. 

Second Friday in April, 
Option t)f governor. 

Do. 
Variable. 

Option of governor. 
November, at designation of county superintfn- 

dents. 
22d of February. 
Option of governor. 



Fall, at designation of superintendent of Bchools. 
Option of governor. 

Do. 

Do. 
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From the above it will be seen that the observance of Arbor Day 
is required by law in nearly every State in the Union, but West 
Virginia is one' in which it is not. the State Superintendent of 
Free Schools having in the past simply proclaimed a date that the 
State might be kept in line with her progressive sister common- 
wealths, but he has no power to enforce, or to have necessary print- 
ing done — not so much as a programme of exercises, this in the 
past having been done at the expense of the West Virginia School 
Journal. 

THE WEST VIRGINIA TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

The above named Association was organized by the colored teach- 
ers of Charleston in 1891. 

In the spring of that year these teachers appointed a committee 
from their Reading Circle to call a meeting to organize a State 
Teacher's Association. H. B. Rice was made chairman and Bjrd 
Prillerman, secretary of the committee. 

The First Meeting. 

- By the direction of this committee the secretary issued a notice 
to the teachers of the State, calling them together at Simpson M. 

E. Church, of Charleston, on Thanksgiving Day, 1891. 

The call was answered by the presence of more than fifty teach- 
ers and race leaders of the State. 

Sickness prevented Mr. Rice from attending the meeting, so Mr. 
P. B. Burbridge, whose name came second on the committee, called 
the meeting to order and delivered the address of welcome. 

W. T. McKinney, of Huntington, was elected temporary chair- 
man. 

The Association was permanently organized by making Byrd 
Prillerman, President, and Miss Rhoda Weaver, Secretary. 

The programme that had been prepared by the committee was 
well rendered. 

Among the most important addresses may be mentioned those of 
Rev. C. H. Payne, D. D., and Hon. B. S. Morgan, State Superin- 
tendent of Free Schools. Among those present were Dr. W. T. 
Merchant, Mrs. E. M. Dandridge, Miss M. A. Washington, 

F. C. Smith, J. R. Jefferson and W. T. McKinney. 

The Second Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held at Huntington, Thanksgiving Day, 1892. . 

At this meeting the constitution was adopted, the preamble of 
which reads : "To elevate the character and advance the interests 
of the profession of teaching, and to promote the cause of popular 
education in the State of West Virginia, we, whose names are sub- 
joined, agree to adopt the following constitution." 

Hon. B. S. Morgan addressed this meeting also. 
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Able papers were read by Mrs. E. M. Dandridge, of Quinni • 
mont ; MissM. Blanche Jeffries, of (yharleston ; Miss Carlie Frank- 
lin, of Storer College, and Professor J. E. Campbell, of the West 
Virginia Colored Institute 

Professor Byrd Prillerman was unanimously elected President. 

Among the persons present were C. H. Barnett, A. M., C. 
H. Payne, D. D., Dr. W. S. Kearney, J. R. Jefferson, F. C. Smith 
and O. A. Wells. ' 

Professor Booker T. Washington was made an honorary mem- 
ber at this meeting. 

The Third Annual Meeting. 

This meeting was held in Parkersburg in November, 1893. 

Not many of the teachers of the State were present. This meet- 
ing was held in the Baptist Church with Professor Byrd Priller- 
man, President. The welcome address was delivered by J. K. Jef- 
ferson, of that city, to which C. W. Boyd, of Charleston, responded. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were : President, J. E. 
CiimpbeU; Vice President3, C. W. Boyd, J. R. Jefferson, and Miss 
Mary F. Worman ; Secretary, Miss Clara Thomas ; Treasurer, Miss 
E. D. Webster, and Mrs. ISusie Jamas, Historian. 

J. M. Jones, of Wheeling, and Professor John H. Hill, of Farm, 
were present at this meeting. 

The Fourth Annual Meeting. 

In 1894, the Association met at Montgomery. The President 
being absent, C. W. Boyd, the First Vice President presided. 
Some of the subjects of this Association were: Thanksgiv- 
ing Sermon, by Kev. R. J. Perkins; ''The Sciences in Common 
School Education," by Dr. H. F. Gamble. Strong resolutions were 
passed in favor of a compulsory school law, and a committee was 
appointed to urge the Legislature to make an appropriation for the 
teaching fund of the West Virginia Colored Institute. The com- 
mittee was composed of C. W. Boyd, Rev. G. B. Howard, J. W. 
Scott, Prof. John H. Hill, and Byrd Prillerman. 

At this meeting Byrd Prillerman was again elected President, 
and Miss Fanny Cobb Secretary. 

The Fifth Annual Meeting. 

In 1895 the Association was held at Hinton. The master feature 
.. of this meetiug was the free banquet given the teachers by the 
citizens. 

The annual address was delivered by Prof. J. E. Jones, A. M., 
of the Richmond Theological Seminary. His subject was, "Chris- 
tianity and Education." Prof. Byrd Prillerman, of the West Vir- 
ginia Colored Institute, was re-elected President, and Miss Fanny 
Cobb, Secretary. 
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The President of the Association, Prof. Byrd Prillerman, deliv- 
ered his annual address containing valuable facts of the condition 
of the schools of the State, which was commented on in many of 
the leading journals. 

Among those present were Prof. John H. Hill, Rev. G. B. How- 
ard, B. D., Miss Mary M. Booze, Prof. W. T. McKinnej^, and Mrs. 
S. E. Fulks. 

The Sixth Annual Meeting. 

The Association met in the Hall of the House of Delegates, No- 
vember 26 and 27, 1896. 

Professor Byrd Prillerman presided at this meeting, and Miss 
Fannie C. Cobb, acted as Secretary. 

This was by far the largest and most interesting meeting of the 
Association. 

Welcome addresses by C. V^. B )yd, of the Garnett School ; Pro- 
fessor George S. Laidley, Superintendent of the Charleston City 
Schools, and Governor \V. A. MacCorklo. 

To which responses were made by John H. Hill, Principal of the 
West Virginia Colored Institute; Hamilton Hatter, Principal of 
Bluefield Colored Institute, and Dr. C. H. Payne. 

Prominent per<*ons present at this meeting were : Hon. Virgil A. 
Lewis, John H. Hill, Hamilton Hatter, P. F. Jones, Colonel B. W. 
Byrne, Rev. C. H. Payne, D. D., J, li. Jefferson, George S. Laid- 
lev, Professor A. L. \Vade, Judge H. C. McWhorter, Gov W. A. 
MacCorklo, Rev. D. W. Shaw, Dr.G. W.Holley, P. B. Burbridge, 
Dr. H. F. Gamble, Dr. L. B. Washington, Mrs. E. M, Dandridge, 
M. A. Thompson, and Mrs. Byrd Prillerman. 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were: For President, 
Pr.»f. Byrd Prillerman; Vice-Presidents, J. R Jefferson, of Park- 
ersburg; Mrs. E. M. Dandridge, of Quinnimont' C. W. Boyd, of 
Charleston; Secretary, Miss Mary J. Jones; Treasurer, Mrs. M. 
A. W. Thompson; Historian, George L. Cuzzens. • 

THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY. 

The W^est Virginia Educational Association, the leading organ- 
ization of its kind in the State, and therefore the highest authority 
upon our school work, at its annual meeting held in the city of 
Charleston in 1896, unanimously adopted the following resolution: 

^^Resolved^ That the County Superintendency should be made 
more efficient through wider power, higher qualifications, and bet- 
ter compensation; and that the chair appoint a committee of three 
to present this resolution, with memorial, to the next Legislature. 

That the law should prohibit County Superintendents from 
leaching either public or private schools, and examiners from 
teaching subscription or select schools, while in office." 

This resolution was the result of a lengthy and earnest discus- 
sion of our higher educational work, by the foremost educators of 
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the State. For years these educators have recognized the County 
Superintendency as the strong right arm of our Free School Sys- 
tem, and that such it is being made in every State of the Union 
with two exceptions. 

There must be a general head in each county to organize, coun«- 
sel, aad direct, or the country school becomes in a general sense, a 
waste-way of unused and misdirected energies, and of misapplied 
purposes. For want of executive management, schools in rural 
districts not only have utterly failed to keep pace with those in 
towns and cities, but in some localities have actually retrograded. 

The bone and sinew of the State is its agricultural and mining 
population. Every consideration of intelligent state policy de- 
mands that its schools be brought up to the standard made neces- 
sary by the spirit of the times. To keep abreast with all other 
progressive tendencies of our age, the State can not longer afford 
to deprive these schools of a most potent means for their improve- 
ment, viz : that of thorough and complete supervision in all its 
details. This is the key to the full measure and value of our pro- 
jected school work. Countv supervision is the strongest living 
element of power, the most closely identified with its future pro- 
gress and development. No more disastrous blow could be aimed 
at the system, than one directed at the life of the Superintendency. 
In all business enterprises, supervision is acknowledged to be an 
essential condition of success. A manufacturing or commercial 
firm which neglects to employ this safeguard, invites failure atid 
insures bankruptcy. It economizes motive power, adapts means 
•to ends, and protects against fraud and deception. More than 
forty states and territories have already made supervision a promi- 
nent feature in their school systems. "Long experience in those 
states where the county superintendency system has been tested, 
as well as our own, proves beyond controversy the efficiency of 
this plan of school management ; and when the entii*e time of thi^j 
officer is devoted to school supervision, its efficiency is best dis- 
played, and the office best sustained." 

But the 

Entire Time of the CouNTr Superintendent 

Must be given to supervision, and not to teaching. Then there 
will be no doubt of the practical value of his work, for, when 
properly operated, it will unify and give foundation and perma- 
nence to the country and village schools. It will inspire public 
confidence. It will hold firmly together a county organization. It 
will save money for the people. But in order to secure the best 
results from the best work and the best equipped men to do that 
work the office of County Superintendent must be made one in 
which there is a living for him who fills it, and is there not work 
for him if he properly supervises the educational work of a whole 
county, and is it not economy to have him do this thoroughly, and 
if he does it thus, it will require his tim^ every day in the year? 
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And if he gives this time and labor to the oflSce then he should live 
by this office and he should be paid a ira'ary commensurate with the 
"work which he should be required to perf<>rm. Then let his pow- 
ers and duties be so defined and enlarged that he will bring to our 
school system all the good results which should come from 
thorough and efficient county supervision. 

Should the County Superintendent and Examiners Teach 

Summer Schools? 

The resolution of the Association declares "That the law should 
prohibit County Superintendents from teaching either public or 
private schools, and examiners from teaching subscription or select 
schools, while in office." 

In order to subsist the County Superintendent is forced to teach 
either a public or private school, thus taking* his time from that 
active supervision which his county so much needs. The people 
of the counties expend larger sums of money — equal in many 
instances to that expended for all other public purposes, and 
yet this U done without the advantages of supervision so necessary 
to the work. The County Superintendent should be given an office 
in the court house of his county, and then he shonld be paid a sal- 
ary sufficient to justify him in giving his entire time to the work 
of supervision. Then instead of teaching he should bend those de- 
siring to attend school to higher institutions, and thus improve 
the t^^achinof force of his county. See the following table marked 
«E." 
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LIST OP COUNTY AND CITY SUPERINTENDENTS 

IN WEST VIRGINIA. 

TABLE E. 



With N'lmej Post Office Address aniSifaryof each County Superintend'^ of Fne 
SchoolSjfor the OJicial term Beginning Juty, 1, l{i95, and ending June 30, 1899. 



o 
'A 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
lu 

11 
II 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

21 
22 
23 

21j 
25' 
26 



Count I 



27 

28' 

29; 

8() 
31 

33 

31 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
4u 
41 
42 
4;^ 
44 
45 
49 
47 
48 
4U 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 



56 
67 
58 
59 
60 
«1 
62 



Barbour 

Berkeley . . . 

KoonH , 

Braxton. . . . 

Brook*' 

Cabell 

>'aihouu — 

Clay 

Doddridge . . 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier. . 
Hampshire. 

Hanuock 

Hrtr^iy 

Harritiou 

JacKson . . . , 

Jeffvrrson 

Kanawha . . . 

Lewis 

LiDcoln 

liOjjan 

Marion 

Mar hall ... 

Mason. 

Mer<;t!r 

Mineral 

Mingo 

Monorgalia. 

Monroe 

.Morgan 

McDowell. . 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton. . . 
Pleasants . . 
Pocahontas. 

Preston 

PutnHm 

Raleigh 

Randolph. . . 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers. . . 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel . ... 

Wirt 

Wooa 

Wyoming... 



Martinsburg CHy, 
Huntington City. 
Charleston City* . 
ParkerHburif City. 
Wheeling City... 

Weston 

Moundsville 



Name op 
Superintendent. 



C. I. Zirkle 

James Sn>der 

J. S. Phipps 

J. E. Bauifbman 

George W. R-iSsell — 

(J. W. Pain« 

J. H. Roberts 

J. A. Sizemore 

Jonathan R irnsey 

Jam^s Armstrong.... 

V.sa B. Hnrris 

Joseph L. Rt-xroad .. 

.Alex. Thompson 

Charles N. Hiett 

r. M. Cochran 

I . V. Se>mour 

J. E. Law 

W. M. Sallaz 

A. A P. Neel 

S C. BJair 

Stark A. White 

W. E. Dial 

George R. White 

James M. Satterfleld.. 

W. M. Wirt 

Mororan J. Kanks.i . . . 
W. B. Honaker 

C. P. Hahu 

S. F.Curry 

D. B. Waters 

John H. Cook 

W. E. Dawson 

R. R. Smith 

W. S. Henderson 

James Lewis 

H. M. Calhoun 

Robert L. Pt^raberton. 

'). L. Barlow 

Horatio S Whetsdl.. 

(J. C. Knapp 

R. C. Lilly 

W. T. Woodvard 

David B. ''trickling... 

Josiah Iluuhes 

G W Lsftwich 

J Clark Cather 

Charles U. Adams — 

Thomas P. Hill 

Norval W. Loudon.. 

Rufus Lester 

H. H Bruff«y 

Friend W. Parsons.. 

John A. Davis 

F. B. Burk 

R. Wade Cook 



postofpicb 
Address. 



Philllppl 

Jones bpring 

Peytona , 

TwistviJle 

Wellsbur r 

Huntington 

Nobe 

Lizemore's 

West Union 

M'. ssy 

Tanners 

Arthur 

Meadow Bluff 

Slanesville 

New Cumberland. 

Moorefleld 

Siilem 

Jackson 

Shepherd stown. . . 

St.'Albans 

Camden , 

Hamlin , 

Logan 

Fairmont 

Dallas 

Hai-tford 

Dnhring 

Piedmont 

Burch , 

Maidsvllle 

Centennial 

Berkeley Springs. 

Welch 

Delphi 

Valley Grove 

Dry Run 

St Mary's 

Edry. 

Kingwood 

Paradise 

Shadv Springs. .. 

Beverly 

Penosboro 

Countsville 

Indian Mills 

Flemington 

Hannahsville 

McKim 

Buckhannon 

Echo 

Addison 

Proctor 

Morris 

Parkersburg 

Rockview 



CITY SUPERINTENDENTS, t 



A. B. Carman. . .. . 

W. D. Sterling 

G. S. Laidlev 

W. M. Straus 

W. H. Anderson.. . 
Jh'rank L. Burdette. 
D. T. Williams 



Martinsburg. 
Huntington.. 
i^Jharleston . . 
Parkersburg 
Wheeling . . . 

Weston 

Moundsville. 



Salart. 



300 00 
200 (0 
200 00 
300 00 
150 00 
300 00 
2<X) 00 
l.'iO 00 
300 00 
300 00 
2.50 00 
2U0 00 
3 00 
300 00 
1.50 00 
250 <0 
300 00 
300 00 
200 00 
300 00 
300 00 
250 00 
200 00 
300 00 
3 00 
300 00 
300 00 
200 00 
200 00 
300 00 
300 00 
150 00 
250 00 
300 00 
150 00 
250 00 
200 00 
250 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 
3(0 00 
9^)0 00 
200 00 
2^0 00 
250 00 
300 00 
300 00 
250 00 
300 00 
200 00 
300 00 
250 00 



1.000 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 
1,125 00 
1.800 00 
900 00 
1,000 00 



tCity Superlntei^deatB are elected annually. 
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THE HIGH SCHOOL WORK OF THE STATE. 

"^ Of all the subjects connected with our educational work there is 
none of greater importance than that of High Schools. Becogniz- 
ing this fact, the West Virginia Educational Association at its 
last annual meeting thoroughly discussed this subject, and as a re- 
sult thereof, took action as follows : 

HIGH SCHOOL WORK. 

Whereas, There is need of unifying the educational forcFs of the 
State so as to bring about harmony between the courses of study of 
the Common Schools, the Graded Schools, the High Schools, the 
Normal Schools and admission to the Academic Courses of the 
University ; therefore, we recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing : 

1. A uniform course of instruction for the first two years of all 
High Schools throughout the State, which course may be ampli- 
fied and extended at the pleasure of the several Boards of Educa- 
tion of said High Schools. 

2. That the State Superintendent of Free Schools shall have di- 
rect supervision of the Graded Schools and the High Schools, and 
be made ex-oflScio, a member of the Board of Regents of the State 
University. 

3. That a committee of five be appointed to draft a bill to carry 
out these provisions recommended and secure the passage of this 
bill by the next Legislature. 

4. That said committee shall consist of the State Superintendent 
of Free Schools ; the Presi(lent of the State University, (Dr. J. L. 
uoodknight) ; Superintendent George S. Laidley, Charleston ; 
Principal J. Walter Barnes, Fairmont Normal; and Principal F. L. 
Biirdette, Wesion Graded School. 

Wilson M. Foulk, Chairman, 

j. l. goodknight, 

George S. Laidley, 

W. H. Anderson, 

John D. Sweeney, 

f. l. burdette, 

Mary Flanagan, 

Lillian Hackney, 

Addie M. Burk, 

Mary R. McGwigan. 

It is assumed that the committee above named will submit to 
the Legislature a bill, the provisions of which shall meet the needed 
requirements. Certainly these requirements are many, for there 
is in many sections of the State a total absence of anything akin 
to High or Graded School work. This is seen upon an examination 
of the following table, marked 'T." ; 
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TABLE F. 

Showing Number and Location, of High, and Graded Schools ior 
the Tear Ending June 30, 1S96. 
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The State supports the University and the State Normal School 
and its five branches at great expense, and expects that these insti- 
tutions will be filled by students who come up to them ready for 
entrance, and yet today there are in the State fifteen counties with- 
out any graded or high school work in them. How can boys and 
girls in these counties be prepared or encouraged to enter institu- 
tions of higher learning when that supplied to them in the way of 
preparation therefor consists of the work in country schools alone? 
Xhen. too, there is no uniformity whatever in the work done by 
the High and Graded Schools where they have been established. 
The solution of all these difficulties is in the establishment of the 
County High School, one in each county, which can be entered by 
all pupils of the county, who have made the necessary preparation 
therefor, and a prescribed uniform course of study, for all High 
Schools in the State — the same being preparatory to entrance to the 
University, the State Normal Schools, or to any othf-r higher insti- 
tutions ©f learning. Then a uniform Course of Study for Graded 
Schools which shall lead up to the High School Course. 

PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

No report of the educational work of a State is complete with- 
out a summary, at least, of the work being done by private insti- 
tutions, and in order that this information might be in the possses- 
sion of the State, the West Virginia ^]ducational Association at 
its last session adopted the following resolution : 

^^ Resolved^ That the Legislature be requested to pass a law 
requiring all pri /ate and denominational schools to fill out and 
return such blank reports as the State Superintendent shall send to 
them for that purpose." 

It is to be hopfd that these institutions may hereafter supply 
full and detailed information as to the work which they are doing, 
for, in the future, as in the past, they will exert a mighty influ- 
ence upon our educational work, and upon the development of the 
intellectual life and mental growth of the State. 

THE PEABODY EDUCATION FUND. 

In my Biennial Report for the years 1893-4 I gave a detailed 
account of the assistance rendered our State in its educational 
work by the Trustees of the Peabody Education Fund, and I de- 
sire to say here that their generosity toward us has been continued 
the past and present year through Dr. J. L. M. Curry, the General 
Agent, who is himself deeply interested in educational work in 
West Virginia, is made more emphatic in view of the fact that the 
State has done so little for teacher-training. The number of 
scholarships allotted to West Virginia at tne Peabody Normal 
College at Nashville is twelve. A scolarship appointment entitles the 
holder to $100 for the schoolastic year and transportation to Nash- 
ville from home and return. To show how highly these appoint- 
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ments are prized, it is only necfssary to state that dozens of ap- 
plications are made to me for the few vacancies that occur in con- 
sequence of death or resignation. There can be no doubt of the 
ardent desire of our youth to attend this justly celebrated school 
fer teacher-training. Nor can there be any doubt of the great 
benefits the State has reaped in the sixteen years this liberality has 
been extended by the trustees. 

In 1895 Dr. Curry gave me 12250.00 to be used in the education 
and training of teachers, that is, to aid tr e Normal Schools, and 
the institute work. In compliance with this requirement, I ex- 
pended $250.00 in aid of the former and $2000.00 in aid of the 
latter. For the 3 ear 1896, he gave me $3,250 00; which was like- 
wise expended in aid of the two objects named. There is no evi- 
dence that this Hunual don^ition will continue, and the performance 
of the institute work will be an impossibility, as soon as it ceases, 
unless the fund of $1,000 now provided by the State for this pur- 
pose is increased. 



THE MANUAL AND GRADED COURSE OF STUDY 
FOR COUNTY AND VILLAGE SCHOOLS. 

This is the most important feature of our school work. It has 
the attention of all the educators ol the State and mosrt encourag- 
ing progrCvSs has been made. The reports for 1896 received from 
evicry section of the State and from almost every county in it, ex- 
hibit the fact that the State Manual and Graded Course of Study 
for County and Village Schools, prepared and distributed by this 
Department according to the provisions of section 11 of the School 
Law, is meeting with the full approbation of school officers and 
teachers alike, and thousands of the schools for which the law de- 
signed it, are today graded accordinsf to the requirements of the 
Manual. This is among the greatest educational reforms of this 
time and other States and Nations are moving rapidly along this line 
of improvement. West Virginia is in the front rank of the move- 
ment. No longer is it necessary to submit evidence or testimony to 
show the practical and economical character o2 this work. 



THE CLERICAL FORCE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
FREE SCHOOLS IS INSUFFICIENT. 

The work in this Department has grown to such proportions 
that it is impossible to have it fully performed with the clerical 
assistance now supplied, and at least one more clerk in addition to the 
two now employed should be provided for, and it is hoped that the 
Legislature may in its wisdom thus aid the Department in which 
the work is not only very great now but must continue to increase 
rapidly* 
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CONCLUSION: 

This is my last Biennial Report of this Department, for my term 
of office is now nearing its close. In the years which it has cot- 
ered, I hare been a very busy man. As State Superintendent of 
Free Schools, a member of the Board of Public Works, a Commis- 
sioner of State Printing, a member of the Board of the School 
Fund, President of the Board of Regents of the State Normal 
School and its Branches, President of the Board of Regents of the 
Bluefield Colored Institute, a member of the Board of Regents of 
the Preparatory Branch of the University at Montgomery, and the 
Secretary of ite Building Committee, the cares of the office hare 
devolved heavily upon me, for I may say that I have omitted no 
opportunity to familiarize myself with the duties, responsibilities, 
and needs of 'the educational work of the State, and to discharge 
the former and remedy the latter as best I could. To do this, 1 
have not only worked late and early in the office, but I have gone 
to every portion of the State that I might know the needs of each. 
Many thousand miles have been traveled in an effort to do this, 
and I shall retire from the office feeling that, in my humble way, 
I have discharged, to the best of my ability, the duties in all the 
positions and relations in which, or to which I have been called. 

And now I desire to express my thanks to each and ail the State 
officials of the administration with whom my association have been 
so pleasant; to Dr. J. L. M. Curry, the agent of the Peabody 
Fund, for his generous donations of money with which I have 
been enbled to render the institute work of the State successful, 
and to aid largely the Normal Schools in their etforts to train 
teachers; to the Honorable Legislature of the State whose liberal 
appropriations have made possible the success that has come to 
our public school system; to the members of the various Boards of 
Regents with whom it has been my pleasure to serve; to the de- 
voted County Superintendents to whom all owe so much; to all 
other school officials; to the teachers of the whole State, and to a 
generous public which has expressed appreciation of my humble 
efforts; bcut espeially do I desire to express my most grateful 
thanks to Mr. Thos. J. Grass and Mr. F. P. Harris, the most 
worthy clerks in this Department. They came into the office with 
me, and commenced their arduous duties at the beginning of my 
term; through all these years, they have rendered most efficient 
service, working almost day and night in an effort to aid in secur- 
ing to the Department the greatest degree of usefulness, and it is 
to them that I owe much of whatever success has been achieved 
in the field of educational work; and because of this earnest and 
valuable service, I bespeak for them that consideration which they 
merit as faithful workers and devoted and harmonious helpers. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Virgil A. Lewis, 
State Superintendent of jFree Schook, 
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KAMES AND ADDSESS OF PRESIDENTS AND SEC 
SETARIBS OF ALL BOARDS OF EDUCATION 
IN WEST VIRGINIA, FOR THE TEARS 

1886 TO 1888. 



[President's name appears first.] 

BARBOUR COUNTY. 
Bf r^er District. 

Latber Kerr Belinf^ton . 

L. W. Ramsey BelioKton. 

Belingtoo Ind. District. 

M. F. Howes Belinfzton. 

Q. J. Sialnaker _ BelingtOD. 

Cove District. 

J. G. Miller Nioklow. 

J. O. Shaw Kasson. 

BIk District. 

C. K. Rvmer Elk Citv. 

Flojd T. H. Iden Elk City. 

Glade District, 

H. C. Phillips Meadowville. 

W. L. Lang Meadowville. 

Pleasant District. 

Al Clevenger Simpson. 

F. H. Proadfoot Pleasant Creek. 

Philippi District. 

K. R. Dyer Mansfield. 

W. D. Zinu Mansfield. 

Philippi Ind. District. 

Whorl ' henoweth Philippi. 

R. £d. Talbott Philippi. 

Union District. 

Squire Croust Peel Tree. 

1>. B. Ward Peel Tree. 

Vath/ Dist rict. 

J. E. Stralei Swamp Run, Upshur county. 

Jonathan Hathaway Laural, Upshur county. 
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BERKELEY COUNTY. 
Arden District. 

R. C.'Burkhart Martinsbarg. 

J. A. DowDS Martinsburg. 

FaUing Waters District. 

J. C. Llngamfelter Spring Mills. 

John W. Emerson Marlowe. 

Gerrardstown District. 

Dr. G. W. Daniels Gerrardstown. 

A.. J. Bowers Gerrardstown. 

HedgesviUe District. 

I. W. Wood HedffesvilU. 

Dr. D R. Rose Hedgebville. 

MUl Creek District. 

Ed S. Henshaw In wood 

J. Tbomas Stewart Banker Hill. 

Opequon District. 

J. W. Welohans Bedlngton. 

T. S. Williams Foltz. . 

Martinsburg Independent District. 

CbarlesH. Wolfe Martinsburg. 

Wm. A. Pitzer Martinsburg. 

BOONE COUNTY. 
Sherman District. 

D. P. Elkins Comfort. 

A. J. Coon Coon's Mills. 

Peytona District. 

W. V. Lewis Lewis. 

G. A. Atkins Lewis. 

Scott District, 

Jacob Cambers Danville. 

V. 0. Vandeline Danville. 

Washington District. 

Sylvanus Miller Tnrtle Treek. 

Freeman Mitchell Turtle Creek. 

* 

Crook District. 

Van Buren Jarrell Van. 

Sylvester Linville Van. 

BRAXTON COUNTY. 
Birch District. 

James Ballengee >*trang« Cre«k. 

W. F. Duffield Twistville. 

Otter District. 

J. G. Perrine Little Otter. 

H. N. McLaughlin Little Otter. 



HoUy District. 



J. W. Cartright Flat Woods. 

D. S. Morton NewviUe. 
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Salt Lick District. 

Thad Berry Heaters. 

J. E. MorriB Heaters. 

Kaoawiia District. 

p. W. Hardman Palls Mills. 

W. H. breene Cooflueuoe. 

Sutton Ind. District. 

John Byrn** Sutton. 

J. S. Hyre ' Sutton. 

# 

BROOKE COUNTY. 
Buffalo District. 

Demetrius Brady Wellsburj?. 

John Ralston Wellsburg. 

Cross Creek District. 

Robert Patterson Steubenville, Ohio. 

W. L. Carter Colliers. 

Wellsburg Independent and Magisterial District. 

C. B. Brasbear Wellsburjr. 

Ora Rieu Welisburg. 

CABELL COUNTY. 
Quyandotte District. 

W. M. Crook Huntington. 

Henderson Davis Huntington. 

Union District. 

W. B. Miller Union Ridge. 

Anthony Bicker Dudley. 

McComas District, 

Alex. MoOomas Poppa, Wayne county. 

John Yates Tyler's Creek. 

Barboursville District. 

Green Harrison Ona. 

W. H. Stowasser BArboursyille. 

Grant District. 

William Heck Milton. 

M. F. Jordan Milton. 

Quyandotte Ind. District. 

William Smith Guyandotte. 

Hamilton Stewart Guyandotte. 

BartM)ur8ville Ind. District. 

William Donahoe Barboursrille. 

Thomas Merritt Barbourgville. 

CALHOUN COUNTY. 
Sherman District. 

J. H. Johnson Henrietta. 

W. T. Dulin Henrietta. 

Center District. 

Hagan Barr Grantsville. 

Alfred Stump Grantsville . 
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Lee District. 

Janie9 Dusky Richardson . 

Ed. HalJ Arnolds barg. 

Wa8hia|i:toii District. 

David l.'beooweth Eden. 

R. P. Mollohau Minnora. 

Sheridan District. 

Georjce Kerrell Freed. 

H. A. Ferrell Freed. 

CLAY COUNTY. 
Pleasant District. 

J. M. Stooe Lizemore's. 

O. F. Walker Lizemore'^. 

Otter District. 

J. M. Moore Bip Otter. 

J. ti. Chapman Big Otter. 

Bflffalo District. 

■ J. A. Marphy Wattsville. 

fci. H. Ashley Waitsville 

Henry District. 

W. H. Schoonover Clay C. H. 

W T. Hamrick Clay C. H. 



Union District. 



^ 



James Samples Pleasant Retreat. 

P. N. King Pleasant Retreat. 

DODDRIDGE COUNTY. 
Central District. 

Wesley Rollins Central Station. 

J. Benoinger Central Station. 

Cove District. 

M. S. Vanhorn Grove. 

J. M. Fisher St. Clara. 

Grant District. 

A. J. Gaskins Flint. 

H. L. Gain Kenton. 

Greenbrier District. 

W. H. Duff Parkers. 

John Casey Zinnia. 

McClellan District. 

Homer Freeman Center Point. 

L. M. Allen Center Point. 

New Milton District. 

Frank Maxwell Hlandville. 

Joseph Noble Blandville. 

Southwest District. 

A. J. Nutter Summers. 

Boy Inghram Oxford, Ritchie county. 



126 Report of State Superintendent 

West Union District. 

J. C. Smith West Union. 

P. M. Noble West Uoion. 

West Union Independent District. 

M. H. Willis West Union. 

S. P. Smith West Union. 

FAYETTE COUNTY. 
Kanawha District. 

Perry Kinoaid Kincaid. 

J. P. Dean Mt. Carboa. 

Fayetteville District. 

Albert Sevy Oak Hill. 

J. W. Slaughter Oak Hill. 

Fayetteville Independent District. 

M. M. Malcolm Fayetteville. 

E. B. Hawkins Fayetttville. 

Quinnimont District. 

R. W. Bridge Claremont. 

J. H. Boyd Stone Clifif . 

Mt. Cove District. 

A. Phillips Caperton . 

John Ryan N utallburg. 

Sewell Mountain District. 

E. Grafton Fire Creek. 

W. A. Anderson Maplewood. 

Fallf District. 

J. M. Hill Belva. 

J. H. Miller G^uley Bridge. 

GILMER COUNTY. 
De Kalb District. 

F. G. Hardman Glenville 

W. F. Hall Newberne. 

Troy District. 

J. N. Bush Troy. 

D. S. Varner Troy. 

Center District. 

Gary MoUohan Normantown. 

C. A. McNorman Normantown. 

Glenville District. 

Jacob Moore Sand Fork. 

G. G. Towntend Stout's Mill. 

Glenville Independent District. 

Spence^ Collins Glenville . 

T. B. Webster Glenville. 

GRANT COUNTY. 
Grant District. 

E. P. Vossler Maysville. 

S. 8. Feaster Maysville. 



or Free Schools. 127 

Union District, 

A. Hsslabker Maysville. 

J J. Idleman Greenland 

Milroy District. 

Christian Sites Seemly. 

A. M. Hours Hopeviile. 

Petersburg Independent District. 

L. J. Porman Petersburg. 

B. J. Baker Petersburg. 



\ 



Harman Independent District. 

Frank Taylor Petersburg. 

B. J. Baker .Petersburg. 



GREENBRIER COUNTY. 
Meadow Bluff District. 

H. J. Hedrick Little Sewell. 

G. M. Harrab .Meadow Bluff. 

Blue Sulphur District. 

Thomas Lewis Dawson. 

A. M. Busier Blue Sulphur. 

Fort Spring District. 

R. C. Rhodes Ronoeverte. 

J . W . Sampson Ronceverte. 

Lewis District. 

W. A. Jeflfreys" Richlands. 

James McPherson Lewisburg. 

Lewisburg Independent District. 

L. J. Williams Lewisburg. 

J. G. Cox Lewisburg. 

White Sulphur District. 

Joho Garing White Sulphur Springs 

D. W. Ayers White Sulphur Springs 

Irish Corner District. 

A. R. Jackson Organ Cave. 

M. N. Humphreys Organ Cave. 

Falling Springs District. 

Dr. B. P. Raymond Prankford. 

C. H. Banna Frankford. 

Anthony's Creek District. 

Reuben Ramsey Alvon. 

D. B. Rapp Lowry's Mills. 

Williamsburg District. 

A. G. Haudley Williamsburg. 

C . A . W atts Williams burg . 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY. 
MiU Creek District. 

Augustine Cliendinst Junction. 

W, D. Bennett . . . ; PurgittsyiUe, 
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Romney District. 

Wm. C. Parker Romney. 

V. M. Poling Bomney. 

Slierman District. 

D. A. Dauaherty Augusta. 

C. E. Wolford AugubU. 

Cflpon District. 

J. A. Monroe Capon Bridge. 

D. B. Haynes Capon Bridge . 

Bloomery District. 

Peter A. Lay Porks of Capon. 

Levi Holt Cold Stream. 

Gore District. 

B. W . Smith Barnes' Mills. 

T . P. Henderson Slanesyilie . 

Springfield District. 

W. W. Shannon Sprinsrfleld . 

John W . Stames Spriugfleid. 

HANCOCK COUNTY. 
Grant District. 

A. G. Pugh Hookstowo, Pa. 

J. C Uuuaiugnam Eabt Liverpool, Ohio. 

Poe District. 

•JohD Hudson * Pairview. 

Dr. R. !S. Donahoe Kairview. 

Clay District. 

Jas .V. Mayhew Fairv'ew. 

Geo. Chamber* New Cumberland. 

Butler District. 

J' hn Lo(;an Perith. 

1). M. Martin Holiday's Cove. 

New Cumberland District. 

P. p. Beaumont New Cumberland . 

C. S. Bradley New Cumberland. 

HARDY COUNTY. 
Capon District. 

I. D. McKeever Wardonsville. 

D. H. Knee WardeDSVille. 

Lost River District. 

B. I>. Hinegardner Lost City. 

J. R. Mathias Maihins. 

Moorefield District. 

J. W . Kuvkendall Moorefield . 

M. \V. Gamble Moorctteld. 

South Pork District. 

B.I. Wood Moorefield . 

A. W. Wood Moorefleld. 
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HARRISON COUNTY. 
Simpson Distri<;t. 

J . N Wilkinson Bridgeport. 

W . E . Sheehey , liridKepor t. 

Grant District. 

L. B. Davis Lost Creek. 

L. A. Blake Lost Creek. 

Union District. 

I . VV . Burnslde Good Hope . 

W. S. Burnslde _GoodHope. 

Clay District. 

D . P . Moore Peoria . 

M. C. Jarrett Shinnston. 

Elk District. 

Orvllie L. Eib Uomine's Mills. 

M . B. Dennison Romlne's Mills . 

Coal District. 

B. L. Koon Clarksburg. 

J . C. Garrett Adamstou '. 

Clark District. 

A . W . Flttre Clarksburjr . 

J. R. Adams Clarksburg. 

Tenmile District. 

T. A. Rumble Wolf's Summit. 

T. J. Cofifman '. Cherry Camp. 

f 

Eagle District. 

Van B. Ogden Prosp'^ct Valley. 

F. W. Cunningham Peoria. 

Sardis District. 

p. W. Ash Sardis. 

C. P. Bailey. . . , Olive. 

Salem Independent District. 

J. T. Randolph Salen. 

Floyd Towles Salem. 

Clarksburg Independent District. 

W. R. Alexander Clarksburg. 

H. W. Harraer Clarksburg. 

Sheets' Mills Independent District. 

W . M . Bird West Mil 'ord . 

J. B. Weit WestMilford. 

JACKSON COUNTY. 
Grant District. 

S. G. Boso Utioa. 

D. R. King Toppin's Grove. 

Ravenswood District. 

B. S. Cheuvront Wilding. 

R. L. TiiompsoD Wilding. 
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Ripley District. 

J. M. Kespel Given. 

F. a. Hutchison Given. 

Union District. 

B . K. Harrison Cottapreville. 

C. M . Challttut Cottageville. 

Washington District. 

H. K. PoiiDK Kentuck. 

Geo. C. Thomas Staats' Mills. 

Ravenswood Independent District. 

K. R. McGu^^an , Ravenswood. 

E. VV. Brown Ravenswood. 

Ripley Independent District. 

VV. p. Korwood Jackson. 

M . 1). L . Lewis Jackson. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 
Charles Town District. 

n. T. Milt-y Charles Town. 

J . C . Wiltshire Charles Town. 

Shepherdstown District. 

.losephMcMurran Sheperdstown. 

R S. M. HulTinan Sheperdstown. 

Harper^s Ferry District. 

Richart.1 Henderson Halltown. 

J . G. KockenbttUfih Bolivar. 

Kabletown District. 

Wiliiain Wilt Rippon. 

B, b\ Yates Kabletown 

Middleway District. 

Moses K. Trussell Leetown. 

B. F . Trosile K-arneysvlUe. 



KANAWHA COUNTY. 
Jefferson District. 

R H. Lf « St. A Ibans. 

Robert McRae St. Albans. 

Washington District. 

K. H. Hanly... Lurd. 

John T. Hudson Lurd 

Loudon District. 

William Keeley Charleston. 

M. H. Epllu Brownstown, 

Cabin Creek District. 

W. H. Kdwards Coalburg. 

A. G. Montague Kast Bank. 

Maiden District. 

E. Oakes , Maiden. 

D. H. Huiinall Maiden. 
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Big Sandy District. 

C. W. Young Jordan. 

Jasper Young Jordan. 

Elk District. 

T. J. Mason Graham's Mines. 

C. P. Mcrris Graham's Mines. 

Poca District. 

E. G. Archibald Patrick. 

A. S. Robinson Hioumbotam. 

Union District. 

W. E. Martin Charleston. 

W . C. Priggatt Charleston. 

Cliarleston District. 

W . E. Porsy the Charleston. 

Henrietta Samuels Glen Elk. 

St. Albans Independent District. 

J. H. Sutherland St. Albans. 

J. B. WhlttiDgton St. Albans. 



LEWIS COUNTY. 
Court House District. 

Newton Peterson Weston. 

George Fisher '. Weston. 

Freemans Creek District. 

Samuel Jarvis Camden. 

Dr. K. H. Petty Camden. 

Hackers Creek District. 

W . G . Hinzman Berlin. 

W. S. Starcher Berlin. 

Skin Creek District. 

D. H. Harris Vandalia. 

W. V. Chidester Vandalia. 

Collins Settlement District. 

Nathan Bennett Walkersville. 

Phil. A. Lorentz VVaH^ersville. 

Weston Independent District. 

Maj. . E. Anderson Weston. 

Arthur Lockhart Weston. 

Jane Lew Independent District. 

' J . G. Jackson ? Jane Lew. 

R. R. Price Jane Lew. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 
Carroll District. 

Charles Burger Hamlin. 

Van A. Zcveiy Ham;in. 

Duval District. 

W . H , Miller Grifflthsville.. 

John W. May Grifflthsville. 
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Washington District. 

M. H. Priestly Sioto. 

\V. W . Aic Jiiire Sioto. 

Jerferson District. 

L»wnKlkin8 SpurlocksvillA. 

(jr.int Creiucttiis Spuriocksvlile. 

Union District. 

Khimut Adkins Jenks. 

Mtttliids AJkins Jeuks. 

Slieridan District. 

i:ii<«hii H as Tylpr'8 Creek. 

(i. \V. Siuoot Sheridan. 

Laurel Hill District. 

A. E. Ualihaii Sheridan. 

John VV. I'ulliu Sheridan. 

Harts Creek District. 

Kpii VVaiker Fourteen. 

W. E. Fowler Kourteen. 

LOGAN COrNTY. 
Lo2:an District. 

A. W. Farrell Lo?an. 

J. K. Henderson Logan. 

Chap.nansville District. 

Andy Fowler Chapmansville. 

Joseph Pliipptf Chapmanbville. 

Triadelphia District. 

U. H. Klkins Triadelphia. 

J. II. Hinchman Triadelphia. 



MARION COUNTY. 
Mannington District. 

Harry Johnson Mannin^^ton. 

John Millan Manniu^tou. 

Lincoln District. 

M. V. Millan Manninjitxi. 

Simon (J. Purrish Farininf^tou. 

Pawpaw District. 

A Ivey Ni'ptune Harraeksville. 

Charles Clayton Gray's Fiat. 

Fairmont District. 

Nathan F. Conoway Barrackville. 

Fi«'lding 1?. Snod}:rass Harrackvilie. 

Grant District. 

William Watson Watson. 

Clay Morris Eldura. 

Winfield District. 

Seth Hams Catawba 

T. N. Swisher Canton. 
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Union District. 

Brent Swfiareagen Palatine. 

W. E. Morgan Palatine. 

Fairmont Independent District. 

E'i Musktrove Fairmont. 

Solomon Steele Fairmont. 

Palatine Independent District. 

WiiJiara Gray Palatine. 

J. T. Holland Palatine. 

* 

MARSHALL COUNTY. 
Sand Hill District. 

R. Luk" Sand Hill. 

William Kumraans Sand Hill . 

Union District. 

Ca«sner Branhart Benwood. 

A. L. Pelley Beuwooa. 

Cameron District. 

James McCluskey Cameron. 

H. (J. Todd Came*on. 

Liberty District. 

George Hubbs Glen Eagton. 

Frank Hubbs Glen Easton^ 

Franklin District. 

Henry Lutps Graysville. 

A. J. Monigomery Woodlands. 



"o* 



Washington District. 

John Zlnk Moundsville 

Andy Moore Pleasant Valley. 

Clay District. 

T. P. Hornbrook Thompson. 

J. T. Hogan Moundsville. 

Meade District. 

John Youngr Lynn Camp. 

C. E. Bassett Adaline. 

Moundsville Independent District. 

L. G. Brock Moundsville. 

James S. Sigafoose Moundsville. 

MASON COUNTY. 
Cooper District. 

J. O . Sayre Letart. 

D. P. Gist Letart. 

Graham District. 

A.J. Brinker Graham. 

Levi Roush Sassafras. 

Waggener District. 

Joseph Burton Clifton. 

Earl Henry Clifton. 
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Robinson District. 

J. W. Windoa Maegie. 

\V. N. Machir Old lown. 

Lewis District. 

p. S. Eisthain Point P'oasant. 

John 111. Keller Point Pleasant. 

Cologne District. 

John Ferguson Leon. 

C. N . Winebrimmer Leon. 

Union District. 

Chas. Stewart Sea Plat. 

S. M. Stewart Capeheart. 

Arbuckle District. 

<J. Poffeobarper lleech H'll. 

Kankln Hill Henderson. 

Clendenin District. 

T. C. Ste»»le... Hickorv. 

.John A . Watterson Mercer's Bottom. 

Hannan District. 

Peter Mnftdows Bryan. 

Jesse VVaugh Ashton. 

New Haven Independent District. 

J. C. McKee NewHavon. 

Geo. N. Capehart New Haven. 

Hartford Independent District. 

J. M. Shunk Hftfttord. 

Andy D. tiiuthcr Hartford. 

Mason Independent District. 

John Doruick Mapon. 

Harry Hart Mason. 

Point Pleasant Independent District. 

J . IJ . Smith Point Pleasant. 

John L. Whilten Point Pleasant 

MERCER COUNTS. 
Beaver Pond District. 

K. M. Calfee .\da. 

H. G. White B.uefiold. 

East River District. 

K. i:. Thornton Els^ood. 

n. P. Whlti Oakvalo.. 

Jumping Branch District. 

Elijah Clark Dunns*. 

A. J. Lilly (Jamp Creek. 

Plymouth District. 

H. M. Sriumate Athens. 

V. A. Balteu Athens. 

Rock District. 

T. B. Wheeler Lashraoet. 

A. L Godfrey Bramwell . 



fc 
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MINERAL COUNTY, 
Cabin Run District. 

J. p. Carskadon Headsville 

Lucy R. Head Headsville 

Elic District. 

H. W. Nine Elk Garden. 

Walter C. Bishoff Elk Garden. 

Frankfort District. 

M . T. Davi« Alaska. 

John Johnson Alaska. 

New Creeic District. 

William H. Lemon Laurel Dale. 

Edwin Burgess ._ Laurel Dale. 

Piedmont District. 

James A. Moody Piedmont. 

L. P. Walker Piedmont. 

Welton District. 

John Sloan Burlington. 

Jas. W. Crawford _ Burlington. 

Keyser Independent District. 

John H. Sheetz Keyser. 

W. E. Fa^eubaker Keyser. 

MINGO COUNTY. 
Harvey District. 

G W. Dameron Dingess. 

Albert Meade Canterbury. 

Hardee District. 

Joseph Davis Fairfax. 

R, 3 . Clark Fairfax. 

Lee District. 

W^m . Maynard Burch. 

E. H. SimpkiiiS Burch. 

Magnolia District. 

G. W^ Taylor Matewan. 

E. E. MubIc Matewan 

Stafford District. 

Joseph Simokins Lindsey. 

A. M . Toller Wharnclilf. 

MONONGALIA COUNTY. 
Battelle District. 

Urias Shrevier Wadestown. 

Daniel Tennart Wadestown. 

Clay District. 

D. E. Card way Behler. 

C. C. Brown Worley . 

Clinton District. 

Jas. S Watson Ufflnffton 

?. MoKa Halleck 
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Cass District. 

\V. I.Cox Randall 

W . P. Barker Charlotte. 

Grant District. 

jHmes A. Thompson Laurel Point 

Louis C. Snyder Laurel Point. 

Morgan District. 

J. L . Horner M orj^antown. 

L. Shoemalcer Dtllslow. 

Union District. 

C Donaldson Laurel Iron Works. 

A.J.Dickinson Laurel Iron WorKs 

Morgantown Independent District. 

T. B. Williamg Moreantown. 

Jas. P. Pitch Mori^antuwn. 



MONROE COUNTY. 
Union District. 

Charles Shanklin ITnion. 

M. J. Kester Union. 

Second Creek Dis rict. 

Wiliiam McDowell Second Cr«»ek. 

William Hutchinson Second Creeic. 

Wolf Creeic District. 

Preston skajjj?'* C'ross Roads. 

J.J. Coirinan Woif Creek. 

Springfield District. 

.1. U. Thoma.s Hunter's Springs. 

Henry Vawter Red Sulphur Springs. 

Red Sulphur District. 

S. Y. Symms Linside 

J. K. nines Cabhmere. 

Sweet Springs District. 

G. W. Sayre Sweet Springs. 

R. U. Ap*plin(? Gap Mills. 

MORGAN COUNTY. 
Allen District. 

John Fverett Berkeley Springs. 

Joseph Vaugoson Brosius. 

Bath District. 

W. H. Summers Berkeley Springs. 

W.N. Buzzard Berkeley Springs. 

Cacapon District. 

S. B. Kdmiston Paw Paw. 

J. H. Killer Paw Paw. 



Rock Gap District. 



Carson Dally Berkeley Springs. 

D. W. Feamow Stottler's \ Ruiuis. 
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Sleepy Creek District. 

George Shri ver M unson. 

J. W. A. Courtney Munsou. 

Timber Ridge District. 

J. H. Lawyer Fngpr's Store. 

A. R. Un^er Un;ier's biore.. 

Mcdowell county. 

Browns Creeic District. 

\V. G. Hunt Weloh. 

E. L. Bowman VVeolh. 

Elkliorn District. 

E. S. Hutchinson Maybeury. 

1). D. Davis* Ma^ beury. 

Nortli Fork District. 

W. H. Thomas Algoma. 

J. W, Morgan K3 le. 

Big Creek District. 

M. I'ayne PeeryviHe. 

W. S. Myers Peer> villa. 

Sandy River District. 

Emanuel Reed laser. 

S. H. Auvii lager. 

NICHOLAS COUNTY. 
Summersville District. 

Allen Rader Summersville. 

J. A. Aidersou Summersville. 

Hamilton District. 

p. M. Tyree Summersville. 

J, H. Rubinson Muddlety. 

Blaine District. 

L. G. Creasy Beaver Mills. 

S. C. Schmidt Uraiesville. 

Jefferson District. 

Miletus Sims Belva. • 

J . R. Hill Lockwood . 

Grant District. 

A. M, Koenan Kessler's CroPs Lanes. 

A. W. Duncan ^essler's Cross Lanes. 

Kentucky District. 

A. J Snenoer Ophelia. 

A . C. McOlung Leivasy. 

Wilderness District. 

Granville Odell Hominy Falls. 

William A. McClung Mt. Lookout. 

OHIO COUNTY. 
Liberty District. 

y . E. Murray West Alex »ndep, Pa. 

H. L. MoCammon Potomac, W. Va. 
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Triadelphia District. 

J. p. Weeks Triadelpbia. 

Wm. S. Maxwell Triadelphia. 

Wasliington District. 

Henry Stein Fulton 

W. C. Wiedman Roney's Point. 

Ritcliie District. 

George Wolf Wheeling. 

R. B. CripweU > W heeling. 

Ricliland District. 

Brooks Hedges West Liberty. 

Jerry W. Evans bhanoon. 



PENDLETON COUNTY. 
Franklin District. 

G. A. Blakemore FraokUn. 

Byron B jggs Franklin . 

Sugar Grove District. 

Amos Bowers Sui;ar Grove. 

Sam'l Fofftinbar^er bugar Grove. 

Betliel District. 

J M. Temple Oak Flat. 

J. M. Arms' rong Upper Tract. 

Mill Run District. 

.T.J, Lough KliD*>. 

J. N. Ariustruug Upper Tract, 



Union District. 

n. S Harmon Macksville. 

Peier .vicDjoald _ Macksville. 

Circleville District. 

M C Lambert Circleville. 

W. W. John»tun CiroJeviUe. 

PLEASANTS COUNTY. 
Jefferson District. 

DHvid Hawkins Shultz. 

Annie K . ^olt Shuitz. 

Lafayette District. 

Thornton Campbell Hebron. 

W. F. McKnight Hebron. 

McKim District. 

Michael Eddy Maxwell. 

Marion Hart Maxwell. 

Union District. 

J. P . bram^r Sugar Valley . 

W . I. Myers Raven Rock. 

Wasliington District. 

R. A. Gallagher St. Marys. 

A. J. Parker St. Maryi. 
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Grant District. 

C. L. Davis Eureka. 

J. H. Ralsiou Willows. 

POCAHONTAS COUNTS. 
Green Bank District. 

S , B. Hannah Green Bank. 

J. H Curry Green Bank. 

Huntersville District. 

J . H . Doyle Huntersville. 

W. H. Grose Huntersville. 

Edray District. 

Jacob S. Moore Edray. 

J . E. Barlow Edray. 

Levels District. 

Isaac McNeal Mill Point. 

R. W. Hill Academy . 

PRESTON COUNTY. 
Kin^ood District. 

James A. Lenhart Kinpwood. 

Jitmes E. M urdoclc Kingwood. 

Valley District 

H. K. Cobun Masontown. 

Ur. James A. Cox Masouiown. 

Lyon District. 

W. F. Stuck Newburg. 

Ur. SJ. J Posten Newburg. 

Reno District. 

l>r J. P Mifhi^l Fe'lowsvilJe. 

William Loughridge Fehowsviile. 

Portland District. 

Edward Whitehair Terra Alta. 

J_ W. Hill Terra Alia. 

Union District. 

Julius Scherr Eglon. 

L. C. Schaffer aurora. 

Pleasant District. 

J. J. Martin Valley Point. 

W. H. Binger Morgan Glade. 

Grant District. 

J. G. Arnold Bruceton MilU. 

D. T. Scoit Bruceton MilU. 

PUTNAM COUNTY. 
Buffalo District. 

D. W. Nease Buffalo. 

J . T. Womeldorff Buffalo. 

Carry District. 

W. H. McCalHster Hurricane. 

J. P. Thompson Hurricane. 
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PocataIiC3 District. 

ThoiiiHS Hhiict )ft Bancroft. 

I). H. 1 hoinas briliau. 

Scott District. 

John Smith Win'fl LI 

V4. r. AinleT'sou . . Wiiifl'-id 

Teays Valley District. 

J. W. Foster Ifnrri'an*>. 

K. \V. Sv vine lIurricatiH 

Union District. 

N. N ClarilinT I.ih»rtv. 

II. II. Tarkiiis Faradiso 

Winfield Independent District. 

K. W NVM-k NVinfleld. 

J. VV . Milu r VViiifl«ld 

llALEIGir COUNTY. 
Shady Spring District. 

('. C Mo'iiiaii Shadv Sprlojj 

S. M . Scoi' I'ablH Hock 

Slab Fork I istrict. 

(i«'<)rii»' li. .Mmdows Odd. 

T K liraniiuer Odd. 

Richmond District. 

iii'ort;e Meadow.s Brooklyn. 

G VV. Suiiih New. 

Town District. 

Ira Ilnrt Beokley 

.1. K Suninjer field Beckley 

Clear Fork District. 

Samuci McOinnis Ch'sar (!reek. 

.1.11 M<-ador Matville 

Marsh Fork District. 

.hiuu's (.'aiith'v Drv Crook 

W. O. McUuiuis Dry Creek. 

Trap Hill District. 

Paris Li'ster Leatf-r. 

J W. llawiey Lester. 

RANDOLPH COUNTY. 
Beverly District. 

Ci. II. D.'ujifl.s Beverly. 

Nelson Wilson Beveriy. 

Dry Fork District. 

M. C. IlHrnion Job. 

B. Y Ciiuuinghain Job. 

Huttonsville District. 

John Wilinoth Huttonsville. 

Thadeus Fritt IluttcusvlUe. 
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Lcadsville District 



\.\y Hurt Lick. 

L*'e Mar>tiller Elkins. 

Middle Fork District. 

1). (i. I hrtrnas Pickenn. 

J. \V liartujan fiokens. 

Mingo District. 

(if'o vv. Fj' e Vallev Head 

J. E lilnu Valley Head. 

New Interest District. 

,1. II. M' orfi Montrose. 

H . b . Tay 1 r KerneA. 

Roaring Creeic District. 

.1. M. Curtis Monro*. 

L. .1 Kinley Monroe. 

Valley Bond District. 

.1 oh n B. Morrison Bpverly. 

Geo C. Long Valley Bend. 

Elkins Independent District. 

DC VanBuskirk Rlkins 

W.G. Wiluou Elkins. 



RITCHIE COUNTY. 
Grant District. 

( ;. E. Haddox Cairo . 

H. a. McCollom Citiro. 

Union District. 

M. M. Prlch«rd White Oak. 

Ellet Woof ter Auburn. 

Murphy District. 

J. \V, BriLton Burnt House 

G. l!^ Cuuuiugbam Hazel Green. 

Clay District. 

M. H. Keyser MoleHUl. 

J. W. Duty Pennsboro. 

Harrisville Independent District. 

Gideon Price Harrisville. 

John Barnes Harrisvll.e. 

ROANE COUNTY. 
Curtis District 

Columbns Howell » Cvrus. 

W. B. Gi bbs R'eedyvllle. 

Geary District 

.To8t*ph Smith Newton. 

G. S. Moore Newton. 

Harper District. 

W. B Hunt Mattie. 

Vi. E. Ryau Ryan. 
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Reedy District. 

Rey. Jotepb Dnnn Lattimer. 

D. J. MeCiubg Lattimer. 

Smithfiekl District. 

Harvey Bays Walnat Gtotc. 

J. B. btoae .Boxaiana. 

Spencer District. 

W. 8. Crai^ SpPEcer. 

E. E. Wright Spenoer. 

Walnon District, 

D. W. Sbirkey, M. D Walton. 

.Tames A. Lo wry WaitoD. 

% 

Spencer Ind. District. 

K. W Hnmriclr Speiic«»r. 

A. G Bailey, M. D Spencer. 



SUMMERS COUNTY. 
Forest Hill District 

C.A.Baker Indian Mills. 

G. W. Lowe , Indian Mihs. 

Talcott District. 

J.W.Ford Talcott. 

M. A. Manning Talcott 

Greenbrier District. 

J. T. Huffman Hinton. 

J. B. Lavender Hinton. 



Green Snlpbnr District. 



A. J. Poster Green Sulphur Springs. 

F. Scott Sandstone. 

Jnmpin; Branch District. 

A. H. Mann, Jumping Branch. 

G. F. Meador Jumping Branch. 

Pipestem District. 

N. H. Farley Pipestem. 

B. P. Shumate Pipestem. 

TAYLOR COUNTY. 
Booth Creek District. 

A. B. Carder Headland. 

George Hcrtzog Booihsville. 

Court House District. 

Thomas Moore * Webster. 

Floyd Waller Webster. 

Plemington District. 

G . H. Bailey Flemlngton . 

M. Granny Flemington . 

Knottsville District. 

William Thomas Knottsville. 

J. 0. Lewellyn Grafton. 



/ 
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Fetterman District. 

Wilson K«nter Fetterman. 

Frank Wilson Grafton. 

Fetterman Independent District. 

Frank M. Poe Grafton. 

C. M . Armstrong Irontown. 

Grafton Independent District. 

ThomaH Long Grafton. 

S. M . White Grafton. 

West Grafton Independent District 

William Pir*'r West Grafton. 

C. H McOtofferty West Grafton. 

Pruntytown Independent District. 

W. M. Walters Prnntytown . 

G. W . Kurns Prunt} town. 



TUCKER COUNTY. 
Blacic Fork District. 

C. J. McKlnney Parsons. 

S. B. BlacKman Bretz. 

Clover District. 

R. F. Murphv Texas. 

isaao Murphy Texas. 

Davis District. 

Charles G Blake Davis. 

H. A. Myer Davis. 

Dry Fork District. 

H. C. Lambert Red Cr«ek. 

J. B. Lambert Red Creek. 

Fairfax District. 

L. A. Rt-mple Thomas. 

Geo. B. Ddvis , Coketon. 

Licking District. 

, S. M. Sheetz Hannahsville. 

W. H. Loughry Hannahsville. 

St. George District. 

W. H. Lipscomb St. George. 

Jaoob Domire St. George. 

TYLER COUNTY. 
Centerville District. 

Robert Stathers Alma. 

A. W. Duty Alma. 

Ellsworth District. 

R. A. Martin Kidwell. 

D. H. llorey Middlebonme. 

Lincoln District. 

G. L. Lowther Slstersville. 

A . B . Wilson Sistergville. 
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Meade District. 

G. W. Hill McKim . 

James Viilers Wick . 

McElroy District. 

Jonaihan Ankrom Rue. 

(ieorge Underwood Shirley. 

Union District. 

Selmaa Craig Shi oh. 

J. E. Morgan FriendJy 

UPSHUR COUNTY. 
Buckhannon District. 

S. J. Strader Tyanhoe. 

T. J. Liggett BuckhaDDoa. 

Banks District* 

G. H. wi son Stillmsn. 

1. W. Vincent Stiilman. 

Meade District. 

Dr . Brown French Creek. 

Wirt Phillips French Creek. 

Union District. 

s N. » ntrisrht Overhill. 

Jaiues II. uurs , Overhill. 

Warren District. 

W. F. CrisMp Peck's Run. 

L. L. Casto Peck s Run 

Washington District. 

Joseph Bailny Queens. 

V. F. Taylor Queens 

Buckliannon Ind. District. 

D. F. E Casteel •...Buckhannon. 

W. D. Talbott Buokhanuou. 



WAYNE COUNTY. 
Ceredo District. 

W . W. Porter Dunlelth. 

F . W . Mitchell While Creek , 

Union District. 

Richard Smith Dickson. 

Lee S. DlcK DioksoQ. 

Batter District. 

J. O . Billups Erie. 

P. P. Lester. Echo. 

Lincoln District. 

Jas. B . Jarrell Kffle . 

M . D. Jarrell Eflie . 

Ceredo Independent District, 

Albert Holt Ceredo. 

J. W. Collier Ceredo. 
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Stonewall District. 

J. W. Lloyd East Lynne. 

William Vaughan Easi Lynne. 

Grant District. 

L. C. Queen Queen's Ridge. 

W. H. Tomblin Queeu's Ridge. 

WEBSTER COUNTY. 
Glade District. 

G. N. Dyer Ha'ines. 

W. L. McCoy Coweu. 

Fork Lick District. 

W. B. Standard...! Addison. 

J. S . Cogar Addison. 

Holly District. 

Andrew McCort Addison. 

A . J. Salsbury Removal. 

Hacker Valley District. 

L. C. Pugii Pugh. 

P. W. Bruffey bharon. 

WETZEL COUNTY. 
Center District. 

J. H. Allen Silver Hill. 

Ellis Dulaney Dean. 

Church District. 

John Hunt Burton. 

¥. M. Keller Hundred. 

Clay District. 

Wm . Henderson Littleton . 

Charles !f<turm Littleton. 

Grant District. 

p. S. Snodgrass Brink, Marion '•ouniy. 

J. E. Price Robinson's Mills. 

Green District. 

Jerry Long Reader. 

J. C. Snodgrass Maud. 

Magnolia District. 

Henry Koontz New Martinsville. 

L. J. Williams New Martinsville. 

Proctor District. 

Jacob CoflBeld Marion. 

A. T. Butler Andy. 



WIRT COUNTY. 
Burning Springs District. 

E. P. Gibson Burning Sprines. 

J. W. Hickman Burning Springs. 
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Clay District. 

G. W . Lockhart Freeport. 

C . R. Lowe Freeport. 

Elizabetli District. 

C. W Roijers Elizabeth. 

E. D. Ball Elizabeth. 

Reedy District. 

A. B. Davis. Peewee. 

M. V. Shepherd Feewee. 

Spring Creelc District. 

D. S. Hennon Evelyn. 

A. Peck Evelyn. 

Tuclcer District. 

J . O Province Windy . 

S. U. Gaut Morris. 

Newaric District. 

Ellis Mnrrell Newark. 

B . T . Hale Lee. 

Burning Springs Independent District. 

J. W. Tucker Burning: Springs. 

Van Park Burning SprinKS. 

Elizabetli Independeot District. 

T. A. Brown Elizabeth. 

b\ T. Lockhart Elizabeth . 

WOOD COUNTY. 
Clay District. 

C.ark Nelson Red Hill. 

D. T. 0. Farrow Murphytown. 

Harris District. 

U. N. CrooVs Bellevil'e. 

B. N. Crooki Belleville. 

Lubeck District. 

C. A Pahl Lubeck. 

J. B . Rush ^ Lubeck. 

Slate District. 

George S. Brafford Slate. 

A. M. Wilson Kingsbury. 

Steele District. 

Jared Florence Rockport. 

J. K. White Orem. 

Tygart District. 

J . W . Davis Parkersburg. 

C. A. Meyer .Fountain Springs. 

Union District. 

James Hunter Waverly, 

S. T. BoggesB Ogden. 

Walker District. 

J. W . Bush Volcano . 

P. W. Combs Deer Walk, 
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Williams District. 

J. A. Kinnaird Williamstown . 

H. B. McKinney Williamstown. 

Parkersburg lad. District. 

S. S. Hazen »*ark*»rsburg. 

Samuel T. Stapletoo Parkersburg. 

WYOMING COUNTY. 
Baileysville District. 

p. A. Bailey Baileysville. 

T. P. Bailey Baileysville. 

Parker's Ridge District. 

Thomas Whitt Eperla. 

Reuben McKinney Egeria. 

Center District. 

W. E. Watrous ! Pineville. 

W. Q. Lusk Pineville 

Clear Fork District. 

Alexander Hatfield Uno. 

L. C. Harvey Sun Hill 

Huff's Creek District. 

Pleasant Lester North Spring. 

S. B. Godfrey North Spring. 

Slab Fork District. 

S. A. Toliver SauJsville. 

Uria Evans Saulsville. 

Oceana District. 

George Chambers Oceana. 

F. P. Boaoh Oceana. 

Note. — The otiicc of Secretary of the Board of Education is held at the will 
of the Board. He is appointed by the Board at its first meeting in July, and 
may be relieved by that body at any time. 
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REPORTS 



— OF — 



County Superintendents 

— FOR THE — 

School Years, Beginning July i, 1894 and 189^ 

— AND — 

Ending June 30, 1895; and 1896. 



BARBOUR COUNTY, 1895. 
George C. Poling, County Super entendtnU, 

1 have the honor to submit herewiih my second Annual Report 
of the free schools of Barbour county, which 1 believe to be correct, 
as I have diligently tried to make it so. 

We had 101 schools in this county, but the colored school bouse 
of Cove district was burned last s-pring, and last week the colored 
school house of Philippi District was razed to the ground by fire 
(the work of some devilish incendiary). Also Philippi Independent 
District will support but two schools the coming year, so I pre- 
sume our number for the coming year wuU be less than 100. 

1 visited all the schools of the county except three. I endeav- 
ored to acquaint myself with the exact condition of every school 
and gave hints as I deemed necessary for the improvement of the 
same. 

We can enumerate some able instructors and progressive teach- 
ers in Barbour county. Our teachers, as a rule, are keeping 
abreast with the times. Several are graduates of the Fairmont Nor- 
mal School and many others are attending said school; besides this, 
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summer normais have been, and are being taught tbis year as fol- . 
lows: Philippi, Mr. S. H. McLane, about 40 pupils; Eelington, 
Messrs, M, C. Lougii, ex-County Superintendent, and 0. I. Zirkle, 
County Superintendent elect, with more than sixty pupils; Valley 
Furnace, Messrs. John C. Shaw and S. H. Bowman, with near sev- 
enty pupils; Nicklow, Mr J, Cal. Kobinson; doss Koads, Mr". 
L. I). Stalnaker; Moatsville, Willie Janes, and some others that I 
have not space to mention. With our -teachers being trained 
under such able instructors as those named, onr schools will soon 
be filled with teachers second to none in the State. 

The Boards of Education are beginning to realize that teachers 
need charts, maps, tellurians, t^lobes, &c , and some districts have 
supplied their schools with one or more of said helps. 

Our last county institute was a grand success and Prof. Harris 
made many friends here. The visit by our State Superintendent 
was one of the must pleasant and instructive feat'iros of the insti- 
tute and his address at the evening session was most highly com- 
plimented by all who heard it. 

The district educational meetings were a success the past winter. 
Trustees are beginning to see that the best district institute worker 
is the best school room worker, and such a teacher never "hunts 
for a school." 

We hail with delight the law that makes the minimum term of 
schools five months and are grateful to those who aided in the pass- 
age of said act. 

In conclusion I tender to you my grateful acknowledgments for 
acts of courtesy shown, and for your hearty co-operation in my 
feeble efforts to advance the schools of Barbour county. 



BARBOUR COUNTY, 1b96. 

ChaS. I. ZiBKLE, ' 
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150 Report of State Superintendent 

I hereby submit my Annual Report of the condition of the free 
schools of Barbour county for the year ending June 30, 1896. 
The financial condition of a few of the districts, at least, is bad. 
One district paid a levy of 60 cts. and then could pay only $18, 
$22, and $25, respectively, the minimum limit. Another paid 28 
cents on a hundred dollars' valuation, and paid its number one 
teachers $33.00. As the above will bear evidence, I certainly 
think that we should have a uniform levy, i. ^., the county rather 
than the district, should be made the unit. 

The majority of our schools are in a /ery good condition. A 
few are not, on account of incompetent and inexperienced teachers 
and the failure of the patrons to co-operate with the teachers in 
their work. We are endeavoring to raise the standard of educa- 
tion in this county by making it more diflScult for teachers to pro- 
cure No. 1 certificates and by insisting on the various Boards to 
raise the wages for No. 1 teachers. Some of the Boards have al- 
ready done so. 1 think No. 1 certificates have been orranted too 
freely for the last three or four years. At the beginning of my 
term of oflSce, more than one hundred teachers held No. 1 certifi- 
cates in this county. As a step toward raising the standard, we 
refused to renew any certificates without examination; this caused 
a considerable wrangle at first, but we have the support of the 
majority of the teachers and of the people in general. Tfiis step 
now bids fair to be a great advance in our educational work in this 
county. 

Many of the teachers are attending one of the State Normal 
Schools and other good schools of the State, as the West Virginia 
Conference Seminary and Union College. Two summer normals 
are being: taught and six select schools have been taught in this 
county this year, principally for the training of teachers. There 
are but few who expect to teach next year, who are not endeavor- 
ing to improve themselves f ©r their profession. 

I am very sorry to state that but few of our schools have been 
graded according to the Manual. In many cases, I think the 
teachers did all possible to do so, but on account of a deficiency of 
text-books, and the irregular attendance of their pupils, they 
could not succeed. All agree that it is an excellent plan, if car- 
ried out. Then I think that our greatest needs along this line are 
free text-books and a compulsory school law. 

The following is the number of teachers with grade of certifi- 
cates granted this year: 18 No. 1 certificates; 35 No. 2; 6 No. 3; 
4 failed to get certificates, and 3 certificates were withheld on ac- 
count of dishonesty in passing examination. 

I have had the pleasare of awarding 12 State Diplomas to 
graduates from public schools who have completed the Course of 
Study as prescribed by the State Manual. 

We hope to have a more prosperous year from which to make 
our next report, than has ever been experienced in this county, as 
the teachers are nearly all making improvement, the Boards of 
Education promising to raise the wages as the standard is raised 
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and I think that a greater interest is being taken in education by 
the people than ever before. 

In conclusion, Barbour county heartily endorses and appreciates 
your efforts to raise the educational standard throughout the State. 
Hoping that these reports will be satisfactory, I am a co-worker 
with you in education. 



BERKELEY COUNTY, 1895. 
C. C. Tabler, County Superintendent. 

I herewith submit my second Annual Report of the free schools 
of Berkeley county. 

Financial. — ^The receipts from all sources for Teachers' Fund, 
excluding Martinsburg Independent District, was 118,398,57; for 
Building Fund, $8,081.02; total, $26,479.59. The disbursements on 
Teachers' Fund was $17,506.92; on Building Fund, $6,383.03; total 
$23,889.95. Balance in treasury, $2,589 64. 

Length of Term.. — As decided by the November election of 1894, 
Arden, Falling Waters, Hedesville, Mill Creek and Opequon Dis- 
trict had eight months; Gerrardstown, seven. 

Houses, — Three new school houses were built, two frame and one 
of brick. One of them was burned before completion. The sani- 
tary condition of our houses is generally good, but in some sub- 
districts could be bettered. 

Furniture. — All districts excepting Gerrardstown are well sup- 
plied with patent desks. Gerrardstown is putting in patent furni- 
ture in all new school houses. 

Apparatus. — All districts but Hedgesville have some apparatus. 
Arden is well supplied and abreast of the times. Most of the 
schools have Worcester's Diacritical Dictionary. Hedgesville 
Graded School is collecting a library. 

Schools. — Including Martinsburg Independent District; there is 
one high, eight graded, and sixty-six primary schools in this county 
or seventy-five in all. Over 82% of enumeration was enrolled. 
All the schools are graded according to the "Manual." There were 
15 graduates against only 2 in 1893. Altogether our schools have 
made much progress, next year there ought to be over 50 gradu- 
ates. From 15 to 20 were the average ages of the graduates. A 
catalogue of all the schools of the county was printed. This with 
the Course of Study, proved a great help to the schools. A healthy 
emulation pervaded the teachers and pupils and produced a more 
healthy tone than heretofore. 

Institute. — Our institute was regularly attended and a success. 
Over 140 members were present and enrolled. Profs. Kimler, 
Dodd, and Harris, brought the work down to the plane of the coun- 
try school. 

Examinations.— ^y^Q were held. They were rigid. Teachers 
were required to pass on their own merits. We have an over sup- 
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ply of teachora in this county ami examinations were made difficult, 
that the best teachers might be obtained. Eleven four year, eig^h- 
teen two year, one reissue, and nine one year certificates were iasuetl. 

Salaries. — Two districts reduned salaries; two raised them; and 
two remained stationary. Good teachers do not get eiioacrh waifs. 
The people do not realize that the school tax 'cbme-* directlv back 
to them through their children, and that teachers should be encoiir- 
n^ed to remain in the work. Our present teacher-i are over one- 
half better thiin the teachers of seven years ago. Then they 
taught but seven branches; now they teach eleven. Whilst the 
standing of the teachers has been raised, the salary is the ^ame. 
This is not proper appreciation, but the true teacher does not look 
at the salary, but works for the good of the children, and our 
schools, with few exceptions, are as good as are f jund elsewhere in 
the State. 

VUits. — I visited all the schools outside of Martinshurg. And 
found the teachers at their post of duty and hard at work, except 
three, one was closed for repairs, one for inclement wea'her, and 
one on account of sickness of the teacher. The Superintendent's 
salary should not be less than J500.00 in this county; his duties en- 
larged and all bis time given to the schools. Then we shall advance 
and have better schools. 

Blanks. — The blank reports as revii^ed are not uniform. They 
shonid be re-revised and made to correspond with one another. 

Suffffesiion. — See my report of last year. I have notbmg further 
to offer. It seems to me that though suggestions are made, and 
institute resolutions are passed, yet tbey must be packed away and 
never see the light of day again, for we hear nothingof them when 
our Legislature meets. 



BEKKELEY COUNTY, 1896. 
Jahes Sntdek, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor of submittins; to you my first Annual Report of 
the condition of the Free Schools in Berkeley county. 

The len«:th of school terms in live districts is eiorht mouths; in one 
district seven months, and in the Independent District of Martins- 
burff, ten months. 

We have seventy-one counti'y and village schools in the country 
districts; live ward schools, and one Grammar school in the Inde- 
pendent District of Martinsburg. 

These seventy-seven schools^ contain one hundre^l and two rooms, 
employing the same number of teachers. I visited every school 
room in the county last term and made it an aim to spend a half 
day in each room of the country schools and one-fourth day in 
every room of the city schools. I commenced visiting schools in 
January and found the m '>t of them well attended. 

In January, 1894, Mr. C. C. Tabler caused all of the country 
and village schools to be promptly graded according to the "State 
Manual." All teachers are required to fill out the Annual Grade 
Sheet at the close of each term and forward copies to the secretaries 
of their respective districts. The secretaries send the Grade Sheets 
to the County Superintendent, and they are copied by him and 
furnish matter for the next Annual Catalogue of schools. 

Two catalogues of the country and village schools have been 
published the past two years and the third one is being prepared. 

These catalogues give directions to teachers in regard to grading 
the schools; contain a synopsis of the Course of Study; show the 
grading of every j-chool and the classification of all pupils accord- 
ing to the plan laid down in the ^'State Manual," and also give an 
itemized financial statement of expenses of nearly all the districts. 

We find the Annual Catalogue to be a great aid in securing uni- 
form grading in all the schools as well as a great incentive to in- 
duce pupils to strive hard to complete the full Course of Study by 
seeing their names advanced from section to section as the Annual 
Catalogue is published. 

We are just beginning to realize the benefits of having our schools 
closely graded. In 1894 but two pupils graduated from the coun- 
try and village schools; in 1895 fifteen graduated: in 1896 thirty- 
eight took the examination, twenty-five graduated, the others failed 
to make the required average per cent. Probably seventy-five 
pupils will be ready to take the examination in the spring of 1897. 

We grade the questions for pupils' examination accordnigto tests 
for "graduation" laid down in the "State Manual," making this 
almost as rigid as the teachers' examination. Many of the gradu- 
ates apply for appointments to attend the State Normal School at 
Shepherdstown. 

W^e give rigid teachers' examinations in this county and then 
hew to the line in grading certificates, not caring where the chips 
fall. By doing this we have secured a good class of teachers for 
our schools. 

Our examining board decided to reissue four years' certificates 
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to those who had taught two years or more on them and had made 
teaching a success. 

We are enforcino: the law in regard to institute attendance. The 
institute held at Martinsburg last summer was attended by 161 
teachers — the largest enrollment ever reached in this county — and 
was ably conducted by Prof. A. L. Wade and Geo. E. Little. 



BOONE COUNTY, 1896. 
L. F. Vickers, County Siiperintendent 

1 have the honor of submitting to you my second Annual Report, 
of the condition of the public schools in Boone county. Our edu- 
cational interests are not in as prosperous a condition as I would 
like to see them, yet we are doing quite an amount of good work. 
We had several young ladies and young gentlemen come to the front 
this year to be examined for the purpose of teaching. 1'here ex- 
ists some obstacles in the way, of efficient work in our schools; the 
chief among these are irregular attendance, and a lack of interest 
on the part of the patrons. Our county is heavily taxed, and yet 
wages are low, $30 for a first grade certificate is the highest wav^es 
paid; yet, we have quite a number of wide awake, energetic teach- 
ers that are doing honest work. I have to confess for the teachers 
that they made an entire failure in the work of grading our schools. 
The teachers conceived the idea that it was a very great task, that it 
was hardly possible to do. I graded my j-chool as best I could and 
did not find it much of a task, but as there was no other school re- 
ported as graded, I did not report it. The present system of licens- 
ing and paying teachers does not recognize meritorious work, but 
rather serves to place many incompetent teachers in the school room. 
If the manner of grading certificates was changed and our teachers 
so paid that a No. 1 certificate commanded such a salary that its 
holder could not afford to leave the profession, and a holder of a 
No. 2 certificate could only afford to teach with the object of better 
preparations, and abandon No. 3 certificate's entirely, we would soon 
see an educational revival in West Virginia. I have spent consid- 
erable time in trying to make my report correct; we have some in- 
efficient secretaries who can not make reports correctly if returned 
to them ever so often. 1 may not have every thing exact; but, 
if you find a mistake of any note point it out and return my report 
to me for correction. If its only a meager error which it is your 
pleasure to correct, I shall acknowledge your favor with many 
thanks. 

In conclusion I tender to you my grateful acknowledgement for 
your acts of courtesy shown me during our official intercourse; and 
any favor I can render you in the future I shall do with pleasure. 
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BOONE COUNTY, 1896. 

J. S. Phipps, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith submit my first AnDiifil Report of the conditioii of 
the Free Schools of Boone county, for the year ending June 30, * 
1896, and hope you will find it correct, 

I have been at iiiuch trouble in Becurinfj; anything like accurate 
data, but after two weeks hard work, feel that I have succeeded. 1 
have reason to know that the standard of our teachers is rising. 
There teems to be a greater interest amon^ teachers, school offi- 
cers, and patrons of schools than ever before in the history of 
Boone county. I urged the teachers to giade their schools last 
year, and all, I believe, made an efi'ort to do so, but on account of 
the failure of parents to provide the proper books, their efforts 
were not alt'igether successful, but I am gratified with the degree 
'of success made by them. I have instructed the secretaries to re- 
quire the Grade Shof^ts to be made and tiled before granting the 
last month's salary to teachers. I feel safe in saying that there 
was a marked degree of impiovcment in our schools last year over 
that of any previous year, and we hope to be able to report great 
progress by another year. 

Our last institute was a good one, the largest attendance ever 
known in the county. I have been 'loing what I could for the 
great e<lucatioQal factor of our State — The West Virginia School 
Journal. 



BRAXTON COUNTY, 1895. 

R. B. NoRBis, County Superintendent. 

I beg leave to submit my Annual Report to you for this county 
which rt port bES bten lorg under pieptr&ticn, I have been care- 
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f ul to make the report correct from what data I had, but it is not 
cnmplete, as one district (Kanawha) was never reported to me by 
thesecretary of the Hoard of that district. 

Sicknf^ss of myself prevented me from visiting many of the 
schools last winter, but I am glad to report the condition of the 
schools of thi-» county to be very zooJ. Our teachers aream^ti- 
tioiis to prepare themselves for teaching. Zealous in their work, 
they have kept well abreast of the times in methods and means. 
Many of our teachers are students and graduates of the State Nor- 
mal Schools. 

I pronounce the educational sentiment of Braxtou county S'^nd. 

Much of the miscellaneous portion of this report is left blank, 
because it has not been reported to me, but the statistical p&rtioa 
thereof is correct. 

P. S. — After writing the above report, we went into Kanawha 
district and made ofl the report of that district as herein con- 
tained, as requested by you, which we hope will he- received, as 
thtt same is as correct and full as we can possibly make it under 
the circumstar.ces. 



BRAXrON COUNTY, 1S96. 
James E. Bauqhman, Coutity Saperintenden-t. 
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In obedience to the requirements of our school law, I have the 
honor to present herewith my tirst annual report of the statistical 
and linanctal condition of the schools in Braxton county, for the 
year ending June 30. 18i)6, I have been delayed on account of the 
slowness of the district secretaries to get a correct report. I trust 
yon will find this report correct. 

I'inanclal. — The receipts from all sources for the Teachers' Fimd 
for this county is $111,135.63, total credits allowed the sheriff 
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for teachers' salaries and all other purposes, $16,022.82, leaving a 
balance in the treasury of $3,112.89. 

The receipts from all sources for the Building Fund, is $11,842.88, 
total credits allowed sheriff at last settlement $9,279.87 ; balance 
in tieasury at close of the year 12,563.01. 

Length of Term. — In the Independent District of Sutton the 
schools were kept in operation for six months. In all other dis- 
tricts the length of term was five months. 

HouseH. — Our boards are wide-awake in this line and are building 
good and comfortable frame houses. Nine new houses were built 
last year. No houses have been destroyed the past year. The sani 
tary condi- tion of the houses are not very good. 

Jburniture. — Otter and Salt Lick Districts have replaced the old 
style seats with patent desks, while Holly District is seating all 
new houses with good desks. Birch and Kanawha Districts, so far, 
have done nothing in this respect. 

Apparatus, — All the districts, except Kanawha, have supplied 
their houses with apparatus consisting of charts treating on mr&t 
all the school branches. Three of the districts have purchased 
Worcester's Universal and Critical Dictionary and supplied each 
house with a copy. 

A^umber of iSc/iool^,— There is one graded and one hundred and 
thirty-one primary schools in the county, making one hundred and 
thirty-two in all.. 

Enrolbnent — Eighty per cent, of the enumeration of children 
of school age were enrolled in these schools, and the past year 
with some few exceptions has been oneof prosperity and success 
• Course of Study,— P^n effort has been made to grade all the 
schools. Most of themare tolerably well graded; but some are not 
graded as they shouldbe, owing in some instances to the teacher, 
but in most cases due to a lack ot books which were not supplied, 
preventing in many cases a strict grading being made. Six com- 
pleted the Course and received diplomas. 

Institute, — Our institute held at Sutton last August, and con- 
ducted by Professors W. O. Mills and T. L. Davies, was one of 
good interest. The character of the instruction was good and well 
received by the one hundred and fifty-six members in attendance. 

El aminations^ — Good teaching is the chief requisite of school 
work. It was our aim to give such examinations that we could 
know that those teaching our schools had the requisite knowledge 
to begin with. Three examinations were held and one hundred 
and seventeen received license to teach. Of these twenty-eight re- 
ceived license for four years, sixty for two years, and twenty-nine 
for one year. 

Salaries. — Two of the districts paid $26. 00, one $27.00 and the 
other two $25.00 per month to teachers holding No. 1 Certificates. 
Whatever may be said of us as teachers, I don't think it can be 
truthfully said that we are teaching for the money that "is in it." 

Visits. — I visited most of the schools and found the teachers 
and pupils for the most part interested in their work. A great 
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many teachers had a reading table, upon which was found educa- 
tional journals, the county papers, and other periodicals of benefit 
to both teacher and pupils. 

Tfie District Institute Work. — We have a splendid organization 
for district institute work, and it is very beneficial to all concerned 
with the school work of our county. 

Educatvyiml Department, — We have an "Educational Depart- 
ment" in IJie Braxton Democrat consisting of from one to three 
columns. It contains each week something of interest to the 
teacher, pati'ons, and school officers. 1 think the work is appre 
ciated by the people of our county. In closing my report, I desire 
to thank the school officers, teachers, and many friends of education 
for the respect, courtesy, and hospitality shown me while in the 
discharge of my official duties. 



BROOKE COUNTY, 1895. 

George W. Russell, County Superintendent. 

In presenting my Annual Report of the Brooke county schools 
for the school year ending June 30th, 1895, I am very much em- 
barrassed by the fact that I do not know more about the school 
room work, which is the actual test of the teacher's ability and of 
his success or failure. 

I am disappointed that our recent Legislature did not take 
action, on the recommendations of our Hon. State Superintendent^ 
and Governor that the County Superintendents be required strictly 
to superintend the schools and be paid for their services. Our 
Superintendent in the West Virginia School Journal has for one 
of his standing objects '"Better County and District Supervision," 
and our Hon. Governor pronounces in bis message to the Legis- 
lature, the superintendence of the schools by County Superintend- 
ents as "almost farcial," and I quite agree with him. 

I have f ulfille i, to the letter, the requirements of the law in 
visiting each school within my county and noting the course and 
method of instruction and the branches taught, and have given 
such directions in the art of teaching and the method thereof in 
each school as to me seemed necessary or expedient, etc., etc. And 
now I feel very poorly prepared to make a written report of the 
real condition of tne schools in this county. 

Of course I report the statistics showing moneys expended, 
number of schools, scholars, etc., as shown by reports of the 
secretaries which are practically and a! most exactly correct, and if 
this were all that is required, I would feel that I had performed 
my part of the work satisfactorily. But when it comes to report- 
ing the condition of the pulse and the very life of the schools by a 
r3rfect knowledge of the work, nominally under my supervision, 
have to plead inability. Because I would have to assume re- 
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sponsibilities that do not belong to me and do the work gratuitously. 

But as I am required to give my opinion of the condition of the 
schools based on what knowledge 1 possess from my visits and con- 
tact with teachers and other school ofiBcers, patrons and scholars, 
1 believe the schools are improving in efficiency every year and 
this year is not an exception. 

The Manual and Graded Course of Study when first introduced 
was quite a bug-bear to some of our teachers, and especially to 
those who have belonged to the go-as-you-please class, but it is now 
becoming easier as experience teaches how to apply and classify 
under its instructions. This matter should be freely and fully dis- 
cussed at our Institutes that the younger may learn from the older, 
and there may be harmony and system throughout the county and 
State. 

1 had the pleasure of granting diplomas to Misses Lizzie. V. 
Craft, Bessie M. Lauck, Annie McBroom, and Messrs. Macauly 
Somerville, Geo. Fred Jones, and Eugene Curtis, applicants from 
Bethany Schools, and No. 13, (Henderson's), Mrs. Eddie 1. Jones, 
teacher, after an examination with Profs. B. T. Blanpied, Pres. of 
Board of Education of Buffalo District, and John Hindman, 
Principal Bethany Schools, as assistants. 

I hope the number of applicants will increase yearly until a large 
per cent, of our scholars will graduate from our free schools and 
receive their diplomas which will be honorable testimonials of their 
diligence, perseverence, and faithfulness during their school life. 
We have aimed in our examination of applicants to require the 
merit necessary to procure a diploma to equal a No. 2 teacher's 
certificate. 

The pupils graduated under my predecessor, Mr. J. C. Kemp, 
March 30, 1893, are as follows: Messrs. Edmund Wynne, Judson 
Craft, and John Trible, and Misses Faith Isreal, Goldie M. Scott, 
Ola Scott, and Zona Scott. 

We propose in the future to invite the teachers of applicants to 
take p^rt, under our supervision, in the examinations. 

Our teachers are conceiving the idea of a professional standard 
and our schools will never be what they should until th© standard 
is reached. 

We organized a Teachers' Library Association at the beginning 
of the year and now have about 50 carefully selected books which 
are being read and studied by our best teachers. We consider it 
quite a factor in securing good work and enabling teachers to see 
outside of the little field in which they are working, and realize 
how great and important the work is considered by our best 
thinkers and best men. 

I find a disposition on the part of some of our teachers, holding 
four- year certificates, to become careless about prof essional reading 
and school room work, apparently with the feeling that the certifi- 
cate makes them first class teachers and no further effort is 
necessary. There are but few and they will soon find themselves 
stranded, and working ^^No. 2's" taking their places. 
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Our institutes are without any <loulit doins: good work and are 
worth all they cost the State. My constmction of the law is that 
a teacher is no less qualified to teach without having uttendeii an 
instiaite five days in the State lor the school year, than if he did 
not hold a certidcate from the board of examiners 

Tbu examination of it tfacher is a very imperfect method of 
ascertaining his ability to do actual work in the school room. 
About one-half of hi-* grading should be from his worii and not 
from bis ability to enswer questions as to how work should be 
done. Our employers are giving more weight yearly to tho 
teacher's reputation as a teacher, ^nd less to bis certificate But 
unfortunately a teacher's n'putati on is not always in harmdny with 
his character. Some teachers have the knack of getting the good 
will of their patrons by various devicesas blow-outs and neivKpaper 
notoriety at the close of iheir schools, while their good solid 
work has amounted to almost zero. 

But 1 fear 1 am becoming tedious and will close by saying that 
1 consider that Brooke county will fonipare very favorably witn 
other counties in the State in her educational work in the past and 
her ability and prospects of doing good work in the future. 

As to " ex [>l a nations'' of financial and statistical reports herewith 
snbmitt'd, 1 btlicvo none are needed as I say to our secretaries. 
"A perfect report needs no explanations as it is self-explanatory." 

I have taken pains to have this report correct and 1 think you 
will find it so, at l*-ast so far as my work is concerned. 

The only irregularity wilt be found in column No. :>!, (blank as 
to heading) where the Wellsburg Board transferred J214.65 from 
the Building Fund to the Teachers' Fund to buy furniture and 
make repairs, which I had to place there to preserve balances. 
Said Board is allowed that privilege up to the present time, hut, 
1 believe, not hereafter. 

I wish you success in the high standard you have established. 



BROOKE COUNTY, 1896. 
Geo, W. Russell, County Superintendent. 
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In compliance with the requirements of the School Law, I here- 
with submit my Annual Report of the statistical and financial con- 
dition of the schools of Brooke county, for the year ending June 
30, 18y6. 

The work of the year has been in some respects better than the 
proceeding, and there is nothing of special interest to report. We 
will, however, give some of our views on the present status of our 
school system, as indicated by its workinfifs in this portion of the 
State. We have too many aspirants trying to teach without Normal 
training, and of course without experience. They have merely 
suflScient knowledge of the "branches to be taughi" to procure a 
certificate, generally a No. 2, and are often employed on their cer- 
tificate alone, and after a few years Jearning how to teach at the* 
expense of their pupils, either become good teachers or conclude 
they have mistaken their calling and quit and allow others to take 
their places, probably equally unqualified for the work. I think 
a remedy can be provided by the trustees using the same care 
and judgment they would in employing a physician or attorney, 
when life or money is at stake. A diploma or certificate hung up 
in an office would count for but little, but experience, reputation, 
and success would be considered. Our schools will never be what 
they should until teaching becomes a profession and the same de- 
mands are made upon it and the same compensation allowed as in 
other professions. Our best thinkers are not satisfied with our school 
system and the time is coming when a crisis will be reached, if not 
a revolution. A more efficient way will be called for and pointed 
out and the present system remodeled or overturned. For how 
many years have our best school workers been calling for better 
supervision of county and district schools, and what has been ac- 
complished ? Nothing. If it takes years to obtain law on a subject 
so indisputable as this, what encouragement is there for trying to 
accomplish anything in the way of growth and improvement? We 
have in our system much that is good, which we hope will not be 
lost, as it is ihe product of much patient labor, but we must 
strengthen our weak places or the whole superstructure will fall to 
pieces. We believe our Brooke county schools are equal to the 
best in the State, but are far short of what they should be and we 
do not believe much improvement can be made until we have some 
much needed and well known changes in our free school system. 



CABELL COUNTY, 1895. 

Henderson Davis, County SupermtendenL 

This, my fourth Annual Report for the year ending June 30, 
1895, should have been received at your office before this, but cir- 
cumstances would not permit of sending it sooner. 



162 Repoet of State Superintendent 

summary of general statistics. 

Total number of school houses, 1894 » 88 

Total number of school houses, 1895 95 

Increase 7 

Total number of teachers employed, 1894 98 

Total number of teachers employed, 1895 105 



Increase 7 

Enumeration of youth, 1894, including both white and colored.. 5,117 

Enumeration of youth, 1895, including both white and colored 5,595 

Increase ; 478 

We have more pupils in Central City than can be accommodated. 
The board intended to build this year, but will not, as the present 
law will not allow it to incur a debt for any purpose. 

I am of the opinion, that the law authorizing Boards of Educa- 
tion to bond districts for the purpose of building school houses, etc 
passed by last Legislature, is defective; that it would be a ffood 
idea that, when trustees deem it essential to make repairs on school 
house or grounds, they be compelled by law to get the consent 
of the Board of Education before they make them; that four 
years' certificates should not be renewed under any circumstances; 
that teachers who do not grade and classify their schools accord- 
ing to State Manual, should have their certificates revoked. If you 
had heard the flimsy excuses offered by some of our old teachers 
at the institute, I am persuaded that yuu would be of the same 
opinion. 

With this Report my term of office as County Superintendent of 
Cabell closes. It is hoped that my successor, C. W. Paine, Esq., 
will be able to accomplish more for the cause of education than I 
have done. 

1 desire to express my thanks to you, to the teachers, and to the 
many friends of education for courtesies extended, and for hospi- 
tality shownme in the discharge of my many arduous duties. 



OF Free Schools. 
CABELL COUNTY, 1896. 
C. W. Paine, 





i\% 




1 


r? 


k. 


e 


a 


2 


* 


:h 


^ 


























KAMKS OF 


s 




= 




5. 


S. 




i; 


s 








MAOIBTEKIAL AND 
INBKPESDGNT 


1 


% 


2| 


3 


i 


Isi 


II 


f? 


J^ 


i^ 


s= 


D13TK1CTS- 


•s 


^i 


= 5 


il 


^1 




5| 


ii 


i^ 


3? 




^= 




a 


" 








'• 




















m» 






1W 




11 






I 1 uo w 




































































































































GnjBDdDtte lud 




A h 
















(HI 


i,a»7i 


l,liOT«B 


TotHia 


101 


■-36 


« 


■iSTflSBO. 


■m 


s^i low, 




» 8.831 17 


tlO,aiJi 77 



In compliance with section 56 School Law of West Virginia, I 
will try, briefly, to outline the condition of the country and villac^ 
schools of our county. Then I must offer a few lines of explana- 
tion. 

Outside the city of Huntington we have one hundred 
and one good, comfortable school buildings, most of them 
with good furniture, and that they are not furnished with 
better apparatus is not wholly attributable to indifference 
of Boards of Education, but to "hard i^imes." We have 
no report whatever from the Huntington schools. But out- 
side 01 the city we have an enumeration of 5,882 youth of school 
age, with an enrollment of 4,126. And I can well remember the 
time when the enrollment did not amount to one-half the enumer- 
ation. That our school system is becoming endeared to the people 
is plainly shown by the improved school buildings, their improved 
condition, their better furniture, by the teacher himself, and by the 
better attandance of pupils. We have now under construction 
two fine buildings, one in Central City, with six rooms, the 
other in Milton, with four rooms. We have as yet had no colored 
schools outside the Independent Districts ; this year there will be 
one in Central City. This report is unusually late, but our secre- 
taries were delayed in their reports by late settlements with sheriff, 
even as late as the 6th of August, 
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CALHOUN COUNTY, 1895. 
Bee Hopkins, County SuperintendeaL 

In presenting this, my second Annual Report of the condition of 
the schools of Calhoun county, I do so with a feeling of satisfaction 
at the thought of the progressive woik of the teachers the past 
year. I predicted this in my last report and that prediction has 
been more than verified. Our new two-story school building is 
now in process of erection at Arnoldsburg, and the same has been 
supplied with patent desks, the first of the kind in the county, and 
I hope soon to see all our school houf^es supplied with these desks. 

I visited about ninety per cent, of the schools of the county, and 
found them, with few exceptions, prosperous and the teachers 
alive to their work. I must say, however, that we have a few 
teachers who are in the '*old ruts," but they are rapidly being 
pushed out of the profession 

There is a strong feeling among our people that teachers who 
use alcoholic drinks, or tobacco, should not be employed to teach 
our youth. The greatest hinderance to the efficiency of our sys- 
tem, is the low ealary paid the teachers. As I said in my former 
report, the minimum salary for first grade certificates should, in 
no case, be less than thirty dollars per month. The increase in the 
number of months in the school term from four to five months, 
by the last Legislature, was a long step in the riarht direction. 1 
hope soon to see the number increased to six months, and finally to 
eight months. So long as the youth of our land are out of the 
school room more month« in the year than they attend school, we 
can not hope for that progress that we see in other States that 
have Jong terms of school. Our teachers did the best they could 
in grading their schools according to the Manual, but the lack of 
books interfered with their work of grading and classifying. 

All the duties required of a County Superintendent are not 
pleasant duties. There is, however, pleasure to be derived in mix- 
ing with those engaged in the grand and noble work of bringing 
up the youth in the w^ay they should go, and w hen my mind re- 
verts to my travels over the hills and valleys of old Calhoun, when 
I visited the teachers in their schools, it awakens recollections of 
courtesies and kindnesses shown me by teachers and patrons, yes, 
and the boys and girls, I met there. Now as 1 close my adminis- 
tration, 1 feel assured that the tidal w^ave of popular education is 
today waving her banner over all the land of our "Mountain 
State," with no uncertain meaning, and let us hope that the time is 
not far distant when w^e shall have her name proudly enrolled among 
the most enlightened and progressive States of the Union. 1 wish 
you continued success in your noble efforts to raise the standard 
of education in our State. In turning the office over to my suc- 
cessor, I am sure that the schools of our county will be in safe and 
competent bands. 



OF Free Schools. 

CALHOUN COUNTY, 1806. 

J. H. KoBEKTB, County Superintendent. 
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We are entiroly unable to carry out the work as laid down in 
the Graded Manual, in this county, as our schools are deficient in 
all the appliances that a modern school should have. The pupils 
are not supplied with necessary text-books and there is no way 
pos'sible to compel thoir attendance. Aa County Superintendent I 
can advise, but have no power whatever to enforce suggestions. 

I am in favor of having the achoo] law so amended that the 
Boards of Education furnish books without cost to students ; that 
provisions be made to supply all the schools with apparatus and 
that we have a compulsory system of education in West Virginia, 
and would also favor a law requiring all the schools to open at the 
same time, thereby spcuring an uniformity in the workings of the 
system, which it would be otherwise impossible to attain. 

Taking all in all, I am somewhat encouraged with the results of 
the past year's work and believe that with the co-operation of the 
teachers and other school officers, supported by the patrons of the 
several schools, more can be accomplished the coming year than has ' 
been in the past. 



CLAY COUNTY, 1895. 

C, E. Mullens, County Superintendent. 

I hereby submit my last Annual Keport of the free schools of 
my county, hoping you will find it correct. I hope you will par- 
don my tardiness which is partially the result of two causes: First, 
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my Becretaries were late in setting in their reports. Second, my 
hUnk reports were misplacea and lost, (supposed to have lost in 
removing my papers to this place) and I had to write to Superin- 
tendent Sizeraore, and get his. 

The condition of our schools is much the same as last year ; but 
there seems to be quite a growth of sentiment among the teachers 
and patrons in favor ef the "Manual and Graded Course of Study," 
which we think is an omen of good for the future. 1 was prevented 
from ffi^nng the school work the time I desired to and should have 
done, Dy much sickness in my family and by financial embarrass- 
ment. 

Our boards are providing beautiful and commodious frame 
houses for the accommodation of our youth as rapidly as funds will 
permit. They have built ten creditable bouses in the last two 
years. They nave also provided several houses with patent desks: 
have bought some maps, etc., and we think a few years will see our 
ttchool system well to the front. If the people could only get the 
^^spelling booh educatioTC^ idea out of their minds, and provide 
hooks suitable for grading the schools, thereby aiding the teachers 
to do systematic work, a great deal would be gained. But the 
teacher and the parent are not sufficiently in touch with each other 
— there is a lack of mutual sympathy and respect between them. 
The teacher, if he knows his business, surely ought to be the judge 
of what the pupil should study. But in many instances instead of 
the parents asking the teacher what books the children should use 
the teacher inquires what the parents want the pupil to study. 

So I hoping that these and all other evils to our school systems 
may be remedied as speedily as possible.' 



CLAY COUNTY. 1896. 
J. A. SiZEMOBE, County Superintendent. 
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I have the pleasure of sending you herewith my Annual Beport 
of the condition and progress of the Free Schools i^ Clay county. 
I can not say that their condition is so good and their progress so 
rapid as I would be pleased to see. Many of our houses are very 
voor, having no suitable seating, desks, blackboards, etc. None 
nave any apparatus worthy of mention. However, under the ad- 
ministration of my predecessor, Mr. Mo Hens, a considerable reform 
was inaugurated in the line of buildings. This is being continued 
and in the course of a few years we hope to have suitable houses for 
the accommodation of all our pupils. Our boards are also putting 
in patent desks as fast as funds will permit. 

It seems that the work of grading goes very slow. The people 
complain that they cannot keep up with the changes in text-books, 
and none of our schools are well supplied in that line. Hence, the 
teachers say they cannot grade their schools with all sorts of text- 
hooks in them. However, a majority of our teachers are using the 
'^Graded Manual," and are thereby improving their schools, the 
obstacles to the contrary, notwithstanding. The secretaries have 
failed to report to me the number of pupils in the various grades, 
in all the districts except two, and their reports reached me so late 
that I could not return them. 

Forty-nine sub-districts are reported; but, really, in Henry dis- 
trict, there were thirteen schools ordered this years. There is also 
a Union school supported partly by Otter District, Clay county, 
and partly by Roane county. So that in reality, we have fifty-one 
schools. 



DODDRIDGE COUNTY, 1895. 
F. E. Strickling, County Superintendent 

I respectfully submit my second Annual Report of the con- 
dition of the schools of Doddridge county. I visited all the schools 
in the county last winter, and found the teachers, with but few 
exceptions, doing good honest work. About half our schools have 
been graded according to the State Manual. All have made an 
effort in this direction, and as a result all are partially graded. 

The greatest hindrance to the cause of education in this county 
is the low salaries paid our teachers. Some of our districts are 
only paying S25 per month for first grade teachers, consequently, 
on account of low wages, about half our schools each winter are 
taught by inexperienced teachers. 

I believe that our schools in this State will never be what they 
should be until our teachers are paid better wages and we have 
longer terms of school. 



Report of State Superintendent 

DODDRIDGE COUNTY, 1896. 

Jonathan Ramset, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith submit my first Annual Report of the free schools 
of Doddridge county. In general theschnols are advancing and I 
feel proud to say that we have an energetic set of teachers in uur 
county. I believethey are doing all that they could reasonably be 
expected to do in their work as ti-achers. 1 wouid like to say as 
much of all our district school officers; but from some of their 
late acts 1 can not do so. The standard of education has been 
raised in our county from year to year, but it seems as though 
some Boards of Education (speaking f rom their actions) are deter- 
mined to drive all our best teachers from us, for they have been 
reducing the wages almost every year until they now in some 
of the districts have them down to the limit; but amid all this 
our schools are doing as well as could be expected. 

The majority are now graded according to the State Manual, 
and I am glad to say that nearly all our teachers are subscribers to 
the West Virginia School Journal, 



FAYETTE COUNTY, 1895. 

H. H. Bennett, County Superintendent. 

I have the honor of submitting to you my Annual Report of the 
schools of this county. 
L Our schools, I suppose, are on an average with the country 
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schools — neither highest and best, nor lowest and worst. I believe 
our schools are not as good as they should be, everythino: advant- 
ageoulsy considered. The Board of Examiners is the ^'Needle's Eye^' 
through which come teachers into thearena to do work. This ''eye" 
has not been carefully and judiciously guarded. We have too many 
inferior teachers, who, of course, holding '*No. ones," under our 
present system of employment, can unlock any school however re- 
sponsible and important the work of that school may be. The Board 
should be far m«>re careful to give the county tried and experienced 
teachers. The present system of employment needs modification, 
or to be changed entirely. It can never V^e successful. It were 
better if trustees were paid a reasonable sum for their services, but 
st'll I am sure that there is a better way to get teachers in the best 
places. The management of the schools of this county for the last 
year, at least, in the employment of teachers, has convince! me 
that a Methodist itineracy system would be better. The rights 
teacher is not often found in the right place. It seems to me that 
the County Superintendent and his advisers could better supply 
the schools. He, of course, should be well qualified, and acquaint 
himself with the peculiar needs of each school in his county. As 
it is, the teachers know that they are not always, yea, rarely ever, 
where they are most needed. 

Ttiis year, Fayette's b«st, or among the ablest, teachers are with- 
out employment. No profession should lose its best material. It 
requires some of 'the very ' Joshuas" to battle down the walls of 
prejudice and popularize the Free School System. My judorment 
is, that the majority of Fayette's schools have to be taught this 
winter by teachers wholly unqualified and of no experience. Many 
of them have come from other counties, and the trustees will gen- 
erally take them in preference to their own home teachers. They 
are *'new brooms" and expected to sweep well. Their only refer- 
ence is their certificate, which, as I have intimated, is a very unsafe 
guide. The itineracy thus set up would furnish our best and ablest 
teachers employment and, if there is a surplus, it should be the 
youna: and foreign teachers. This would encourage our teachers 
to better qualify themselves, and give character to the profession. 

The teachers are doing very little toward grading the schools, as 
they should, and might do. It is an easy matter for them to furn- 
i^h. the secretary something which they call a "Grade Sheet," but 
they know nothing about it, as to whether it is correct or not. 
The County Superintendent, if he were well qualified, could better 
grade the schools on a uniform plan. This ho would not have 
time to do in Fayette. It would require one for each district. 



Report of State Superintendbhi 

FAYETTE COUNTY, 1896. 

James Abmstbono, County Supermtendent. 
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Please excuse my delay in transmittiag my Annual Report of the 
free schools of Fayette county, for tSe year ending, June 30, 
1896. OwiDg to unavoidable delays by the Boards of Education, 
secretaries and sheriff, my report is not what I would have it. I 
have endeavored to make it as accurate as 1 could from the reports 
made me. We ha*! a large and regular attendance at the institute 
this year, which was due in a groat measure to the enforcement of 
the school law. Our institute, conducted by Prof. F. P. Harris 
was decidely a success. Wo have an able body of teachers who ai-e 
doing fairly good work, and we believe that Fayette county ranks 
among the l^ing counties of the State in educational development. 
There are so many schools in the county, that it is quite difficult 
for the County Superintendent to reach them all without traveling 
over the territory twice. I think we need an earnest, vigorous effort 
all over the State to enforce the Grading System to a greater ex- 
tent than anything else. I have used all means in my power to en- 
force its introduction in Fayette county, and expect to continue my 
efforts in that direction. The great drawback in our Primary 
Schools has been random teaching. The teacher who takes the 
"State Manual" as his guide will not teach at random, but will lead 
the child's mind into channels of thought. Our Boards of Education 
are building large handsome frame houses, and providing them 
with all that is necessary for the comfort of both teachers and pu- 
pils. 

One of the mo&t hurtful things is non-attendance in the schools. 
I think we need a compulsory law, with all necessary provisions 
compelling pupils to attend the free schools. I think the County 
Superintendent should have an additional allowance for postage and 
Btationery as the salary is small and the correspondence great. 
My expenses for material during the past year nas bein nearly 
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twenty dollars. Trustees should receive something for their ser- 
vice as well as other scbool officers. We can not get the most 
able and best men without paying them something for their time. 
They would manifest a greater interest if they were paid. I will 
not close my report without saying a word for the West Virginia 
School Journal. It is an important factor in our work throughout 
the State and should find its way into the home of every teacher. 
No teacher can teach well without it. In conclusion permit me 
to extend my thanks to you for the manner in which 1 have beeli 
treated by you in all our communications. 



GILMER COUNTY, 1895. 
P. R. T. Lynch, County Superintendent, 

In making this my last Annual Report, I close my four years 
work as Superintendent. Eighty -five schools were taught the past 
year, besides the Glenville Independent District school. 

Also, the colored school of the Glenville Independent District. 

Eighty-seven in all, employing eighty-nine teachers. 

Center District has twenty- one sub-districts and twenty-four 
schools. 

Troy District has twenty-two sub-districts and twenty-two 
schools, with twenty-three teachers, — the school at Troy town 
employing: two teachers. 

Glenville District has twenty sub-districts and twenty schools. 

DeKalb District has nineteen sub-districts and nineteen schools. 

Our teachers find it very difficult to grade their schools, in con- 
sequence of pupils not having the necessary books; hence but a 
few schools were graded according to the Manual and these were 
not reported by the secretaries. I am sorry this was the case. 
There must be some way by which pupils can be supplied with the 
necessary books for the grading of the schools before the grading 
system can be a success. 

A great many of our best teachers are leaving the profession of 
teaching, consequently most of our schools are taught by young 
and inexperienced teachers. 

This will be the case so long as we have such low wages. The 
fiviB months' term will be a stimulant to the teachers. 

In closins^ my official work, I do not turn my back upon school 
work; I will t**ach ten months this year. My whole heart is in the 
work, and I shall ever be found a friend to the cause of education. 



Repobt op State SuPEBiNTEHDfcNr 

GILMER COUNTY, 1896. 

Asa B. Harris, County Superintendent. 
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The schools of this county are in a very good condition. Our 
people take more interest in education ut tbis time than at any 
time in the past. Young people of the best fatuities are engasied in 
teflcbing. Many of the leading men of our county are teachers, 
or have been in the past. The (irading System has been more care 
fully and tborougnly applied this year than ever before. And, 
although many of our schools have not been properly graded, yet 
the System has been of a great help to us, by placing a deiinito 
amount of work— a definite object — before each pupil; viz., The 
completion of the Free School Course, within a prescribed time. 

Many of our schools are supplied with Charts which greatly as- 
sif-t the teachers. 

We are building some new school houses each year, and furnish- 
ing them with patent desks. 

I would respectfully suggest that the School Law be changed so 
as to appoint a certain day for all the Boards of Education to meet 
at the sheriff's office and make their annual settlcmect with the 
Sheriflf. The settlements to he under the supervision of the Coun- 
ty Superintendent. 

That' number one certificates be made good throughout the State, 
That No. 2 certificates be good only in the county where issued. 
And that the same rate of compensation be paid both grades. And 
that DO number three certificates be issued hereafter. 



OP Fkee Schools. 173 

GRANT COUNTY, 1895. 

Joseph L. Rexroad, County Superintendent, 

In submitting this, my fourth Annual Report of the schools of 
Grant county, I am sorry I cannot say I believe the past school 
year to have been the most successful of my supervision. There 
seems to have been a feeling of contention and dissatisfaction in 
the county during the past year, especially in one district, caused, 
I presume, by the illegal proceedings of the Board of Education. 
Bat a change has been made in that body and the action of the new 
Board in restoring some discontinued schools and fixing the teach- 
ers' salaries more uniform, has, I believe, had the desired effect in 
bringing about general satisfaction. We have quite a number of 
very successful teachers who are able and always willing to more 
than comptnj^ate for the money paid them. And yet we have some 
"school keepers," (as 1 suppose every other county has) who are 
bettor qualified, and most likely in their sphere, to engage in clear- 
ing the forests or cleaning the streets. And it ^eems they are like 
the }jOor— ''we will have them with us." To get rid of them 
would be the beginning of a new era in the education of West Vir- 
ginia. Our county has the name of having rigid examinations, 
but while we may make our examinations diflScult, we aim to make 
them practical. 

We have made some progress in grading our schools. And 
while a number have been graded, a largfer number have not been 
graded. Out of ten applicants for Free School Diplomas we issued 
eight. Bat when we state the facts of the Grading System in 
Grant county, we must say it is yet in its infancy, and we believe 
its success in the common country schools depends upon a long and 
continued effort. 

We must continue long enough to wear out the **old fogy" idea 
that a boy or girl needs to study the three *'RV' only. And it 
seems to me among the Primary and Intermediate grades is the 
place to try hardest to enforce the system. And, while we appre- 
ciate the act of the Legislature in making the minimum school 
term five months, it did not effect the schools of Grant county. 
We had already, by the voice of our people, decided that question 
by a large majority in favor of from five to eight months school- 
There are other impediments which hinder the progress of our 
schools, scarcity of books and irregular attendance being among 
them. The latter seems to be the greatest hindrance of the Graded 
System. It does seem to me that a limited compulsory educa- 
tion law would be beneficial to the schools of West Virginia, and 
we hope the time is near at hand when the bright-eyed boy of the 
mountain cot and hillside hut, who by his parent is deprived of that 
God-given privilege in a f »*ee land and free country, will be per- 
mitted to enter the school room and there be prepared for a life of 
usefulnetts. 



Keport of State Superintendent 

GRANT COUNTY, 1896. 

Joseph L. Rexroau, County Superintendent. 
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1 take pleasure in avain submitting my Annual Keport of the 
sehooU of Grant county. And wliile I am sorry that I cannot send 
ap a report of all sunshine and progi-ess, 1 can say we are in the 
work. AutI while there are many things to commend amon^ our 
schools, there are some things to censure. Our Hoards of Educa- 
tion are to be commended for the interest and pride they are taking 
in building large and roomy school houses, and furnishing them 
witik ihe best of patent desks. We are glad that they are pullinjj 
down the rostrum (the stumbling block for class recitation at the 
beard) and that there is no special spot in the room prepared for 
the teacher where pupils are not alio wed to set foot. And we are 
pleaded to know that our teachers, with few exceptions, have long 
since seen the error of their way, and instead of having one spot 
in the room sacred to themselves, they have shown their energy by 
making the whole room the rostrum. In the last few years there 
have been many teachers going out and coming into the profession, 
which change has a tendency to hinder the progress of our schools 
lor a short period — the experienced giving way to the inexpe- 
rienced. 

The experienced teachers who have gone out of the profession 
have not left it because they disliked the work, but because they 
have found something else with a better salary. 

The teacher does not complain so much about the small com- 
pensation per month as that of the year— that is, of the short terir. 
The present salary with the short school term is not sufficient to 
make and keep good teachers in our rural districts. 

Our teachers have been making some progress in the Graduating 
System. A number of our sgdooIb nave been graded. Others 
will be ^^<i^ in the near future, and some it may take years to 

Sade. xhe irregular attendance and the insufficiency of books are ' 
6 great hindering oauses of educational progress. When will 
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these be adjusted? Could not our Legislature do sometbiDg to 
supply these wants? Give us a limited compulsory school law, and 
a necessary supply of school books for those who are unable to 
buy them, and tnere will be very few young people grow to 
ntianhood and womanhood without a limited education. 
• It is sad to know that young men and young women are growing 
up among the hills of West Virginia, expecting to form a part of 
our State and help to support the government, and yet cannot read 
the song of "America" or sing the "West Virginia Hills." 

But as teachers and citizens, we must do the best we can to pre 
pare the boys and girls of the present to be the men and women of 
the future. 



GREENBRIER COUNTY, 1895. 

W . F. LowANCE, County Superintendent. 

I hereby submit to you my fourth Annual Report of the condi- 
tion of the schools of Greenbrier county, and 1 hope you find it 
correct. Allow me in the first place to thank yourself and clerks 
for the kindness and courtesy shown me since I have been corre- 
sponding with your oflSce. 

I think the schools of Greenbrier county have made marked im- 
provement within the four years which 1 have had the honor of 
being their supervisor. We have a better class of teachers than we 
had four years ago, although some of our good teachers have been 
driven from the profession on account of low wages. Our houses 
are better furnished, and, fi:enerally speaking, the pupils attend 
more regularly; patrons and officers take more interest in the work- 
ing of the schools; the term is longer; and there are signs of ad- 
vancement all along the line. While this is the case, our teachers 
are poorly paid for their services. Instead of making an advance- 
ment on the teachers' wages this year, nearly all of our Boards 
have made a reduction in the salary of the teachers. 

The Manual and Graded Course of Study has been adopted in 
nearly all the schools of the county, and I think in most instances 
with marked success, I find where the Manual is adhered to that 
the work of the teacher and pupil is mere systematic than it would 
be otherwise. We had thirty-five graduates from the Free School 
Coui'se this year, a number of which pupils attended the county ex- 
amination and are now teaching. 

Our Institute conducted by Prof. Thomas E. Hodges, of Hunt- 
ington, was a marked 'Success. It was well attended by the teach- 
ers, and the instruction was of that character that will do the 
teacher good in his every day work in the school room. 

We will gladly welcome rrof . Hodges among us at any time in 
the future. The teachers associations and institutes are among 
the important factors of the educational work of Greenbrier 
oountyt 



Befoht of State Scpebditendent 

GREENBRIER COUNTY, 1896. 

Alex. Thompson, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor of anbniittino; to you my first Annuual Report 
of free schools of Greenlirier couDty, Wo have one hundred and 
fifty five schools, employing one hundred and Bevenly-four teachers 
(including Lcwishurg, which is an Independent Dibirict), I have 
visited every t-chool in the county once, aad 8ome of them twice, 
and can say with great pleasure, that the present work is very en- 
couraging. Our teachers, with a few exceptions, are doing good, 
Batisfactory work. I feel vtry proud of the yo'ing energetic teach- 
ers we have. 

The young teachers who merited No. 1 certificates last year and 
taught, I find going to school this year, an act which promises 
rapid progress in the educational work. We surely need a com- 
pulsory school law, as a great many children receive no educa- 
tion at all. The groat question, perhaps the greatest, nbich mura 
the interest and hinders the progress of our schools is the irregu- 
lar attendance. How many teachers have we who can keep up 
energy in the school room for weeks at a time with but half a 
dozen pupils present? Would not a limited compulsory law 
remedy this! Not until we can secure better attendance can we 
make the progress in educational matters that this age demands 
We need better and larger houses and good blackboards. We do 
not approve of buying a $5.00 chart and paying ¥37.50 for it. 
Our Boards must keep their eyes on the taxpayers. Our institute 
this year was very interesting. We had a very large and regular 
attendance. We believe in district association work, which we 
began very early and had 8i)me very successful meetings which 
added great interest and gave a true spirit lo onr » ork. The law 
ooaoerninK Ko, 3 oertificfttes ought to be repealed aad only have 
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first and second grade certificatCiS issued. I think our examina- 
tion questions are too long, they ought to be shorter and have fewer 
teachers in examination at onetime. 

In conclusion, I tender to you my grateful acknowledorment for 
your many acts of kindness shown me during our oflSeial inter- 
course and hope you may be successful in all your undertakings. 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, 1895. 

J. F. TuTWiLER, County Superintendent. ' 

. In submitting this my fourth Annual Report of the progress 
and conditions of the schools of Hampshire county for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1895, I feel justified in saying that a gradual improve- 
ment is visible in the school work. 1 made one hundred and ten 
visits to the schools during the past winter. I visited all the schools 
but two and noted carefully the work and methods of the teachers, 
the wor^: of the pupils, the condition of school property and the 
interest manifested by the parents, and I can truly say that the 
people are in sympathy with the free school system. 

We are glad to say that most of our teachers are willing and are 
trying to grade their schools according to the State Manual. We 
did not have any pupils to finish the Course of Study this year, but 
think there will be a number that will be ready or able to do so 
by the next year. The Boards of Educatien have built four new 
school houses in tl^^ past year. Springfield District spent $4:2 for 
colored children taught at home, you will notice that I put it in 
column 14, for No. 3 teachers, though we had no number 3 teachers 
employed. I would have had my report in sooner, but on account 
of one or two secretaries who never know how to balance a report 
and always give me trouble. I think you will find it correct, at 
least as peary so as it can be made from the data that I have at 
hand. With this report mv work as County Superintendent of 
Hampshire county closes with the school year endinsf June 30, 
1 895. In conclusion I desire to extend to you my grateful acknowl- 
edgement for your many acts of courtesy shown me, and to thank 
the teachers and many friends of education for the hospitality 
shown me in the discharge of my many duties. 



Rbpobt of State Superintendeitt 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, 1896. 

Chas. N. Hiett, CourUy Superintendent 
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I herewith aubrrit my first Annual Report of the schools of 
Hampsbire county. * * * My aseociatesontheBoardof Examiners 
for the past year were Miss Arlie Pugh and Mr. A. C. Congill. 
Realising the fact that our teachers need something to spur them 
on to greater efforts, we decided to renew no eertiScate, except 
upon actual examination, and we so framed our examinations that 
only the best qualified teachers in tbe county were able to obtain 
No. 1 certificates. We now call upon Boards of Education to give 
A liberal salary to holders of first grade certificates, and if they will 
respond, we feel confident that by the two Boards thus working 
together, the one attaching such a salary to the position as to make 
it desirable, and the other interposing such restraints as to bar 
incapables from entering the grade, great good may be accom- 
plished and every teacher in the county who is worthy of tbe name 
placed upon his mettle— those who are already in tbe class, work- 
ing to retain their positions, and those who hold lower grades, 
striving to enter the favored cla«s. 

The blanks for the County Superintendent's report which were 
furnished my predecessor and turned over by him to me, having 
been lost when my office burned in June last, 1 have been com- 
pelled to use for this report, the blanks intended for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1897. Having thus tested the blanks by actual use 
twelve months in advance of other Superintendents, 1 am enabled 
to offer some criticisms which I hope may be useful in enabling 
the State Superintendent to improve them. 

The vertical columns are generally toonarrow to receive the fig- 
ures without crowding, and the vertical line which separates the 
dollars from tbe cents in columns 11 to 14 inclusive, Js entirely 
lacking. In column 186, the grand total has the improper sub- 
heading; "males and females." On tbe inside of the fourth cover, 
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the names and addresses of school officers by districts is called for, 
but no space sufficient for giving both name and postoffice is pro- 
vided. 

An unfortunate condition of my domestic affairs arising from dis- 
tressing family affliction and bereavement, prevented my visiting 
many schools the past winter. Such being the case, I thought I 
ought to do something this summer which should, to some extent, 
at least, compensate for the failure in visiting the schools. I there- 
fore opened a school at Pleasant Dale, June 15, for the benefit of 
teachers and those preparing for the profession. This school is 
still in progress (Aug. 14) attendance is free for all teachers of 
the county, and I am glad to say that more than a score have 
availed themselves of the privilege thus afforded and are in regu- 
lar attendance. 

The Superintendent feels confident that he is thus doing 
more for the advancement of the schools and the progress and 
elevation of his teachers than he can possibly accomplish by any 
visitation, however thorough. 

My office and library building containing all the papers of the 
County Superintendent's office were destroyed by fire in the month 
of June. This report is therefore necessarily defective. I have 
not so much as a register of the certificates granted in the year 
1896. I reserve other matters for my next report. 



HANCOCK COUNTY, 1895. 



J. E. Wtcoff, County Superintendent, 



The schools of this county have advanced very considerably 
within the past few years; however, there is plenty of room yet for 
improvement. I am sorry to say the Course of Study has not 
been given a great deal of attention in the past. Our schools are 
well supplied with dictionaries, and other apparatus. I have but 
one suggestion in regard to the School Law, and that is the ex- 
aminations should be uniform throughout the State. Most of our 
teachers are in accord with me in this. 



Report of State Sufeeintekdent 
HANCOCK COUNTY, 1896. 
T. M. Cocii«AK, County Sttpsrhitendent. 
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I believe I have ftlroaily wiitteu you at some length, as to the 
condition and progress of schools in my county, but I take pleas- 
ure in giving you whatever vHliiuble info.inatien, if any, that the 
foregoing refiort does not confain. 

Witliin the past term I viaited all the schools in my county, ex- 
cept thr(6, two of which were closed on account of contagious dis- 
ease in ihe district. In all the schools, with perhaps two or three 
exceptions, 1 found the teachers ea^nt!^tly endeavoring to grade 
their sehiols in conformity to the ''Graded Course of Study." 
Quite a number had so far Riccceded that every pupil seemed to 
know to just to what Gradoand Soction ho belonged, and just how 
much work was before him before he woiihl gruduate. And in 
schools where pupils had graduated cither last year or would do 
so tills year, 1 found that there was a greater interesi among the 
pupils, II closer appliance to work, and consequently less disorder 
and confusion, so that, as E begin thus to see the beneficent work- 
ings of the system I am more determined than ever that the work 
of grading shall be piwhed to completion, and 1 will bold teachers 
strictly accountable for the failure to do so. 

The school houses in my county ai'e, I suppose, up to the average 
district school bouse. It seems to me that less good judgment and 
common sense are expended in the building of a house where our 
children are to spend so much of their time than we exercise in 
the building of a stable for cattle and horses. Very little, if any, 
means of ventilation, no thought as to the best way of letting in 
the light or arranging the seating — all of which could be done 
without any extra cost, if the plans for the building were properly 
gotten up. 

The houses in most districts seom to be located oq ground that 
could not be be utilized for any other purpose— either on a steep 
hiU side or down in a hoUow, When I3oardi> of Education bava 
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the power in this matter they should select the most pleasant loca- 
tion in the district. 

Our schools are pretty well supplied with apparatus — ^somo being 
purchased every year. All have patent desks, and about half of 
them have stone slate blackboards. 

Measures have been taken in all the districts for carrying out 
the provisions of the "Text-Book Law." Depositaries have been 
appointed and copies of the law and Circular of Information have 
been distributed, but complaint, is being made by depositaries be- 
cause of their havinsr to order from so many diflferent houses, 
thereby increasing the cost of transportation. They think there 
should be* a State depositary, from which all books could be or- 
dered, but I don't think such a thing would be practicable. Again, 
po many of the books are the same that we have been u«jing, and 
some of the pupils are already supplied, so that it is difficult for 
depositaries to ascertain how many books will be needed. 

With best wishes for the upward and outward progress of our 
public schools, I remain, etc. 



HARDY COUNTY, 1895. 

I. V. Seymour, Caunty Superintendent 

In again submitting my Annual Report of the public schools of 
Hardy county, 1 am exceedingly glad to be able to say, that the 
educational out-look aradually brightens as the years roll by. Some 
of (3ur Boards of Education are waking up to a knowledge of the 
fact that good teachers' ought to be paid better wages. The Board 
in Moorefield District has raised the wages of No. one teachers, from 
thirty to thirty-five dollars. This will be an incentive for teachers 
to better prepare themselves. *J his Uoard has also decided to build 
three more school houses, which will be modeled after modern 
forms of school architecture. The greatest obstacle to success in 
our schools is the lack of attendance, A compulsory school law 
is the only remedy. Can't West Virginia have such a law? I believe 
I can send up a petition with two thousand signatures, asking that 
a compulsory law be enacted. The last teachers' institute did 
some good work. The programme was, I think, the best we ever 
had, and was ably carried out by Prof. A. C. Kimler, who is a 
thoroughly educated gentleman, and a very fine instructor. We 
graduated from the public schools this year, three pupils, one male 
and two fernales. District Reading Circles have done much toward 
improving the teachers and attracting the attention of patrons to 
the work of our schools. Hardy county has some fine teachers, 
but unfortunately all are not so, yet we are improving. 
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HARDY COUNTY, 1896. 

I. V. Setmodr, County SuperinteJident. 
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In submitting my Annual Report of the public scbools of Har- 
dy county, it is done with the pleasurable assurance, that we are 
advancinor, and each year enables us to make our mark on the edu- 
cational ladder higher than the p-eceeding one. I am glad to say 
that we;hav6 in this county some live, energetic, go-a-head, active, 
up tO'dato leachers, who are doingoarnest, faithful, efficient, work, 
ani to ihem we most earnestly say, may God give you health, 
wisdom, and energv to continue through a long life the work so 
nobly undertaken. Yet it is an unfortunate fact that we are not all 
rated in this class of teachers. Some of us are "back numbers," 
"school keepers" for the money tbut i^ in it. It affords me much 
pleasure to be able to say that t' i* n imber is small and decreasing 
yearly by necessity, and I am sure the time is near when this kind 
of teacher will not be found in any the stthools of the State. The 
last enumerition in this county, showed 2.714 persons between the 
ages of 6 and 21 years who ought to have been in school. The actual 
enrollment was 1,877 and average daily attendance only 1,214, yet 
the county collected Sfl5,682.34 and expended $13,683.90 for edu- 
cational purposes. Of this, 837 putnis received no benefit what- 
ever, and 663 pupils a very little. Now what is a remedy for this? 
Plainly and empuaticaily, nothing short of a compulsory education 
law. I presume we are not different from other sections of the 
State in this respect. Just the class of people as a rule that the 
public schools would most assist — ^those who are not able to 
send their children to private schools— are the ones who will not 
Bend at all; consequently numbers of them are growing up in ig- 
norance. It is certainly not only the privlege, but the dutv of the 
State to remedy this. 

We erected six school houses the past year, five of them to take 
the place of old buildings; and will probably build several otheri 
during tbe coming year. Moorefield Graded School did much bet- 
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ter work last session than ever before. Prof. W. J. Postlethwait 
(who is a graduate of Fairmont Normal School and holds a State 
certificate) was principal, and is an exceedingly fine teacher. His 
discipline, and methods of instruction are such that would recom- 
mend him for any position as teacher for which he applies. His 
first assistant was C. H. Herbert of Berkeley Springs, Morgan 
county, who is a young man of scholarly attainments, a thorough 
Christain gentleman, and withal an excellent teacher. The second 
assistant was Miss Kate P. Gamble, who is one of our native teach- 
ers of* experience. The last institute instructed here by Prof . A. 
C. Kimler of Shepherd College was one of the best ever held in 
this county. His earnest instruction was treasured up by most of 
the teachers and put into practice in their respective schools. 



HARRISON COUNTY, 1895. 
Joseph Rosier, County Superintendent. 

I herewith submit my second Annual Report of the financial and 
general condition of the schools of Harrison county. 

The teachers of our county have been unusually successful in 
their work this year, and there was never a more favorable public 
sentiment towards the common schools. 

There has been an earnest effort made to grade the schools in ac- 
cordance with the State Manual, and though there has been few 
graduates, the results are gratifying, and will surely exercise a 
beneficial effect on the condition of the schools. 

The. standard of the teachers has been steadily raised, and the 
marked increase in the efficiency of the schools shows this to be 
the key-note to progress. Our school syf^tem can only bo made 
thorough and efl'cient by a trained and able corps of teachers. The 
Falaries have been increased in some of the districts, and there is 
a disposition among school officers to make still greater increases, 
if the teachers prove themselves competent and worthy. 

Irregularity and tardiness are the great evils in many communi- 
ties, but I am pleased to note very considerable improvement in 
these things. Teachers need to make a special effort to eradicate 
these evils, which are so disastrous to the interests of the schools. 
There has been some apparatus placed in the schools this year, but, 
as a rule, teachers have few helps and aids in their work. There 
will be more improvement in this respect as public sentiment 
awakens to the value of giving the teacher something with which 
to work. 

The school buildings of the county are in good condition. Most 
of them are furnished with patent, seats. Very little work has 
been done in the way of planting shade trees and otherwise beauti- 
fying school grounds. Much improvement can be made in the 
outside surroundmgs of our school buildings. School officers are 
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not as much alive to the interests of their schools aa they should be. 

Energetic and intelligent school officers are essential for succbbh. 
Inexperienced and indifEorent teachers) retard the procuress of the 
schools. The time must come, when such persons thall be banished 
from the leaching profession. We need trained men and women 
for iliis great work. 

The future outlook of our schools is promising, and I feel Bure 
our teachers will be found in the front ranks of progress. I thank 
you for the many favors shown me during my term of office, and 
wish you continued suecefs. 



HARRISON COUNTY, 1895. 



J. E. 


jAW, 


County Superintendent. 
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I submit herewith my Report of the condition of the free schools 
of Harrison county for the school year ending June 30, 1896, 
which constitutes my first Annual Report. 

The di>itricts financially are in good condition. AH except two 
have a balance in the treasury of the Teachers' Fund and only two 
havBOverdrawn on the Building Fund, 

I visited during the school year one hundred and forty-seven 
schools and found the teachers, generally, doing good work. 

Seventeen per cent, of our teachers th".s year were inexperiencerl, 
i. e., were teaching their first term, and though there is a marked 
improvement in this particnlar, as is shown by the rate per cent., 
yet it is not reduced to a minimum, but the minimum is not zero. 

A number of the teachers who taught their first term this year, 
taaght successfully and evinced a knowledge of and a nreparation 
for the grepit work in which they were engiged. I miglit add ihat 
' the most inexperienced teacher is the teacher who is inexperienced 
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in spite of oxp'^rience, that is, the teacher who has ^Haitght for 
yeath" and who in these years of experience has only learned to 
follow more ciosely^ the '"old rut;" who is an ''old line teacher;" 
who sees no ''sense" in the "Graded Course." We have a few of 
this class in the county, but they make up so small a per cent, of 
the teachinor class that I may properly report Harrison county 
progressive in her school work. 

One disposition of our teachers, which more than any other 
characterizes them aggressive and which stamps the term, "Prog- 
ress" on the school work of our county, is their disposition to at- 
tend school. Nearly three hundred students were enrolled this 
year in the schools of the State from Harrison county. 

Turing the year an effort was made to carry out a special plan 
of district institute work in the countv, which plan was prepared 
and circulated among the teachers. The plan was based on the 
Course of Professional Study and covered the first year's work 
and providied for the completion of the same during the teaching 
months. The teachers, generally, seemed pleased with the plan, 
but the inconvenience of Saturday meetings in the rural districts 
and with Saturday as the only day to attend to business aside from 
teaching, the teachers seemed to think they had found in these 
sufficient reasons for their absence at the district meetings, which 
resulted in a partial failure at least, of the district institutes. 

The county institute, held at Shinnston, was well attended and a 
good interest was maintained throughout. At this Institute a 
plan was arranged whereby the members of the Boards of Edu- 
cation each received the West Virginia School Journal and the 
Public School Mirror during the school year at the expense of the 
teachers. This I commend as progressive on the part of the 
teachers. 

I note among teachers a lack of harmony, a want of unity in 
purpose; there is a lack of fraternal feeling which should eiist 
among us as members of a profession. It is my opinion that this 
harmony in action, this unity in piu-ppse, this fraternal and benef- 
icent feeling in association, can only be had through a proper or- 
ganization of the profession, and that through this organization we 
will be put in a position to help ourselves, (vvhich position is new 
and strange to us now,) and secure the sympathy of mankind. 

JACKSON COUNTY, 1895. 

W. M. Sallaz, County Superintendent. 

In submitting my Annual Report of the schools of Jackson 
county, for the year ending Juno 30, 1895, I have to say that the 
year's work ha^ been attended with many good results. As com- 
pared with last year, fie schools are better organized, the pupils 
are better provided with books, and the character of the work has 
bten uniformly better throughout the entire county. Twelve 
months ago many of our people, some of our teachers, as well as 
some of our school officers, opposed the ictroduction of the Graded 
Course of Study, but 1 mildly, though firmly, insisted that the law 
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mufit be executed and the schools mu=t be graded. I went iDto the 
diiitricLs where the oppositioo set-med to be the most formidable 
and discussed the merit: of the Couf-^e b4h pablic-iy and privately 
with my people and a&sii-ted the teaihers to or^ntze and grade 
their schooL-i, aad where the cbildrea cou'iJ Dot be provided with 
the prnfKr text-booka. I reconimeDded that the teachers supply 
thcmsches with a complete library of textbooks and with such ap- 
paratus as they could conveniemly manufacture themselves and 
with this outfit and the blackboard. I insisted that they teach tl a 
branches rcfrularly and sviitematically as other teachers were do- 
ing in other schools, under more favrahle circumstance?. In this 
way I have buccucded in grading the mo^t of the schools in the 
following districts; viz.. Grant, Ravenswood, Kipley, and Union, 
and the opposition that a year ago seem&l to be irresistible, has 
almost vanished. Another encomageins featnre of the year's work 
ia. that while the enrollment is not no great, the average daily at- 
tendance haa increased nearly 200 over that of last year. 

In my opinion, the four years certificate lnvis detrimenial to the 
educational interest of the State and should be repealed. 1 also be- 
lieve, that no certiticate, exc-pt a State certificate, should be of a 
longer term than one year: because in county examinations the 
rooms are always crowded with applicants and frer|uently nnmeri- 
tori'ius and undeserving persons, hy intrigue, get No, 1 certificates. 
The change herein suggested would, I believe, in a great measure 
relieve the piibti: of these impostorKam) at the same time serve as 
a wholesome incentive toa higher education and to a more thorough 
preparation of the teacher for hii work, Wiih many thanks for 
the assistance rendered mc during the year and with best wishes 
for your succ&'^s in the future management of the educational affairs 
of the State, I am jour most obedient servant. 



JACKSON COUNTY, 1S96. 
. M. Sai.i.az, Onintij Hnpenntewlint. 
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In submitting my Annual Report of the school year beginning July 
1. 1895 and ending June 30, 1896, I am glad to say that the schools 
of my county, with few excepions, are in good condition. You 
will see from this report that there are many hundred children in 
this county who did not attend school this year. This is due to 
the fact that durins: the school term the county was infected with 
scarlet fever and diphtheria, and the parents hoped to avoid these 
dredod diseases and check their ravages by keeping their children 
at home. But even with this evil (which is unprecedented in the 
history of the county) against us, I am pleased to say that the year's 
work has been productive of much good. As compared with last 
year, the schools are under better discipline, they are better classi- 
fied, and better instructed. The teachers of the county, for the 
most part, are young and inexperienced, but active, energetic, and 
progressive. 

A worthy ambition to raise the standard of education in Jack- 
son county is now manifesting itself in every Board of Education, 
and in every teacher; this will certainly justify me in saying that 
you may in the future, reasonably exjJect bettor work and better 
results ifrom the schools of Jackson county. 

Many thanks for the many favors rendered me during the year. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY, 1895. 
A. A. P. Neel, County Superintendent. 

I hardly see what more I could give you than in the preceding 
Report. I think you have asked all conceivable questions. What 
more? The only suggestion I make is to simplify this Annual 
Report so that we can make it in reasonable time. Under the law 
you know the County Superintendent has very little power and pay 
equal to his power. 

Uur examining board determined to renew four years' certifi- 
cates, to which I did not agree. I declined to sign the certificates 
unless my signature would be neces-iary to make them valid. 

You may answer the question if you will. Neither did I collect 
the fee of SI. 00, for the law does not authorize me to do it. We 
only had fifteen applicants for extminition and only three ob- 
tained No. 1; one a No 2, and tliree No. 3; eight failed. 

Another year will tell better on school interests I think. A few 
teachers are being displaced and places filled By more efficient 
ones, not many changes, however, being made I trust this re- 
port will meet your approval and not be sent back, for my time 
just now is worth a great deal to me. 1 have given everything 
herein that is in my power to obtain. 



Bbfobt of State Superinteitdent 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, 1896. 
■' A. A, P. Neel, County Superintendent. 
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After so lengthy a Report giving items in every department of 
echool work, 1 do not tnink I can add anything. The Echools of 
thia connty are improving year by year. Thopeopleare more aod 
more simtaining tiiera in every way. We have very much to iearit 
yet, but we are learning slowly. We are prepared I thinkfor bet- 
toi' work next year than this preFent one. 

KANAWHA COUNTY, 1895. 

Grant P. Hall, County Superintendent. 

[No written report] 

KANAWHA COUNTY, 1S96. 
S. C Blair, County Superintendent. 
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I take pleasure in submitting this, my first Annual Report of 
the condition and outlook of th« schools of Kanawha couaty. 

There is a marked improvement in the work of our teachers, 
not only ia the instruction given their pupils, but in the better 
preparation of themselves to till the responsible positions they 
occupy. 

1 visited one hundred and five schools last year, and noted care- 
fully the work of both teacher and pupils, the condition of the 
school property, and the general interest manifested by the parents 
and am glad to say that, as a rule, the people of this county are in 
sympathy with the free school system and pay their taxes cheer- 
fully to its support. 

The majority of the Boards of Education of Kanawha county 
are using every effort jn their power to advance the interests of 
the school work by furnishing their districts with the most modern 
improvements, in the way of buildings, seats and desks, black- 
boards, charts, maps, &c , and, by paying: their teachers a reason- 
able salary ; but 1 am sorry to J^ay that we have a few who seem 
to think that it is only necessary to have a school for five months 
in the year, regardless of the kind of teachers they employ or the 
instruction given. Boards of Education make a great mistake by 
expecting to get a No. 1 teacher for S25 or $30 a month. Some, 
on account of circumstances, may be forced to teach for that 
amount, but when they do their heart is not in their work and the 
school is often a failure. 

I am unable to give you a full account of all the schools of this 
county in this report, for, as you know, it is impossible for one 
man to visit all the schools of Kanawha county in one year, not 
only on account of time but for lack of sufficient salary to justify 
him to do the work. 

I find that not all the teachers are making a success in the Manual 
and Graded Course of Study, but we are gaining steadily each 
year in this work and when it is properly introduced will add 
largely to the advancement of the educational cause in West Vir- 
ginia. I hope every teacher in Kanawha county will make an 
effort to follow closely the "Manual and Graded Course of Study" 
this year. 



LEWIS COUNTY, 1895. 
J. A. Bird, Comity Superintendent, 

I have the honor to submit to you this, my Annual Report of 
the free schools of Lewis county. 

The report is not complete in every particular. I found some 
trouble in getting all the necessary information for making up the 
material for a report. 

The schools of this county ore making about the usual progress. 
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Tbe Boards of Education ore more anxious to improTe themselves 
of tbe condition of the schools tbao formf-rly. 

Patent denbH have >ieen bought for nearly half the houses in the 
county, SB well as other bubstaotiil improvements. 



LEWIS COUNTV, 1S96. 
Stabk a. White, County Superintendent. 
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In submitting this, my first Atiniial Report, I Wg leave to say, 
that though it falls short of perfection, 1 think you will find it 
both »tatisticAlly, and HQancially as nearly correct and complete as 
it 'v< possible to make it. 

The school year just past has been a very prosperous one. The 
teachers of Lewis county are growing more and more interested. 
I believe there is more earnestness and a greater desire to do more 
and better work and to help one another and tbe cause of education 
than bas been in tbe history of the county before. One of tbe chief 
reasons why our schools are improving is that our teacbors no 
longer go out to teach ;from our common schools butthey are found 
in the Normals and other schools of the State, equipping them- 
selves for the work before attempting it. 

A large per cent, of our teachers were doing Normal School work 
last year. . We soon hope to have an entire teaching force glean- 
ing matruction at tbe Normal schools, whitb are especially for the 
teacher. 

We have one hundred and twenty-tivo schools in the county, all 
of which, it was my jileownre to visit. Most of them were in good 
working order, and graded as best tbey could be. 

There were thirteen pupila who received free school diplomas in 
the county. Our Boards of Education are becoming more pro- 
gressive aa is shown by the erection of better bouses and pro- 
viding school furniture and apparatus. 
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LINCOLN COUNTY, 1895. 
J. P. Fkt, County Sujieriniendent. 

This ends my services as County Superintendent of Schools, and 
I nill say that in the two years wbicb 1 have been engaged, I have 
visited erery school in the county. Last year, as year before, I 
failed to ^et to all of the schools on account of their beginning at 
so many different times. 

Considering the many hin<IranG€8 to the work, I think nearly 
all of tbe schools are in tolerably good condition. 

In my visits last fall-I found the majority of teachers wideawake 
and trying, as best they could, to grade their schools and create an 
interest in the work. You wilt see from this report that none of 
the schools have been graded according to the Manual, but it is 
not because the teachers have not tried. 

The irregularity of attendance and the lack of books are the 
principal causes why the scbools are not in better condition. 

If we can remedy these iwo faults, and pay the tenchers better 
salaries, and have but one g>'od, honest, competent man as trustee 
for each sub-district, and have all the schools begin at about the 
same time in tbe year, then I think we will have greater progress 
in the Ecbool work than wc have ever had before. 

LINCOLN COUNTY, 1896. 
W. E. Dial, County Superintendent. 
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There are several hindrances toward the complete success of 
our schools in the past and at the present: Jst, we are not in 
possession of the right kind of school property, such as bouses and 
grounds; 2nd, we have no apparatus or furniture, which are essen- 
tial things in the school room; 3rd, we have no library, which 
should be furnished; 4th, tbe want of books on the part of about 
90 % of the schools; and, 5tb, negligence on the part of a great 
many parents, thus creating irregular attendanoe. I could men- 
tion several others in connection with these. 
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I visited all the SchoolB in tlie County last year, but fifteen (and 
could have visited those h^id they been in Fess-ion), and tried to be 
of some profit to thorn. Taking it upon mj'^self I introduced the 
Graded Courf-e of Study for a number of teachers and aided them in 
every way possible to make it successful. I made it compulsory 
for every teacher to grade his or her school and return to the 
Secretary the Annual Grade Sheet, Sinumeration Sheet, &c., be- 
fore they could receive their last month's salary. 

Kvery school has been thus reported. So 1 ask the same thin^ 
this year, and furthermore to make it 100 % better than last By 
the hearty co-operation of all school officials, of my county, by the 
untiring efforts of our Hon. State Superintendent, by the realiza- 
tion of the need of education by the u a&sep, and by the energy and 
enthusiasm of our succci-sful teachers, 1 trust by the time my 
term of office expires, to have the schools of Lincoln County in 
better condition and education advancing. 

In giving my views only concerning the school law I would say 
that it should bo so changed as to give us, 1st. A compulsory 
school law, to compel all those who are able to send their own 
children to school to do so at their own expense, and those who 
are too poor, to be clothed and su|'plied with books by the dis- 
trict or county. 

2nd. A certain day upon which all schools must begin and being 
not later than the first Monday in September. 

3rd. The electi(m ^f the trustees by a vote of the district and 
do away with appointment by the Boards of P^ducation, giving 
them pay for their time and compelling them to look after every 
interest of the school. By so doing we could get men that had 
principle enough not to sell their iniluence. 

4th. We want the Law so changed as to compel the Board of 
Education to pay better waci^es for No. 1 teachers, and to do away 
with No. 3 teachers, or (certificates rather). 

5th. The law should give some one the power to remove any 
incompetent member of the Board of Education or trustee who is 
opposed to the free school system and who cannot read or write 
his name. 

6th. It might be a good idea to make it a fine for any teacher 
to try to obtain promise of a school, or any trustee to promise such, 
until after the first day of July, thereby keeping down so much 
rascality 

7th. The salary of the Superintendent should be such that he 
could devote his whole time to the interest of the schools. 

8th. To give the Superintendent power to reject any one from 
teaching, who has not attended some institute during the year, 
(Either the Superintendent or Board of Education), &c., &c. 

LOGAN COUNTY, 1895. 

G. R. White, County Superintendent 
In transmitting to you this my second Annual Report of the 
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cocdition of the free fchools of Logan county, I recrret to say that 
not more than one-fourth of the schoolB were grailed last year, al- 
most every teacher giving a different excuse for the failure. 

The schools of my county can only be graded by pt-rsislent 
effort. The chief hindrance, I find, is a lack of hooks. 1 find pu- 
pils in a'most every school who have totally neglected a pnrt of 
the branches required. These usually study arithmetic, reading, 
writing, and spoiling. Their parents being of the opinion that 
these are all the studiea that are necessary. It i* my opinion that 
a more thorough county and district supervision would be of last- 
ing importance, but I cannot aflford to sacrifice myself, financially, 
for the State. I have instructed my teachers to grade the Primary 
and Intermediate pupils cmnpUtely and do their very best with 
the Upper Grade. I am confident that more than half of my 
schools will reach a complete grade this year (1895), and that a^i 
the Primary and Intermediate pupils will be graded, -so that by the 
close of the year 1896, I will have revolutionized the public school 
system of this county, by having every school under my supervis- 
ion completely graded. I would not have you believe, however, 
that wo are retrograding, for we improvewith each year. In 1880, 
there were not more than six frame schoiil buildings in Logan and 
Mingo counties. Now there are thirty-two frame school houses in 
the present territory of Logan. The Course of Study for the schools 
is received with universal approbation and the West Virginia 
School Journal is read and admired. 

The institute work for 1895, was more successful and the teach- 
ers are steadily' growing better and entering the work as a profes- 
sion and not as a trade. 

I sincerely hope that the great work of revolution, elevation, 
eystemization, and demonstration may continue, and that the.cloa- 
ing year of this successful administration may placethe keystone 
in the educational system of our State. 



LOGAN COUNTY, 1896. 
G. R, White, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith transmit to yon my third Annual Report of the condi- 
tion of the free schools in Logran coantr, and in so doin?. I feel 
very much embarrassed because it is not complete in foK, (the 
records in one district being destroyed.) The schools seemed to 
prosper quite well, especially in the work of grading. 

There is not enough interest taken by the masses, and especially 
the teachers — ^the latter chiefly on account of poor pay. 

The State of West Virginia must pay her officers and teachers, 
and compel attendance, b^ore the free school system will be a com- 
plete success. These two things I have urged in my reports here- 
tofore, and will continue to do so. School officers should be paid 
as well as other officers at least,and teachers, enough to make teach- 
ing a profession and not a trade as it is now. 

The school law needs a complete revision by experienced school 
men, and at least one-half of what we now have entirely ob- 
literated. 



MARION COUXTY, 1895. 
J. Lane Parrish, County Superintendent. 

At this late date, I am prepared to submit my Report of the 
schools of Marion county for the year 1394-5. 

I wrote you sometime ago in regard to the difficulties I have had 
in reporting Mannington District. This is the chief cause of my 
delay. The secretary of said district has had charge of the effects 
of the secretary's office for many years. He resigned, and another 
secretary was elected; and for some reason, the papers belonging 
to the office were not handed over to the new secretary; hence the 
difficulty experienced in making a report. I believe you will find 
this report correct- Certainly as accurate as it was possible for 
me to make it from the reports made to my office. Thinking that 
you are waiting on my report I shall not furnish the written report 
required at this time, but will prepare it in a few days, and for- 
ward it to your office. 
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MAKION COUNTY, 1S96. 



Jas. M. Sattebfield, CourUy Supermtendeni. 
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In compliance with the School Law, I hare the honor to here- 
with submit my first Annual Report of the condition of the school* 
of this county*. With a few exceptions, the schools of Marion are 
in good condition. Our teachers are seeking to raise their quali- 
fications by studying books, methods, and educational journals. 
Especially is this true of the youngier class of teachers, and if 
eome of our older teachers do not awaken and get in touch with the 
spirit of advancement, they will soon be unable to obtain certifi- 
cates under the present standard of gradation, and their places 
will be occupied by the young and progressive teachers. There 
seems to he a general disposition on the part of the people to elect 
better school officers and otherwise encourage education. The 
Boards of Education are composed of live, progressive men, who 
are doing what they can to establish and maintain our school sys- 
tem on a firm basis. They continue to provide school houses for 
the accommodation of our youths as fast as finance will permit, so 
that very few at preseDt nave more than a mile, at farthest, to 
travel to school. More liberal salaries are being paid also. 

The statistics show that 134,755.58 of the Teachers' Fund and 
$24,031.51 of the Building Fund, a total of $58,787.29, were ex- 
pended in the school work of the county during the past year, 
running one hundred and forty-four schools and employing one 
hundred and eighty-six teachers. Out of an enumeration of 
8,460 there were 6,667 enrolled, leaving 1,792 that were not 
in school during the year. How shall we get the 1,792 into 
school } The omy remedy I see, is a compulsory school law, 
with free text-books. I see some obstacles in the way of progress 
for the present year. The method of obtaining text-booka, 
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through the depositaries in the districts is objectionable, and, 
without doubt, will be found to work very unsatisfactorily. Such 
a rate of percentaore should be allowed on the sale of school books 
as would compensate merchants and book stores for handling them. 
Boards of Education should have nothing to do with supplying 
school books, unless they are made free. That part of the Text- 
Book law governing the method of procuring books, should be re- 
vised when the first opportunity presents itself. 

It is hardly necessary to mention the fact — for it is the same old 
story — that the salary of County Superintendents should be raised. 
In a county like this the very least one can do, and comply with 
the law, is worth $600. Is there no balm in Gilead ? JVIarion 
turned out last year thirty-two graduates in the State course, and 
this has had a stimulating effect on others to complete the course. 
So that, I think, next year we shall have a very larfife graduating 
class. At the first meeting of the Boards of Kducation in July, 
the following schools were declared graded schools : Rivesville 
and Fairview, in Pawpaw district ; Thoburn and Farmington in 
Lincoln, and Minersville, in Grant. These schools are now in 
shape to do much better work. Our institute, held at Fairmont 
in June, conducted by Prof. J. Walter Barnes and Dr. Bowlus, of 
Pittsburg, was a most pleasant, profitable, and enjoyable affair. 
Two hundred and sixty-four were enrolled — the largest ever held 
in the county. We have organized district institutes in all the 
districts but two. Union and Grant, which, of course, will come 
in- this year. The outlook for the future is encouraging, and we 
shall all look forward to the coming year as one of the brightest 
in the history of our public schools. 



MARSHALL COUNTY, 1895. 

J. E. SiVERT, County Superintendent. 

In submitting my second and last Annual Report to you, please 
accept my thanks for your kindness and curtesy (and I might add 
forbearance) which you have ever extended to me. 

* I have had the usual trouble with secretaries but now I think my 
report is correct. 

1 have visited every school in the county except one, and made 
many extra visits. Our schools are in excellent condition with a 
few exceptions. Only a few are perfectly graded but if care is taken 
another year will see our schools graded perfectly. When this is 
done, however, it will take some care to keep them so, as many of 
our teachers are a little careless, and it is impossible for one man to 
superintend a county as large as Marshall. An extra teacher in each 
district to superintend the schools of the district would be able to 
do much better work. In turning the schools over to my successor, 
I feel that 1 have done very little to improve them, but trust they 
are in better shape than I found them. 
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MAESHALL COUNTY, 1896. 

W. M. WiKT, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith submit my report of the schools of Marshall county 
for the year ending June 30, 189G. 

The law makini; ^ve months the minimum number the schools 
must be continued, it is a witie one and works no hardship here 
whal ever it may do in other counties. Your excellent system of 

frading the schools has been enforced here and is working well. 
t marks an fpoch in our school work and is doing more to syr tem- 
ize and perfect our schools than all other agencies combined. 

Under section 26 of the revised school law, the Board of Edu- 
cation in Union District has graded the schools of Benwood and 
McMechen, three in all, and we trust such action wiU prove bene- 
ficial. We hare but one High School, which is located in Mounds- 
ville. 

I am pleased to be able to say our schools are prospering, but 
you will see from my statistical report that the most expensive 
sc\ioo\& per capita are where the pariah schools exist, caueing a de- 
crease in the average daily attendance. 

To you personally I wish to say that you have my hearty thanks 
for your uniform courtesy and the promptness with which you 
have filled all requisitions and answered all inquiries. 



MASON COUNTY, 1895. 
L. S. McCoT, Coviity Superintendent. 
The achools of Mason county have made fair progress in the past 
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year with a fair degree of interest in education. The maiority of 
teachers are enthusiaBtic and earnest workers, while the arenige 
daily attendance is fairly pood. We believe tiiat it can he made 
better by enacting a compulsory school Jaw. I believe that the 
present method of granting four years' certificates, has a tendency 
to weaken the energies of the teachers rather than to invigorate 
them, and I would suggest that the law be eo changed so that a 
number one certificate be issued for two years, a number two for 
one year, and a number three for six months, and that neither cer- 
tificate be subject to renewal. As you are aware in some districts 
we have four schools while in others twenty four. The secretaries 
are paid the same. The law should be so changed as to allow each sec- 
retary a certain sum for each school in his district. I believe that the 
pay of each secretary and member of the board of education should 
ne extended from six to eleven days, five of which should be de- 
voted to institute attendance. I am sorry that I have put you to 
BO much trouble. I have visited the secretaries, four of them, and 
have endeavored to get the missing items to make my report cor- 
rect. I find that in one district, the entire amount of taxable prop- 
erty was (according to his understanding) only about three thous- 
and dollars. Other information was just as easily obtained as the 
above. Many thanks for your long forbearance and kindness. Let 
us live to elevate the rising generation. The harvest will be reaped, 
by and by, in the lives, d^s, and characters of the coming gen- 
eration. 



MASON COUNTY, 1896. 
MoBGAN J. Banks, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith submit to you my first Annual Report of the condi- 
tion of the free schools of Mason county, for the year ending June 
30, 1896. I am glad to say that the greater number of our schools is 
doing good work. Most of the teachers have intrc«duced the 
Graded Course of Study as prepared by our State Superintendent. 
Many of our schools, this year, were taught by young teachers, 
and I am pleased to know that their work has given eminent 
satisfaction, with but few exceptions, owing to their earnest 
desire to make our schools better than heretofore. While I re- 
. alize the fact, that there is room for improvement in the work 
of our teachers, I have very good reasons to believe that the 
work they are doing classes Mason county among the first coun- 
ties in the State. A few of our schools are still taught' by 
teachers who, 1 am sorry to say, are not progressive. I think 
it is safe to say that the number of progressive teachers in 
Mason county is sufficient to teach the schools, but owing to 
the schemes on the part of trustees desiring to employ personal 
friends or relatives regardless of ability, some of the best 
teachers fail to secure schools. In my judgment, a law should be 
enacted prohibiting any board of trustees from employing any one 
to teach who is related to any one of said board. 

I hope to see in the near future a compulsory education law 
and free text-books. Then let us hope that success will soon crown 
our efforts and our school system will become a brilliant success. 

I thank you for yoar many acts of kindness shown me the past 
year. 

With best wishes for the prosperity of the school work of the 
State and especially that of Mason county, I am etc. 



MERCER COUNTY, 1895. 
W. P. Hawley, County Superintendent. 

With pleasure I submit to you my second and last Annual Report 
of the progress and condition of the free schools of this county for 
the years of 1894-'95. 

First, I will say that the schools of this county are more pros- 
perous and better attended than ever before. This county hat now 
two graded schools, one at Bramwell and the other in Bluefield, 
with an enrollment of 800 pupils with fifte^n teachers. Both of 
these schools have been organized since my election as County Su- 
perintendent. Bluefield's graded school building has just been 
completed at a cost of $20,000.00. Bram well's building is under 
construction and will cost about $10,000.00. The schools in Jump- 
ing Branch and Plymouth, which are the poorest districts in the 
county, are the best attended and I must say, in fully as good 
working order as those of Beaver Pond and Rock, which have six 
months instead of three and six. This county has one of the best 
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corps of teachers of any in the State, owing largely to the splendid 
State Normal at Concord and efficient system as set forth in the 
''Graded Manual." Upon the whole, I think the schools are now in 
better etjndition than they were in July, 1893, when I became the 
chief school ollicer of this county. Although I bavo not been able 
to give the attention to the schools that 1 would like, and in con- 
clusion will say 1 clicerfully lay down the cares of the office of 
Superintendent, wishinjr that niy successor may do much for the 
gnat cause where 1 have done so little. 



MERCER COUNTY, 1836. 
W. B. IIoyAKBR, County Superintendent 
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I have the honor to horewilh submit to you ray Annual Report of 
the condition of the free schools of Mercer county for the j'ear endioK 
June 30, 1806. I hope you will find it correct. I have spared 
no pains to make it as clear and as correct as possiblo from the ' 
data furnished me. 

There are one hundred and twcnty-seycn schools in the county, 
employing one hundred and forty-tive touchers. 

1 visited all tho Fchoois except seven and a considerable number 
of thom two and throe tinier each. As a general thing, I found 
them in good working order and making creditable progress. 
Upon the whole, wo have a good corps of teachers, notwithstand- 
ing the fact, that a great m;iuy of tliein are young. Moat of our 
teachers are energetic and industrious and with but few exceptions 
have been doing gond work in the school room. The greatest diffi- 
culty to contend with in this county is that some of tho diirtricls 
can run their schools for a term of six months with levies from 30 
to 50 cents and pay their lo:icherd from $30 to $35 per month for a 
No. 1 teacher, while in one district with a levy of 50 cents, they 
can only run their schools for three months and pay No. 1 teach- 
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ers $25 per month. Though I must say that in those districts . 
which have ^hort terms the schools are in better working order 
proportionately than in other parts of the county. 

There are now t^o graded schools in the county. One in the 
city of Bluefield, in Beaver Pond District, and the other in the 
town of Bramwell in Rock District. These schools are in good 
working order and have been doing good work. I am very hope- 
ful of the success of these schools, as the members of the Boards 
of Education are energetic men and are doing all they can for the 
success and upbuilding of these schools. 

Some of the schools of the county were not graded as they should 
have been on account of irregular attendance, and not having the 
necessary books. However, our teachers graded their schools 
the best they could under the circumstances. I think that in the 
course of a few years with the proper effort upon the part of school 
officers and teachers that our schools will be thoroughly graded. 

There has been a gradual tendency upon the part of the teacher 
to do better work, with a dec'ded incliiiation upon the part of the 
pairon to work in hearty CO operation with him. Whenever the 
teacher Sees his whole duty and receives the co-operation of all the 
patrons, our schools will be what they should, 

1 would suggest that the •school law be so amended that the State 
levy be 20 cents for school purposes instead of 10 cents on the 
$100 valuation. And then another thing we need is a law compell- 
ing better attendance at the schools. 

And I think the school law should be amended so that the secre- 
taries of the Boards of Education could receive pay according to the 
work done. In one district in this county forty-four teachers are 
employed for a term of six months and in another district thirteen 
teachers are employed for three months. Now, of course, the sec- 
retary of the Board which employs forty-four teachers six months, 
earns more than the secretary of the Board which employs thirteen 
teachers for three months, and the school law should be so amended 
that the secretaries could be paid according to the work done by 
them. 

And I think the school law should be so amended in regard to 
the way of electing a member of the board of examiners, that the 
County Superintendent shoiild have the sole right to select the 
members of the board of examiners, for he knows the qualifica- 
tions of the applicants belter than any one else and had he this 
power he would be directly responsible. 

And then, I believe that the law in regarl to re-issuing four 
year certificates should be amended fo that all boards of examiners 
should be compelled to re-issue or else prohibited from re-issuing 
at all. I hope that our next Legislature will see to these matters. 

1 thank you for your many favors to me in the past year, and 
for your earnest etiorts to aid us in our noble work. 



8 
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MINERAL COUNTY, 1895. 



Wilson M. Foulk, County Superintendent. 



Herewith I have the honor to submit my Annual Report as to the 
condition of the free schools of Mineral county for the year ending 
June 30, 1895. 

Outside of the tale told by the figures themselves there is but 
little to add. The year has been one of quiet but efficient work in 
all the districts. 

Frankfort established a graded school at Alaska — is well satis- 
fied with the result and will continue it. New Creek forestalled 
the Legislature by voting last fall to increase the school term to 
five months. 

In the course of my visitation I found, among the many dis- 
couragements always to be met, one great source of encourage- 
ment. I refer to the manifest and very decided improvement to be 
noticed in those schools whose teachers were endeavoring with 
earnest, honest effort to comply with the requirements of our 
Grade Manual. The result cannot be otherwise than beneficial to 
our school system, and in a few years we may expect to see clearly 
where now we can but anticipate. 

As previously reported, ten applicants were granted examination 
in March, and State diplomas issued to nine. In May a similar 
examination was granted seven applicants from the colored schools 
of Keyser and Piedmont, and diplomas issued to Jive. One State 
diploma in '94, fourteen in '95, and prospects bright for a propor- 
tionate increase in '96. The seed has been sown, and with earnest, 
careful work a legitimate and beautiful harvest may be expected. 

And yet, as possibly to be expected, the Manual, the Grade 
Sheet, and the work they indicate are not fully understood. Last 
year our teachers complained of not receiving from the secretaries 
Grade Sheets of the previous year. A serious omission! Of what 
value else are they if not as a guide for the ensuing year to the 
same or a new incumbent? This year the secretaries complain of 
carelessly made out sheets and their inability to report therefrom. 
These defects will straighten out in time. While we are not able 
this year to furnish definite results for "columns 192, 193, and 194," 
we are glad to be able to assure the department that the work is 
being pushed and results achieved. 

With most earnest prayers for greater power and efficiency to 
the free school system of our county, our commonwealth, and our 
nation, I remain, etc. 
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MINERAL COUNTY, 1896. 

C. F. Hahn, County Supermtendetht. 
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It gives me pleasure to submit to you an encouraging report of 
the condition of the free sehools of Mineral county, for the year 
ending June 30, 1896. 

The attention of the patrons of the Bchoob last term was drawn 
upon school matters by some new features. 1. By a special term 
institute, held in Keyser on November 29, 1895. This was a high- 
ly successful meeting and proved the feasibility and usefulnesp of 
such meeting of teachers. An effort will be made to establish this 
institute in Mineral county. 2. At the summer institute of 1895, 
the Mineral county Alumni Association was formed, with twenty- 
seven charter members. This number happened to be in attendance 
on the institute. There are now about seventy-five graduates of 
free schools in Mineral county. The increase this year is twenty- 
eigjit graduates. Much interest in graduation, among the scholars 
of the county is being aroused. 3. Your County Superintendent 
at the beginning of last term, announced to the teachers and 
scholars of the county that certificates of honor would be given to 
all scholars in the county who should be neither absent nor tardy 
during the term. The result is encouraging- One hundred and 
fifty-three such certificates were sent out to theschools, not includ- 
ing Piedmont and Keyser. Nearly every school received at least 
one. The whole number of such certificates given in the county 
including Piedmont and Keyser, is three hundred and fourteen. 
There is much enthusiasm among the scholars, and the next term 
will very probably even more largely increase both the honor roll 
and the number of graduates. 

The Boards of Education of this county are inclined to be broad 
and liberal in their conduct of the schools. The school houses are 
in good condition, and appliances for teaching are being gradually 
introduced. 
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The teachers of Mineral cminty are increasing ia quantity, and 
are improving in quality. Vi'o have a go id supply for the demand. 
The Bummor normal school heid annually at Keyser, has done 
much toward raising the standard of th6 profession. 

We are working for the proper prrading of our schools. A posi- 
t've demand is being felt at the present time for the special grad- 
ing of at least three echook. This will I believe soon be accom- 
plished. 

The new school text- book law will perhaps occasion a, little con- 
fusion at first, but the proper working of the law will soon 
be underttood. and carried out with little trouble. 

Wfi look forward to the coming term wiih great expectation, and 
£nd pleasure in helping to develop a proper interest in school work 
among both schulara and pa'.rons. 



MINGO COUNTY, 1895. 

[The report of this county for 18P5 is included in the report of 
Logan county, of which county it was a part at the beginning of 
the school year.] 



MINGO COUKTY, 1896, 
S, F. CuBKT, County Superintendint. 
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Isubraittoyou my Annual Reportof free schools of Mingo county, 
which has been corrected. This is the Gi'st report from Mingo and 
I have taken special pains to make it as accurate as I can under the 
c ire um stances. The secretaries make very foor reports and as I 
cannot get one made correctly I am compelled to collect the infor- 
mation myself. I believe it would be oetter if books were fur- 
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nished the secretaries in proper form for them to keep their record, 
in, as they in mauy instances, do not keep their records properly. 
For the State to get the best results from the free schools, i favor 
a compulsory education law compelling parents to send their chil- 
dren to school and in order to have the necessary books 1 believe 
they should be furnished by the Boards of Education. Most of 
the schools in this county are graded. The greatest drawback is a 
lack of books. Many of the citizens of this county are poor and 
cannot or will not get proper books for their children. One thing 
in this section of the State is the failure of the sheriflf to pay the 
teachers promptly, except this year our sheriff has paid very 
promptly — better than heretofore. I think this matter should be 
looked after. Some persons are making a speculation off of the 
teachers by making them discount their claims from ten per cent, 
to twelve and a half per cent. Education is progressing in this county 
as rapidly as could be expected under the circumstances. We are 
bu'lding very good houses and furnishing them as rapidly as pos- 
sible. Only a few of the school grounds are fenced, making it 
useless for teachers to observe Arbor Day, but I think this will be 
remedied in a short time and will be observed as it should be. 



MONONGALIA COUNTY, 1895. 



D. B. Waters, County Superintendent^ 



I herewith transmit my second Annual Report of the free 
schools of Monongalia county, for the year ending June 30, 1895. 
1 think you will find it full and complete. 

Our schools are in a healthy condition financially, each district 
having a fair balance to its credit. We have very good houses 
and generalljr well located. The giounds are ample, but very 
little interest is taken in improving and beautifying them. 

All of our schools are furnished with dictionaries, and most of 
them with charts of various kinds. Our Boards of Education are 
composed of the leading citizens of each district, and most of them 
seem to be interested in the welfare of om' schools. Our trustees 
are the most negligent of any of our school officers. They seem 
to think they are appointed to hire the teacher, and after they 
have done that their duties are at an end. If they would exercise 
that supervision over our schools that they should, it would have 
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more influence for bettering their condition than any other power 
that could be brought to bear at the present time. From an edu- 
cational standpoint the schools of this county have done very fair 
work and from all that I can gather 1 think that the schools of 
Monongalia county will be able to stand a comparison with those 
of any other county in the State. I have given especial attention 
to the grading of our schools. Nearly all of them are fairly well 
graded a great many of them strictly according to the Manual, 
and I am going to put forth my best efforts to make the Graded 
System a success, as I think upon the success of this system de- 
pends a great deal of the future prosperity of our schoolt*. 

A great many of our teachers are careful and industrious, and 
are trying to do good work, but we have quite a number who are 
not making the advancement they should, in fact they are retro- 
grating. They have no ambition whatever to make any improve- 
ment in their profession. They are simply drifting along and 
dying. 

I am opposed in most instances to renewing four years certifi- 
cates as I find that a great many of our teachers only work for a 
certificate and after they get it they think it is good for eight 
years, and they fossilize and make no improvement afterwards. 
A great trouble with a number of our teachers is,that they don't 
read anything. Take them outside of their text-books and their 
stock of information is very limited. We held about twenty dis- 
trict institutes last year and the great majority of them were well 
attended and were a great help to the cause of education, they 
being an educator of both teachers and people. Our last county 
institute, conducted by Prof, Armstrong, was quite a success, 
and the teachers adjourned well satisfied with their week's work, 
I have been studying the programme for the coming institute and it 
is full of good things, well and methodically arranged and 1 am 
glad you insist upon its being followed. For the only way to 
maKe an institute a success is to have a plan of work and then 
follow it closely. The duties of a County Superintendent who 
travels for five months through rain, snow, and mud, exposed to 
the cold, traveling over the hills and valleys of as large a county as 
this, are very laborious and exacting. I could not do it for the 
small salary 1 receive were it not for the hospitality and kindness 
extended to me by the teachers and good people of the county 
who have on all occasions shown me every courtesy and kindness. 
Thanking the teachers and the citizens of this county for the many 
favors shown me, and you for the manner in which you have over- 
looked my mistakes, and the promptness in which you have replied 
to my many inquiries, I beg to remain yours most truly. 



OF Fbee Sghoou. 
MONONGALIA COUNTY, 1896. 
D. B. Watehs, ( 
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I send you herewith my third Animal Report of the schools of 
Monongalia county. It ia gratifying to be able to report that in 
most respects the wrrk during tlie past year has been generally satis- 
factory, and that the outlook for the future is encouraging. W« 
have one hundred and thirteen sebools in the county. I visited all 
of tbem once, and several of them twice, or more, and tried to ob- 
serve closely the methods of teaching employed and the discipline 
maintained in each school. The teaching in most of the schools was 
very good- We have a great many good teachers whose methods 
of instruction are up to date. Some of our teachers seem to Jack 
the power or ability to govern, and the order of their schools is not 
what it should be. The people of this county are almost without 
exception in favor of the free school system and sen^ral education, 
and pay their taxes cheerfully and have made ample provision for 
every boy and girl in the county, but this report will show that a 
considerable percentage of the youth of this county are not avail- 
ing themselves of the privileges and advantages in the way of an 
education that the taxpayers have provided for them. But the 
worst feature connected with this subject is this, that the very child- 
ren who above everything else need an education, are not receiv- 
ing it, for the majority of tboeo pupils who do not attend school 
are the children of poor and illiterate parents who do not realize 
the blessings that an education would confer upon their children. 
This ia a difficult question to deal with, but it is one that our law 
makers should look after carefully, for it is certainly cheaper, look- 
ing at the matter from an economical standpoint, to educate tliis 
class of children than to take care of them after they become idle 
and vicious citizens. Our schools are nicety jafraded according to 
the Manual. Bat teachers have found it difficult in a great many 
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schools to do the work outlined in the Manual, on account of the 
scarcity of books. It is almost impopsible to make the Graded 
System a success without the necessary books, and the ^'Manual" 
will never do for our schools what it was intended to do, until we 
get free books. The present method of furnishing books for the 
schools is a failure in the beginning and destined to be a failure in 
the end. We held a great many district institutes and educational 
meetings throughout the county, which were interesting and well 
attended by both teachers and people, and seemed productive of a 
large amount of good among all classes. Our last county institute 
was a good one and our teachers went away better satisfied with 
their week's work than ever before, and as our teachers realize more 
and more the benefits to be derived from a well conducted insti- 
tute the prejudice that existed against them becomes a thing of the 
past. We are trying to hold up the educational standard in this 
county. There were sixty-four applicants for examination, of whom 
eleven received No. 1 certificates. Our district examinations were 
very interesting and thorough, W^e had large classes in nearly 
every district, whose members showed by their proficiency in the 
various branches that they had been well trained by their teachers. 
So far as we are competent to judge, we think, the teachers and the 
educational work of the county will compare favorably with that 
being done anywhere in the State. I have tried to inspire our 
teachers with the sentiment that their calling is a noble and exalted 
one. I have done what I could to elevate the moral and educa- 
tional standard of our schools. In conclusion, permit me to ex- 
tend my sincere thanks to the teachers, school officers, and people 
generally of this county, for their hospitality and the many cour- 
tesies extended to me while in the discharge of my official duties* 
If I have had any success in my work, it is largely duo to the man- 
ner in which I have been sustained by our teachers. Believing that 
the school work in this State will be placed on a higher plane and 
the schools made better under your careful supervision and judi- 
cious management^ and thanking you for the many favors shown 
me in the past, I am, etc. 



MONROE COUNTY, 1895. 
W. F. Weikle, County Superintendent. 

Owing to the extreme inclemency of the winter and protracted 
illness, 1 failed to visit quite a number of schools, but while I was 
in a position to ascertain, the interest and progress were reasonably 
satisfactory. The teachers were all (or nearly all) attempting to 
establish the Graded System, and I believe if my successor suc- 
ceeds in keeping up the interest already attained, the schools will 
all conform to the system in a few years. 

The greatest hindrance to the entire success of the free schools, 
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io my observation, is the l«ck of recognition and promotion for 
those who do the best work and gain a reputation. Such a small 
per cent, cf the teachers and school officers are selected because 
of their qualification and fitness. Too many are chosen through 
sympathy, and the mistaken idea that public funds are to bo dis- 
tributed generously to thos^e who may seem to stand must in need, 
regardless of any merit. 1 would not attempt a remedy, but surely 
there is one badly needed. 

The law making five months school the minimum is a step in the 
right direction, but will not be a success unless the State school 
fund be increased so all districts may run their schouls on a more 
unirorm levy. . 

I think all items of no importance should be stricken from the 
reports, and the law strictly enforced requiring teachers and sub- 
ordinate officers to make entirely complete and correct reports- 

I thank you again for the many favors shown me in our official 
relations. 



MONKOE COUWTY, 1896. 
J, H. Cook, County Svperintendent. 
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I have the honor of submitting for your approval my first An- 
nu al Report of the schools of Monroe county for the year ending 
June 30, 1896. I regret having to ask you to pardon me for being 
so late with my report. I can as-uro you that it has been an nna- 
voidiible delay upon my part, since protracted sickness in the fam- 
ily of one of the secretaries has been one hindrance, and so much 
delay and inaccuracy upon the part of other district secretaries 
which has not only caused delay but a considerable amount of 
extra time and Jabor, There beems to be a grievous wrong some- 
where along this line, which I think your Department has had 
some former experience with, and 1 feel confident that your De- 
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f>artment will not lose sight of it until the evil be remedied, and 
that in due lime the wron^ may be righted. I hop6 no ^eat in- 
convenience has been felt in your Department by this delay and 
that you may tind my report correct even if it should be a little 
worn from over handling. With pleasure I visited all the schools in 
the coimty but one,whicti was not in ses.-ion while I was in that local- 
ity. I visited some of the schools as often as three times, and with 
few exccptiins, I found them in a very satisfactory condition. 
Owing to the fact that scarlet fever, measles, and whooping cough 
were prevalent in many sections of the county last year during 
the school > months I had to visit some localities several times in 
order to complete my work. I think this will account for the 
small per cent, of average daily attendance, since, I found in some 
few schools outside of those sections visited by these misfortunes 
that the entire enumeration was enrolled and not more than one 
or two absent. 

I find that the Graded Course of Study, prepared by you, is 
growing in favor with teachers, school officers, and all who have 
taken the pains to find out its true worth and design. I find the 
principal drawback to the progress of the work is the want of the 
proper books, but I hope this hindrance will soon vanish and that 
the ^'Manual" may "accomplish that whereunto it was sent." I 
found about twenty per cent, of our teachers well equipped for 
their responsible duty. I also find that by visiting the school that it 
affords me a better opportunity of finding out what the true grade 
of teachers' cortiricate^ should be. Tho board of examiners are 
gradually raising the standard of examinations and teachers are 
beginning to firid out if they stay in the front rank that they must 
keep on hands a good supply of ''ammunition." I think that we 
have tho co-operation of our Boards of Education in our endeavor 
to improve the condition of the school houses and thus move for- 
ward in the cause of education. Last year's institute conducted by 
Maj. James M. Lee and Prof. James T. Tucker was attended with 
a marked degree of improvement in interest and attendance and 
their efficient work will ever remain with us. There were nine 
graduates from our public schools last school year, six females and 
three males. I hope that success may crown all our honest ettbrts 
to advance the cause of education, and that you will accept my 
hearty appreciation for the courtesy and kindness shown me in the 
discharge of my duty by you and your assistants. 



MORGAN COUNTY, 1895. 

T, B. Thompson, County Superintenden,t. 

1 herewith have the honor to transmit to you my second Annual 
Report of the schools of Morgan county. I like to write of sun- 
shine, progress, and prosperity; to talk of the good and noble pur- 
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noses and deeds of those with whom I associate. The schools of 
Morgan are in a healthy and progressive condition. The teac>ier;:i 
h«ve labored faithfully and earnestly to advance their pupils. I 
can truly say that the past school year has been one of marked im- 
provement in the cause of education. Every district has a surplus. 
There will be one new school bouse built this summer, one re- 
built, and one room furnished. There will be two more teachers 
employed ihan ever before in this county. The most drawback to 
the schools of Morgan is non and Irregular attendance; my report 
will show that only 79 per cent, of the children were enrolled in 
the schools of our county, and less than 50 per cent, average daily 
attendance. There is plenty of money expended in Morgan county 
to give every child in it a good common school education. What 
this county need^^ is a uniform county levy; and a compulsory 
school law. In closing my work, perhaps forever, as County Su- 
perintendent of free school?, I wish to express my thanks to the 
school officers, school teachers, and the people generally of this 
county, for their hospitality and for the many courtesies extended 
to me while in the discbarge of my official dutie?. If I have had 
any success in my work it is largely due to the generous manner in 
which 1 have been- sustained by school officers, teaclierd, and ^)a- 
trons, I also wish to thank you for the promptnats, ucd kindness 
with which you have answered my every question. 



MORGAN COUNTY, 1896. 
W. E, Dawson, Comity SuperintendenL 
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I have the honor herewith to submit to you my first Annual Be- 

Eort and I think you will find it substantially correct. There has 
een considerable progress in the schools of this county in many 
respects. We have an intelligent, hardworking class of teachers, 
who are using every meaoa at hand to qualify themselves for the 
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edacational work, some of them attending the State Normals, while 
others are equipping themselves in other good schools. The en- 
lightened teacher is esteemed and respected by our people, and the 
time is fast approaching when the Morgan county teacher wit^ an- 
tiquated methods will be relegated to the rear, and their places be 
filled by the one who has lived up to his or her privileges in this 
day of schools and colleges. The schools are being graded accord- 
ing to the State Manual as nearly as possible under existing cir- 
cumstances, but the obstacles with which the teachers meet are be- 
ing removed, and the Graded Manual is now an absolute necessity 
in the successful school. 

The attendance is not what it should be, and I am inclined to 
think will not be until we have a compulsory school law. This is 
my first year. I am not in a position to report the condition of 
the schools as fully as I should like, but I am justified in saying 
that the schools of Morgan county are in a healthy condition, with 
every indication of rapid advancement in the near future. 



McDowell county, i895.^ 

Samuel W. Hammond, County Supermtendent. 

1 have the honor of transmitting to you my second Annual Re- 
port of the condition of the free schools of McDowell county for 
the year ending June 30, 1895. And in compliance with section 
56, Chap. XLV. of the Code of W. Va., herein submit to your 
honor a brief written report. McDowell county, comparatively 
speaking, being in its infancy educationally, as well as it is indus- 
trially, we can truthfully say the schools of this county are making 
rapid strikes toward progress, taking into consideration the disad- 
vantages with which we necessarily have to contend in a newly de- 
veloped county. Contrasting the present condition of the schools 
of this county with what they were prior to my incumbency it 
warrants the statement that McDowell is coming to the front and 
will ere long be '4n line," and bids fair in the future to compare 
favorably in the educational line with any of her sister counties. 
As shown in the accompanying report, quite a number of houses 
in Elkhorn and Brown's Creek Districts were rented this year, 
owing to the fact that the district Boards of Education were finan- 
cially unable to meet the demands with new school houses at all the 
places. Only substantial, neat, and commodious houses are being 
built. 

As to the teachers, we have a number of wide-awake, energetic 
teachers, quite an improvement having been made within the last 
year or two. 

When 1 visited the schools I was gratified to find a majority of 
the teachers doing good work. 

With salary at $50.00 per month for No. 1 certificates, as it is in 
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Brown's Creek District and 840.00 in Elkhorn, we have succeeded 
in procuring more competent teachers. Over half the schools of the 
county are graded according to the Manual and Course of Study- 
prescribed by the State Superintendent of Free Schools. 1 bi lieve 
when this Graded Course is put in thorough operation it will be 
the means of raising the country and village schools to that high 
standard of proficiency that has never been attained in the State. 

What Franklin did for the "Sons of Revolution" Concord State 
Normal School is doing for our little army of teachers in Mc- 
Dowell. This is rather digressing from the subject, but it cer- 
tainly has a great bearing on the teacherb' profession, and I will 
Kay here as a suggestion to County Superintendents, patronize the 
Normul School, encourage your teachers, especially those young in 
the cause, to take a course at that institution to better prepare 
themselves for the noble work of teaching. Believing that 
thorough and efficient county and district supervision of our free 
tcbools are the chief prime factors in maintaining the same, with 
this assumption, without mentioning any other reasons for the 
support of our argument, we therefore favor raising the salary 
of ihe County Superintendent and then reiiuire him to devote his 
whole time and attention to his office. Also we believe in raising 
the maximum salary of the secretary of Board of Education. 
We heartily endorse House Bill No. 126 enacted by the Ijegislature 
of this State at its last session, concerning series of text-books for 
use of public schools of W. Va. As this report closes my work 
as County Superintendent of McDowell county, allow me to ac- 
knowledge my grateful thanks for your kindness and for courtesies 
shown me during my term of office; also to the teachers for their 
kindness and hospitality extended me in the discharge of my duties. 



McDowell county, i896. 

R. R. Shitb, Couniy Superintendent. 
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214 Report of State Scperintexdent 

The schools of this county are in better condition than they have 
been in the pa*'>t, but there is still room for a great many improve- 
ments. I think the teachers we have at present are alive to their 
work and doing all in their power, as a rule, for the advancement 
of their pupil;). I only visited about one-third of the whole num- 
ber of the schools in the county this year, but found more than tbe 
usual interest manifeste<l by both teachers and pupils. 



NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1895. 



J. A. White, County SuperintendenL 



I have the honor of submitting my fourth and last Annual Re- 
port of the condition of the public schools of Nicholas county 
which I believe to ])e absolutely correct in every particular. 

Our educational interests are, in the main, in a healthy and pros- 
perous condition. One evidence of this is the fact that all the sec- 
retaries made full, complete, and correct reports to me within the 
time speci tied by law. I take great pleasure in saying that our 
teachers have done good work, and that through the work done at 
our district institutes school officers and the public generally are 
taking more interest in the work than ever before. The outlook 
for the future is bright indeed; however, the Boards of Education 
in six of our magisterial districts made the mistake of dropping 
teachers salaries back to the minimum simply because they had to 
levy for five months instead of four. 1 hope ihey will see their 
mistake before the close of another year. 

In taking leave of the Superintendency, permit me to thank 
you for your courtesies and forbearance toward me, and for the 
promptness with which you have answered all my inquiries. To 
the teachers and people with whom I have worked for the past four 
years I extend my heartfelt thanks for their uniform kindness and 
warm hospitality, hoping they will be as kind and forbearing to 
my successor as they nave been to me. 
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NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1896. 

W. S. Henderson, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith Fubmit niy Annual Ropnrt of the echoolnfor Nicholas 
county for the Bchoot year ending June 30, 1896. While it is not 
what I desire it to be, it is the best I can make from the data fur- 
nished me by the secretaries of the Boards of Education. Some of 
these reports have been very irregularly made, which has caused 
quite a delay in my report. 

I am glad to report some advancement in our schools and school 
work, as the following .figures will show: 

Total amount of money colietted for scbool purposes in T80.T |19..'592 23 

Tolal amount of money collected for school piirposea in 1896 22,348 30 

Making an increase over 1895 of 2,756 07 

Q'otal amount expended for Bchool purpose* in 1895 _ 17,109 09 

Tota! amount expended for school purposes in 1896 20,2M 75 

Making an increase in espendit urea over 1895of 3,U5 65 

Number of achoola in 189.') '. 97 

Number of schools in 1896 J03 

Making an increase of 5 

Total number of pupils enrolled in schools for 1895 3,154 

Total number of pupils enrolled in scbools tor 1896 3,171 

An increase of _... 17 

Average daily attendance in 18*5 _ 2,058 

Averagedaily attendance in 1S96 _ 2^065 

Makingan iucrease of 7 

Total cumber of months taught in 1895 383 

Total number of months taught in 1896 495 

Making an increase of IO7 

The total cost per month for 1895 was. $ 44 92 

The lotal cost per month for 18U6 wa« 40 92 

Making aa average cost of $3.17 lees per month in 1896 than in 1895. 
T/i* General Condition. — The general condition of the schools is 
good. Teachers are doing good work, and school officials are be- 
coming wide awake to their duties; but schools are not yet what I 
desire to see. There are many drawbacks. Among these I may 
mention, are: Irregular attendance, improper school incentives, 
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The schools of this county are in better condition than they have 
been in the past, but there is still room for a great many improve- 
ments. I think the teachers we have at present are alive to their 
work and doing all in their power, as a rule, for the advancement 
of their pupils. I only visited about one-third of the whole num- 
ber of the schools in the county this year, but found more than tue 
usual interest manifested by both teachers and pupils. 



NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1895. 



J. A. White, County SuperintendenL 



I have the honor of submitting my fourth and last Annual Re- 
. port of the condition of the public schocls of Nicholas county 
which I believe to be absolutely correct in every particular. 

Our educational interests are, in the main, in a healthy and pros- 
perous condition. One evidence of this is the fact that all the sec- 
retaries made full, complete, and correct reports to me within the 
time specified by law. I take great pleasure in saying that our 
teachers have done good work, and that through the work done at 
our district institutes school officers and the public generally are 
taking more interest in the work than ever before. The outlook 
for the future is bright indeed; however, the Boards of Education 
in six of our magisterial districts made the mistake of dropping 
teachers salaries back to the minimum simply because they had to 
levy for five months instead of four. I hope ihey will see their 
mistake before the close of another year. 

In taking leave of the Superintendency, permit me to thank 
ypu for your courtesies and forbearance toward me, and for the 
promptness with which you have answered all my inquiries. To 
the teachers and people with whom I have worked for the past four 
years I extend my heartfelt thanks for their uniform kindness and 
warm hospitality, hoping they will be as kind and forbearing to 
my successor as they nave been to me. 



OF Fbee Scboou. 

NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1896. 

W. S. Henderson, County Superintctident. 
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I herewith pubmit uiy Annual Kepnrt of thoFchoolsfor Nitiholas 
county for the school year emliiiK June 30, IS90. While it ia not 
what I desire it to be, it is the best I can make from the data fur- 
nished me by the secretaries of the Boarda of EdiicatioD. Some of 
these reports have been very irregularly made, which has caused 
quite a delay in my rejiort, 

I am glad to report aome advancement in our schools and school 
work, as the following lignres will show: 

Total amount o[ money colli'i-teil fnr giOiooI purposes in ISO-i tl!),.ifl2 SS 

Totalamountotiiiou('yc;ollectL'<l for school iiiiriioscs in 189(3 22.348 30 

Making an increase over 18'JS of 2.75(i 07 

'YtiifiX amount ex peni^eil for school purpoeei in ISDTi _ 17,109 09 

Total Binonnt sTpeniloil for ecliuol jiurposeR in lHtl6 20,2.i4 75 

Makinjt an inoffiiBe in pxpeuilitureH over 18U5 of 3,U5 (Ifi 

If amber ot echoolB in IHitfi .'. J17 

Number o£ Bcliool 8 in lS!i6. 102 

Making an increapc of 5 

Total number of pupils enrolled in fi-hoolB for 181),) 3,164 

Total number of pupild ciiroileJ in ediools for 1890 3,171 

Average daily attendant;!! in Ifit*.! _ 2,058 

Average daily attendant's in 1S!)6 _ 2'065 

Making an iucrpaic of ' 7 

Total number of montha taught in IS05 3B8 

Total number oE montliH tauglit in 1808 405 

Making an increaBB of 107 

The total cost per mouth for 18i>r> wna $ 44 92 

The total coat per month for ]8!it> wiw 40 02 

Making an average cost of JO. 17 lens per month in IRDfi than in 1805. 
77ie General CimilHinn. — The general condition of the schools ia 
good. Teachers are doing good work, and school officials are be- 
coming wide awake to their duties; but schools arc not yet what I 
desire to see. There arc many drawbacks. Among these I may 
mention, are: Irregular attendance, improper school incentives, 
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The schools of this county are in better condition than they have 
been in the past, but there is still room for a great many improve- 
ments. I think the teachers we have at present are alive to their 
work and doing all in their power, as a rule, for the advancement 
of their pupils. I only visited about one-third of the whole num- 
ber of the schools in the county this year, but found more than tue 
usual interest manifested by both teachers and pupils. 



NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1895. 



J. A. White, County Superintendent 



I have the honor of submitting my fourth and last Annual Re- 
. port of the condition of the public schoDls of Nicholas county 
which I believe to be absolutely correct in every particular. 

Our educational interests are, in the main, in a healthy and pros- 
porous condition. One evidence of this is the fact that all the sec- 
retaries made full, complete, and correct reports to me within the 
time specified by law. I take great pleasure in saying that our 
teachers have done good work, and that through the work done at 
our district institutes school officers and the public generally are 
taking more interest in the work than ever before. The outlook 
for the future is bright indeed; however, the Boards of Education 
in six of our magisterial districts made the mistake of dropping 
teachers salaries back to the minimum simply because they had to 
levy for five months instead of four. I hope ihey will see their 
mistake before the close of another year. 

In taking leave of the Superintendency, permit me to thank 
y/)u for your courtesies and forbearance toward me, and for the 
promptness with which you have answered all my inquiries. To 
the teachers and people with whom I have worked for the past four 
years I extend my heartfelt thanks for their uniform kindness and 
warm hospitality, hoping they will be as kind and forbearing to 
my successor as they nave been to me. 
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NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1896. 

W. S. Henderson, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith Fubmit uiy Annual Kepnrt of the Fchoolnfor Nicholas 
county for the school year ending June 30, 189(j. Wliile it is not 
what I desire it to be, it is the best I can make from the data fur- 
nished me by the secretaries of the Boards of Edncaiion. Some of 
these reports have been very irregularly made, which has caused 
quite a delay in my rei>ort. 

I am glad to report some advancement in our schools and school 
work, as the following figares will show: 

Total amount of monpy colliiited for school purposes in TR!).) $19,502 23 

Total amount of money colleiitud for school pur|ioaea in 1H96 22,348 30 

Making an increane over 1805 of 2.7i=H( 07 

Total amount eipendoii for enhool piirposei in 1895 _ 17,109 09 

Total amount ex j>end(iil furn'hool purposeit in ISKC 20,2M 75 

Makinjt an ircreaHe in ('.-(iienclitiireH over I8D5of 3,145 6f> 

Number of ediools in IKiiTi ;, cfj 

Number of school e in 18!i6. 102 

Making an increase of 5 

Total number of [lupiln enrolled in fcIiooIb for Ifi!).) 3,154 

Total number of pupila enrolled in echoola for 1800 3,171 

Averagie dwly attendancn in IS"}.! 2,058 

Averogedaily attemtauce in isoe _ 2,065 

Making an increase of 7 

Total number of months taiiRht in 1S95 388 

Total number of moulliB taught in ISiWJ 405 

Making an increase of 107 

The total eost per inmith for ]K!)5 waa $ 44 fl2 

The total coet per month for l«!Nl wtw 40 92 

Making an averuKU eost of %?..V1 less per montli in ISSJG than in 1895. 
Th» General CimdUion. — The general condition of the schools is 
good. Teachers are doing good work, and school officials are be- 
coming wide awako to their duties; but schools aro not yet what I 
desire to see. There are many drawbacks. Among these I may 
mention, are: Irregular attendance, improper school incentives, 
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lack of interest among school patrons, lack of school accommoda- 
tions, and indifference on the part of teachers. I shall not enter 
into a discussion of these, but only say that they must be removed 
or reduced to a minimum before our schools will accomplish what 
we so much desire to see. 

Sanitary Condition of Our School Houses. — One of our greatest 
needs, is better school buildinofs. The sanitary condition of many 
of our houses is very bad. While teachers afre^ instructing pupils 
in physiology and hygiene some of the most important hygienic 
rules are being violated. The ventilation and heating arrange- 
ments are very imperfect. All of our rooms are heated with com- 
mon cast iron stoves, which throw oS a large amount of carbonic 
acid gases. This, with the viciated air in the room, made so by 
the pupils breathing and rebreathing the same, and no means of 
carrying this off, make it very unhealthy for pupils. I deem it 
almost criminal to endanger the physical being to develop the 
intellectual, I would suggest that our school law be so amended 
as to have sanitary insjpection, and that our Boards of Education be 
compelled to arrange a better system of ventilation in the school 
rooms. A system based on hygienic principles. 

School Officers.— Before a County Superintendent can do the work 
that is necessary to push the interests of the schools he must be 
given more executive power. He should be made a party to the 
financial settlement with the sheriff and County Court, and also 
with the sheriff and the disi riots for all school moneys. This would 
enable hrm to assist in keeping a correct record of the finance of 
the districts. 

Intellectual qualifications should be a requisite to the oflSce of 
secretary of the Board of Education. More depends upon this officer 
in obtaining correct statistics than any other in the county. lam 
of the opinion that he should be appointed by the County Superin- 
teBd3nt instead of the Board. 

(jrradlng Our Schools. — Our schools \7ere all reported as graded 
according to the Manual furnished by the State Superintendent. 
While visiting schools I found but few that I considered as graded, 
and I fear they will never be thoroughly graded until we have 
free text-books, compulsory education, and a more rigid superin- 
tendency of schools. The Graded System is doing much good, and 
1 find both teachers and school patrons becoming more interested 
in it. 

Literature in Schools.— -There is no field in the school work that 
needs more attention than this. The country is being flooded with 
a class of literature that is poisonous to the young mind. There is 
no work the teacher can do that will be of more value than to cul- 
tivate in the pupil a desire lor good literature. Our school law 
should be so amended as to put more literature in the schools. 

Conclusion. — I would say in conclusion, the live teacher is 
what we need to make ttie school. His power in shaping the fu- 
ture of his pupils is almost infinite. The mission of the teacher 
cannot be measured. The interests that cluster around the teacher 
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cannot be transcient. Id a political campaign maybe mvolveda 
riiilrnail scheme; on the recept'on of a new book may depend a 
literary reputation; but on the eniile or frown of-tbe teacher may 
tremble human destiny. 



OHIO COUNTY, 1895. 
Fra>'k C. Cox, County Superintendent. 

In submitting my Annual Rpport I can say with pleasure that 
Ohio county is still advancing in educational work, teachers are 
becoming more efficient, and parents more deeply interested. I 
was unable ti visit all the Bchools of the county last year on ac- 
count of my studies at the University. I, however, visited all of 
the schools that I had an opportunity to visit, and noted with 
Hatisfaction the effieient work which ia being done. The Graded 
Course of Study is being introduced, the perfecting of the same, I 
feel, will be highly beneficial to onr schools. Our teachers are be- 
coming more progressive. I believe they are above the standard in 
the State; this is largely due to tho advantages of the State Normal 
School ut West liiherly, which fits nearlv all our teachers for their 
work. Our teachers receive a higher salarv than those of any 
other county in the State, while the term is from eight to ten 
months in length. 'I'here was not a No. 3 teacher employed in the 
county last year. Our school houses are all comfortably furnished 
and well supplied with apparatus; in fact, there are but few houses 
that Hre not supplied with all themodern conveniences, which adds 
much to the success and pleasure of both teacher and pupils. 

I thank you and your Department (or kindness shown during the 
past two years, and have fond hopes for the future of your schools. 



OHIO COUNTY, 1896. 
Ja8. C. Lewis, County Superintendent. 
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218 Report of State Superintendent 

In accordance witii law I append to my Annual Report the fol- 
lowing written report and explanations. The city of Wheeling 
being independent and not under my supervision, this, as well as 
the foregoing financial and statistical report refers to the county 
schools only. 

Teachers: Our five magristerial districts employed fifty-four teach- 
ers during the past winter. The Board of Education of Liberty Dis- 
trict also employed a colored girl 3 months at $14.00 per n-onth to 
teach six colored pupils in sub-district No. 3. She had no certifi- 
cate and made no reports; and I was not notified of the school in 
time to visit it. Of the fifty-four regular teachers (each of whom I 
visited once-a few oftener-during the winter) the majorit jr were am- 
bitious to be, and I believe were, reasonably successful. There 
were others whose work was below the average, and a few 
made almost if not total failures. Our poor work is due 
mainly to three causes ; viz., the neglect of the lazy 
teacher, the indifference of the money getting teachers, 
and the lack of scientific knowledge of the experience 
getter. A number of our teachers are very young, and con- 
sequently lack the practical experience necesseary to effective teach- 
ing. It is a truth also, which goes without question, that the young 
are lacking in that development of the mental faculties — that 
stability — which gives to the mature mind the power to reason cor- 
rectly and to render sound judgment. The young teacher is no 
exception to this rule; hence much of his work is done in a hap- 
hazard manner, and the results of ten a failure in the teaching or the 
disciplinary work of the school room, or both. I believe that our 
School Law should be so amended that no certificate to teach shall 
hereafter be granted to any one under 20 years C)f age. 

Graded Course of Study : Although nearly all teachers report 
their schools graded according to the Manual, I find in visiting 
that it is the exception and not the rule, to find a school classified 
and graded properly, although all follow the Manual in part. The 
law requires the County Superintendent to see that the Graded 
Course of Study is fully adopted, and our next Legislature should 
give him \ki^porioer to do this. The Course, as far a^ adopted, has 
given excellent results. 

Hindrances to Proper Grading: A large number of children 
come to school unprovided with the necessary text-books. Some 
parents are too poor to buy; others f^ imply say they will not waste 
so much money ''buving books." Irregular attendance al&o plays 
havoc with the faithful teacher's well laid plans. It is a deploroble 
fact that numbers of parents in Ohio county permit their children 
to absent themf^elves from school as often as they choose. The 
above are conditions under which, no matter how earnestly the 
teacher may strive, proper classifying and grading is an impossi- 
bility. 

Iiree Text-Boolcs: The teachers of Ohio county together with a 
large proportion of the tax payers are in favor of free text-books 
to beiurnished by the State. By following the lead of our sister 
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State, Pennsylvania, and others which have adopted the same plan, 
our State can remove one of the greatest hindrances to proper 
gradinor, i, ^., want of necessary text-books, 

Corapulsory School Law: A compulsory school law would be 
hailed with deliofht by every teacher, and I believe by the majority 
of parents in Ohio county. There are children who grow up with- 
in the sound of the school bell, but who rarely if ever see the in- 
side of a school room. This is simply due to neglect or indifference 
on the part of the parent. If it be the duty of the State to compel 
the parent to care for the physically neglected child, it is its duty 
in a much higher sense to compel him to make use of the oppor- 
tunities offered in our common schools for the cultivation of the 
neglected mind of that child. 

Exhibit of School Work at Institate: On December 31, 1895 I 
sent out a circular letter requesting each teacher to have her pupils 
prepare, on legal cap, for exhibition at institute, some of their 
ordinary daily class work in one or moie branches, stating also 
their age and grade. The object in view was two fold: fir.st, the 
benefit to be derived by the pupils from the preparation of 
this work; second, the mutual benefit to be derived by teachers 
from their inspection of one another's methods as exhibited in the 
work of their pupils. Nearly every teacher took part in this ex- 
hibit and the result was most creditable. Class work in almost 
every branch in the common school course was shown. Kinder- 
garten work, drawing, "busy work," exercises in numbers, etc., 
from the Primary Grade. From the Intermediate and Upper 
Grades class work in arithmetic, spelling, physiology, etc., some 
fine drawings, excellent maps drawn from memory, pulp maps, 
maps illustrating the principal campaigns in U. S. History, and 
several sets of neatly filled book-keeping blanks. Both teachers 
and visitors derived a great deal of pleasure and profit from this 
feature of the institute. 

Graduates: Common School Diplomas were this year issued to 
twenty-three graduates. Out of eight who afterward took the 
teachers' examination five passed; one receiving a first grade; two 
second grade; and two third grade certificates. 

Salaries: School boards, secretaries, etc., should.be better paid. 
County Superintendents should be paid a reasonable salary and 
then required to devote their whole time to the work of super- 
vision, holding institutes, etc. 

In Conclusion: I would say that the work of the past year has, 
in general, been good; and I hope to see a marked improvement in 
its character during the coming term. I hope, also, to se our pres- 
ent ambiguous and contradictory school laws speedily replaced by 
laws giving to West Virginia's children the advantages of an ed- 
ucational system second to none in the United States. 
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PENDLETON COUNTY, 1895. 
Geo. W. Grady, County Superintendent, 

In submitting this my second Annual Report of the progress 
and condition of the schools and school work of Pendleton county 
for the school year beginning July 1, 1894:, and ending June 30, 
1895, 1 beg leave to say that notwithstanding its imperfections 
1 have endeavored to make a full report. 

The schools of the county were all taught Jth is year^by some of 
the teachers taking more than one school. Our list of teachers 
shows some repetitions of names, caused ^by the same teachers at- 
tending difterent examinations. 

1 visited nearly all the schools of the county this year, but a few 
of them were not in session at the time of ray visit and the ex- 
treme cold weather prevented my making a second tour. 

The schools are doinor fairly ^ood work, yet there is stillroom 
for improvement. I have labored earnestly to inspire in all con- 
cerned a desire and consequent effort for more effective work. 
But although the teachers to a varied extent are trying to grade 
and improve the organizations of their respective schools, I find in 
almost all the schools an opposition to anything like progress or 
advancement in methods, in the form of fogyism of every kind. 
Indifference on the part of parents in providing text- books and 
the counter influence exercised by them over their children 
in regard to certain studies and n ethods of teaching^has a very 
damaging effect on the progress of the work. 

The introduction of the State Manual and Graded Courseof Study 
is gradually increasing as its advantages are becoming more and 
more apparent, and it is believed that public sentiment is enlisting in 
its favor, and we fondly hope that the day is not distant that will 
witness an improvement in the educational interest of the county. 
I have endeavored through the county press, and by personal effort 
to awaken an interest among the people and school oflScers in the 
cause of education, and we hope not without some success. But 
times are very embarrassing, and the work of advancement Js slow. 

If something could be done to provide for more apparatus, at 
least a set of reading charts, a globe, &c., for each school, it would 
be a great help. 

Tbis report proves'^and balances. You will find in columns 105 
and 106 a little defect. One of the secretaries failed to report the 
data for these columns and 1 took the assessment from last year's 
report. I think it is a little less than this year. You will kindly 
excuse this and other imperfections. I have done the best I could 
to make a full report. 

Before closing* this my last report I cant ot forbear to express 
my gratitude to you for the kindlv manner in which you have as- 
sisted me in my work, and my appreciation of your desire for the 
success of our schools. 



OF Free Schoom. 

PENDLETON COUNIT, 1896. 

H. M. Calhoun, County Superintendent. 
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I submit herewith my first Annual Ileport. The delay and in- 
completeness of the reports of some of the secretaries have some- 
what delayed my own. I hope and believe you will find it correct. 

The condition of our schools is not Haltering, In most of the 
districts wages are down to the minimum, and it is imjwssible to 
hold many of our best teachers in the profession. We have some 
teachers who are laboring earnestly and lilerally wearing out their 
lives in the work, but the large majority consist of raw recruits, 
who teat'h a year or two and then quit or leave to one of the neigh- ' 
boring counties, where they receive better wages. 

The people teein willing to pay moreif they could, but the present 
financial stringency has lallen so heavily on ourpeople that many 
of them are almost unable lo pay their taxes now. Many of our 
largest taxpayers seem to entertain a warm feeling for our teachers 
and realize the necessity of paying them better wages without the 
ability to do so. 

Trying to raise the standard of teaching or to institute any far 
reaching reform is trying to rear a building on a foundation of 
mud. Sometimes, for a lime, it seems 10 rise, and again it sinks. 

I have done my very best under the eircumiitances and enter upon 
the new year with a determination to redouble my etforts toward 
securing better schools. 

I have experienced mncb difiicully in getting the Presidents of 
the various di'itrict Boards of Education together for the election of 
boards of examiners. I believe the law should be so amended as 
tOi permit the County Superintendent to name taid board indepen- 
dent of any other authority. 

During the past year I have made persistent efforls to bringabout 
a reform in granting certificates, giving them only lo those who 
hone=lly and honorably earn them and are morally tit lo instruct 
our- youth. The loose manner of conducting thfse affairs hereto- 
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fore makes the task a very hard as well as unpleasant one, but the 
better class of teachers and citizens are rallying to my support and 
lending moral aid. 

I visited all the schools in the county that were in progress, many 
of them twice. I made a special effort to put the provisions of the 
State Manual in complete operation, and believe my efforts were at- 
tended with some measure of success. My best wishes and hearty 
CO operation attend you in your noble work. 



PLEASANTS COUNTY, 1895. 

C. L. Shingleton, County Superintendent 

I have the honor to submit to you my second and last Annual 
Report of the statistical and financial condition of the free schools 
of Pleasants county for the year ending June 30, 1895. You will 
please pardon my delay in sending in my report, as it is due to 
the fact that I have been unible to get reports from some of the 
8ecretarie«i of the Boards ot Education. I have tried to have this 
report as full and complete as possible from the information fur- 
nished me by the secretaries, and I hope you will find it so. I am 
inclined to believe that many of the secretaries are not as accurate 
as they should be in thier statement of the Building and Teachers' 
Funds. I returned four of the secretaries' reports for correction. 
One of them I returned three times before it was so I could make 
"up my report. It was not as full and complete as it should have 
been then. The greatest trouble I have noticed in secretaries' re- 
ports is the financial part. I am inclined to believe that most of 
the secretaries allow the sheriff to settle to suit himself. I found 
this true in his settlement with one district, where the sheriff had 
himself charged with levy on nearly $2,000.00 less than the 
amount charged to him by the secretary. 1 went with the secre 
tary to the Sheriff's oflSce and had him correct the error. I be- 
lieve that the County Superintendent should be required by law to 
be present when the sheriff makes his settlement with the respec- 
tive Boards. 

I visited all except two of the schools in the county last winter 
and some of the schools I visited t^ice. The two I failed to visit 
were not in session when I was making my annual visits. Oak 
Hill, in Union District, had not begun, and Nine Mile, in McKim 
District, was having vacation, caused by the meales. I am glad 
to be able to say that 1 found most of the schools in good working 
condition, and the teachers, generally, trying to do good work. 
You will notice that I have reported all the schools as having been 
graded according to the Manual and Graded Course. This is true 
only in part, however. . In all the schools I believe the teachers 
have tried to grade as best they could under the present circum- 
Btancea. Some places it is almost impossible to get the necessary 



OF Free Schools. 



S23 



books needed by the pupil for the proper classification of the 

ftnpiU. This difficuliy will, I think, finally be overcome by legis- 
ation. 1 have ursred the teachers to use their best efforts to prade 
their respective schools. I believe the school law shouW be 
ameoded an as to allow the County Superintendent more of a com- 
pensation for his labor and then require bim to devote all his time 
with the schools and assist in grading: them. 

A. pupils' examination for those who had completed the common 
school course wai held at St. Mary's by the two members of the 
board of examiners, Miss Annie E. Nole and Mr. H, L, Stout. 
(I was unable to be present.) The result of which the following 
persons were granted the Common School Diploma: From Mt. 
Olive school, in Grant District, were Brady W. Hammett, Judith 
A. Ruckman, and Bessie Kester. From St. Mary's school, in 
Washington District, wa'i John A. Core. From Oak Hill, in 
Union District, were Carrie Wells and Anthony D. Wells. From 
Reynolds school, in McKim District, was Agnes Hardy, This is 
the first examination of thi<i kind ever held in the county. I be- 
lieve it will be the means of urging the pupils to do greater work 
in their studies. 



. PLEASANTS COUNTY, 1896. 
Rqb't. L. Pemberton, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor of submitting to you my first Annual Report. 
I have striven to be accurate in the statistics, and I can assure you 
that the condition of some of the secretaries' reports made the task 
no easy one. 

We are enforcing the Graded Course of Stndy in our schools. 
and adopting the Manual. The lack of text -books is a hindrance, 
at least among pupils of Primary and Intermediate Grades. On 
the other band, great trouble arises from the number of stadiei 
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required to be taught. It is the unanimous opinion of our teacher?, 
as well as of my own, from personal experience, that the higher 
branches should be taken out of our primary schools. The teacher 
can do justice neither to himself nor to his pupils. Almost any 
teacher naturally prefers inKtructing in the higher branches, and 
the temptation in so great that in some of our schools I am satisfied 
that the Primary Grade has not had its due proportion of time and 
attention. 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY, 1895. 
Davis L. Barlow, County Superintendent. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you my second Annual Re- 
port of the condition of the public schools of Pocahontas county 
for the school year beginning July 1, 1894, and ending June 30, 
1895. I hope you will find the report correct. 

School Krpenditures. —The total expenditure for the public 
schools in Pocahontas county, including teachers' salaries and cur- 
rent expense^ ^n^y? i^ $9,197, an increase of $118.96 over the year 
preceding. Of this sum $8, 122.07 went for the payment of teachers' 
salaries. The average expenditure per pupil was |3.85 per term, or 
96 cents per month. 

Teachers, — The number of teachers employed in our public 
schools is seventy- five, of whom thirty- eight or 50.7 per cent, are 
males. 

Teachers'^ Salaries — Our teachers should receive better saiaries. 
Only three counties in the State pay as low wagon to teachers as 
Pocahontas. The teacher is expected to include in his mental 
equipment the elements of all knowledge, and yet the salary re- 
ceived in our county is barely suilicient to justify respectable sub- 
sistence, much less afford the means of attending school. Who 
will prepare himself for the profession of teaching when he knows 
that he will only be employed a few months each year at a salary 
of $26.50 per month? We cannot expect our young men and wo- 
men to enter the State Normal Schools, State University, or any 
of the high schools and after years of preparation return home 
and take charge of our free schools at the present salary. If the 
Boards of Education will pay better wages wo will have better 
schools. Our present plan ot fixing the teachers' salaries is not a 
good one. I would like to rsee the teacher paid according to his 
merits. In this way the teacher would be encouraged to remain in 
the profession and improve his methods and do better work. By 
the present plan of paying teachers our experienced and qualified 
teacners are driven from the field. 



OP Free Schools. 

NICHOLAS COUNTY, 1896. 

W. S. Henderson, County Superintendent. 
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I herewith pubmit my Annual liepnrt of tho Fchoolsfor Nicholas 
county for the school year ending ,lune 3L», 1S!>6. While it is not 
what I desire it to be, it is the boat I can make from the data fur- 
nished me by the secretaries of the Boards of Education. Some of 
these reports have been very irregularly made, which has caused 
quite a delay in my report. 

I am glad to report some advancement in our schools and school 
work, as the following iiyures will show: 



$l!)..i!)2 23 
•22,34S 30 
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Total amount of money i-ciDfctcrl fr)r school ptirpose-s in TSO-i..... 

Total amount of uionpy collwtcil ior Ethool iiiirjjosoa in 189(1 

Mailing an iuerfftse over ]8'J5 of 

Total amount expeniiwl fur ei^hoo! luirposea in 189."i 

Total amount expondwl for wliool purposes in 181J8 

Makinn an Inoreiiee in ('XpcuiiitureH over 18U5 of 

Number of eiihoola in \Ki'i .'. 

Number of schools in 18!jG. , 

Making an increase of 

Total number ol pupils enrolled in fi'boola for ISKo 

Total number of pupils onrolled insdioola for lliiHJ. 

An increase of 

Average daily attendance in ISI.t 

Average daily attendance in IS'JB ., 

Making an iucreaso of 7 

Total number of montlis tauL'bt in Ififiii 388 

Total number of moiithn tauglit in JWllB 405 

Making an increase of 107 

The total coat per moutli for IHPri «;is $ 44 92 

The total cost per montb fi)r ISiiii vrnn 40 fl2 

Making an averogo cost of $.".17 lei-s per montb in Ifi'JO tlian in 1895. 
77i* General Ooni/'lion. — The general condition of tho Bcbools is 
good. Teachers are doinjr good work, and school officials are be- 
coming wide awake to their duties; but schools are not yet what I 
desire to see. There are many drawbacks. Among tliese I may 
mention, are: Irregular attendance, improper school incentives, 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY, 1896. 

Davis L. Baklow, CoujUy Superintendent. 
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I bave the boDOr, herewith, to submit to yoa my third Annual 
Keport of the condition of the freeechools of Pocahontas county ior 
the year beginnings July 1, 1895, and ending June 30, 1896. I 
have taken grtat pains and care to make this report correct. It ia 
very difficult to obtain correct reports from the district secretaries. 
I believe tbat the County Superintendent shonld be required by 
law to bo present when the theriff makes his settlement with the 
secretaries, and that the settlement should be made at the county 
court house on a date fixed by law. This would ceiiainly save a 
great deal of time and trouble. 

The school year j net closed has been in almost all respects a very 
prospcroua one. 

yfacAera.'— Thirty-three male and forty-one female teachers were 
employed in our public schools during the past year. 

Enrollment: — The whole number of pupils enrolled in our public 
schools during the past year was one thousand nine hundred and 
forty-one, which is an increase of four per cent, over the preceding 
year. 

Attendance: — Of the pupils enrolled, there was an average of 
one thousand three hundred and fourteen in daily attend- 
ance which is an increase of nearly four per cent, over 
the preceeding year. Yet the attendance was not what it 
should have been. A pupil svho enrolls in school and is present 
but one or two days in every week gains but little knowledge and 
is at the same time a source of continual annoyance to the teacher 
and the echool. The teacher can not properly grade his school 
when not more 'than three fourths of the pupils enroHetl attend 
school regularly, Tho patrons are chiefly responsible for this 
irregular attendance. It is iheir indifference to the school system 
that makes the children take so little interest in attending school. 
In the absence of a law requiring the pupils to attend school it is 
to be hoped that the patrons will take more interest iu this matter 
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and see that their children attend. This is their duty and it is the 
teacher's duty to make the school system popular with the patrons 
by giving practical and thorough instruction to the pupils. The 
teacher can also help to increase the attendance by continually im- 
pressing upon the. minds of the pupils that school is a matter of 
business and that punctuality and promptness are essential in the 
success of any undertaking. The teacher should also make the 
pupil feel that he is welcome at school. It is not enough to let the 
pupil know that he has a right to attend school, or that he will 
^ain important knowledge by attending school. But the teacher 
should go beyond this and Rive the pupil such a welcome^ such a 
hearty welcome^ that it will arouse in him a determination to be 
present at school every day. 

Cost of Education: — The following table shows the cost of edu- 
cation per pupil, (including the teacher's salaries and current ex- 
penses only): 

Based on Enumeration. Enrollment. Attendance. 

Edray District *4.99 5^5.93 $ 7.7^ 

•Green Bank District... 5.25 6.17 8.47 

Huntersville District. . . 5.67 7. 17 10.83 

Levels District 4.18 5.53 8. 26 

Graded Course of Study:— Oxxv schools cannot be properly 
graded until the pupils are supplied with the necessary text-books, 
and attend fcchool regularly. The teachers have followed the 
Graded Course of Study as near as possible in grading their schools. 

We think that much good will result from the adoption of this 
uniform Course of Study. 

The number of pupils enrolled in the various grades are as 
follows : 

Primary Grade, males, 543; females, 429; total, 792. Inter- 
mediate Grade, males, 402; females, 408; total, 810. Upper Grade, 
males, 64; females, 95; total, 129. 

Institute: — The teachers' institute which was conducted by Prof. 
Rucker, of Lewisburg, was well attended by the teachers. Prof, 
Ruckcr is a good instructor and knows just how to make the work 
of an institute interesting and instructive. The instruction was 
practical, just what the teachers need. 

Age of Teachers: — In our country and village schools where the 
entire control is in the hands of a single teacher, I am of the opin- 
ion that no person under the age of twenty should be allowed to 
teach. 

leachers^ Salaries:— \jTi(\QV our present school law, the teacher 
who has at greit expense and labor qualified himself for the pro- 
fession of teaching receives no more for his work in the school 
room than the untrained teacher. A teacher who has never attend- 
ed a high school and who has not had a day's experience in teach- 
ing may obtain a certificate certifying that he should receive just 
as much for his work as the teacher who has spent years in pre- 
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paring for the profession of teaching, and has had years of prac- 
tical experience in school work. 

This is not just and the result is, '^Onr best teachers are driven 
from the profession.'' Of the fifty-nine teachers in Pocahontas 
county in the year 1887, only eighteen taught in our schools this 
year. Forty-one have left the profession within nine years. Can 
we hope to have our schools supplied with experienced teachers as 
long as this continues? Our Boards of Education, under the present 
school law, will not pay any more for teaching than an inexperi- 
enced teacher should receive, and in order that we may have 
efficient and experienced teachers we must pay good wages. The 
members of the Boards of Education say that a trained and ex- 
perienced teacher should be paid more for his work than an inex- 
perienced one; bat how is ho to be paid more? I would recommend 
that tl?e county board of examiners be required by law to hold a 
special examination and issue what might be called county pro- 
fessional certificates, and a certificate of this grade should not be 
issued to a teacher unless he has had at least three years experience 
in teaching and passed a satisfactory examination in the branches 
required to be taught in the free schools of the State and in ad- 
dition not fewer than three other brances to be designated by the 
State Superintendent. A certificate of this grade should be 
good as long as the teacher holding it passes annual examinations 
on the Graded Course of Professional Study prescribed by the State 
Superintendent, and when the teacher fails or refuses to pass this 
Annual examnaition his certificate should be revoked. When the 
teacher is no longer a student, he loses his power as a teacher. 
That teacher who is not making a study of his profession and is 
not trying to prepare himself for the work of teaching would better 
find employment in some other calling. We must study our busi- 
ness if we wish to succeed. 1 believe that an annual examination 
in the Course of Professional Study would do much toward increas- 
ing the efficiency of the public schools. The adoption of such a 
system as this would cause the teachers to improve themselves, and 
the schools would have the benefit of improved teachers. The 
minimum salary paid teachers holding county professional certifi- 
cates should be $35 per month, and those holding State certificates 
should receive $40 per month. 

Teacher^ Examinations: — ^I favor uniform examinations and 
think the questions for county examinations should be prepared by 
the State Superintendent, or a State Board. 

School Supervision: — One of the weakest points in our school 
system is along the line of school supervision. The country and 
village schools practically have no supervision. It is simply im- 
possible for the County Superintendent, under the present law, to 
give much time and attention to this work. All agree as to the 
necessity and value of efficient supervision and we think it time 
for the State Legislature to take some forward step in this matter. 
We hope that the next session of the Legislature will provide for 
the payment of such salaries to the County Superintendents that 
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men of hitjh educational qualifications can be secured tor the 
office, and that they be required to devote their entire time to 
the work of supervision while the schools are in session. 

Conclusion: — In conclusion permit me to say that we need a 
more harmonious co-operation between heme and school. I am 
pained when I think of the want of symj)athy between teacher and 
parents. May the time toon come when entire agreement and true 
sympathy shall prevail and when the education of the children 
shall receive careful and studious attention both at home and at 
school. 

The school year of 1895-6 has closed. No doubt mistakes 
have been made, but with a better acquaintance of the schools, and 
with the help of an excellent class of teachers, 1 am now looking 
forward to a prosperous and successful new school year. 

My sincere thanks are due the Boards of Education, teachers, and 
citizens of Pocahontas county, for their uniform kindness shown 
me during the past year. I am also thankful to you for the 
promptness with which you have answered all my inquiries. 



PRESTON COUNTY, 1895. 



LoBAiN FoRTNEY, County Superintendent. 



In compliance with the law I have the honor of submitting my 
Annual Report for the school year ending June 30, 1895. It is 
gratifying to me as well as to the people of the county to know 
that during the past year education in the county has been in the 
line of progress. The sentiment for longer terms and better 
schools is growing. Educational interests are advancing. 

Terms: — During the past year, Kin STwood, J ^yon, Portland and 
Reno Districts, which employed nearly two-thirds of the teachers, 
each had terms of tive months, and the law enacted at the last ses- 
sion of our Legislature, establishing the live month sterms seems to 
be very satisfactory. Many persons have expressed to me a desire 
for a further extension of the term as a minimum. 

Teachers: — It has been customary for some years in this county 
to make the examinations rigid, and if an examination is not a 
very good test of one's fitness to teach, it compels ample qualifi- 
cations in the line of education. I do not hesitate to say that the 
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teachers of the county are right up to the average and are better 
this year than before. 

Wants: — While our schools possess merits their wants are many. 
We need better houses, more apparatus, better salaries, more uni- 
formity in methods, better attendance, and more interest on the 
part of trustees and school oflScers generally. 

Diplomas: — In the past year I issued six free school diplomas. 
I 1 ejected two who did not pass the examination satisfactorily. 
These diplomas may be issued with good results, if issued to those 
only who merit them. 

Institute: — Last year's institute was very successful. The at- 
tendance was larger than ever before. The excellent work of Profs. 
Miller and Phillips, and the local assistants was supplemented by 
talks from several prominent educators who chose to spend a short 
time with us on the summit of the Alleghenies. 

Graded Course: — The Graded Course meets with entire satisfac- 
tion. I believe all the teachers are making some effort to use it. 
Many of them have successfully used it, while others have used it 
with only partial success. In a few years the schools will all bo 
successfully graded. The teachers, pupils, and patrons all growing 
into the Graded Course, and time is only required for its successful 
adoption. 

Recommendations: — It would be better to have some regulation 
in regard to the purchase of apparatus. Many school boards are 
not versed in modern methods and text- books and are not prepared 
to select suitable or the best apparatus This power of selection 
might be placed in the hand of the County Superintendent, or at 
least be subject to his approval. Oar school law is deficient in pro- 
visions for its own enforcement. Many of the duties of school of- 
ficers are nerely defined without any penalties attached to insure 
their performance. 

One district or county on account of its superior wealth may 
have seven or nine months of school with a low rate of levy while 
an adjoining district or county can scarcely run the * schools five 
months at the maximum rate of levy. It would be better to let the 
county be the unit for taxation and the State levy be increased. 

There should be Fome provisions in the law for compulsory at- 
tendance. Many of those who are not enrolled in the schools each 
year are those who never enroll and who scarcely if ever learn to 
read or write. 

Conclusion: — In submitting this report I sever my connection as 
County Superintendent and 1 cannot forget to express my grati- 
tude for the kindness and patronage that has been shown me by 
school oflScers and the people generally, and as my successor as- 
sumes the responsibilities of the ofKce I feel like congratulating him 
on account of his opportunities to do good. 
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PRESTON COUNTY, 1S96. 



HoKATio S. Whetsell, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor herewith to submit my first Anniial Report of 
Ibe condition of the schools of Preston county, which I think you 
will find correct. 1 have labored earnestly to make this report in 
every respect correct, and hope I will not fall short of my labors 

There are in this county one hundred and sixty two schools em- 
ploying one hundred and eighty-two teachers. 1 vi.sited all except 
one, and went to visit that, but it was not in session. I did not 
visit any of the schools but once as I did not have the time to do 
BO. I tried to acquaint myself with the metbods the teacherx em- 
ployed in their teaching and their mode of discipline. I feel that I 
know more of the ability of the teachers of this county thau I tlid 
before visiting the schools. 

It is encouraging to know that the work was good, though prob- 
ably not what it should be. I find we need mire teachers who 
have had the experience of several years in the school roo.m. In 
order to hold.the best teachers in the profession we must have a 
better rate of wages. And then you will find the profession of 
teaching keeping pace with all other professions, holding those 
who are making teaching a stepping stone to moro lucrative pro- 
fessioos. 

Our system of assessing the value of the property is only another 
method by which our schools are crippled. Much of the taxable 
property is not valued safRciontly high. 

Our whole system of school laws is nothing moro than a recom- 
mendation to do something and no one has the power to enforce 
many things that should be done. The County Superintendent is 
compelled to visit the schools of his county once in every year, yet 
he has BO power to enforce one method of teaching, 1 think the 
Goaatv Superintendent should be given plenary pawer to rectify 
'wtwt OQ sees wrong in the management of the aohools. 



232 Bepoet of State Sdpebintekdent 

Oar system of education can never reach a high plane until wo 
have a compulsory school law and free textbooks. The grading in 
the country schools can then be carried out in tbe proper way. 

The extenKJon of the term of school to five months has met with 
the approval of tbe entire county and many favor the extension to 
six months. 

The Legislature should pass a relief bill for the County Superin- 
tendent; it should make some provision to return him his postage. 
The cost of postage is from 10 per cent, to 15 per cent, and this 
taken off of nis mere salary is a wrong that should be made right. 



PUTNAM COUNTY, 1896. 
C. C. Knai'p, County Superintendent, 
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I have the honor of subm itting herewith my first Annual Report 
of the condition nnd progress nf the schools in Putnam connly for 
the year ending June 30, 18%. My report is a little late owing 
to the delay of the sheriff in making sottlements with some of tho 
Boards of Education, 

Sickness prevented me from visiting twenty-ono of the one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven schools in my county ; but 1 am pleased to 
be able to state that 1 found a majority of the schools in good con- 
dition. I found the teachers and pnpils hard at work, and above 
all, seeming to be inuch interested in the same, yet many were la- 
boring under many disadvantages; one of which was the lack of 
the necessary apparatus to assist the teachers in tho work required 
to be performed. 

While I am not ignorant of the fact that the practical teacher is 
required to own and use certain kinds of apparatus ia her ecbool, 



OF Fbee Schools. 233 

yet there are certain kinds of apparatus that are necessary for the 
school room that her work may be a success that are too costly for 
a poorly paid teacher to furnish. But 1 am glad that some of the 
Boards of Education are making efforts to supply their schools with 
many conveniences heretofore neglected. I found a very fair quality 
of school houses but many of which were very poorly furnished 
with furniture, a few of which still have the old long wooden bench 
for seats, upon which you may find from six to eight little ones 
seated, many while sitting on the bench whose feet will not touch 
the floor. These kinds of arrangements are a hindrance to the teacher 
in maintaining the required discipline of a well regulated school, 
besides being very uncomfortable and injurious to the pupil. 

Another evil I found existing in many places was the quality 
and poor condition of the school grounds. Some of the sites of 
the school houses seemito have been selected because the ground 
was not fit for anything else, therefore given or purchased for a 
school lot. Some are rough and stony and are the most incon- 
venient and dreary places imaginable ; so unattractive that a sav- 
age would shudder to think of having to spend five days of each 
week for five months in such a place. And yet we wonder that our 
boys and girls abhor the idea of attending school ; when if we would 
but reflect for one moment, we might find the cause to be the unat- 
tractive condition of the school and its surroundings. I am glad 
that Boards of Education have at last discarded the idea that any 
kind of a piece of ground will do for a site for a school house and 
are now selecting sites with regard to size, convenience and beauty. 
And we hope that in a few years we shall see all our school houses 
situated with ample play grounds, grassy lawns, shade trees, beds 
of flowers, etc., in short, bo attractive and homelike, and then one 
of the causes of non-attendance at school will have been removed. 

The institutes for the years 1895 and 1896 were the largest and 
most interesting ever held in the county, and many teachers claim 
to have received much benefit from them. 

During the past year we had a greater interest manifested upon 
the part of the patrons in the schools than heretofore, and the 
teacners claim that the patrons take more interest in the schools 
and co-operated with them to a greater extent than in any past 
year, and if we can only keep up the same state of affairs during 
the coming year (which it shall be our aim to do), I think that it 
will be our most prosperous and successful year in the cause of ed- 
ucation. 



RALEIGH COUNTY, 1895. 
A. J. Hutchison, County Superintendent, 
At a very late date, I submit my Annual Report, which I hope 
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you will accept a? sufficiently correct to answer all parpose?. Our 
school!} are improving in several re-pect?; viz.,in house'i, furniture, 
and in number of good houses, and also in the number of pupils 
in each school ^there beino: above thirty to each sub-district \ but 
we are lacking in blackboards and apparatus generally. Searlv 
all of our new frame houses are ample and sulfieientiy supplied 
with desks and blackboards, but some houses are poorly locate*!. A 
few old log houses remain, but 1 am sure they will be replaced by 
new and commodious ones. I have made an effort to have all 
our schools graded. 1 believe about seventy schools were graded. 
It seems that some districts were all gi-aded and some about one- 
half graded, while in one there were none srr^ded, (Clear Fork ) 
In this diistrict two experienced teachers failed to give full reports 
of their schools. However, I hope that in the near future our 
officers and teachers in our county will be glad to follow the 
lead of State Superintendents, recognizing the fact that we must 
have a leader and look to him for afieice and follow that advice. 
Several of our young teachers becoming enthused or imbibing a 
thirst for an education have gone to Normal schools, or elsewhere, 
to obtain an education and, getting this, they then leave the pro- 
fession of teaching or go where teachers' salaries are better. We 
louk for better advantages given our resident teachers so that we 
can retain the best at home. 

From talks with teachers last winter and ia visiting schools I 
found a good number of teachers thoroughly in earnest and work- 
ing up school intereijts generally-, but yet there is a lack of interest 
in gome, liight here I want to say that Superintendents do not 
have the power to enforce uniformity, consequently they will ever 
fail in their efforts in school work. 

I would huggest that the school law be amended giving County 
Sup'-rintendents power to administer oaths, and also to revoke 
teachers' certificates without the aid of the examiners ; also the 
teachers should be required to get a certificate of recommendation 
from the Prcsdent of the Board of Education of the district in 
which such teacher re^^ides, that he or she is of good moral char- 
actcr. On this point I wish to place all the stress on which the 
words good and moral mean. The County Superintendents should 
also have power to remove secretaries for incomi)etency or negleect 
of duty; also should enforce his plans in building school houses. I 
would say, in fact, the nearer all school work can bo made one 
man's ])usiness the better, for ''what is everybody's business be- 
comes no})0(]y'8 business.'* The County Superintendent should be 
well paid for his services, then he could afford to spend his whole 
time in school work. 
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RALEIGH COUNTY, 1896. 

E. C. Lilly, Count}/ Superiniefident. 
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I send you herewith my first Annual Report of the free Ecbools 
of R&leigb county. I have used all diligence and patience to make 
this report accurate from the reports fnrnished me by the secre- 
taries of the various lionrds <if Education, and from other statislics. 
YoQ will, I believe, find it correct, or nearly bo. 

In subniiltin^ this report I am pleased to say that our tcboola 
are making visiblo improvements. I visited one hundred and 
thirteen of the one hundred and twenty-two Bchoola in the county, 
and w ish to congratulate the teachers on their eflicient work. It is 
true, we have to contend with some very great difficulties, but I 
am proud to say, "\Ve have met the enemy," eofar, witb reasonably 
good success. Yet we hope to do better work in the future, when 
our material resources of wealth are more fully developed, acd we 
trust they shall be Koon, 

I can say for the teachers of Raleigh county, that they are wide 
awake to the great responsibilities resting upon them, and are mak- 
ing rapid steps in the right direction. With all, the future is very 
promising. For lack of funds, some of our districts cannot run 
the ecbools over three niontbs. Even tho best of them can not 
run them more than live months. This is a very great difficulty. 

There are abundant resources in this county, perhaps, not sur- 
pHEsed by any other portion of tho State, which, when developed, 
■will put us at a considerable advantage, tinancially, over our pres- 
ent standing. Notwithstanding all these disadvantages, you will 
see from this report that wo have a very healthy balance in the 
treasury. Only give us a well directed compulsory school law, as 
I thick it would be of great worth to the poor clasi of peo|)le, for 
vhom the free ecbool system vtaa devised. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY, 1895. 
S. L. HoGAN, County Superintendent. 

In making Iheir report tbo secretaries used blanks of two or 
three years back and did not report some things asked lor here, 
consequently 1 could not report. 

In filling up the proof sbeet in back of this report I failed to in- 
clude the El kins Independent District, but the totals are correctly 
added and do prove. 

This report is as nearly correct as can be made from the infor- 
mation furnished me and I hope it may be acceptable. 
Very respectfully submitted, 

C. S. MOORB, 

Deputy for S. L. Hogan, De'cd. 



RANDOLPH COUNTY, 1896. 
W. T. WooDTARD, County Supermtendmt. 
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I beg leave to report that the schools in Randolph County are 
progressing nicely. 

The majority of the teachers are adopting the "Graded Course 
of Study," and, in many instances, the best results therefrom are 
noticeable. Our schools are all in a good condition, and the peo- 
ple, as a rule.are taking great interest in educatioD. Notnithstand- 
lOfr the i&ct tiiat this is a bleak mountainous county, the per cent. 
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of attendance, based on the enumeration, will compare favorably 
with most cither counties of the State. 

Our schools are fairly well supplied with apparatus and furniture 
and almost all the houses are commodious and comfortable. 

Especially would I speak of the Elkins and Beverly schools in 
this report. Both of said schools are taught by a corps of efficient 
teachers, and no child need to leave the town of Elkins, or of Beverly 
to prepare for college. All the districts have laid the levies as re- 
quired by law, and some, that is two, of these, have six months 
terms of school. As regards the school law, I will say that I think 
it would be a good plan to incorporate in it a provision allowing 
the trustees and teachers to contract that the teachers may teach a 
certain school.for a certain number of years You will no doubt 
remember that you advanced that proposition at our institute at 
Elkins last August. 

My experience has been that when a school secures a good teach- 
er, the pupils do much better if they continue under him for sev- 
eral terms. However, our Graded Course of Study will, in a great 
measure, do away with the evil consequeace^ following a chansre 
of teacher each year, as the new teacher finding a Grade Sheet be- 
fore him, will take up the thread just where the old one left oflf. 

One bane to the success of the schools in the rural districts is the 
continual change of text- books. Many of our people, especially 
in oppressive times like these, find it almost impossible to provide 
for the common necessaries of life for their families, to say nothing 
of the expense of buying a new lot of books every year or two. 

I fully appreciate the fact that changes in the text-books have 
been necessary. 1 further appreciate the fact and I regret that it is 
a fact that the average legislator is no judge of text-books, or in 
fact books of any kind. Then why not amend the school law 
by taking the power of selecting text-books out of the province of 
the Legislature, and appointing a State School Book Board, com- 
posed of a certain number of competent educators who are capable 
of judging what books are best for our schools? 

If this were done then so many changes need not be made. 

I do not know what the Legistature might think of this propo- 
sition, or whether it would be willing to legislate away from itself 
this part of its prerogative, but I am sure it would be an improve- 
ment on the present method of selecting text-books. 



RITCHIE COUNTY, 1895. 

H. B. Woods, County Superiiiteiident. 

[No Written Report.] 
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EITCHIE CX)UNTY, 189G. 

D. B. Stbickling, County Superintendent. 
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I hftrewith send you my Annua! Report, I think you will find 
a marked improvement in the condition of oar schools over the 
preceding year. Our institute, conducted by Profa. liarrie and 
Foulk, was a grand snccess. Our teachers applied many of the 
truths advanced by them daring their school work, especially the 
Graded System. 

I visited all the schools in the county but one and found them 
doing vei'y good work. 1 found that all but twelve teachers were 
'subscribers to educational journals. Prof. Harris stimulated our 
teachers in journal reading so very much that 1 think we will never 
get in the gutter again. 1 find every school in the county graded 
according to the Manual, and many of them are getting excellent 
results. The several Boards of Education are doing all they can 
to promote the welfare and comfort of our children. Four 
touses were built this year and arrangements made for eight more 
next year. Our houses are generally pood and about all supplied 
with patent seats. We have purchased thirty-five sets of complete 
school charts and ihirty-four wall maps, thus showing that our 
Boards are doing what they can for the interest of all concerned. 
Wages have been advanced in two districts. 1 think in a few years 
at least our teachers will get a living compensation. The future 
outlook for this year's work is particularly good. With the ac- 
quired knowledge of the Manual, backed by one hundred and 
forty journals (of which over one hundred are Went Virginia 
Hchool JoumaU), our leBchers will enter their field of labor with 
renewed vigor, determined to make this the best school year in the 
history of our county. In concluf^ion allow me to heartily thank 
you for the many favors received from your hands. 
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ROANE COUNTY, 1805. 
Rediien Dodglas, County Superintendent. 

\ regret that my Report has been delayed to this lato date. I 
have (jndeavored to make a complete and correct report ia all par- 
ticulars. 

Our schools aro proD:ressing. A very healthy school sentiment 
is everywhere in our county plainly to he observed. 

The teachers aire aiming to improve in their work in efficiency 
and methods. The attondanco is much belter than previously 
reported; nevertheless, a great number were hindered the past 
winter on account of the severe weather, whooping cough, and 
extremely hard times. 

The (xraded Manual work progresses tolerably well, considering 
everything. Someparents could not supply books to carry into opera- 
tion the system as they wished. 

Toe increase in State tax for free schools,'! think, should bo 
carefully considered by our Legislature. 



ROANE COUNTY, 1896. 
R- H. Hughes, County Superintendent. 
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I hare the honor to submit herewith the Annual Report of the 



240 Report op State Superintendent 

condition of schools within the county of Koane for the year end- 
ing Jane 30, 1896. There may be some imperfections in this 
report. I have endeavored to make it not only reliable but abso- 
lutely correct in detail, changing and shifting matters to the proper 
columns wherever I knew them to be misleading or wrong. A 
difficulty exists among the secretaries and perhaps the teachers to 
distinguish between ^'apparatus" and "furniture." In many re- 
ports I find larsre amounts set down in the apparatus column when 
by personal knowledge 1 know that what was intended was furni- 
ture. I find no column in the blanks for sheriffs' commission on 
the sale of delinquent land separate. 

In my personal work I made as many visits ds there are schools 
but did not visit all of the schools. I found the school room 
work excellent, each teachar endeavoring to do her duty. The 
greatest hindrance in my opinion is non-attendance. I am some- 
times of opinion that a compulsory attendance would be beaeficial 
to the system. 

Surroundings have much to do with conditions. The hnbit 
Boards of Education have of placing school houses upon barren 
knplls and in isolated spots is a grave mistake, in fact a hindrance 
to the cause of popular education. The school hou^e surroundings 
should be fertile, healthful, large and attractive; with such, both 
pupil and patron would take an increased interest in the work and 
]oin the teacher with heir ty coopsration. Some remedy for this 
should be devised. 

Wages and length of torm do not justify the teacher in spending 
much of her time in improvement. Increased wages, if possible, 
would remedy several evils and instead of a nevyr generation of 
teachers each year, the older and more practical would continue in 
the work. How shall this be accomplished? I favor an entire 
State fund with no special concession =» to any wealthy section or 
the evil barrier of independent districts. With all that is spent for 
the purpose and all that has been done for the diffusion of knowl- 
edge, ignorance and illiteracy does not seem to diminish in the 
villages and smaller towns. The country boy takes his place man- 
fully at the lead and ever maintains it, while the city or town 
scholar lags woefully slow behind all! 

The sheriff should not handle the teachers' money. The State 
should be the bank. A school order should be worth face value at 
all times. There should be no waiting, no uncertainty as to the 
prompt payment. 

Examinations of teachers should be uniform for the common 
schools throughout the State. A teacher's certificate should bo 
good in any county. If the school system is c State institution let 
county lines and district lines be abolished, put the whole upon a 
State footing. 

The law should be explicit as to the rights of the outgoing and 
incoming school officers. A limit for examination of teachers for 
any year should be made, after which only in extraordinary cir- 
cumstances should a certificate be granted for that year. 
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SUMMEKS COUNTY, 1805. 

J. M. pAiiKEH, County Silver inteii'Ient. 

I herewith submit my second Anniinl Report of the schools of 
the county for the year endincr June 30, 1895. I have endeavor- 
ed to make the Btatistical and tinancial report accurate and com- 
plete, and believe it to be so fai" as can be made froDi the reports 
made by the secretaries. 

The schools of the county, as a rule, are in a proiporoiis con- 
dition considering the ii'any disadvantages wo are laboring under. 

The houses of some of the districts are very poor and poorly 
furnished. And there is but little effort being made by the Hoards 
of Education to bettor the cause. Since I have been in office I 
have made a good many suggestions concerning eanstruc- 
tion of houses and fuj-nitiire, but as yet there has been 
none of them accepted, (or comparatively none) . We need never 
expect better schools in some of the districts until we have better 
Boards of Education. When we have better Boards wo will have 
better houses. There are one hundred and twenty-live schools in 
this county, of which 1 have visitetl seventy-nine. Owing to the 
very rough winter it was impossible for me to visit any more than 
I did. In my opinion the office of County Sui>erintendent ought to 
be abolished, or madesolf sustaining, lender the present law the 
Superintendent is compelled to devote a good deal of timeto some- 
thing else to make a living. 



SUMMEKS COUNTY", 189C. 
Geo. W. Lbftwich, dninty Supetintendent. 
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In addition to my Annual Report and in compliance with section 
56 of the School Law, I will state that the schools of Summers 
county are improving which, more than to any other one thing, is 
due to the Graded Course of Study furnished by you for Country 
and Village Schools. It is the best thing for the schools that we 
have ever had, and nearly all our schools are graded according to 
the "Manual." The teachers of this county are doing the best they 
can to establish the Graded System but the short terms in some 
Districts and the lack of books prevent thoroughness in graded 
work. Short terms and low salaries are very discouraging to the 
teacher and accounts for the lack of scholarship on his part, which 
is one of the greatest hindrances to the progress of our schools. 
Yet our teachers are, as a rule, progressive as is evidenced by the 
fact that many of them are taking advantage of every opportunity 
for improvement; about thirty per cent, of them attended the State 
Normals and private schools this summer. 

I would recommend, as an incentive to better preparation on the 
part of teachers, that the State school tax be increased to 20 cents. We 
could then have five months school in every district and pay good 
wages without increasing the local tax. As it is some districts that 
have railroad property a levy of 33i cents for Teachers Fund and 
have five months school and pay good salarie:^, while other districts 
not so situated as to railroads levy to the extent of the law and 
tiien can have only three months school and pay the minum salaries. 
I would also recommend a system of uaiform examinations for 
teachers. The questions should be prepared by a State board of 
examiners consisting of four experienced public school men and 
our State Superintendent. The salari*^s of teachers for county and 
village schools should be the'same throughout the State, but until 
the State is made the unit of taxation and we have uniform exami- 
nations we cannot hope for such an advance in school work. 

Owing to the previous complications, etc., of the School Law I 
would recommend a general revision of same by our next Legisla- 
ture. 

The more I know of the schools of the county the more thorough- 
ly I am convinced that we need a compulsory school law. More 
than twenty-five per cent, of the number enumerated in this county 
were not enrolled in school this year. Considered from its various 
standpoints I believe such a law would be economy for the State 
and a great help to the people who most need educational advantages. 



TAYLOR COUNTY, 1895. 

T. J. Humphrey, County Superintendent. 

[No Written Report] 
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In Bubmittiug this my Annual Report for the school year ending 
June 30, 1896, of the schools of Taylor county, 1 wish to say that 
as a whole the schools of this county nre being more thoroughly 
orgaDized and harmonizing more and more in their grading, as the 
teachers see the value of uniform work. The schools of this 
county, eipeciatly the country districts, are hard to get to see the 
necessity fur grading; and although the schools had become so one- 
sided in this work, not only the pupils, but the parents who grew 
up under the old system of school management are hard to get te 
see the advantags of the now order or new idea. 

I am thoroughly convinced of the necessity for a compulsory 
school law, as you will see by reference to the report of enumera- 
tion and enrollment nearly fifty per cent, of the youth of school 
age fail to attend. 

There is complaint made by the colored citizens as to their 
school privileges, yet the Boards of Education say that the num- 
ber of colored children in any one district will not justify them 
in forming a school. Yet It does seem to me that all should hare 
the privileges of a school. 

The supply of pure water for some of our schools is limited. 

Some of the districts at £rst refused to appoint depoistories for 
text-books, but they are now arranging for them. 



TUCKER COUMTY, 1895. 
Elmee Bowers, County Superintendent. 
I take great pleasure in submitting to Your HoQor my Eecond 
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Annual Report of the schools of Tucker county for the school year 
ending June 30, 1895. 

1 find in the county fifty-seven school houses and seventy teachers 
in charge thereof. The condition of the houses is generally good, 
though in some sections of certain districts 1 find verj- unsuitable 
and unhealthy houses. Special attention was paid to these, and the 
persons who have oflacial relation thereto, as well as the general 
public, have been publicly informed that measures ought immedi- 
ately be taken to better the condition of the school property in order 
to insure the better order and success of the school and not impair 
the health of the child. 

Tlie teachers of Tucker county are equal to the best. True, we 
do find some who do inferior work, but we shall ever find such in 
every vocation of life. 1 very mildly, yet publicly, censured the 
erring ones in a general way, and 1 trust that succeding years may 
see a vast change in those who seem careless regarding the all im- 
portant work of training humanity. There has been a decided im- 
provement among the teachers within the past year or two. In 
our institute of 1893 we had enrolled, if I mistake not, forty-four 
teachers ; last year (1894), we had ninety-five on the roll, and by 
the way, this year (1895) one hundred and five— making an advance 
in this particular of nearly 200 per cent., and while this remarkable 
increase may not hold good in every department of school work, 
wo can safely arrive at the conclusion that when teachers take such 
a lively ii»terest in institute work, they are alive to the interests of 
their noble profession. 

The salary in several districts is very good and still advancing. 
Davis and Fairfax Districts each pay $40.00 per month ; Black 
Fork and Dry Fork Districts each pay S35.00 per month, while St. 
George District pays $30.00 per month and Clover and Licking 
Districts only pay $25.00 per month. 

The last named districts, I presume, for the present, do just as 
well as they possibly can. They have no other means by which to 
pay their indebtedness than tilling the ground, and in this county 
the revenue arising from this source is very meagre indeed. I hope 
the day ip not far distant when some avenue will open up in our 
remote districts and enable them to give their children the same 
advantage that their sister districts afford theirs. 

The work of grading is in very nice progress, but as yet, is not 
nor can not be thoroughly adopted. Many things tend to retard 
the completion ot the good work. Scarcity o2 text-books is the 
greatest hindrance thereto, but perhaps, the great reduction in the 
price of these will to a great extent remove this. This year, I am 
unable to report the number of pupils in their respective grades. 

I made sixty-three visitations last winter, failed to visit four 
school^i, and visitt d others two or more times. I came in contact with 
ninny teachers and as many methods. Some use the very best; but 
I am sorry to say, others are craxding along in the same old rut 
our fathers trod. 

My main object in every school was to impress upon all the ne- 
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cessity of an education to-<3ay as compared to the past. What we 
need in all work during school life is a desire to excel ; a determi- 
nation to succeed. The great work of the teacher is not only to in- 
Btruct and correct, but to encourage and develop the pupils entrnat- 
ed to his care. These I endeavored to impress upon the minds of 
the teachers. 

In conclusion, I shall say thit I impressed upon all, not only the 
importance, but the necessity of being or becoming a subscriber 
to The West Mrginia ScJtool Journal. It is our journal, and just ■ 
what West Virginia teachers help to make it, it will be and no more. 

Expressing my thanks to your office for every favor granted the 
writer, and wishing Gtod speed to you and all school work, I re- 
main, etc. 



TUCKEE COUNTY, 1896. 
Chas. U. Adams, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor of submitting herewith my first Annual Re- 
port of the schools of Tucker county. I have tried to make thia 
report as correct as I possibly could under existing circumstances. 
The secretary of our district has been very negligent with the re- 
ports and papers of his office, not in fact having any statement of 
the funds of nis district. After waiting over two months and re- 
ceiving no report, I personally went over the records of his office 
and found it impossible to get anything near a correct report with- 
out copying somewhat from lust years report. Boai'ds of I<)duca- 
tion should exercise more care in appointing secretaries. They 
should have some knowledge of the duties of the office and the 
workings of our school system. 

The financial statement shows that the most of our districts are 
in good condition financially while two are not so good. 
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Some of the districts, especially those penetrated by railroads, 
Are making rapid improvements in the way of comfortable and 
durable houses, furniture, and apparatus; and all are as fast as their 
means will allow. Our terms of school are being lengthened and 
salaries of teachers raised. Two districts have eight months school; 
one had six, one five, two had four and one district only three 
months school. Those districts having less than five months 
have no railroad tax and are unable with the levy at the limit of the 
law to keep their schools open four months continuously, but must 
occasionally have but a three months term, while some districts 
can have eight month terms with their levy only about one half as 
high. This is certainly not in harmony with the intentions of a 
free school system. This could be better adjusted by either in- 
creasing the State tax or making the county the unit of local tax- 
ation. The teachers of my county are making rapid advance- 
ment. They are using every means to better qualify and improve 
themselves. Our institutes and Normal Schools are better attend- 
ed. Last winter local institutes were held in every district in 
this county except one and some were kept up some time after our 
school had closed. 

Yet notwithstanding that our teachers are progressive and wide 
awake to the best interests of the pupils under their charge, and 
Boards of Education are providing for the comfort and conven- 
ience of the youth, there is a lack of interest on the part of many 
patrons, especially in some localities. Our enroll aaent and attend- 
ance is not nearly what it should be. Since the State taxes A to ed- 
ucate B's children, it should also compel B to make proper use of 
the sacrifice and not forfeit the real design of our school system — 
that of universal education — the proper training of those otherwise 
likely to become lawless and vicious— a menace to society and 
good government. I believe our schools will never prosper as 
they should until we have compulsory attendance and free text- 
hooks. 



TYLER COUNTY, 1895. 
U. G. Heslep, County Superintendent. 

I have the honor of transmitting to you my second Annual Re- 
port of the condition of the free schools of Tyler county. 

The schools have done excellent work the pa«t winter and the 
teachers have given good satisfaction. 

I visited all the schools in the county the past winter, and found 
them in a very prosperous condition. 

I think I can safely say that never before in the history of the 
county has there been a deeper interest manifested ^ in our schools 
by patrons and teachers than has been during the past winter. 

The Course of Study is now being used by every teacher in the 
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county, aot] its use is greatly aiding our teachers. The teachers 
have found out the idea is to eystematize the work of teaching and 
make it more uniform. We note with pleasure an increasing in- 
terest upon the part of members of the Boards of Education, £uBt- 
ees, and patrons in our institutes and tichools. Our schools cannot 
be highly successful where the patrons are wanting in enthusiasm, 
but there seems to be an increasing disposition on their part to en- 
courage both teacher and pupil. I have had some difficulty in get- 
ting good reports from some of the secretaries; some have been in- 
accurate and incomplete. I have made two special trips to have 
reports corrected, but without much success. 1 thank you for 
past favors and quick responses to all inquiries. 



TYLER COUNTY, 1896. 
Thos. p. Hill, 
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In submitting this, my first Annual Report of the schools of 
Tyler county, I feel justified in stating that the outlook for the 
future is very encouraging. 

During the past vear several houses have been built, which give 
better accommodntion to our pupils. 

The Boards of Education are composed of progressive men, who 
are making great eflorts to give the youth of our county the very 
best opportunity to obtflin an education. The schools are being 
sopplied with better furniture and useful apparatus I visited the 
schools last winter and found them, with but few exceptions, in a 
flourishing condition. The greater number of our teacheri> are 
aware of the responsibility of their position, and are making great 
efforts to better prepare themselves for their work. 

Several of them attend the State Normal Schools, some att6Dd 
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coUeoje, while others attend private schools taught in their county 
for the benefit of teachers. 

Mr. Warren Wood and Mr. J. A. Meredith, conducted a very suc- 
cessful summer Normal at Middlebourne, which was patronized by 
many of the teachers of this and adjoining counties. 

The good that is accomplished by these schools usually finds its 
way into our district schools, and in a short time the result can be 
seen very distinctly. 

We are very sorry to report that only seven teachers are pur • 
suing the Teacher's Course of Professional Reading, but hope to 
add many to the list during the coming year. 

Our schools have been graded in accordance with the provisions 
of the State Manual, and as a result wo do not find so many 
^'hobbies," but find our teachers doing a more uniform work 
throughout the county. 

While we are proud of the good that is being accomplished 
through the free school system, we regret that so many parents are 
not interested in the education of their children. 

By comparing the enrollment with the enumeration of our 
county we find nearly one-fourth of our boys and girls out of 
school. Ample provisions are made for their education, and 
parents should see that tuey make more of these golden oppor- 
tunities. 

In conclusion I wish to tender to you my sincere thanks for the 
assistance you have given me in discharging my oflScial duties. 

My thanks are also due the school officers and teachers of Tyler 
county for the efficient work done by them during the past year. 



UPSHUR COUNTY, 1895. 
NoRVAL W. LouDiN, Couuty Superintendent, 

With pleasure I submit my fourth Annual Ke{)ort of the public 
schools of Upshur county. 

With regard to the educational work in Upshur I can say that I 
believe it to be in a fairly prosperous condition. I think the edu- 
cational outlook is bright. 

For the last four years we have tried to hold the standard of ex- 
aminations so that the teachers would meet the demands of the 
schools. Our schools are nearly all supplied with dictionaries and 
physiological charts. The deep snow and severe cold weather in- 
terfered very much with the attendance. 

On account of sickness I did not get to visit all the schools. 
Nearly all of the schools are wholly or partially graded. 

I wish you success in your eflorts to raise the standard of edu- 
cation in West Virginia. 



OF Fbee Schoou. 
UPSHUR COUNTY, 1896, 

NORVAL W. LOUDIN, 
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I have the honor of submitting to you my fifth Annual Report 
of the public schools of Upshur county. The schools of Upshur 
county, generally speaking, are in a good condition. Our Boards 
of Education are malting great improvement in the qualily of 
school buildings and in the purchase of better furniture and ap- 
paratus. Sepenty-one schools are seated with patent desks. The 
school apparatus is valued at 82,228.00. 

1 bad the pleasure of presenting State diplomas to the following 
pupils: Cozhi Teter, Bertha Teter, Leiah Bailey, Minnie B, Brake, 
Ida M. Mick, Arthur K. Brake, Waitman W, Ours and Henry L, 
Gum. These are the tirst graduates in this county under the 
Graduating System. 



WAYNE COUNTY, 1895. 

C. J. Hazard, County Superintendent. 

I have the honor of submitttng my second Annual Report of the 
Echools of Wayne county. 1 can say there has been more effective 
work done this year than ever bofore in the county. This is owing 
chiefly to the systematic grading ot most of the schools according 
to the iState Manual, which is the most systematic arrangement 
for the grading of schools I have ever yet seen, I did not visit the 
schools of my county this year for unavoidable reasons, but I have 
mide it a point to see tliat teachers have discharged their duties 
under the law as best I could. There is a demand for better county 
and district supervision here, so I wouldsuggest that the following 
changes in the school law be made: 1st, that the County Superin- 



350 



Beipobt or State Sufebintendeiit 



tendent be paid not less than JSOO a year aad not be allowed to 
teach; 2nd, that secretaries of Boards of Education shall not be 
eligible to the place unless they have a ^ood koowledfre of book- 
keeping; 3d, That trustees be elected by the people; 4th, That 
queBtions for exatuiuatioas be prepared by a State board and that 
they be uniform throughout the State; 5th, That the County 
Superintendent beallow^ to appoint his own board of examiners; 
6th, That teachers be required to filetheir certificates of attendance 
on institute with the secretary of the Board of Education before 
they are allowed to teach. 



WAYNE COUNTY, 1896. 
RiJFCS Lesteb, County Supervniendent. 
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I respectfully submit my first Annual Report of the condition of 
the schools of Wayne county for the year ending June 30, 1896. 

The educational work in this county is, in the nain, in a pros- 
perous condition. The schools have done better work thin year 
than ever before in this county. The teachers are making an 
earnest etfort to advance, and they are also earnestly endeavoring 
to bring the schools up to a higher plane in educational work, I 
visited all of the schools in my county last winter that were in 
session while I was engaged in the work of viaiting, in fact all but 
eleven schools in the county. 
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I found all of the teachers, or nearly all of them, trying to en- 
force the Graded Course in their schools, but they all complained 
that the pupils lacked books and were irregular in attendance. 

1 would suggest changes in the school law that would effect the 
following; 

1st. That secretaries of the Boards be required to have a good 
knowledge of single entry book-keeping before they are eligible 
to the office of secretary of the Board of Education. 

2nd. That Boards of Education of the district in which the 
County Infirmary is situated be required to provide a separate 
school for the education of children located thereat. 

3rd. That teachers be required to file a certificate of attendance 
upon some institute, for at least five days attendance, with the 
Secretary of the Board of Education of the district in which said 
teacher proposes to teach, or in place of said certificate of atten- 
dance, a certificate of excuse from the board of examiners for 
failing to attend some institute for said full five days. 

In closing my report E desire to think the school officers and 
many friends of education for the respect, courtesy, and hospital- 
ity shown me in the discharge of my official duties. 

My best wishes attend you in your great and good work. 



WEBSTER COUNTY, 1895. 

J. M. DoDRiLL, County SuperintendenL 

I have the honor of submitting my Annual Report for the year 
ending June 30, 1895. I have done my best to obtain such sta- 
tistics as would enable me to give you a correct statement of the 
condition of the school finances, statistics, etc., of my county; but 
some of the secretaries' reports were incorrect and I had some 
trouble in getting them corrected. I went to see two of them to 
correct their reports and I think they are still wrong. I only had 
tiftie to visit hardly one-half of the schools of my county as the 
winter was far spent before I commenced my work; but I found 
the teachers generally wide-awake and energetic, the pupils, 
anxious to do their part, as well and parents, seemed much interest- 
ed. I think Webster is fast coming to the front in the cause of 
education. The Boards of Education are doing good work, hav- 
ing built eight school houses this year. They are buying maps, 
charts, and other apparatus, and the patent desks are taking the 
place of the old ones. 
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WEBSTER COUNTY, 1896. 

H. H. BauFFEr, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor of submitting to your my first Annual Report' 
of the schools of Webster county, for the year 1895-6, 

The schools of Webster county are, in general, in a healthy con- 
dition. Education is advancing very rapidly in our county, and 
we believe it will be but a few years untill we shall be numbered with 
the more advanced counties that have had the benefit of both earl- 
ier and superior advantages. 

The term of school and wases' are gradually rising, one district 
lunning the schools for six months and paying No. 1 teachers f 30 per 
month. This, with other things favorable, acts as an incentive to 
better preparation on the part of the teachers. Our county exami- 
nations are becoming more practical each year, thus raising the 
standard of proficiency in the profession of teaching and secaring 
a more competent corps of workers. 

The great burden of the teachers is the proper grading of the 
schools according to the State Manual. 

Many of the patrons fail to see the necessity of many of the re- 
quirements ana refuse to co-operate with the teachers in grading 
the schools. 

But we believe with a little further legislation in favor of the 
teacher we will secure harmony in all departments, and our 
schools will be placed on a surer foundation than they have ever 
been before. 

One of the great hindtanees has been the lack of regular attend- 
ance on the part of the pupils; also, the inconvenience in securing 
the necessary books has been quite an impediment. Under the 
present text-book law , wo feel this difficulty removed to a consid- 
erable extent. 

We would recommend that the Legislature pass a compulsory 
school law, thereby putting the pupils under our charge; and with this 
additional help to the teacher we believe our schools can be success- 
fully graded. 
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We would also recommend that tbe greater part of our institute 
be devoted to the study and discussion of the Manual. We believe a 
step like this would be more beneficial to our teachers than any- 
other, as the time allowed for the discussion of this subject has 
been very limited heretofore, and but little practical good has 
come of it thus far. 

We also gladly note the increased interest awakened among our 
teachers for our State educational journal. Prior to this year the 
subscriptions to the West Viryinia School Journal numbered from 
6 to 10. We now have about 50 subscribers, which number we hope 
to increase yearly. 

Considering the many disadvantages we have had to labor under 
we flatter ourselves with the belief that we are making fairly good 
progress ealong the ducational line. 



WETZEL COUNTY, 1895. 

W. T. SiDELL, County Sxiiyerintendent, 

I submit herewith my last Annual Report of the condition of the 
schools of Wetzel county. 

• The delays in making these reports are largely due to the fact 
that the secretaries of the Boards of Education cannot report to 
the County Superintendent untill the sheriff's settlement with the 
Boards are made, and this is frequently done during the latter part 
of July and sometimes as late as sometime in August, and yet the 
County Superintendent is expected to report to the State Superin- 
tendent by the first of August. 

Our schools have made very satisfactory progress during the past 
year. Although I have received no report on the grading of the 
schools according to the Manual, yet I believe the schools were 
never in a more healthful condition, nor conducted in a more sys- 
tematic or methodical manner than during the term just closed. I 
have used every possible effort to promote the interests and the 
welfare of the scnools and to maintain their present standard and 
to bring them up to a still higher grade of excellence and eflSciency; 
and in this I have had the co-operation of the various Boards of Ed- 
ucation and the school officers and teachers generally. And while 
there still remains considerable room for improvement, yet we 
have reason to congratulate ourselves on the unmistakable evi* 
dences of the desired results of our labors 

The act of the last Legislature making five months the minimum 
length of the school term meets with hearty approbation in Wetzel 
county, and we will be still better pleased when a future Legisla- 
ture makes it six months. 

I regret to say that Arbor Day has, so far, been sadly neglected 
here, and I would urgently recommend its observance until our 



254 Report of State Supeeintbhdeitt 

Bchool houses and school grounds are made more presentable and 
more atlractive and pleasant by the appearance of a goodly number 
of beaiitifui trees, shrubs, &c , to adorn them. 

In closing, I desire to saj' that the outlook for the schools of 
Wetzel county is brighter, perhaps, than at any other time in our 
history, aad that I feel confident they will continue with equal or 
increasing prosperity under the excellent management of my able 
successor, Superintendent F. W. Parsons. 

Tendering my thanks to the people of my county and cepec- 
ially to the school officers and teachers for their kind co-operation, 
and to our worthy State Superintendent for manj courtesies shown 
me and assuring all that my interest in our schools does not end 
with the close of my term, I retire from the office with the most 
kindly feeling for those with whom I have been associated and 
with innumerable pleasant memories which time cannot efface, 
but will render more dear. 



WETZEL COUNTY, 1896. 
Fbiehd W. Parsons, County Sitperintetident. 
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I hereby submit my first Annual Report of the free schools o f 
AVetzel county, 

1 believe that the general condition of the schools in th is county 
is good, although it requires the levies to be laid at the maximum 
rate in one district to siipjiort a five months school. 

With the exception of this one district, our teachers are fairly 
paid, and are in return doing excellent work. 

Our Boards of Education are willing to build goodhoueesand fur- 
nish them with the necessary apparatus, although I am sorry to say 
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they have been imposed upon by unscrupulous agents who have no 
interest in our schools except the profit they make by selling charts, 
&c., some of which are not worth anything. Others are good 
enough in schools that need them, but have been purchased at an 
unreasonable price, and I believe the same amount of money ex* 
pended in free books for needy children would bring greater 
returns. 

We find the Graded Course adopted by enough of our leading 
teachers to warrant that it will not soon-lose its hold in the schools 
of this county. It cannot be enforced as thoroughly as it should 
be on account of irregular attendance, and I think the next step 
for the improvement of *our schools should be a compulsory school 
law 

I granted eight diplomas this year. 

The one high school in this county, under the eflScient manage- 
ment of Prof. D. W. Shields, is doing excellent work. Tuition is 
free to students from Magnolia District, and to other students at a 
nominal fee. 

Jf the other districts give this school the patronage they should, 
we can, by sending our graduates from our common schools to the 
high school, have a school in our county ^of which we may justly 
be proud. 



WIRT COUNTY, 1895. 
Willie Fought, County SujperintendenU 

I have but little if anything to add to the Report made some time 
since, while, as I stated, owing to sickness and the inclement weather, 
I failed to visit as many schools as I did the preceding year; yet as 
a general thing the schools were very satisfactory to both patrons 
and teachers. 

I have endeavored to get the finances of the several districts in 
good shape and have succeeded fairly well. 

As this closes my term: of office, I now turn over all to, it is to 
be hoped, a more worthy and competent one. 



Report op State Supekintendent 

WIET COUNTY, 1896. 
John Davis, County Supt 
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In sabmitlincr this part of my Annual Report, I tnist you will 
excuse brevity in statement, as I do not wish to enter into any 
elaborate liiscussion of what I may consider defects in our school 
law. 1 shall only offer a few suffgestions which to me seem to be 
of vital importance to our system: 

J'lrst: — We need, and mast sliortly have, some kind of a com- 
pulsory Fchool law. Our county at present has (with few excep- 
tions) ample accommodationa for all youlh of school age in the 
county, yet with all this nearly fifty per cent, of our boys and girl'i 
do not attend school. This is the most serious obstacle in the way 
of jading our Fchoola. and not only that, it is the most serious 
thing with which the State has to contend in its attempt to make 
pood, honest, intelligent citizens of our youth. What do yoa 
think of "Local Option" in this matter? (i. e.,) allowing the voters 
of each county, or magisterial district to decide the question, as 
they do tho question of laying the levy. 

Second: — Trustees should not be allowed to promise a school to 
a teacher and then after the schools have all been taken up r^use 
to close the contract. Many worthy teachers are kept from teach- 
in^ust by such treachery on the part of trustees. 

Third: — Boards of Education should not be allowed to employ 
secretarits who are not acquainted with school work, and who can- 
not make an intelligent and legible report to the County Superin- 
tendent. I feel sure that if our Boards had to compile a report 
from some of their secritaries the State would be in bad shape for 
school statistics. 

I desire to say in concluding my report that we had better 
schools last winter than ever before in tho history of the county ; 
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that our teachers are wide awake, and they are keeping abreast 
with the times; that the free school eystem is deeply seated in the 
Jiearts of our people, and that while we have some discouragements 
in our work yet we have many encouragements, and in the end 
al! will be well. 

WOOD COUNTY, 1895. 
U. S. Alleman, County Supenntendent. 

The condition and progress of the schools of this county, so far 
as I can learn, are generally satisfactory. There is still great diffi- 
culty in obtaining correct reports from the various secretaries of 
the Boards of Education, and this difficulty will continue so long 
as the secretaries are changed every year. Some reports are on 
time, others very imperfect, causing the delay and seeming negli- 
gence on my part in making this report. The institute in this 
county met in August. The instruction given by Mr. F. P. Harris 
was practical and beneficial, and most of the teachers of the county 
were present. It is conceded that a more interesting and instruct- 
ivesession was never held in the county. Under the present organ- 
ization the county examiners have no difficulty in determining the 
scholarship of the applicants of certificates, but they can notalwaya 
determine the teaching ability of the applicant, hence many who 
have been granted certificates by us may be competent as to scholar- 
ship, yet make an utter failure either in teaching or governing the 
echool. 

In conclusion, I wish to return my thanks to you for the kind- 
ness shown me through your correspondence. Also to the teach- 
ers, pupils, and parents for the kind treatment shown me during 
my term of office. 

WOOD COUNTY, 1896. 
F. B. BuRK, County i 
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I have the honor of submitting to you my first Annual Report of 
the free schools of Wood county. I visited all of the schools of 
my coimty, includino: those of Parkersburg Independent District, 
except seven, and would have visited these had they been in session 
when I was in their locality. I found the schools, with few ex- 
ceptions, well graded and organized and doing good work. The 
Graded Course of Study has come to stay in Wood county. Re- 
ports from all parts of the county are that better schools were 
taught than ever before. A new era has certainly been begun in our 
school work. Teachers are anxious to become better fitted for 
their work, and are daily making progress along that line. I hope 
the time will soon come when the teachers will be paid better 
wages, and that w^e will have uniform examinations, and compul- 
sory attendance throughout the State. 

I am also of the opinion that all Independent School Districts 
should be abolished, for then, and not till then, can we have the 
same course of study, at the same time, in all parts of the State. I 
thank you for the many kind favors extended, and wish for you 
success in all of your undertakings. 



WYOMING COUNTY, 1895. 
James Cook, County Sxiperlntendent. 

I have the honor of transmitting, herewith, my second Annual 
Report. I have delayed it until this time on the account of secre- 
taries failing to make their reports as the law requires, and have 
not the data now to make that portion of the report relating to 
grading completely; but, however, it as correct as my efforts can 
make it from the reports received. It is with pleasure that I can 
say that I am proud that the general condition of the schools of my 
county is far better than I have ever known it. 

The teachers of the county are fast improving in the art of teach- 
ing, and are applying the latest and best methods of their profess- 
ion, as given them by curable institute instructors for the past few 
years. The wave of improvement seems to roll onward and up- 
ward as the years go by. Your Manual and Graded Course of study 
since last year has been introduced into nearly all of the schools, 
and is working well; it* has a tendency to give the teachers anew im- 
petus in education in this little mountain county. 

Various boards of education have manifested more than usual 
interest in building the past year. Yet while we are progressing, our 
wants are manifold; first, we want and must have more good teach- 
ers; second, we want fewer who make no effort to improve; third, 
we want salaries sufficient to induce the better class of tea'^hors to 
continue in the work. 

I hope to see in the near future a compulsory school law and 
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free text-books, for without them we can not grade our schools 
successfully. 

In closing this brief written report, allow me to thank you most 
sincerely for the many kindnesses shown me since my connection 
with you in the school work. 



WYOMING COUNTY, 1895. 
R. Wade Cook, County Superintendent. 
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I have the honor of submittina; to you my fiist Annual Report 
of the schools of Wyommg county for the year en'lino:<Tune 30, 
1896. I hope you will excuse me for not sending my report sooner, 
but I have doiio the very best I could— the delay was caused by the 
secretary of Oceana District holding back his report. I have used all 
the energy I possibly could to make a complete report. 1 think the 
items of the statistical and tinancial jiortions are correct, and there- 
fore reliable, 1 visited nil the schools in the county except seven- 
teen — they were not in session when>l was over the county — and I, 
am proud to say that with a few exceptionsthe teachers were doing 
excellent work. lam sorry to say we have a few teachers yet, who 
are merely keeping school for the dollars and cents there are in it. 

But the standard of examinations is being raised and we are fast 
filling our schools with a better class of teachers. We have sev- 
enty-six schools in this county, and I am to some extent unable to 
compare the work this year with that of last year, but I think we 
have made a decided improvement. Your Manual and Graded 
Course of Study for Country and Village Schools is unquestionably 
the most thorough, able and complete work of its character ever 
presented to onr schools, and has wrought thegrcatest reform ever 
experienced in the State. And I certainly think, that if wo had 
in connection with the able and efficient work of our State Super- 
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intendent of Free Schools, a compulsory school law, we might 
hope to see our schools come to the front. We have built ten houses 
this year, and some of the Boards are supplying their houses with 
patent seats, desks, etc. 

I think the law should be more explicit in regard to inflicting 
penalties on Boards of l^ducation and other school oflScers who fail 
or refuse to discharge their duties as such ; for instance, a Board 
of Education will appoint trustees who can not read or write, and 
the result is they oinploy some relative to teach the school, no mat- 
ter who else they could employ. And secretaries who do not make 
their reports before the 10th of September should be fined or re- 
moved. 

\Vhen we reflect upon the history of the past of our county as to 
the condition of the free schools, and the methods of instruction 
used by our teachers, we have reason to rejoice over its progress. 
Teachers are fast improving upon the theory and art of teaching, 
and are putting the latest and most improved methods of teaching 
into our schools. 

Our institute last year convened at Oceana and was conducted by 
Professor G. A. Proffitt, of Marshall College. Professor ProflBitt 
is a gentleman of broad views and a fine instructor, and raiore than 
usual interest was manifested in the institute work. 

With this report my work as County Superintendent of Wyo- 
ming county closes for the school year ending June 30, 1896. I 
desire to thank the teachers and friends of education for the court- 
esy and hospitality shown me in the discharge of my many duties. 



CITY OF CHARLESTON, 1895. 

Geo. S. liAiDLEY, City Sitperintendent. 
[No Written Report.] 
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CHARLESTON CITY, 1896. 

Geo. S. LAiDLEr, City Superintendent- 
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[No Written Beport.] 

HUNTINGTON CITY, 1895. 

Jameb M. Lee, City Superintendent. 

[No Written Report.] 

HUNTINGTON CITY, 1896. 
Jashe M, Lee, Oity Superintendent. 
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[No written report.] 

MARTINSBURG CITY, 1895. 

Albeet B. Carman, City Suj?erintendent. 

The Principal of the high school has also the title of Superin- 
tendent, but it is only a title. With twenty-three teachers and 
one thousand three hundred and seventy pupils in the 
public schools of this city, there is no supervision. Each 
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teacher is ropponsible to do odb in particular. The Bix dif- 
ferent schools run along as Bix little independent republics. The 
teachers mtikQ monthly statistical reports to the secretary of the 
Board of Education, bat they make no regular report to the 
"Superintendent." 

The average number of pupils to each teacher is sixty. If forty 
pupils were assigned to eacb school room, there weuld be thirty 
four regular teachers instead of twenty-three. There is need alao 
of a special teacher of music and one of drawinj; and pennmandhip. 
With the superintendent these would increase the corps to thirty- 
seven. 

The course of study U antiquated, and seem? to have been con- 
structed for an overgrown country school. Our high school re- 
quires five years, and still a graduate would have to take a prepa- 
ratory course before entering a first class college, Modern meth- 
ods of instruction needs to be introduced. The teachers should 
study works on pedagogy. 

Our schools are not meeting the demands of the times. I see no 
reform possible until the Board of Education employs a Superin- 
tendent in fact and gives him full control over every teacher and 
every pupil. Only then can the Superintendent be held responsible 
for results. 



" MARTINSBURG CITY, 1896. 
Albeet B. Carman, dip Superintendent. 
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[No Written Report.] 



WHEELING CITY, 1895. 

W. H. Andbrson, County Sv^mintendent.. 

[No Written Report.] 
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WHEELING CITY, 1896. 

W. H. Ahdebson, aty Superintendent. 
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[Ko written report.] 



FINANCIAL 

AND GENERAL STATISTICAL TABLES 

FOR THE 

SCHOOL YEARS 

• ENDING 

June 30, 1895, ^"^ 1896. 
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TABLE G. 

Showing Total Receipts of the Tmcheri lund for the Tears Min- 
ing June 30, 1895, and June 30, 1896. 
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TABLE G.— Continued. 

Showing Total Receipts of the Teacher^ Fund for the Years End- 
ing June 30, 1895, and June 30, 1896. 
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Hnrn'son 




484 53 


Jackson 


23 82 

'2>26 81 

988"32 

1,138 99 






.Teflfer«on._ . 










Kanawha*.... 


1,601 29 1,268 31 


"77 hi 

14 00 
17 g2 

""1867 
7 01 


91 42 
3 00 






Le^ls 




Lincoln. 




49 00 
35 07 

"" 6 62 

141 00 

35;; 14 

9 75 


55 47 


Logan 




"""29 00 

80 75 

1 .50 

51 50 

"r44'75 


"42"62 




Marion _ 




121 90 


Marshall 


27 90 


13 34 

804 2^ 

119 43 

25 80 


134 90 


Mason 


4 21 


16 60 


Mercer 




5 75 
155 25 

"""26 75 






Mineral 








Mintfo 










Monongalia. 


377 69 

205 07 

2.231 79 

3,726 05 

246 67 

1,228 89 

""'"368"0b 

2,'792"59 
1,610 51 

"■"968 "59 

1,525 07 

215 63 

3,951 62 

1,66* 18 

1,119 50 

264 78 

573 11 

2,6.05 42 

955 67 

869 32 

2,"676"27 




Monroe 






Morgan 

Mo 1)0 well.... 




'"'"32r84 


'"i6"95 


"""264"^ 
"' "io'94 




16 00 


"80 "60 


38 04 


Nicholas 


1 77 
29 39 




1 80 

.50 

3 30 






Ob'o . . 


".3"4b 

5 06 

446 7fi 
166 47 

ro'41 

1,490 95 

26 %'l 

840 89 

28 80 

234 81 

461 61 

82 "43 

1,305 32 
375 78 

6 35 
514 98 

'" "l86'69 
347 8 ) 
582 37 






Pendleton.... 




Pleasants.... 




93.58 






12 22 


Pocahontas . 










Preston 


42 50 


136 27 
14 79 








53 70 


Putnam ... . 
Raleieh . . 


"i"30 (17 
679 36 

• ••••• ••• 


21 75 


7"25 






Randolph.... 


'""1506 


116 60 
26 46 
37 15 
37 33 
63 06 


4 00 
6 50 


24 40 


Ritchie 

Roane 


1 8) 

1 in 

30 40 


186"83 


564 55 


Summers..... 




"■"1254 




Taylor.. 

Tucker.. 


13 73 


170 12 


279 59 


Tyler _ 


.... „.„^ 




"273'i'6 


""* *46"'25 
16 00 

""""i8"i6 
9 75 








Upshur ... . 


""'i8 55 
4"'69 


"57'o"3 
139 25 


39 94 


Wavne.. 






Webster 


1,879 95 

4 18 
6 85 




" '54"94 

300 39 

761 22 

119 69 

69 08 




Wetzel 


268 88 


Wtrt „. 


08 
19 29 




Wood 

Wyoming 




Ch'l'tonCity 


24 24 
921 09 

832 70 
1,624 27 
1,097 64 

205 49 

72,510 41 


69 5?, 

763 12 

800 58 

1,614 76 

3,485 75 

199 97 

84.530 09 


213 39 
310 00 












H'ntg'n City 












M'r'sb'gC'tv 




"371 9'i 


10 00 

""23s 06 
46 00 


129 74 

"i"94"74 
36 25 




^^ 


Park b'g City 
Wh'l'ng City 







M'ds'lle City 








1 07 








15,708 92 






Total 


6,119 36 


1,7.^9 81 6.982 02' 1,116 21 


1.112 88 758 96 


2,435 1 
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TABLE G— Continued. 

Showing Total Receipts of the Teaoltern^ Fund fijr the Years End- 
ing Jum 30, 1S<>6, aniJun.- 30, 1896. 



CorNTiis. 


* cSunty'll^art*. ol k" 




Souroei tor Teachers' 
Fund. 




IHUa 


isefl 


,m. 


IKW 


lOUB 


wm 


Befits ley!;"V 
IK»n«_ 


t 






t 


IiCtU-,! lA 
IS 084 Hi 
■23,081 R. 

ss 

I4^»I(W 

aasasis 
la.neisi 

iil 

1.287 M 

n.aeti bit 

M)!!!4UB' 
11I.M4 11 

17.BW li 
SHOHSUH 

■ai.»»oi 

S2SIBST 

ai,eiB a 

SSl! 

la.jKii B« 

iiTWO* 
iB>IS « 

III 
'iis 

ig,Ma HI 

■jaiioo ii 

i 1.749 IS 
:»,N0< IB 

?si 

iH;im .1! 

OBWIM 
27.913 Hi 

niiKoao 
» 1 Ml .WW en 


' i;!;?^i^ 


'■■„.■ 


40:iMS 


a^ss 


Calboun ... 




14-3 W 
fldfi 111 




'rilSdndse... 

O'mnbrlHr' 
Hjmpjhlr.... . . 

m".Lii. 

Ml^rnl 
McDo»-VlV." 

P,-'«J|.-l.rilL " 
Pounhonto^ ... . 

Bale'u'li .. - 
Rudolph.. 

Koine ". 

Taylor. .-.v. . 

S:C-:::: 

WbWbI 

Wirt 






MOT 

10:; BB 

Man 

louoo 

■-■ou'tb 

14 fa 

sun 

" ipOivioo 

wis 


SU^Hl 74 

-jfl.a.-i 04 

lil,OfflW 

lis 




" 1.074 TO 
ill! H 

Yll 

'tVhYs 

150 00 
o'7.T 

',*» 

■aKi II 

117 01 
^'1.1 OH 


ja.Ki BL 
aa.7«7a4 






si; OS 

DM 
1J7 4H 
■i M 

>■ 37 

isii'm 

IS 40 

'isii 10 
ir.i ai 

iut\;ii 

'■SK 


SiOIB SI 


■ ■ 


II.8IS -n 

Isi 

23.033 m 
21.961 13 

l8:4n4K3 

2I1.IB9 fl9 
23.4-'it na 
dlftSIO 

^HjHiin 
liionos 


MMtVufbSE'iCifl :. . 

Parks rub um City 

WliseliiiBi;liv ... -L'l'jTii '■^■ 

MoundSTilie tity 1 ., , .... JK 1." 

Totall 1* i«iV*' ...:* 33.r.TlfJl 




■I.HW S-l 

* i.wii.nKiti 
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TABLE H. 
Showing Total Disbursements of Teachers' fund for All Pur- 
posts, hy Counties, for the Years Ending Jane 30, 1895, and June 



AMOUNT OPSiLiRY PAIll SO. I TEACflKRS. 



ratal Paid Wbite 



OMMlpn 
HRWOAIM 






iB,e§a K> 

II.Hit M) 
7,5T* W 

in.TTBii 



7, 168 Ofl 
4^31)5 00 



i:i,4M> w 






8,780 H 
is't41 00 



fl.amoo 



.IG.OBI 00 
13,7US IB 
30,-118 7B 

u.n» a 

"""iu.Vah'ui 

is,sei 01 

13,13? 00 



1S4TS(0 
18,^69 3R 

a.^TGDO 

1»:7SB W 
3£,1S)<£5 



HonndiviUe CJItyT 



6.459 20 
4.«6fl7B 
e.IlffiDD 

inlaw TS 



3,iiwr ss 



t.M 01' 
M.UBT 86 

H.8ioe!> 



ii.uHi ai 

8.i31 TS 
So'oMift 
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TABLE H— Continued. 

Showing Total Dislmrsements of Teachers^ Fvmd for Ml Pur- 
poses^ hy Counties^ for the Years ending June 30y 1895 y and June 
SO, 1896. 





AMOUNT OF SALARY PAID NO. 1 TEACHERS. 


COUNTIES. 


Colored. 




Males. 


Females. 


Total Paid Colored. 




1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


Barbour 


$ 

1,1^4 00 


$ 

884 00 


$ 


% 


$ 

1,124 00 


$ 


Berkeley 

Boone 




240 00 


1,124 00 


Braxton. 


100 00 








100 00 




Brooke 










Cabell 














Calhoun 














Clav 














Doddridge 














Pavett© 


1,259 00 


8,075 00 


2,756 00 


3,495 00 


4,015 00 


5,570 00 


Gilmer 


Qrant 














Greenbrier, 


900 00 


1,124 00 

• 




803 CO 


900 00 


1,426 00 


Hampshire 






Hancock 














Hardv 














Harrison 


810 00 

120 00 

3,852 00 

1,077 00 


760 00 

130 00 

8,919 50 

1,810 00 

240 00 


320 00 


S20 00 


1,130 00 

120 00 

4 212 00 

3,521 00 

240 00 


1,080 00 
180 00 


Jackson 


Jefferson 


860 00 

2444 00 

240 00 


337 50 
2,405 00 


4.257 00 


Kanawha 


3,715 00 
240 00 


Lewis 


Lincoln 








Logan 














Marion 














Marshall 


366o6 


580 (X) 

198 00 
630 00 


588 6b 


53746 


948 00 




Mason 

Mercer 


1,117 46 
198 00 


Mineral. 


630 00 






630 00 


630 00 


Mingo. 








Monongalia 

Monroe 


'essoo 

450 00 
790 00 


280 00 

755 00 

240 00 

1,128 00 








^'66 






688 00 

450 00 

1,910 00 


755 00 


Morgan 


'l" 120 00 


i,*0(S8"6b 


240 00 


McDowell 

Nicholas 


2.196 00 


Ohio„ 














Pendleton 














Pleasants 














Pocahontas.. 














Preston 














Putnam 






463 00 
200 00 


450 00 
185 00 
280 00 


462 00 
200 00 


450 00 


Raleigh 




100 00 


225 00 


Randolph 




280 00 


Ritchie 












Roane 














Summers ^ 

Taylor 


420 00 


305 00 


685 00 


1,155 00 


1,106 00 


1,460 00 


Tucker 














Tyler... 














Upshur. 

"Wayne 


280 00 


280 00 






280 00 


280 00 








Webster 


35 00 








85 00 




Wetzel 










Wirt 














Wood 














Wyoming 














Charleston City 


2,204"00 
4.53 00 
500 00 
570 00 

1,100 00 


429 00 
480 00 
800 00 
570 00 
1,100 00 


1,1.52 00 
972 00 




'3,aS6 00 
1.425 00 
500 00 
1830 00 
2,440 00 


429 00 


Huntington City 


980 00 


1,460 00 


Martiosburg City 


800 00 


Parkersburt City 

Wheeling City 


760 00 
1,340 00 


1,045 00 
2,140 00 


1.615 00 
3,240 00 


Moundsville City 


















Totals 


$ 17,722 00 


$ 18.817 50 


9 13,899 00 


$ 14.879 96 


$ 81,121 00 


9 83,197 46 



OP Feeb Schools. 
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TABLE H— Continued. 
Slunovng Total Dishirsements of Teachers' lund for All Purposes, 

hy ComUi^, for iU Fta*-* Ending Jwio 30, 1895, -^ ^-^ 
3U, 18it6. 

AMOUNT OF sAtARV Paid ko. a teach 






Unokc 

C»bBil 

Cilhoun 

OU7 

Dodd rid ga_ 

F»yijtiB. __ 

Gilmer 

Bampililni , 

SbdodoK. _.. 

&== 

ZkUMba 

l«*fi._„.. - 

UnoolB 

UtiaWI ...- 

Mingo _ 

HODDIIBItlia. - 

HeoTDB-. 111 

Sl^Olu, _. 

rthia 

FMUfton— 

PoodMaMt. _ _. 

fiaadolph^.. 

mcjdg..... 

^=:;:£ 

w«ml; 

Wirt_.„ 

yiiomitxH:":'":'.'.::::. 

ChBiluton City 

HuDtiDgloD Cit;.... 
Miutln.bdrgClty... 

WhceUugdltv 






S.SOBOC 

i,in« 

1,4M00 
1,418 « 



3,066 OU 
3.335 40 



4.MUIX 
3,4tEIM 



1,110 51 



3.338 00 



4,Bo2 0f> 



3.1)«IX) 

h.vn B(i 



... I 108.488 808 la.K 



171 or .MSB Ml loT.maBf 
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TABLE H.— CoDtinued. 
Showing Total DiaJmraemmts of Teachers^ Fund for alt Pur- 
p6»es, by Counties, for tbe Yearn Ending June 30, 1895, and June 
30, 1896. 





,^ 


MODNT OF SALARV 


PAID NO. 


TKACHEKS. 




COLOBSU. 


CODNTIES. 


«.,.. 


Fein 


..«,. 


Totil l'.id Colored. 




im. 


18M. 


I89S. 


IBM. 


IBM- 1 1B9B. 


Se;-=£e 


S SKOO 

WNdo 

S4 00 


• ss 


• «■» 


» 

lOOHJ 


' Is 


]^t 


■BmoltB 


i.:i ,» 


130 00 

liBon 


atiBuo 


:-;^-i„ 


BsEE= 


■zibw 




tis w 












Burfaon - 


iw'w 




4f)BO0 


snono 

is 


'»»"■« 


'^% 


MSOD 




4saou 




lsr"-~=::::: 












^St" 


-■■fiBM 


m-si 






M™ 

l.Mll> 


"suiw 


Sfeii;":^:"" 








ISO 00 

tmiw 


BTB 00 




744 IKJ 




glirr:-::: 












wa. 




'San 

lobolai 




IMF., 


"e" 






pendielon 


U--.0 


,.T. 









mi 

sail 


iiw'vo 
wso 


Ritchie „.- 


aaiiw 




~:.:::.::~::: 






eti ::::-::::::: 


mi; 


llum 


ia'oo 

310 01 




ffilS:::::.::;:::::::::::: 


Slum 


Mf™ 

4» mi 




^:::::::: :::::::::: 






29100 

118 110 


utoii 

IHOU 


Webiter 






:.:'..::zzz 


„ . 




Wit"'..:::::::::::.:::: 


MOD 







;■':" :■■■" 


wa 


Z,ltM iU 


WyomlnB 


..iS!!' 




IfflOtHl 






















WhMii«a,lSly ^ 

llqniid«Ul«Clty _ 






^."S 


MO 'flii 

isooo 








aw' (Ht 


1 7.110 KO 












ToUli — 


1 B.i4aBi) 


1 8,191 M 


• sjnoM 


. 10.811 JO 


\ itdzeso 
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TABLE H.— Continued. 

Showing Total Disbursements of Teachers^ Fund for all Purposes^ 
hy Counties^ for the Years Ending June 30, 1895, and Jwae 
30, 1896. 





AMOUNT OF SALARY PAID NO. 3 TEACHERS. 








White. 






COUNTIES. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total Paid White. 




1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


Barbour 


% 


% 9000 
840 00 
350 00 
360 00 




% 

168 00 
8U00 


% 


% 

218 00 
814 00 
824 00 

210 00 

90 00 
108 00 
556 00 


% 90 00 


Berkolev 


50 00 
834 00 
22100 




240 00 


Boone 


90 00 
595 00 
150 00 
118 00 
252 00 


440 00 


Braxton 


955 00 


Brooke 




150 00 


Cabell 




144 00 

200 00 

44 00 

277 00 


210 00 
90 00 
72 00 

332 00 


262 00 


Calhoun 




452 00 


Clay 

Doddridee 


86 00 
224 00 


44 00 


90 00 


867 00 


Fayette 




Gilmer 


288 00 

210 00 

54 00 

384 00 


252 00 
200 00 
98 00 
1,031 00 
210 00 
810 00 
100 00 
430 00 






288 00 
210 00 
486 00 
696 00 
570 00 
702 00 
342 00 


252 00 


Grant 

Greenbrier 


43200 

812 00 
570 00 
342 00 

80 00 


778 00 


978 00 
98 00 


Hampshire 


1,041 50 
532 40 
270 00 

■2?roo6 


8,075 50 
743 40 


Bancock 


Hardy 

Harrison 


360 00 
262 00 


1,080 00 
100 00 


Jackson 


700 00 


Jefferson 








Kanawha 














Lewis 






80 00 
134 00 
116 00 
604 00 
306 00 




80 00 
366 00 
460 00 
780 00 
827 10 
190 00 
1,114 00 
1,116 00 




Lincoln. 

Logan. 


232 00 
344 00 
176 00 
521 IC 
190 00 
374 00 
350 00 


10800 

110 00 


880 00 


380 00 
108 00 


Marion 


9o"ob 

444 00 
380 00 
670 00 


110 00 


Marshall 


90 00 


Mason .. 


486 00 
404 00 
120 00 
160 00 
90 00 


930 00 


Mercer 


740 00 
766 00 


784 00 


Mineral— 


790 00 


Mingo 


160 00 


Mononsalia 










90 00 


Monroe 






90 00 




90 00 


Morgan 












McDowell 


72 00 
432 00 


130 00 

90 00 

240 00 

565 00 

18 00 






72 00 
438 00 

714 do 

672 00 

126 00 

8,205 00 

36 00 


130 00 


Nicholas 




270 00 
938 00 
210 00 


360 00 


Ohio 


330 00 

388 00 

126 00 

1,519 00 


1,178 00 
775 00 


Pendleton 


384 00 
284 00 


Pleasants. 


18 00 


Pocahontas . _ 


90 00 

1,325 00 


90 00 


Preston.. 


1,686 00 
36 00 


2,350 00 


3,675 00 


Putnam 


Raleigh 


49 50 

740 00 

1,140 00 

560 00 

82 50 

90 00 

72 00 

150 00 

487 00 






49 50 


Randolph.. 

Ritchie 

Rcane 


684 00 
462 37 
158 00 


287 98 
216 00 
312 00 

"si'ob 

54 00 
205 00 
149 00 
100 00 


550 00 
710 75 
170 00 


971 98 
678 87 
470 00 

S^ 56 
396 00 
694 71 
517 00 
172 00 
144 00 
446 00 
288 00 
250 00 


1,290 00 

1,850 75 

730 00 


Summers 


22 50 


Taylor 


154 00 
342 00 
489 71 
368 00 
72 00 
144 00 
380 00 
216 00 
250 00 


90 00 


Tucker 




72 00 


Tyler „.. 

XJpshur 


100 00 
884 00 
199 00 
288 00 


250 00 
1,381 00 


Wayne 


198 00 


Webster 


384 00 
430 00 
195 00 


673 00 


Wetzel 


66 00 
72 00 


430 00 


Wirt. 


195 00 


Wood 




Wyoming 










Charleston City _ 








722 25 
822 78 




722 25 


Huntington City 

Martinsburg City 


322 78 




536 25 


536 25 


322 78 


Parkersburg City.. 














Wheeling City 














Moundsville City 








480 00 




400 00 














Totals 


$ 11,127 18 


$ 14,027 00 


% 9,879 23 


$ 13 512 68 


% 21,006 41 


% 27,539 68 
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TABLE H.— Continued. 

Showmg Total Disbursements of Teachers^ JPund for all Purposes^ 
hy Counties^ for the Years Ending June 30, 1895, and June 
30, 1896. 





AMOUNT OP SALARY PAID NO. 3 TEACHERS. 


COUNTIES. 


COLeRKD. 




Males. 


Females. 


ToUl Paid Colored. 




18^ 


1896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


Harbour 


$ 72 00 


% 


9 

184 00 


$•■>■•••« •..*••.•. 


$ 72 00 
184 00 
154 80 


1 


TIcrkelev 


158 00 


160 00 
96 00 


318 00 


1^00116 


154 80 


96 00 


Braxton 








Brooke 








90 00 




90 00 


Cabell 










Calhoun. 















Clay 














Doddridge 














Fayette 














Gilmer 














Grant 


90 00 
162 00 




75 00 

216 00 

42 00 


150 00 

198 00 

82 00 


165 (y) 

378 00 

42 00 


150 00 


Greenbrier 

HamDshire 


. 100 00 
204 00 


298 00 
2H6 00 


Hancock 






Hardy 


72 00 


90 00 


216 00 


90 00 


288 00 


180 00 


Harrison 




Jackson ^ 














Jefferson 






25 00 




'^00 




Kanawha 










Lewis _ 

Lincoln _ 








--■ — 






Loi?an - 


140 00 


108 00 






140 00 


108 00 


Marion . ^ 








Mari^hall 














Mason 








70 76 
250 00 


'^00 


70 76 


Mfrcer 

Mineral 


132 00 


90 00 


90 00 


340 00 


Minso 














Mononealia 














Monroe 




90 00 




180 00 




270 00 


Morgan 






••-•♦ 




McDowell. _....«., 








108 00 


108 00 


Nicholas 








Ohio _ 






......... ........ 


42 00 




42 00 


Pendleton _ 


112 00 


130 GO 




112 CO 


130 00 


Pleasants. 




96"6b 




Pocahontas.. 


72 00 


72 00 


90 00 


Preston 








Putnam _ 














Raleigh. _ 




'45' 2S 


37 80 




37 80 




Randolph 






45 25 


Ritchie _ 












Roane 














Summers 




27 00 








27 00 


Taylor. 












Tucker 














Tyler. 














Upshur ._ 














Wayne 






152 00 




152 00 




Webster 










Wetzel 














Wlrt_ 














Wood 


80 00 








30 00 




Wyoming.. 










Charleston City. 








1,116 50 


8S 80 
300 00 
285 00 


1,116 50 


Huntington City 






88 80 




Martlnsburg City. 

ParkersburK City 


300 00 










285 00 






Wheeling City 










Mound sville City 




























Totals 


9 1,336 80 


% l.(M2 25 8 1,411 6o'$ 2.673 Sd'l 2.748 40 


9 3 715 51 
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TABLE H.— Continued. 

Showwig Total Disbursements of Teachers' J'und for all Pur- 
poses, hy Counties, for the Years Endi/ng Juw. 30, 1895, andJmu 
30. 1896. 



CbIIioud.... 

Cl«y 

Updd ridge.. 



Il4mpGlilre 
F«rdy.,.V. 



Putnam.,,. 

RilBlKh 

Rsudalph .. . 



U^B^hn 



Cbatlcaton city. . 



uwane 

36,17 " 



33,ffiTfiO 



I8,OMS3 

S0^B3 - 
IT.ffiiS 
15,9flH 
17,184 .. 
ia.38L B9 
17,206 BO 
ie,2S5 0(l 



■flSOOU 





i^SS 


112 00 


laioo 


SOS 50 


325 80 


BS§26 




1.870 « 

Slow 


1.65.1 0( 


^Z 


6M0< 











18,821 0(1 
7.098 ■ ■ 
4,8(» 



S7,M0 
IBislT 
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TABLE H.— Continued. 

Total Disbursements of Teachers^ Fund for All Pur- 
I Countiea, for the Years Ending June 30, 1895, and June 



C0DNTIE3. 


Sheriff's Co 
G percen 


"oo'Vli-* 




For DHllDquent List of 

Ke^ unJ Perional 

Property. 




l8Bo 


IBflB 


1895 


1896 


1S»5 


18B6 


iS5-^:z-^^ 


303 a; 

833 51 

■'is 

1,380 b' 

ii 
ii 

m"it 

619 » 
ZB5 7! 

6i2i: 

ll 

33flS 
^7( 

asos 

EU 3^ 
680 71 

1,743 * 


• |i 

3IBC 
390 13 
490 6B 

S! 

403 01 

'iW 11 
43S3t 

8»i a 

783 91 

1,407 ai 
728*; 

i,iffid 
eo4» 

639 8: 

332 41 
BIBK 

Br. 

T»B3| 

848 5; 

38S 41 
648 07 
421 87 

683 41 

703 » 

658 4; 

2,038 Bi 
16187 


' \ir, 


1 IB 41 
16 41 


i m B.^ 

208 47 
213 37 
600 69 
109 22 
1,388 58 
314 08 
244 9S 

i,ea»8i 

1 

STOM 

1,395 48 

18191 
617 08 

35 51 
3,678 7! 

88 0; 

bob: 
238 B< 

1,483 i; 

883 31 


1 257 07 


fe=L:= 


42 00 


nn 




831 58 


gPzzEE 


"lira 




18 18 
333 (S 


111 28 

'iDI 88 




is 

G9i) 

'as'ra 

24 7& 
368 72 


882 

£&o: 
139 11 






l:=S^!.;=.-::::.:: 


i:s 




'11 


SSSSJi— :—:::: 












i!SSi:_::::.— ::: 


32* 


165 El 

51 o; 
4 10 


131 71 
125 4S 




4B9 13 


Hlneral 




81 ffi 
!4» 




MoDo'wBYr;:;:.:;:::..;:;: 


...Sit 


ffliisr-.: 


74 03 




7 35 


754 


109 73 






3108 


40 94 








isa. 


3 68 
48 42 

60 6a 
22 a 

1 K 
6,1 1!. 

17 SI 

iti 


33 1! 

W 21 
14 67 


3,038 11 
3Me7 
516 27 


SSi.—; — 


176 1: 
'■^5 i; 
185 o: 

-ii 

78 m 
mm 


439 10 


^:~^ ^■- 

SSSr.rr.:— ::::: 


ii 












feS^!?;.;::.: 










K 41 


44 46 


''7s 12 




48 00 


Tot^i . 


i i»,MOflB 


S 34.378+4 


t 2.3K 83 


• '■"«"' 


1 S;.480 56 


1 51.009 41 
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TABLE H.— Continued. 

Showing Total Dishursemenls of Teachers! Fund for all Purposes 

hy Counties, for the Yeira Ending June 30, 1895, and June 



CODNTIES. 


To Olli-r DiatHcta Tot 


For EloDerationg. 


For Amount (If aoj-^ 
Overdrswn L»st 




ISflD 


1898 


laeii 


,» 


,„ 


1898 


■Oatma. 


t-.~- 


■ .!? 


1 45 3> 

83 IK 
90!^ 


1 99^ 

17 a; 
ao2! 

bo: 


488 

1! 


1 70 K 










1^40 


IMW 




&=E~- 














-~ ~ 










1i 


mm 

183 a 

ll 

■-■■»4-4 

«WO0 
189 3:. 

157 fl 

sum 


-^1?S 














WS^=:.....:. 








i""""- -.r 













'izi'K 


too; 

130 8! 

li 


II 

El I'i 




|gte-== 




W71 






UDC 












asB 










m=f^ 


:zz-::z 


:^::-^:, 


'bsi 40 




lows? 




K3U 


&■--== 


186 11 


au7 00 


J!SKac:rr=r 


MM 


i|OI 




402 88 
30 91 






W5^ 














ass 
Tuco 


4«l 

148 31 
88 8& 

3J4ei 

188 0^ 

38 la 

11 

98 04 


ii 

48 9U 


813 0< 

ss 

1 It 
iraVs 

253 W 
616 3; 

TO 8; 

II 










^5^"~-"" 










^i:'~-"~ 


























8 7( 
1»8'> 

i 
II 

li 

331 83 
2flM 












453 8:; 




Jootai' 


„ 








48 88 


















va m 












1 ft; 




Cliarleiton a.iflZ'~Z. 

















M »rti nub lire i;lty.. 

W!ifl-lint!l,llr 

HoaDdBvllleCity. 








v.V-::::::":.; 








'l*4 68 








Totali 


» 074 32 




* i.^m 48 


» 4.m8fl 


t 30.683 93 


t 14.541 31 
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TABLE H—Continued. 
Showing Total DisbursemeiiU of Teacheri tund for All Pu/r- 

poges, l>y Counties, for ths Years iLnding June 30, Vi^% and June 



co„„.. 


Fq'V"' 


ury NiolQaBoI 


Amoont Overdrawn 

(ir i"iy> lb.. 

jear. 




1905 


i»ia 


1805 1 im 


1895 


isoe 


He rk e m/ ! [~'''.~'""Z 
Boons „ 


\a'.9H 41 
!il.lB3(iO 

l*l4Bl B! 

isioii BO 
81.PB2 7S 

III 

34,SBT B? 
W.e.MM 

E8,eiL41 
Z7,83S IS 
B( 017 00 
2I,I)» 4B 

ai.ss; B3 


'III 

i9.m a 
aeuL sfl 
fi,fl3i 17 

sail 

1U.4M 03 

niisiBo 
u,077 as 

iH-s-i 41 
Sfl.BaB3s 

84.071 IS 
B7,aS4 7B 
21. Mi 08 
10,112 OS 
ifoBS M 
3.1,251 71 
2B,09] SIS 

lis 

isli-eess 

17,Wil 7S 

11 J 

%m'i. 

«g,'s)4 » 

auBS 80 
islea) s; 

lit 

iS.SSOM 

gSi 

1B.BOT 11 
20.805 B' 

10.W » 

^ t».tB3 a 
BjBa 1 


* '■Si 
'■Sii 

1.788 02 

1,8»1 78 
1.1174 87 

l,'l!>2 M 

2.4B7 (14 
1,B«I 71 

isi 

,484 B3 
,877 SI 
8S3 81 
.^06 48 

.■mm 
'uiaa 


• ,JSS 

s,aS; iij 


t 7fi6S 


t 311 SI 




1.343 71 






S.Vdrid« ~ 




■ " 




8,8BDfl7 
1,398 81 

SI 

, l.4BSBf 
Bis" II 


a,US7 4fl 




Qllmw... _ 
















wS 




iTjtdy. „.:;:::;:;: :::::::: 














E,a!B68 

iiliiis'BB 

3, 120 bi 
6, BBS Of 

I.Mfiftl 

"'is 

i.eoi S 

2.!I7S2I 
UWSB 

e.axiii 

3,140 16 
4. 813 2U 
£,4U 7« 

1,844 B 
1^317 E 

as 

8,241 OS 

lion w 


1640 
8,438 93 
S24 28 












lKKV;:::::v.:::=;:;;- 






ios'sa 

212 03 


















1 ,4ffi« 
g.g60B1 

1 .im S3 

1 ,393 4 
1 ,3OT 1 

MTBBfl 

s% 
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la.TK 43 
17.nHI HB 

is.sgt w 

Ei.7W4e 
B.40IB 

1 sloes K 

.,ISs 


B,117 47 
1,181 42 

4,840 Oj 
1,835 44 

1 .ifii 12 

!,3SI 
1M2ES 

ijaao 

ill 
1? 

SisOS B 
'498 4' 

"Zt 

TWO 

B.ina 4: 

H»49 




k£^-— — 


20 98 


13 97 




^K 
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830 
















SSffi" - 
















«is'"87 

«U)B 








Tyier 


707 BB 












IS^...-: 


W70 


„..j^ 
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T"tnH 


?im,H-jOT-;'?i,>ss.s»7Pfi'j m"Mm 


? liMWP 


f J<,..,_4 





!nl80,«)3.4nfur 18».ik 



log Fnod diBbuiaei 



It li«8. mar? 
d uadei the kppiopiUte headlugi in tte Build- 
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TABLE I. 
Shovnng Total Receipts of Building Fmid from all Sources, ly 
Counties:, for the Tears ^Tiding June SO, 1895, and June 



BtOoKB 

Cibell 

Calbann... 

J>add ridge. 

Gf«Bt 

Grecalirier 
E&iniublre 
SbdoodIc.. 

Jftokion ... 

Kanawha. . 
Lewli 



MoODUg&l 

HntfAa.'. 
McUowfllL 
Nicbolii.. 

PeDd'leuiii 

Pr.cnhoati 

PalDsm!!! 
Hsieigh ... 
lUndolpb. 
Bttoble.... 
Unne 

Tylsr. '1 
Wiyne,.. 

■Win...'.'.! 
■Wc»d..... 

B'ntln't^B g;i 






Wnee 
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18,013 I*"! 
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iTi.tM «a 
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ESI ex 
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l.MBBU 
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""is" is 
'"la ftj 



375 79 
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TABLE I. —Continued. 

Showing Total Heceipts 'of Building -Fund from all Sources, hy 
Counties, for tKe years £,nding June 30, 1895, and June 
30. 1896. 



DODNTIES, 


From Ssle o( De- 
lli.qu.nt L.Bd<. 


From Other Dls- 
trlotB rorlTani- 
tcrred Pupila. 


,...„.,„.. 


TotftI liFcetpti or 
Butldme "Fund 
froiD bLJ Soarcwi. 
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1899. 


fl-jbow- 


1 


t 


* 


*-iis-is 


S M 67 1 142 CS 


■■li 

11.037 83 
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B39 
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16 81 










4SB1 
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77 is 
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■"SA 
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S BO 
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K9 4i 

B7- 
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B,3:e B) 


4,080 78 
17,481 SO 
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9,110 4U 
£,734 ID 
4;88»Bi 

9;ill9 « 

B>8I a 
8,89BT. 

10,715 80 
6^731 4^ 

ll,B:ffl 0. 

Jsi.M3 K 
u'bm 41 

141079 11 
0.1,12 03 

IT.BKB 6.1 
9.311 26 
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ilOBI 


647 31 
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EOT IB 


































16 W 
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8 TO 
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P.«itOU 


mK 


<7E9 






492 3 

'is 

a)7 

99 a: 
916 a.-* 

479 10 

1,4H 66 
IKS 17 
63 00 
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M or 
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set 




























3!B 




Tnnket 








2T0 II 

1S18! 
3Bf!e 




Sr------ 


108*6 


SW 


98 40 
672 W 

a.7»asi 

J; 


,ras 


SS';::;; 


SBWI 




408 U 
BTBH 

300! 

""sTl'm 
i'ji 


169 60 


'SSSI 
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itoa 












W'Bl-ib-R C'y 
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B1 S» 
1810 60 










1!S91| 4,377 87 


ii,B99 or 
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t B0«»lfl.»7 96 
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TABLE J. 

SJwwing Total Diabv/rsementa from Buildmg JFund for all Ih^r- 
poses^ hy Cowaties^ for the Years Endi/ng June 30, 1895, and 
June 30, 1896. 





AMOUNT PAID FOR PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS. 


COUNTIES. 


Paid on Bonded 
Debt. 


Interest Paid on 
Bonded Debt. 


For Lands. 


For Houses. 




1895 


1890 


1896 


1890 

1 


1895 


1890 


1896 


1886 


Barbour 


1 500 00 


1 500 00 


1 213 53 


$ 130 00 

• *«■•* • • • • ... 


$. 

5 48 

107*87 


$ 17 60 
02 50 

"2700 


% 107 00 
1,241 34 
2,288 45 
2,066 82 
1,281 48 
3,340 10 
1,030 40 
2,231 04 
1,890 00 
5,819 07 
1.384 M 


9 1,359 16 
1,077 90 
1,321 00 
3,314 10 


Berkeley 

Boone 


Brazton 




2,254 12 


9 70 
24 05 
94 01 


Brooke 




48 00 
132 03 


Cabell 


1,020 88 


941 10 


198 25 
14 63 
70 00 
84 00 

156 00 
5«0 

360 00 
67 00 


105 00 
10 00 
44 05 

092"'66 

00 


2,088 60 
725 00 


Calhoun 


Clay 






i'89'80 


50*99 


879 05 


Doddridge 

Fayette 


037 50 


595 70 


1,844 86 
7,844 08 
1.144 00 


Gilmer 






17 94 




Grant 








25 00 3',349 35 
27 50 4.h7A 44 


098 06 


Greenbrier. .. 


'7l"'00 








8,045 26 
404 76 


Hampshire.... 


131 00 
1,000 00 


37 \\ 


"066 
385 10 




1,171 48 


Hancook 








Hardy 








488 2fi 

16,089 50 

2,194 50 

723 50 

7,044 55 

1,148 87 

1,180 50 

4,329 40 

13,577 25 

2,989 79 

2,107 47 

4,882 95 

1,539 59 


1,340 08 
14,517 00 
1,729 00 
3,029 79 
0,212 28 
1,934 60 


Harrison 






57 &t 

108 00 


145 00 


810 00 

36 00 

500 00 

201 00 

335 20 

50 00 

30 00 

100 00 

1,560 00 

40 00 

990 00 

305 00 


18 *6o 

22 50 

877 50 

15 00 

49 50 

50 00 
345 00 

1,990 50 

08 00 

800 00 

06 00 


Jackson ._ 




702 00 


Jefferson 






Kanawha 


583 94 
210 00 


1,082 00 
200 00 




109 21 

48 00 


Lewis 


173 80 


Lincoln 


801 50 


Logan 


"" 1,"(X)0'00 


500 00 

100 00 
1.000 00 


27 50 

904 87 

170 00 

1,099 61 

47 00 

97 50 






Marion 

Marshall 


840 00 
132 00 
411 05 


12,094 42 

7,333 30 

878 00 


Mason 


1,000 00 

900 00 

1,000 00 


Mercer 


4,882 97 
8,100 16 


Mineral 




Mingo 






3,890 86 

1,013 09 

518 74 


Monongalia ._ 


237*4^ 


50005 


59 50 
39 12 




10 00 
19 90 


85 00 
05 00 
80 00 

980 00 
10 00 

070 00 

isooo 

20 00 
I 00 
10 00 
47 00 
341 25 
75 00 

i'2066 

133 70 

3,100 00 

485 m> 
35 00 


3,049 60 
449 44 


Monroe 




Morgan 


1,304 18 

7,427 54 

2,287 49 

024 2*2 


McDowell 






104 00 
14 05 






3,215 78 
1,984 17 
1,300 00 

091 50 
1,088 25 

774 60 
1,310 70 
1,058 68 
2,229 12 
9,140 00 
1,784 00 
1,854 48 
1,120 25 

547 95 
2,425 83 
2,849 01 

838 00 
2,947 18 
3,751 82 

109 50 
3,099 35 
2,021 23 
1,215 44 


Nicholas.. 








22 00 


Ohio 


1,881 90 


1,000 00 


47 00 


Pendleton 


3 00 

70 00 


360 27 


Pleasants 

Pocahontas ... 






9 32 


390 00 


303 50 
322 50 


Preston 








81 


25 00 
135 00 

17 28 

120 00 

60 

11 00 
302 00 

456'*66 

280 00 

028 75 

102 20 

060 

01 75 

04 70 

20 00 

38 60 

240 24 


1,816 25 
1,710 22 


Putnam 


190 00 
708 00 


79 90 


20 90 
24 05 

600 00 

sroi 


Biileigh 




1,002 17 
7,214 03 
1,973 70 
2,707 71 


Randolph 


300 00 




Ritchie 

Roane 


280 00 


"48666 


Summers 




2,818 78 
1,199 24 
1,159 91 


Taylor 

Tucker 


1,782 00 
200 00 


«)6o6 


243 10 
10 41 




Tyler 




4,619 96 
1,318 08 
4.085 74 


Up»hur 






804 




Wayne 








Webster 






11 50 
02 41 
95 00 




1,702 64 


Wetzel 


875 00 
193 70 


953 09 
il 14 


137 79 
720 00 


5 66 

09 80 

104 00 

65 86 


1,144 50 


Wirt 


1,384 19 


Wood 


2,010 09 


Wyoming. . 




5 00 


***"0,'594 66 

750 00 

930 00 

1,172 00 


833 89 

7.752 00 
760 00 
301 36 
158 33 


3,379 90 


Ch'rl'ston C'y 




Hunt'gt*n C'T 










0,739 80 


M'rti'sb'g C'y 


"S»;o6o 00 


0,500 00 

5,000 00 

*1O,708 09 






292 45 

1,334 40 

10,790 70 

1,470 00 


P'rk'rsb'g C'y 




1,800 00 




Wheeling U'y 
M'ndav'le C'y 

t 






74 00 


80 00 




1,200 00 












Totals 


81,521 06 


84,210 90 


14.198 42 


13,000 06 


8.038 67 


14,470 00 


104,151 17 


149,127 42 



*This sum Ib paid out of the School (Teachers') Fund, and is, therefore, not included in the 
total here. 
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TABLE J.— Continued. 

Showing Total DMbvraemerUa from Building tund for AU Pur- 

posea, by Couniies, for the Years Ending June 30, 1895, and Juue 

30, 1896. 



COUNT tES. 



A.HOnNT PAID FOfi PERUANSKT IMPBOVEMEMTS. 



CIM 

Doddridge... 



Bssgo 

!,7ZT 



038 3» 



Wewel 

Wilt „. 



UartlUhburit City..!!! 



£,423 0(1 

1i\ Bll 
Eoa 6U 

seau 



iUK Oitr..., 
IfTllle Cltr 



' ■4flci"ob 



187 eo 

100 [10 



3.891 W 

I. ail 85 

1,339 39 





































































3.80nM 
































3,0T8S« 


















8,iJ7 a 
































































1,8310 


B,B1.B 07 














Sd,M2 1 


7.«3 sa 








1,360(10 







N cbanloie aoi laoJndsd in t): 
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TABLE J.— Continued. 
Shmovng Total Disbursements of Building fund for All I^arposes, 

by Comities, for t%e Years Mnding, June 30, 1895, and June 





AMODKT PAID FOR ODREENT EXPENBE8. 


COUNTIES. 


P»id for Raul. 


Pulil for Bepairi. 


,.,.„„..,. 


Pild for SwffBlng 




■ n 


■ 'ffi!! 


1896 

'~Sl 

114 r. 

11 

ffi0 3l 
M8 5t 

esiai 
a,oM4i 

■fj: 

2.03A39 

'•S!3 
II 

'11 

917 9 
1.40i 4 

SBS&l 

l.HWTB 
317 IS 

1,419 i 


' is 

KlTt 

i,ori 7, 

501 Bi 

•ii 

'|i 

X,01& 01 

740 ES 
4S9 60 

II 
II 

■4s2a 

168 « 

II 

HHse 

1,108 61 

1,977 If 

W9BI 
1,3W 14 


ISBf, 


1890 


1895 


1898 


B.rbour 


,ii 

''ii 
■'ii 

i,srj! 

l,Bi8ai 
80 SO 
87 IS 
40 ff 

l|i 

'693 le 


1 655 01 

')Bs si 

1.105 » 

mm 
i;e»7 V. 

519 9! 

482 91 
3!o98 4l 

I'Sl 

S89W 

i[ei8 91 

2^398 01 

tool a 

8^71 

'bBB 19 

808 91 
482 8? 

ili 

1,307 71 
1,688 80 

'■^^^ 
1,018 »> 

73ieo 

1.»I4^ 

1,678 3j 

31 


1 S75 49 

1,14S 75 
176 7; 

391 W 


1 t,060 68 

i;o27 la 


B^JJtVn::::;. 

Brooke 

Obeli 


IBS 00 






'lis 

i36M 


864 ee 








g'S.:::::: 

HimpiMra... 


ESQ SO 


664 00 
1.414 \h 
636 8i 

1,081 4 

8847 

ill 

Is 

liaiii DO 

1.858* 


995 » 
2,0110 80 
87S18 


" IMOO 

IMS 

37 00 
461 « 
12 00 

ao7A 

3B0I) 

II 

Si 00 
150 00 

35"6i 


463 30 


i:fc;:::; 


,£51 




iSX-:.::: 


^!! 


1,178 Oi 






& 


El 00 














SK,:::::: 

BUbko 


BTl OO 
18 00 

3S06 


I.S83 90 


II 

810 Ci 

'ii 

1,217 89 
1.607 08 
1,017 40 
918 61 

878 « 
733 it 

l,6G6 6D 
614 6; 

'688 7' 
WD 02 
918 31 

702 Jt 

178 41 


■Ii 

48^6 
1.600 4 

76 0. 
859 80 

1,068 o; 

(IU8 41 
917 Bl 

91^8 51 
1,736 bI 


1,143 23 
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TABLE J.— Continued. 
Shmirmg Total JH^waements of Building I'und for all Pwrpoaea, 

by C'ountus, for the Yearn Ending June 30, 1895, and Jims 
30. 1896. 
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TABLE J— Continued. 
Showmg Total Di^bursemenis of BvUdivg fund for AU Purposes 
hy Counties, for the Tears Eliding June SO, 1896, ■mxt Jun 
30, 1896. 
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TABLE J— Continued. 
. Showing Total Disbursements of building I*und far all PurposeSy 
hy Counties, for the Years Ending Jane 30, 1895, aud Jvne 
30. 189«. 
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TABLE J.— Continued. 
Showing Total Diishirsements of Building J'und for all Purpoaea^ 

hy Coimtiei, for the Yoars Ending June 30, 1S96, and June 
30, 1896. 
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TABLE J.— Continued. 
Showing Total Dlshursements of BwUding l^imdfor all Pwrpoiea, 

by Couvti&i, fur tlie Years Ending June 30, 1895, aiid June 
30. 1896. 
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TABLE K. 
Showimg tha Apportwvi-ment of the State School tund for the 
Tears Commencing July 1, 1895, and July \, 1896, respectively, 
Together with Salaries Paid Covnty Superintendmts, and Enu- 
meration of School Youth 
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TABLE L. 

^atea of Salaries Paid Teachers. 
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TABLE M. 
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Report or State Supbrimtendbkt 

TABLE N. 

Coat of Education Per Capita per Term. 
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TABLE P. 
Comity Svpervntendmits' Report of Oerieral Statittiets for the Teari 
Beginning Jtdy 1, 1894 atid July 1, 1895, and Ending Jwae 80, 
1895 and June 30, 1896, Respectively, by Counties. 
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TABLE R. 

Showing Enumeration of School Youth^ According to Mace and 

Sex^ in Two Classes as to Age. 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone 

BrAXton 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Doddridge. . . 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier.... 
Hampshire.. 

Hancock. 

Hardy 

Harrison 

Jaokson 

Je£ferson. . . . 

KanAwha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Lo^an 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Mingo 

Monongalia .. 

Monroe 

Mbriran 

McDowell.. 

Nicholas 
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Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas .. 

Preston 

Pu<nara 
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Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Taylor 
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Tyler 

Upshur 
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Wheeling C'y 
M'dsvUle C'y 
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1,691 
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1,830 
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2,379 
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2,989 
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1,350 

071 

987 
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2,222 

730 
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1,228 
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1,463 
2,430 
1,396 
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2,076 
1,274 
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869 
2,361 
2,781 
1.294 
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1,634 
1,902 

893 
2,819 
2,347 
2,901 
2.288 
1,521 
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1,803 
1,459 

805 
1,114 
1,394 
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1,254 
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2,040 
1,529 
1,685 
2,160 
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1,752 
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1,756 
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2,291 
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1,398 
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1,286 
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540 
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OP Free Schools. 
TABLE S. 





SHOWING TO 


AL ENROLLMENT OP PDPILS, 
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Bbport of State Superintendent 



TABLE S.— Continued. 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cabell.. 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Doddridge 

Fayette. 

Gilmer , 

Grant 

Creenbrler , 

Hampshire 

Hanoook 

Hardy 

Harrison 

JaokBon 

Jefferson... 

Kanawha , 

Lewis 

Lincoln.. 

Logan 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Mingo. 

Monongalia 

Monroe.., 

Morgan 

McUowelL. 

Nicholas 

Ohio.... 

Pendleton 

Pleasants... 

Pocahontas.. 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph- 

Ritchie.. 

Roane.. 

Summers 

Taylor. 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur... 

Wayne 

Webster , 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood.. 

Wyoming 

Charleston City.... 
Huntington City.. 
Martinsbur< City. 
Parkersburg City. 

Wheeling city 

Moundtviile City. 

Totals 



SHOWING TOTAL ENROLLMENT OP PUPILS. 



COLOBXD, 



Males. 
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159 

54 
9 
7 

31 

23 
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Females. 
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3 

27 

38 



63 
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11 
7 
25 
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353 
25 
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19 
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23 
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10 
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9 



1896 
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13 
23 
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32 
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9 
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43 
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24 
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15 
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19 
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31 
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13 
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19 
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40 
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12 
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19 
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28 
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22 
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Grand Total. 
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3465 
3281 
2481 
4702 
1662 

.4252 
2618 
1559 
3633 
6513 
2961 
1883 
5221 
2990 
1369 
1816 
5934 
6101 
3123 

10285 
4290 
8602 
3693 
6289 
4847 
6090 
4826 
3004 



4255 
3877 
1911 
2452 
3154 
2018 
237H 
8101 
1836 
5615 
4488 
3651 
3115 
4787 
4675 
3979 
2958 
2253 
3698 
3878 
6591 
1745 
5103 
2526 
5221 
2327 
1780 
1990 
1370 
8622 
5510 
966 



217.708 



1896 



3436 
2829 
2u58 
4785 
1497 
3048 
2514 
1620 
3614 
6040 
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1781 
4871 
2790 
1417 
1877 
5675 
6U57 
3312 
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4218 
3830 
2235 
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6478 
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1891 
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1929 
8395 
2060 
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4956 
4760 
8734 
2856 
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3791 
3^05 
6070 
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4946 
2893 
2511 
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1265 
2632 
5519 
959 
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OF Fbge Schools. 
TABLE S.— Continued. 
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Kepoht of State Supbbintendbnt 
TABLE S.- -Continued. 





SHOWING ENROLLMENT OF PUPILS BETWEEN 
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OF Fbee Schoou 
TABLE S.— ContiQued. 
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Repobt of State SuPEBiNreNDENT. 
TABLE S.— Continued. 





SHOWING ESKOLLMBST Of PCPILS BETWEES 




COCXTIKS 


COLVKKD 


O...P 






■l>]» 


FeDWlM- 


Tol»! ColOTMi. 


TOTAL. 




IM6 


tsx 


ia»> 


18M 


I«B IBW 


1896 


IM 




i 


10 


z 


11 


i i 

: 


no 
m 

■;« 

. IB 

K! 

IK 

W 

4te 

» 

SK 

«I 

ns 

EO! 
W 
191 


HB 


i 




afS.E-rrq 


^ 


Dodttuet- 






M 


a 


11 X 






IS 










Sr;»KrT:z= 


< 
_ 

s 


• 

a 


i 


fl3S 




.^ri?::-- 


1 
1 

X 


J 




3M 

lira 


sa?" 


1 


1 


1017 


Ima 


ii 10 

lOr U 

B ■ 


S 


-j5 

9 
! 


> 


MS 




1 


g 






4 ^ 








1fa>» 


IS 


!l 


tee 




..._...'i..._.j 




»"• 


,=; 


i 


. 


SI 


IflO 
506 

Ml 


SSSSL 

KK - - 


sss-* 


3 


'" 


S 




-■-^ 1 




IK 

S89 


^-— =- 


n""" » 


». IS 
U 13 










a 


„ 












4 ' 

17 U 

1 

li ll 

9 V 




fe-T-Tzi: 


'■™* 




jftr-- 
























t 


". 1 






M 
KB 


1 


T01.H 


ira 


3S J 


n»' ni 


l&m 


».on 



OF Fbee Schoou. 
TABLE S.— CoDtinued. 





SHOWING PCPILB ENROLLED FOB ri R8T TIME . 
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Rbpobt or State Susekihtendhnt 
TABLE S.- -Continued. 
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OF Free Schools. 813 

TABLE T. 
Showing Average Daily Attendance According to Race and Sex^ in 

in Two C'las»cs as to Aye. 
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Eepobt of State Superintendekt 
TABLE T.— Continued. 
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OF Febb Schoow. 
TABLE T.— Continued. 
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£13 


£010 


im 


KI7 
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208 


203 
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TABLE T.— Continued. 







• 


COLORED. 






Grand ToUl 
Cole 




COUNTIES. 




Both 


Ages. 




Total Colored. 


, White and 
•red. 




Males. 


Females. 






1806 


1896 


1895 


1806 


1805 


1896 


1895 


1896 


B&rbour 


84 

91 

23 

2 

4 

22 
19 


41 

32 

17 

7 

7 
16 


27 

76 

25 

3 

6 

. 20 

6 


26 
25 
23 
9 
6 
13 


61 
167 
48 
5 
10 
42 
25 


67 
67 
40 
16 
13 
29 


2438 
1610 
1309 
2833 
1149 
2477 
1528 
925 
2647 
4071 
1843 
1130 
2\(& 
2008 
1072 
1162 
4316 
4256 
ISQo 
6167 
2782 
2285 
2366 
4535 
3059 
4124 
2663 
2124 


2274 


U>)rkelev 


1514 


Boone 

Braxton 


1287 
3li0i> 


Brooke 


1102 


Cabell 


2507 


Calhoun 


1541 


(;iav 






885 


Doddridge _ 

Favette 


2l"6 

2 

18 

167 

19 


230 


286 
5 

17 
137 

30 


'860 

14 

127 
28 


502 

7 

35 

801 

49 


490 

24 

251 
48 


2614 
4286 


Gilmer , 


1877 


Grant - 

Greenbrier 


10 

124 

20 


1062 
8168 


HaniDshire 


2008 


Hancock 


1129 


Hardy 


27 
72 

9 

256 

128 

10 

ii 

12 


32 

64 

19 

247 

185 

14 

6 

12 

7 

55 

114 

25 


19 

74 

6 

222 

148 

8 

12 
11 

icio 

no 

29 


20 
69 
17 
242 
200 
13 

3 

7 
2 

49 
131 

30 


46 

146 

15 

478 

276 

18 

>*•••• • • • 

23 
23 


62 
133 

36 
489 
885 

27 


1214 


Harrison 

Jackson 


4100 
4047 


Jefferson 


1839 


Kanawha 

Lewis _ 


6068 
2813 


Lincoln 


2163 


Lofiran 


9 

19 

9 

104 

245 

55 


746 


Marion 

MarsbalL 


4494 
3111 


Mason. 


110 
97 
21 


210 

207 

50 


3768 


Mercer 

Mineral 

Mingo. _ 


2808 
2172 
1218 


Monongalia 

Monroe 


10 
117 

20 
112 

6 

16 

^ 

6 
33 
25 

4 


14 

99 

23 

100 

11 
15 

15 

7 
87 

20 
26 


8 

103 

25 

124 

1*4 

19 

i'6 

3 

46 
30 

7 


15 
105 

24 
112 

i"3 

15 

14 

4 
41 
26 
35 


18 
220 

45 
286 

80 
85 

89 
9 
79 
55 
11 


29 
204 

47 
212 

24 

80 

29 

11 
78 
46 
61 


2889 
2489 
1238 
1399 
2058 
1267 
1576 
1540 
1263 
8960 
2615 
8168 
2243 
3315 
3043 
2623 
2128 
1365 
2430 
2630 
3540 
1088 
8058 
1694 
3452 
1158 
1295 
1416 

954 
1865 
4255 

684 


2879 
2417 


Morgan.. ..« 

McDowell .- 


1271 

1306 


Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton 


2065 
1181 
1677 


Pleasants 

Pocahontas 


1332 
1314 


Preston 


3899 


Putnam. 


2786 


Raleigh 


2112 


Randolph 

Ritchie 


2583 
3340 


Roane. 














3014 


Summers 


107 

17 

7 


105 
35 

7 


100 

18 

7 


" "" 102 
32 

7 


207 
85 
14 


207 
67 
14 


2815 


Taylor 


9153 


Tucker 


1442 


Tyler_ _ 


2569 


Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 


20 
16 


30 
12 


28 
22 


30 
11 


48 
38 


60 
23 


2730 
3282 
1122 


Wetzel 










••■••• •• •• 




8199 


Wirt 










1823 


Wood 


1 
6 
133 
93 
38 
51 
75 
14 




1 
9 
148 
73 
40 
87 
90 
11 


6 

147 
69 
36 
48 
60 
8 


2 

15 

281 

166 

78 

141 

165 

25 




8425 


Wyoming- 


6 
143 
75 
26 
42 
50 
11 


12 
290 
144 

62 

90 
110 

19 


1306 


Charleston City 

Huntington City 

Martinsburg City.... 

Parkersburg City 

Wheeling City 


1727 
1576 
897 
1869 
4265 


Moundiville City 


626 


Totals 


2323 


^ 2193 


2406 


2274 


4729 


4467 


140,486 


141,081 



OF Fbeb Schools. 

TABLE U. 

Showifig Cases of Tardinegs, Suspension and Dismission, 
poral Punishment, tic. 





CASES OF TARDINESS. 




Wh.t.. 




Colo 


red. 






Htifa. 


k™»i.s 


M.lM. 


Females. 
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si 
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773 
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!» 
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w: 
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:bi| 
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83U' 


1(B( 
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51 

aw 
iiai 

308! 

1 

'iB35 

1 

8S71 
IW 
1MI 




b1 


239 
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sar 


j! 


ES 
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gfe"=== 


79: 

asm 

.3 

3:Sa 

1441 

aosj 

IS"! 
£(«; 

471 
4371 

1 

801 
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li 
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41 
231 


38 

1 


39 

1B8 
841 
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1533 
4111 
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5371 
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■MBrilnAurg Cliy „ 

PurkBMbumCtiy .. 
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ai 

SI 


1^ 


37t 
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.7 
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ToUls 
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1K,9«I 
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7371 
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TABLE U.— Continued. 





CASES OF TRUANCY. 


COUNTIES. 




White. 


COLOBED. 


Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 




1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1893 


Barbour 


15 
11 
131 
30 
36 
29 


14 
1 
39 
21 
52 
117 


105 

1 

' * ' 


3 

1 
20 




1 






BerKelev 






Hoone 










Braxton 










Brooke 


1 
111 


1 


3 






Cabell 






Calhoun 










Clav 


1 
50 

8 

6 
12 
16 

5 
27 

1 
95 
61 

6 
23 
18 
26 


3 
31 
25 
12 

4 
28 

3 
15 

4 

191 

185 
o 

49 
135 

a5 

5 

46 
26 
39 
162 
44 
34 
23 
32 

6 


io 

10 
6 


2 

7 

21 

1 










Doddrldse 










Fayette 


2 


6 




1 


Gilmer 




Grant 




14 
6 




17 


Greenbrier 




1 




Hampshire 


9 
2 




1 




Hancock 










Hardy 




3 
6 








Harrison 


26 
9 


51 
K9 


2 


1 




JticksoQ 




Jefferson 


1 
5 


3 

5 

12 






K anawha 


23 
6 
4 

59 

1 

8 

11 

8 

8 


19 
18 
53 

1 

9 
14 
56 
60 

3 
24 

6 






Lewis 

Liocoin 




1 


Logan 










Marion 


75 

28 
19 
17 
58 


i 

3 

2 


1 


• 




Marshall 






Mason 








Mercer 


107 
5 




106 


Mineral 




Minffo 






Mononsalia 


45 
2 
5 










Monroe 










Morii^an 




1 

13 
9 
1 

2 


5 


2 






McDowell 






Nicholas 


i6 

14 

15 

1 

4 

29 

1 

3 

11 

5 

13 

98 

34 

95 

16 

31 

61 

43 

12 

25 

31 

7 

72 

54 

66 


" 28 
18 
14 
11 
12 
37 
8 
51 
14 
33 

215 
24 
28 
51 
28 
27 
51 
4 
9 
40 
18 

215 

154 
S6 
11 

115 


2 
2 




















Pendleton 










Pleasant 










Pocahontas 


5 

1 


1 
29 
29 
33 

8 






. 














Putnam 


1 


43 












Randolph 










Ritchie„ 










Roane 


2 

66 
4 
7 
5 
3 
7 

46 

3 

11 
1 

9 


107 
5 
9 
5 
5 
7 
1 












4 

1 








Taylor 


1 






Tucker 






Tyler 












8 


8 


1 




Wayne 


• 


W ebster 










Wetzel 


3 
4 

1 

57 

7 
o 










Wirt 










Wood 










Wvoraine 


...•...■ 








Charleston City 


13 

1 
6 
3 


16 






Huntingion City 

Martinsb i rg City 


1 




Parkersburg City 


17 


12 


2 




3 


Wheeling City 






15 








1 


6 


















Totals 


1680 


2685 


497 


940 


68 


:243 


4 


128 



OP Free Schools. 
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TABLE U.— Continued. 





CASES OP SUSPENSION AND DISMISSION. 


COUNTIES. 


White . 


COLOBED. 




Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 




1805 


■<^896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


1895 


1896 


Uarbour 




4 
1 
5 
3 




8 










Berkeley 


3 










Hooiie 




4 

1 










Braxton 












Urooke 


1 

1 


6 








Cabell 


3 












Calhoun 














Clay 

l>oddridfte 


1 


7 
2 
2 


3 


7 
2 














* * ' 




li'avette 


3 










Gilmer 












Grant 


















Greenbrier 


3 
1 
1 
2 


1 

4 

6 

10 

1 

1 
4 
8 
1 
7 
6 
6 
17 
6 














Hampshire 




2 










Hancock 










Hardv 




4 










Harrison 






1 


i 


jHckson 


1 


1 

2 

1 

10 

1 


1 

2 

1 








Jefferson 


1 

■ • • • • ■ > 


1 
1 
1 






Kauawha 




1 


1 


JLewis 


12 
1 




Lincoln 


1 
2 








Logan 










Marion 


1 
4 
9 










Marshall 


3 


2 
2 










Mason 










Mf^rcer 


2 


i 


2 




Mineral 


2 


5 




1 




Minso 






Monongalia 


2 


3 


2 


1 










Monroe 










Morgan 


3 


3 




1 










McDowell 










Nicholas 


1 

1 


4 

6 
4 
6 














Ohio 








1 






Pendleton 




























Pocahontas 
















Preston. 


2 


i 

2 
1 


7 












Putnam 














1 

4 

5 

3 

1 

53 

1 

2 

7 

22 

15 














Bandolpli 


i 


1 




• 
















Roane 


2 
3 
6 
5 




2 










Summers 










Taj lor 


7 












Tucker 


1 










Tyler 










Upshur 
















Wayne 


3 


16 


5 










Webster 










Wetzel 


















1 
5 
3 


1 

6 














Wood 


8 


5 










Wyoming 










Charleston City 


8 
6 






2 


3 


3 




Huntington City 


2 
4 
8 


2 






Martiusburg City 












Parkersburg City 


7 






1 








Wheeling City 












IdouDdsvillee City 


4 
































Totals 


190 


187 


63 


56 


12l 8 


el 2 
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TABLE U.— Continued; 







CASES OB COHPOEAL PUNISHMENT, 






Wh 
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ea. Femitlei. 
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IBB 
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1 
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77 

41 
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i 
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TB 
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■■"-SI 
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i" 
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hISm'I.™ &.:=_:::::; 


li 


SJSiM'fe:.:::::::::::: 
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1B,» 


SST. 
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OF FsEB Schools. 
TABLE U.— CoDtinued. 





PDPII 


S NEITHER ABSENT NOE TAHDT. 




„,„.. 


COWBID. 




Ux-ln. 


Femilci. 


Hmlea. 


Fenikle]. 




1805 


leos 


ISGG 


laoe 


18»S 


isoe 


189S 


18M 


B««« 


I 

a 

lU 


1 

103 

Si 
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1 

IB7 

eo 

MS 
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30 
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31 
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1 






40 


"■« 


— -^ 
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OP Fbee Schools. 

TABLE W. 

Number and Grade of Schools, 







GtUUKS. 


Conn OB, 


TOTIL. 


DBISD 


COUNTIES. 


- 


Colored. 


White. 


Colored 


»„.. 


Colored. 


White, 


Colored 


TOTil. 






,.. 


„. 


™ 


■« 


it-ge 


,« 


ISM 


,„ 




1805 


,» 


ISflii 


■» 


ISBS 


inao 
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! 


«7 


1 


! 


>! 
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61 
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»7 

SI 
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; 
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a 
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TABLE X. 

ywmher of T*achera Employed, Divided as to Race and Seas. 



Iln"oi>'...VJ 

Cl.y 

Doddridge . 
F»y«ite . ... 
Gtlmer . ... 

Grant 

<Jr-Qnbrl« . 
Hanpablra. 

Hwieook 

Hsrdy- 

HicrrsDD .... 
JmWob ,._. 

Lewli ^2". 
I.lnoolD : 

Ut»OD 

ilefpr- 

Mipi-wl 

HillKi. 

MorioriK&lli. 

Monroe 

JHoriwo 

MoDciw^ll . 
Mteholfti ..„ 

Ohio 

F^ndlr-tnn ,. 
l-]»B>iiiU.... 

Finlaa 

Randolph.... 
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TABLE I— Continued. 
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TABLE UI. 

Auditor's Annual Statement of the Q&neral School J'und on June 
10, 1895, and June 10, 1896, as made to the State Super- 
intendent of JPree Schools. 
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School Statistics. 



The following statigticB Hhow the comparative progress in some of the more 
important details of the Free Schools eince the formation of the Stale (except 
1864, for which year no report haa been found.) The following tables op to 
1875, are taken form Supermtendent Byme'e report for 1873-4; and from that 
time to 1892 from Superintendent Morgan's report for that year. 
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;V. 

School PopulaUon — Attendance and Length of School Term, hy 
Years trmti 1865 to 1896. 
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Value of School Houses.— Current Ampenses, <£tc., 
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Report of State Superintendent 



vn. 

The General School Ifund, — And The School I^und^ hy Yea/rs^ 

from 1866 to 1896, Tncliisi/ve. 
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General Sohool 
Fund.* 
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8 106,122 78 
88,772 56 
172,028 15 
208,397 87 
216,761 06 
229,300 00 
278,069 92 
284,717 18 
316,152 34 
315,320 48 
325,243 34 

339.987 97 
344,531 45 
354,811 48 
376,154 62 

423.988 86 
441.947 85 
474,305 11 

504.461 26 
514,159 33 
549.258 00 
570.473 18 
590,493 25 

606.462 08 
619,962 08 
620,011 48 
678,2(»3 93 
706,025 75 
732,191 01 
766.676 80 
796,163 34 
834.682 25 


$ 67,818 96 
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300,421 23 




361,487 89 
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336.389 64 




814,764 h3 
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367,377 18 




«892,6&4 H2 


1896 


«896,020 17 



♦This includes the amount of salary paid County Superintendents and the amount distrib- 
uted June 10th each year, only. For the gross amount collected see Table III . 
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TABLE Vin. 



Showing the Enumeration of Youth, Enroliment and Average -Daily 
Attendance, by Years, from 1865 to 1896 Inclusive. 
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